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UNITED STATES. 

WuaTEvER concerns our foreign relations is viewed with a more 
lively interest in this country, partly from the popular character of the 
government, by which every man is converted into a politician, and 
partly, perhaps, from its federative character, whereby the interest 
which in most countries is divided among the numerous objects that 
must be cared for by a single executive and legislature, is here concen- 
trated on the few that are exclusively cognizable by the federal go- 
vernment. It thus happens that our foreign concerns, which are 
among the few thus cognizable, are often regarded with a sensibility 
far exceeding their importance. Of all this, the recent correspon- 
dence between Mr. Clayton, the secretary of state, and the French 
minister, M. Poussin, and M. de Tocqueville, affords an apt illus- 
tration. Under the influence of this undue interest, it was predicted 
by that class of persons who are prone to apprehend evil, as well 
as those who habitually excite alarm, whether they apprehend dan- 
ger or not, that points of difference which were of a personal cha- 
racter, and which, therefore, should be suffered to end with the indi- 
viduals with whom they originated, would bring about a serious misun- 
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derstanding between two great nations bound together by so many ties 
of amity and mutual interest. It was even asserted that the diploma- 
tic altercation, which ended in M. Poussin’s dismission, would afford 
a pretext to the French government not to receive Mr. Rives, the new 
American minister, for no greater offence than that he had obtained 
for his country the best treaty that France was willing to grant; and, 
though he had shown his homage to liberal principles by being the 
first foreign minister to acknowledge Louis Philippe, after the revolu- 
tions of 1830, and had continued on the most friendly terms with the 
French government as long as he remained in France. His formal re- 
ception by the President of France, soon after Mr. Rush, the late mi- 
nister, took his leave, has dissipated these evil auguries so far as 
France was concerned. The claims on the American government, pre- 
ferred by M. Poussin, and which afforded him the occasion for the dis- 
courteous language complained of, are comparatively insignificant, and 
no doubt admit of a ready adjustment that will be satisfactory to both 
parties. 

The controversy between the republic of Nicaragua and the king of 
Mosquito, whose interests the United States and Great Britain have 
respectively espoused, and which seemed greatly to exceed the other 
in difficulty and importance, has given rise to similar apprehensions: 
but we trust they will prove equally unfounded. 

Of the precise merits of this controversy we are, as yet, very deficient 
in information. The exclusive right to the navigation of the river 
San Juan, may be found to be beyond all dispute, or it may be de- 
pendent on facts that are involved in doubt, and are now scarcely sus- 
ceptible of proof. The substance of our present information on tli 
subject may be thus stated. 

When five communities, inhabiting that portion of the Mexican isth- 
mus which lies between the 8th and the 18th parallels of north Jati- 
tude, formed a federal republic under the name of “the United States 
of Central America,” it is alleged that the greater part of the eastern 
coast of the isthmus within those limits was occupied by several Indias: 
iribes, who formed no part of the new republic, but remained in the 
sime state of savage independence as before. Even there, however. 
the whites had a few settlements, and among them were Matina, in 
Porto Rico, and the fortress of San Juan, on the northern mouth of 
the river of that name. 

Among those tribes were the Mosquitos, a mixed breed, descended 
from Indians and the negroes whom English adventurers had intro- 
duced into the country when they made settlements there, but whic! 
they afterwards surrendered by their treaty with Spain in 1786, for 
their present colony of Honduras or Belize. By reason of this early 
connexion, the Mosquitos have always been under the protection ot 
the British government, and they are said to be more advanced in c- 
vilization than the other Indian tribes. But the country originally c¢- 
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cupied by the Mosquitos lies north of the river Gracias & Dios, which 
is itself more than 200 miles north of the river San Juan, and it is not 
known. how they acquired a right to the territory occupied by other 
Indian tribes south of the Gracias 4 Dios, or how, indeed, any tribe 
had a claim to the San Juan, which had so long been in the exclusive 
possession of the whites of Nicaragua. The king of the Mosquitos 
has set up a claim to it, and the British government seems to have de- 
cided on upholding that claim. 

In October, 1547, the Nicaraguan government declared that it did 
not recognise the king of Mosquito as the legitimate representative of 
that tribe, and still less their rights to the territory in question. They 
asserted their own right to the north bank of the San Juan, and added, 
that they would regard as an act of war on the part of Great Britain 
the occupation of any part ef that river by the Mosquitos under its pro- 
tection. 

The council of state of the Mosquitos responded to this declaration 
that they would take possession of the territory in dispute on the first 
appearance of a British man-of-war. Two British ships soon after- 
wards arrived, and removed the Nicaraguans who were in possession 
of the fort at the mouth of the San Juan. The ships, passing up the 
San Juan, entered the Nicaragua lake, and a treaty was made between 
Great Britain and the Nicaraguans, by which the latter engaged not 
to interrupt the peaceful inhabitants on the San Juan. They refused, 
however, to surrender their claims to the territory. The Mosquito 
king, subsequently, granted to the British government the exclusive 
navigation of the San Juan, and he refuses to allow the Americans to 
execute the projected communication between the two oceans, accord- 
ing to the grant made by Nicaragua during the present year. 

For the purpose of removing these difficulties in the way of their 
claims, the Nicaraguans sent an envoy to London, Senor Castellon, 
who also represented the republic of Honduras. A correspondence 
took place between this envoy and Lord Palmerston early in the cur- 
rent year. ‘The British minister then declared that the British go- 
vernment would do nothing to indicate a doubt that Grey Town—a 
name they have recently given to the place formerly called San Juan 
—belonged exclusively to the Mosquitos. The Nicaraguan minister 
replied, that the Mosquito nation had no existence, and though it had, 
it possessed no claims to Port San Juan, which had been immemorially 
in the possession of Nicaragua. He was, however, willing to submit 
the question of right to arbitration. This offer was peremptorily re- 
jected by Lord Palmerston, who declared that his government having 
come to a definite resolution on the subject, it was now impossible to 
recede. It has been further stated in the public journals, that the 
British government had negotiated for a colony of Germans to be es- 
tablished at fort San Juan; against which measure the Nicaraguan go- 
vernment was able to make no other resistance than a protest. Lord 








gpeuensudinesdaniiaaemesian.naeh ee 


2 Quarterly Register and Magazine. [Dec., 


Palmerston had previously declared that the Mosquito boundary ex- 
tended from Cape Honduras to the southern mouth of the San Juan, 
and he instructed all British agents in America, that the British go- 
vernment “would not view with indifference any eneroachment on 
their territory.” 

In July and August last, a correspondence took place between the 
secretary of the supreme government of Niearagua, and Mr. Chatfield, 
the British consul general, on the subject of this grant, in which the 
latter states that having seen the notice of a contract between the Ni- 
earaguan government and Dr. Brown, of New York, for a canal 
through the San Juan, he informs the secretary that the British go- 
vernment will object to any arrangement that does not provide for the 
debts to British subjects, which Nicaragua, in common with other 
states of Central America, had assumed to pay. The Nicaraguan mi- 
nister protested against this invasion of his country’s independence, and 
also against the declaration repeatedly made by the British govern- 
ment that it would sustain the claims of the king of Mosquito. He 
again declares that the Nicaraguan government does not recognise the 
right of the tribe of Mosquitos to erect itself mto a sovereign state. 

When this point of disagreement between the United States and 
Great Britain first occurred, it seemed not improbable that a new ele- 
ment would be introduced into the controversy that was much more 
likely to irritate and prolong it, than to soothe and settle it. This is 
the right which grows out of the celebrated position assumed by Mr. 
Monroe in his annual message to Congress in 1823, “that the Ameri- 
ean continents were no longer to be regarded as fit subjects for coloni- 
zation by a European power,” and “that any attempt to introduce 
European systems of government into any portion of this hemisphere, 
would be regarded by the United States as dangerous to their peace 
and safety.” The right of President Monroe to make these declara- 
tions has been questioned on more than one ground; and though they 
met with an approving response from the American people, they have 
never yet received the formal and deliberate sanction of the national 
legislature. It must, however, be admitted that if such colonization 
or intervention should put in hazard our safety or peace, as Mr. Mon- 
roe’s claim assumes, that claim would have a foundation which has 
always been deemed valid in Europe, and which none of its sovereigns 
ever failed to assert when they had sufficient power to enforce it. The 
only difficulty in the argument is to show that our peace or safety 
would be thus endangered, and that may be no small one when we re- 
gard our present strength, and the gigantic strides by which it is ad- 
vancing. It is probable that this controversy will be adjusted without 
the necessity. of resorting to a topic of so delicate a character, and so 
prolific of irritating discussion. We can scarcely doubt that the very 
ively interest which Great Britain has taken in the projected commu- 
nication between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, has arisen from the 
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fear that her great commercial rivals would endeavour to monopolize 
the vast commerce which that communication will call into existence; 
but when she finds, as she will find, that no such claim to monopoly is 
asserted—that no one has had the boldness even to propose it, and 
that the projected canal is stipulated to be open to the ships of all na- 
tions, she will no longer deem it expedient to assert a right which is 
certain to be contested, and is in so many ways assailable. 

The increased importance of Nicaragua, induced the government of 
the United States, some months since, to send a Chargé d’ Affairs, Mr. 
Squier, to that republic. He was very cordially received by its Presi- 
dent, and in his reply to Mr. Squier’s first address he said, that 
“ Nicaragua had long felt the necessity of sheltering herself under the 
bright banner of the North American confederacy.”” Don Herman Gil- 
dos Zepede was soon afterwards appointed a commissioner to nego- 
tiate a treaty with Mr. Squier on the subject of the proposed canal, 
and early in September such a treaty was concluded. 

According to the principal provisions of that treaty, the contract 
made with David L. White, successor to Dr. Brown, on behalf of the 
citizens of New York, with Nicaragua, was sanctioned and confirmed. 
The right of the grantees to the use of the canal was to continue for 
eighty-five years from the time it was completed. Twelve years were 
allowed for its completion. ‘The sum of ten thousand dollars was to 
be paid immediately to Nicaragua, and the same sum annually during 
the twelve years. This sum was to be afterwards increased, first 
twenty per cent., and then twenty-five per cent. The canal to be open 
to the commerce of all nations on the payment of the prescribed tolls. 
Thus, in consequence of the several grants by the Mosquito and Nica- 
raguan governments to Great Britain and the United States of the ex- 
clusive right to the navigation of the San Juan River, those nations 
have now become parties to this territorial question, which, at first 
merely local and of little seeming moment, has swelled into one of 
national importance. 

The commercial consequence of the proposed canal has not, on the 
whole, been overrated; but its principal value will probably not be in 
that way which was first supposed. A water communication between 
the two oceans was long most anxiously desired, from the facility it 
would afford the trade with China and India; but it does not seem 
likely that such trade admits of a very great increase, since a small 
number of ships are sufficient for the transport of all the commodities 
that the Atiantic states would probably buy of them, or sell to them. 
But of the traffic between the ports on the Atlantic and those on the 
Pacific the probable future increase is incalculable; and for every ship 
which now doubles Cape Horn, to carry on such commerce, there 
might, in no long time, be twenty, or even fifty, if they could find a 
passage through the Isthmus; and the number would continue to in- 
crease with our increasing population. Our whalers, too, would be 
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able to carry on their business at a great saving of time and expense, 
and the easier access to the various groupes of fertile islands in the 
Pacific would give an immense spring to their population, their pro- 
duction of articles useful to us, and their consumption of oar pro- 
ducts; and although the length of this communication between the two 
oceans is more than five times as long as that projected at Panama, 
yet by its being further north, it would shorten the distance between 
all the Atlantic states and the whole Pacific coast of North America, 
some seven or eight hundred miles; so that the communication between 
them by the projected canal through Nicaragua may be as expeditious, 
or more so, than by the projected rail-road at Panama. 

Our new settlements on the Pacific, and still more the gold mines of 
California, have greatly stimulated the desire to facilitate the passage 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific. Not only have two companies been 
formed for this purpose—one to make a rail-road across the Isthmus 
at Panama, and the other a canal through Lake Nicaragua—but two 
conventions of delegates, from various states, assembled in the summer 
for the sake of furthering the stupendous project of a rail-road from 
the Mississippi to the Pacific. One of these met at Memphis, in Ten- 
nessee, on the 23d of October. Fourteen States were represented by 
nearly four hundred delegates. 

Without much delay or discussion, they adopted six resolutions of the 
following purport: 

1. That it is the duty of the general government to provide for the 
construction of a national road from the Mississippi River to the 
Pacific. 

2. To facilitate the object, a competent corps of engineers should 
be appointed to explore and survey the several routes designated by 
public opinion. 

3. After those surveys, the government should locate the line of the 
road, selecting that which is easiest of access; most favourable to na- 
tional defence; most convenient to the people; is most central, and in 
which a rail-road is the cheapest. 

4. The lands of the United States constitute the legitimate and pro- 
per fund for the construction of such a road. 

5. After the construction of the main trunk from the Mississippi to 
the Pacific, it will be the duty of Congress to aid in the construction 
of such branch canals as will connect it with the northern lakes and 
the great thoroughfares to the Atlantic, and other points on the Mis- 
sissippi and the Gulf of Mexico. 

6. Congress should also provide, under liberal conditions, communi- 
cations between the main trunk and all other rail-roads now made, or 
which may be made by the several states and territories; and while 
this rail-road is in progress, a present communication, by canal or rail- 
road, should be made between the Atlantic and Pacific at Tehuantepec, 
Nicaragua, or Panama; and they recommend the conveyance of the 
mail and military stores by such canals. 
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They also recommend the establishment of military posts from the 
confines of the Western States along the southern boundaries of our 
republic to the Pacific; and 

That, in the event of appropriations by Congress of any consider- 
able portion of the public lands to the construction of a rail-road from 
the Mississippi to the Pacific, appropriations of lands lying within the 
limits of the respective States should also be made to those States to 
aid them in their public works. All the preceding recommendations 
passed unanimously; but a majority of the States only—ten to four- 
teen—recommend for examination the route commencing at San Diego, 
crossing the Colorado, running along the Gila River to the Paro del 
Norte, and thence across Texas to its north-eastern boundary between 
32° and 33° north latitude, and terminating on the Mississippi, be- 
tween the mouth of the Ohio and Red rivers. 

The Missouri convention, for the same object, assembled at St. Louis, 
on the 28th day of October. Fifteen States were there represented by 
near nine hundred delegates. ‘They agreed upon an address to the 
people of the United States, on the importance of a rail-road between 
the Atlantic and Pacific. They say they do not presume to suggest 
the route of the proposed rail-road ; but they venture torecommend a line 
of military posts from the Mississippi to the Pacific, and to propose, by 
way of compromise of the rival claims of the north, to a line from the 
great lakes to Oregon, and of the south, from Texas to San Diego on 
the Pacific, a central route, with branches to the northern, the middle, 
and the seuthern States. They conclude with proposing a general 
convention from all the States in Philadelphia, on the Ist Monday in 
April next. 

The newly acquired territory of California has continued, throughout 
the whole of the current year, to attract adventurers in pursuit of the 
gold which is there so abundant. More than eight hundred vessels 
had left the Atlantic ports, before the Ist of December, for California : 
and while some of the emigrants have been amply rewarded for the toils 
and privations of the voyage or which their mining labours may have 
cost them, not a few have encountered varied sufferings and bitter dis- 
appointment. Gold cannot be obtained at the mines without labour, 
often of the severest and most irksome character, and since that labour 
cannot be purchased, each individual must be content with the small 
portion he can furnish to himself. Its products are somewhat pre- 
carious, and though their average is nominally large, the value is so 
depreciated, that they are often not more than sufficient to defray the 
cost of the labourer’s maintenance. ‘The merchandize carried to San 
Francisco at first, indeed, yielded large profits, but was afterwards so 
increased as to glut the market, and occasion great loss. ‘The adven- 
turers, however, from the western States, overland, have been the 
greatest sufferers from this avidity for gold. Many of those who un- 
dertook to pass the Rocky Mountains, and the desolate regions at their 
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base, have found themselves in danger of starvation, and have been 
obliged to subsist on the cattle and horses employed for their transport. 
This resource has not always proved sufficient, and their track has been 
strewed with the graves of those who have been cut off by fatigue, the 
want of food, or disease, as well as with the goods which the wretched 
wayfarers were compelled to leave on the road for the sake of expe- 
diting their journey. The success of some of the adventurers to Cali- 
fornia may be inferred from the fact that the quantity of gold which 
their labours have furnished to the mint this year has been about six mil- 
lions of dollars. 

On the 3st of August, deputies chosen by the people of California 
assembled at Monterey, to form a Constitution. One was accordingly 
formed, prefaced with a bill of rights, and it will be submitted to Con- 
gress for their approval. 

This example of a community erecting itself into a sovereign State, 
and applying for admission into the Union, was followed by another 
voluntary association, for a similar purpose, of far more doubtful pre- 
tensions. The sect of the Mormons who, driven from Illinois by the 
people of that State, because some of their tenets and practices were 
deemed repugnant to morality, betook themselves to the extreme West, 
and, after roaming to and fro, they finally seated themselves near the 
Salt Lake in California, and there, constituting a community of about 
20,000 souls, recently formed a political Constitution, not essentially 
different from those of the other States, and boldly ask, like California, 
to be admitted into the Union as a State, under the name of Deseret, 
without going through the usual probation as a territory. The con- 
dition of these applicants differs from that of all others who have pre- 
ceded them, in the following particulars: They have no right to the 
soil on which they have seated themselves, either by purchase, or the 
direct sanction of Congress. The population of all the western States 
has been pastly composed of squatters, but this is the first instance in 
which the whole community was thus constituted. Again, their population 
does not yet amount to one-third of the number now requisite to elect 
a member to the House of Representatives, and that number will, after 
the next census, be considerably augmented. Another remarkable 
feature in their application is that the boundaries which they propose 
for their new State, thus occupied by a handful of people, without a 
shadow of legal right, comprehends a territory equal to four or five of 
the largest States in the Union. 

Amidst these procedures, in open violation of existing laws, one is 
struck}with the love of order, and the facility of political organization, 
so generally manifested by the Anglo-Saxon population of this conti- 
nent. Here are two communities free from all the restraints of govern- 
ment, and consequently exposed to the mischiefs of the wildest licen- 
tiousness, yet quietly, soberly, and discreetly forming a government for 
themselves, to whose authority the minority, who may chance to dis- 
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approve the provisions of that government, yield as implicit obedience 
as the majority who formed it. Such a moral phenomenon could be 
exhibited in no other country under the sun; but here every man, from 
his birth, is impressed with the conviction that government is necessary 
to the well-being, nay, to the very existence of society; that the ma- 
jority of the community have the right, as well as the power to con- 
struct and direct the machinery of such government, and that, as soon 
as they have carried their purpose into execution, every member of 
the community must obey the rules prescribed by the majority, or cease 
to be a member. 

‘In September, Mr. Squier obtained from the republic of Honduras 
the cession of the Island of Tigre, in the Bay of Fonseca, on the Pa- 
cific, and on the 28th of that month, he gave Mr. Chatfie ld, the British 
Consul, official notice of the cession ;* But eighteen days afterwards, 
Mr. Chatfield, in the British ship Gorgon, proceeded to take posses- 
sion of the Island, in the name of her Britannic Majesty, under the 
pretext of debts due to British subjects, which the government of Hon- 
duras had assumed, but failed to pay. Against this high-handed pro- 
ceeding, the feeble government could do nothing but protest, after 
denying the justice of the British claim, and alleging that it had of- 
fered to leave the matters in dispute between the two “governments to 
the adjustment of commissioners appointed for the purpose. It is hoped 
that Mr. Chatfield’s course was not authorized by the British govern- 
ment, and, though it was, that this as well as the other points at issue 
in Central America between the United States and Great Britain will 
be amicably settled in Washington by the new minister, Sir Henry 
Bulwer. 

On the 4th of December, the members of the thirty-first Congress 
assembled at Washington, but they being divided, not into two parties 
as usual, but into some three or four, having diverse and irreconcilable 
views, it was found at first impracticable to choose a Speaker. Nearly 
three whole weeks were spent in unavailing ballotings for a presiding 
officer, and it was only on Saturday, the 21st, that, on the sixty-third 
ballot, a Speaker was chosen. It is probable that a large majority of 
the public, who could but partially share the feelings of “the members, 
would rather have seen any member of the house chosen to the office, 
than longer to have witnessed the humiliating spectacle of the incapa- 
city of the national legislature to take the first step in organizing itself 
as a deliberative assembly, and thus alarming the fears, or mortifying 
the pride of the friends of popular government ; and calling forth the 
taunts and derision of its enemies. 

On the 22d of December, the President’s annual message was sent 


* It has since appeared, by the publication of the treaty, that the cession ¥ as on 
for eighteen months, and was made expressly to save it from seizure “ by sor ne 
foreign inimical power.’? Such a cession, it is presumed, will scarcely be defe fended 
by the government of the United States. 
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to both Houses of Congress. It is a plain, straight forward, business- 
like document, exhibiting very succinctly, but in sufficient detail, the 
condition of the country in all its great relations, foreign and domestic. 
It holds a prudent reserve on all agitating party questions, and through- 
out it breathes a spirit of moderation, of liberality, and of amity to- 
wards all. 

Rather more than half the message is appropriated to the foreign 
relations of the United States. He says that we are on friendly terms 
with all foreign powers, towards all of whom we have observed a strict 
neutrality. He adverts to the late alterations in the British navigation 
laws, the effect of which, together with that of the act of Congress of 
March, 1817, will be to admit British vessels into the ports of the 
United States, with cargoes of the productions of any country, on the 
same terms as to duties and charges as vessels of the United States, 
whose ships will have like admission into the ports of Great Britain. 

The slight interruption to the diplomatic intercourse between the 
United States and France, he remarks, has been happily terminated. 

The purchase of a war steamer in the United States by the German 
Empire, which had been permitted by the late administration during 
the armistice between that Empire and Denmark, is noticed, and the 
course pursued by the present administration, as detailed in the pre- 
ceding number of this journal, is briefly stated. Although a minister 
had been sent from the United States to the German Empire, and a 
minister from that empire had been accredited here, he remarks that 
no such government as that of the German Empire had been defini- 
tively constituted; it is thought that no such union could be perma- 
nently established without the co-operation of Prussia. If it should 
take place, then it would become necessary to withdraw our minister 
now sent to Berlin; but until then, there is no necessity to continue the 
mission to Frankfort. The minister sent thither has accordingly been 
withdrawn. 

Having heard of the expedition meditated against Cuba, the Presi- 
dent had, in conformity with the act of April, 1818, issued a proclama- 
tion for the purpose of putting a stop to it. 

The case of Rey, the foreigner, who had been clandestinely seized 
in New Orleans and carried off to Cuba, is noticed. It is suggested 
that as there is no punishment for abductions of this character, the law 
should be amended. 

During the late conflict between Hungary and Austria, an agent of 
the United States was vested with the power of recognising the inde- 
pendence of Hungary, as soon as she had established a permanent go- 
vernment. The United States did not in any way interfere in the con- 
test, but it seemed right that the Executive should take the first fit 
occasion of expressing the lively sympathies of the American people. 

The claims of American citizens on Portugal had been earnestly 
pressed, but as yet without effect. The distracted condition of that 
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country for some time past has been urged as a prominent cause of the 
delay. The subject would be again brought before Congress, with a 
view to more decisive measures. 

The letters of credence to the Chargé d’Affaires from the United 
States to Rome had not been delivered while the papal territory was 
in a state of revolution. A counter-revolution has since taken place, 
and the American Chargé waits to see a permanent government esta- 
blished before he proposes a diplomatic intercourse with it. 

Congress are referred to the correspondence between the State De- 
partment and the Mexican envoy on the subject of the protocol to the 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. The commissioners appointed to run 
the boundary line between the United States and Mexico, had entered 
on that duty soon after the time prescribed by the treaty, and had 
made some progress in the work. It will require a further appropri- 
ation. 

In the adjustment of the claims of American citizens on Mexico, he 
recommends the employment of counsel to protect the interests of the 
United States, who have assumed to pay those claims. 

The civil war in Venezuela has at length been brought to a close. 
During its progress the rights of American citizens have been frequently 
violated. The restoration of order will enable the Venezuelan govern- 
ment to redress these wrongs, as well as others of longer standing. 

The rapid settlement of Oregon and California give new importance 
to our relations with the foreign countries lying on the Pacific, be- 
tween whom and our settlements on the Pacific the future commercial 
intercourse will be very considerable. It is, therefore, desirable to 
cherish our friendly relations with those countries. The same libe- 
ral course is recommended towards all other American States. ‘ We 
may often kindly mediate in their behalf, without entangling ourselves 
in foreign wars, or unnecessary controversies. Whenever the faith of 
our treaties with any of them shall require our interference, we must 
necessarily interpose.”” 

A convention has been negotiated with Brazil for the satisfaction of 
American claims on that government. 

The laws for the suppression of the slave trade, it is suggested, re- 
quire amendment. That odious traffic is still carried on in vessels built 
in the United States, which, purchased by foreigners abroad, are able 
to prosecute their voyages to the coast of Africa by means of the tem- 
porary sea-letter they obtain from the American consul abroad. Con- 
gress is invited to adopt a course which, preventing such abuses of the 
national flag, should leave the benefits meant to be extended to na- 
vigation and commerce unimpaired. 

As there is no prospect of a reunion of the five States of Central 
America, separate treaties have been negotiated with several of them. 
One has been made with the State of Nicaragua, by which both go- 
vernments pledge themselves to protect a company who have con- 
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tracted with Nicaragua to connect by a canal, the Atlantic and 
Pacific oceans. All other nations are invited to make similar sti- 
pulations. ‘They will all enjoy the right of transit on paying the same 
rate of toll. The territory through which the canal shall pass, shou! 
be exempt from all foreign power or control. 

The routes across the Isthmus at Tehuantepec and Panama also 
deserve consideration. The negotiator of the treaty of peace with 
Mexico was instructed to offer a large sum for the right of way at 
Tehuantepec, but the offer was not accepted by Mexico, probably in 
consequence of a previous contract for the same object. The offer 
would not be renewed, because such a communication should be the 
common right of all nations, in which case a reasonable toll to those 
who constructed the work would be sufficient to induce individual 
enterprise to undertake and complete it. The benefits which would 
accrue to Mexico from the canal would sufficiently remunerate her. 

The railroad about to be constructed at Panama will be protected 
under the late treaty between the United States and New Grenada. 
He adds, that we should encourage every practicable route across the 
Isthmus. 

The destiny of the Sandwich islands as the President well observes, 
is on many accounts interesting to us. We could not be indifferent 
to their passing under the dominion of a foreign power, and it is hoped 
that no nation will deprive them of their independence. Though 
he does not mention the late outrage of a French frigate on their inde- 
pendence, with the seeming sanction of the French consul-general, bi 
plainly meant to allude to it. 

Passing then to the domestic concerns of the country, he states the 
receipts into the treasury for the year ending June 30, to be $48,830,- 
097.50 in money, and in funded treasury notes, $10,833,000, making 
an aggregate of $59,663,097.50. The expenditures in the same time 
were $46,798,667.82, and in treasury notes funded, $10,833,000— 
making an aggregate of $57,631,667.82. 

According to the accounts and estimates of the treasury department, 
there will be deficits, occasioned by the Mexican war and treaty, in 
1850 and 1851, amounting together to $16,375,214.39. He recom- 
mends Congress to give authority to borrow the sum required to cover 
the whole deficit, which, he remarks, is exceeded by the extraordi- 
nary expenses of the Mexican war and the purchase of California. 

He recommends a revision of the present tariff, and that it should 
be so modified as to increase the revenue. He does not doubt the right 
or duty of Congress to encourage domestic industry, and he looks “‘ to 
the adoption of a system which may place home labour, at last, on a 
sure and permanent footing,” and by due encouragement to manulac- 
tures, “ give a new and increased stimulus to agriculture.” For the 
furtherance of these objects he earnestly recommends a system of spe- 
cific duties. 
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The question of continuing the sub-treasury system is submitted to 
the wisdom of Congress, with a suggestion that, if it is continued, fur- 
ther modifications of it appear to be indispensable. 

He recommends the establishment of an agricultural bureau, to be 
connected with the department of the interior; no direct aid having as 
yet been given by the general government to this “ leading branch of 
domestic industry.” 

Having stated that the people of California had probably by this 
time formed a constitution and state government, and would soon apply 
for admission into the Union, he recommends their application to the 
favourable consideration of Congress. The people of New Mexico are 
likely to make a similar application. He suggests to Congress that by 
awaiting the action of those communities, , causes of uneasiness may 
be avoided.”” He deprecates the introduction of topics of a local cha- 
racter, and repeats the solemn warning of “ the most illustrious of his 
predecessors,” against furnishing “ any ground for characterizing par- 
ties by geographical discriminations.” 

A collector had been appointed for San Francisco, under the act of 
Congress of last session. Before his arrival, duties had been collected 
under the military authority previously established. Congress is re- 
commended to confirm these collections, and to appropriate the money 
for the improvement of the rivers and harbors of the territory. 

Measures had been taken for the coast survey of Oregon, and for 
ascertaining the proper sites for light-houses in that territory and in 
California, now so urgently required. 

Indian agencies have been transferred from Upper Missouri and 
Council Bluffs to Santa Fe and Salt Lake; and sub-agents have been 
appointed for the Gila, the Sacramento, and the San Joaquin rivers. 
Farther legal provisions are required for the extension of our system of 
Indian intercourse over the new ter ritory. 

The establishment of a branch mint in California is recommended. 
So is the organization of commissions to decide upon the validity of 
land titles in California and New Mexico. Provision should also be 
made for the establishment of offices of surveyor-general in New 
Mexico, California, and Or egon, and for the conveying and bringing 
into market the public lands in those territories. They should be dis- 
posed of on liberal terms, which should be especially favourable to the 
early emigrants. He recommends a geological and mineralogical ex- 
ploration ‘of the principal mineral deposits in California, in connexion 
with the linear surveys; and that the mineral lands ke divided into 
small lots, to be sold or leased, so that a permanent property may be 
acquired in them. 

The great mineral wealth of California, and the convenience of its 
ports and harbours, as well as those of Oregon, for commerce, will 
soon create large and prosperous communities on our Pacific coast. It 
is, therefore, important that a line of communication should be opened 
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within the territory of the United States from the navigable waters o: 
the Atlantic to the Pacific. Public opinion, as indicated by “ large and 
respectable conventions ”’ recently held at Memphis, in Tennessee, ani 
St. Louis, in Missouri, points to a railroad as best meeting the wants 
and wishes of the country. The great importance of such a commu- 
nication, as well as its enormous cost, recommend, as a preliminary 
measure, a careful survey of the proposed routes. Early appropriations 
to continue the river and harbour improvements already begun, are sug- 
gested. 

The large accessions to our territory, as well as our obligations un- 
der the Mexican treaty, make an addition to our military force expe- 
dient. He commends to the notice of Congress the views of the se- 
cretary of war on the inconvenience of the rank heretofore given to 
brevet and staff commissions, and on the expediency of providing for 
retiring disabled officers, as well as an asylum for the superannuated 
or infirm of the rank and file. The present naval force is as large as 
is admissible. The re-organization of the navy, according to the sug- 
gestions of the secretary of that department, is recommended, as well 
as his plan for the establishment of a “ retired list ” for disqualified o1- 
ficers, and for the employment of war steamers. 

The efforts to extend post-office and mail accommodations to Oregon 
and California, according to the act of Congress of last session, have 
hitherto proved ineffectual, from the high price of rents and labour in 
California. Further legal provision is necessary on the subject. 

A further reduction of postage on letters is recommended. ‘The late 
postal treaty with Great Britain is noticed, as is also the performance 
of the duties of the census board appointed by the act of Congress ot 
March last. The interests of the city of Washington are especialls 
recommended to Congress, to whose care they are assigned by the con- 
stitution. 

In conclusion, he refers to the qualified negative which the constitu- 
tion confers on the President, and which he says he shall consider it 
his duty never to exercise except ‘in the extreme cases contemplated 
by the fathers of the republic.” He dwells on the value of the Union. 
upon the preservation of which depends “ our own happiness, and that 
of countless generations to come ;” and however assailed or threatened. 
he says he should use all the powers confided to him to maintain it in 
its integrity. 

Many of the preceding views were more fully exhibited and enforces! 
by the reports of the several departments. It appeared by that of th: 
secretary of the treasury that the probable receipts into the treasury 
for the year preceding the Ist of July, 1850, together with the balance 
in the treasury July 1, 1849, would be $37,823,464.23, and the ex- 
penditures in the same time would be $43,651,585.94, leaving a defi- 
cit Ist July, 1850, of $5,828,121.66; and that the amount received, 
for the year ending July 1, 1851, (including the balance in the trea- 
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sury,) would be $34,450,000, and the expenditures in the same _ 
would be $44,997,092.73, leaving a further deficit of $10,547,092.7 
making the whole ‘deficit upward of 16 millions, to raise w hich a oa 
is recommended. ‘The whole amount of the public debt he states to be 
$64,704,693.71. 

The secretary discusses at some length the mooted question whether 
Congress has the power under the constitution of regulating commerce 
and levying imposts for the purpose of encouraging domestic industry, 
and he concludes that they have the power, and that it is wise and 
politic to exercise it. He notices in detail the several circumstances of 
the country which are favourable or unfavourable to the productions of 
industry, and to counteract the latter, he thinks that duties should be 
laid on imports sufficiently high to afford substantial and sufficient en- 
couragement to our domestic industry, provide for the necessary increase 
and due security of the revenue, and ensure the permanence and stabili- 
ty of the system. 

The modifications proposed by him to the existing tariff are, Ist. 
An increase of duties on articles similar to our own staples, as on cot- 
tons, hempen goods, sugar, salt, coal, woollens, iron, and hemp. 2. A 
return to specific duties, which he thinks are more easily assessed, more 
favourable to commerce, more equal, and less exposed to frauds. 3. 
On those articles on which ad valorem duties are retained, they should 
be estimated according to the market value in the principal markets of 
our own country at the time of arrival. 4. He objects to laying lower 
duties upon non-enumerated than on enumerated articles, as inviting to 
attempts at disguise, and favouring controversy and litigation; to diffe- 
rent rates of duty on manufactures of the same materials; and lastly, tc 
higher duties on the raw material than on the articles manufactured of 
it. For reasons given at length, the secretary thinks that the ware- 
housing system has not been be mneficially felt in the general business of 
the country, and that its practical operation is “a return to the system: 
of credit upon duties, under a new name and form.” 

Several inconveniences of the sub-treasury are pointed out, to al- 
leviate which some modifications of the law are suggested. A revision 
of the laws regulating the coasting trade is recommended, so that it 
may be relieved from some necessary embarrassments and de lays, and 
subjected to modifications suited to its altered character of late years. 

In July last, the number of light-houses was two hundred and eighty- 
eight, and of floating lights thirty- two. Of these, sixty-one are on the 
northern lakes and the river St. Lawrence. 

Details are given relative to the structure of custom houses, and ma- 
rine hospitals, in the different States. 

The report of the newly created “ Home Department,” or the “ De- 
partment of the Interior ’’—for it is designated both ways in the act 
of Congress—was, from bei ing the first. of its kind, regarded with 
peculiar interest. ‘On its first topic, the public buildings, various sug- 
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gestions were made for the repair or preservation of the national edi- 
fices at the seat of government, it appearing that much of the stone 
hitherto used is liable to disintegrate, by which the buildings are des- 
tined to an early decay, unless chemical science should suggest some 
means of preserving it, for which object a series of experiments is recom- 
mended. In the notice of the patent office, it is stated that there is a 
large surplus fund, derived from the fees paid for patents, which the 
secretary suggests should be applied “to the encouragement of the in- 
ventive arts,’ "and to reward successful inventors.” 

The establishment of an agricultural bureau by Congress is recom- 
mended, on the plans adopted by the French and the Belgian govern- 
tents. 

In the pension office it appears that the whole number of invalid 
pensions now on the list is 4,115. The number of claims for bounty 
land warrants filed, and to be filed, is 103,000. 

It appears, by the report of the commissioner of the general land of- 
lice, that the quantity of land sold in the first three quarters of 1848 was 
i 418,240 acres, and in the first three quarters of 1549 it was 887,206 
acres, showing a decrease of 561,034 acres. The amount located on 
bounty warrants, in the first three quarters of ae. was 1,525,200 
acres, and in the first three quarters of 1849, was 2,496,560 acres, 
showing an increase of 971,360 acres, from which if the decrease in 
the number of acres sold for cash ‘be deducted, an increase of the joint 
sales and locations in three-fourths of the current years is 416,525, 
which is considered “to mark the increase of agricultural migration.” 
‘The whole number of claims for bounty lands, not yet satisfied, are 
estimated to require 9,631,200 acres; and as the bounty land warrants 
are received in the place of money in the ordinary sales of land, the 
receipts in cash, from the sales of the public lands, will be compara- 
tively small, until the bounty warrants are exhausted. The secretary 
thinks they will be probably absorbed, at the farthest, in three years. 

Details are given respecting the geological explorations and surveys 
of the public mineral lands in Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa. To ex- 
tend the laws for the disposition of the public lands, to Oregon, Cali- 
fornia and New Mexico, it will be necessary to negotiate treaties with 
the Indian tribes claiming title to the land, to appoint a surveyor- 
general, and establish land offices in each territory, and create judicial 
commissions to examine and settle land titles in New Mexico and Cali- 
Torna. 

On the subject of the gold mines in California, the report is very 
copious. It states that, under the laws of Spain, mines of the precious 
metal did not pass by a grant of the lands which contained them, but 
the same were reserved to the crown. It is believed that the same 
policy was adopted by Mexico after her independence, in which case 
these mines are now the property of the United States, though they 
may be on the lands formerly granted to individuals. By far the larger 
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part, however, of those mines are on lands which have never been 
granted, and are, therefore, unquestionably the property of the United 
States. These are now exposed to the unmolested intrusion of all per- 
sons, foreigners as well as citizens, who make no remuneration for the 
large amount of gold they find. In order that “this rich deposit of 
mineral wealth should meet, in process of time, the heavy expenses 
incurred in its acquisition, the secretary recommends that those mineral 
lands be sold or leased, on condition that all the gold found on them 
shall be carried to the branch mint to be established in California, a 
portion of which shall be paid to the United States by way of rent or 
seignorage. For the lands which contain surface deposites of gold, he 
thinks leases will be preferable to sales. As the market price of gold 
bullion in California has been but sixteen dollars per ounce, which is 
more than two dollars less than its real value, which he thinks is more 
than one-half of the amount that ought to be reserved as rent, the 
profit from coining, he supposes, would, to those who held bullion, in- 
duce them to carry it to the mint, and pay the rent to the public. The 
property of the United States in the mines of quicksilver, which are 
known to exist in California, is on the same footing as its property in 
the gold mimes. 

The importance of a direct communication overland between the 
Atlantic and Pacific is pointed out with great clearness and force by 
the secretary, and he suggests that the Indian tribes, through whose 
country the proposed rail-road would pass, should be paid an annual 
sum for the right of way. They should also be paid for the grass con- 
sumed and the game destroyed by the overland emigrants to California. 
If the annuities be paid them in useful articles, and implements of agri- 
culture, they may be “turned from their roving habits and thirst for 
war, and gradually won over to habits of agriculture and civilization.” 
The attention of Congress is called to the Indian tribes in Florida, in 
Texas, New Mexico and California, where agents ought to be ap- 
pointed. A favourable account is given of the progress made in civi- 
lization by the tribes permanently settled on our western borders. He 
recommends an increase of the sum annually appropriated for the 
civilization of the Indians, especially since we are now brought into 
contact with so many more than heretofore. 

The report of the secretary of the navy gives a full detail of the 
several squadrons in active service both at home and abroad, noticing 
the ships composing each, and their operations during the past year. 
The principal facts then noticed are as follows: Contracts, as autho- 
rized by the acts of Congress, for three steam-ships, to carry the mail 
between Oregon and Panama, and for the five mail steamers between 
New York and Liverpool, had been duly made. Some other contracts 
for the transportation of the mail by sea, and for an iron war steamer, 
are also mentioned. The four first-class “sea-going steam-ships,”’ au- 
thorized by the act of Congress of March, 1847, are in progress. 
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They will add greatly to the efficiency of the navy, and a further ad- 
dition to the naval steam force is strongly urged. 

As the number of officers of the higher ranks in the navy is greater 
than is necessary, a reduction is recommended, as well as a retired |ist 
of those who are disqualified for active service, by which change the 
other officers may be kept in active service, so necessary to give them 
the requisite experience and professional skill. 

The attention of Congress is directed to the naval school at Anna- 
polis, as of great value in preparing officers for the navy, but which, 
by some improvements that have been suggested, may be made much 
more efficient. 

The total amount drawn from the treasury during the fiscal year, 
ending June 30, 1849, $18,167,906.56, from which, if a deduction be 
made for repayments, the sum of $16,898,542.97 is the expense of the 
navy and marine corps, together with all objects under the control o 
the naval department for the year. 

Whenever the condition of the country, and the price of labour in 
California will justify it, the secretary recommends the establishment 
of a navy yard, and the construction of a dock on the Pacific for the 
repair and refitting of our public ships. 

The value of stores and materials on hand at the navy yards for 
naval purposes, exclusive of ships building in ordinary, undergoing re- 
pairs and in commission, navy yards and other public lands required 
for the purposes of the navy, with their improvements, is $9,853,921 .27.” 

The secretary of war states that the present strength of the army 
is less than the organizations provided by law. The desertions have 
been unusually great in California. Out of 1,200 troops in that terri- 
tory, two-fifths had deserted for the gold mines in the first eight months 
of the year. Some suggestions are made to check desertion, and en- 
courage enlistment. An increase of the military force, suited to the 
great extension of our frontier, and its increased exposure to the in- 
cursions of predatory Indian tribes. Inconveniences are stated to have 
arisen from the multiplication of brevet commissions, which the secre- 
tary suggests should be merely honorary distinctions, without an in- 
crease of pay, except in special cases. The inconvenience resulting 
‘from the anomalous position of officers holding staff commissions 
which confer rank,”’ is also pointed out, and a remedy suggested. 

The adoption of some rule for retiring disabled officers, and the es- 
tablishment of an asylum for veteran soldiers, are strongly recow- 
mended. ‘The benefits of the military academy at West Point are 
warmly eulogized. 

The outrages committed by the Indians in New Mexico in the 
course of the present year, are noticed, together with the regular troops, 
aided by volunteers, employed in suppressing them. 

Details are given of the disturbances in Florida; of the regular force 
sent for the defence of the inhabitants; of the surrender of the Indivn 
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murderers; of the continued efforts to remove the Indians still remain- 
ing in Florida to the west of the Mississippi; and of the further time 
asked by the Indians for deliberation on the subject of their removal. 

The military operations for keeping the Indians within the limits of 
Texas in check, and the release of many citizens, both of Mexico and 
the United States, who had been made captives by the Indians, are 
also detailed. 

Some progress has been made this year in the establishment of the 
line of military posts on the route to Oregon, which was required by 
the act of May, 1845, but which had been delayed by the Mexican 
war. 

Aid was given by the Indian agents, and the subsistence department 
of the army, to the overland emigrants to California. The fortifica- 
tions on the Pacific, which will be indicated by the engineers now em- 
ployed there in examinations and surveys, are recommended to the at- 
tention of Congress. 

The anomalous condition of California had imposed on the army in 
that territory new and delicate functions, and among them that of col- 
lecting duties on imports until the arrival of the officers appointed by 
the treasury department. The military authorities there have aided 
the civil functionaries in preserving tranquillity. Its measures are sub- 
mitted to the approbation of Congress—reference is made to the fuller 
details given by the several bureaus attached to the war department. 

It appears by the report of the Postmaster-General, that the reve- 
nue of the post office for the last year amounted to $4,905,176, in- 
cluding $200,000 appropriated for mail services to the government. 
The expenses of the establishment, in the same time, were $4,449,049, 
Of the money received for postage, more than four-fifths was on let- 
ters, and less than one-fifth on pamphlets and newspapers. 

There has been a great reduction in the expense of transporting the 
mail since 1845, the cost then being eight cents and one mill per mile; 
but under the operation of Jaws passed in 1845, the cost was reduced 
this year to five cents six mills per mile. The number of mail routes 
on the Ist of July last was 4,943, and their length was 167,703 miles. 

The average annual increase of the postage is between nine and ten 
per cent., which is something more than three times the annual in- 
crease of the population. ‘The excess may be referred partly to the 
increase of wealth, and partly to the advance of civilization. 

As the postage received pays the whole expense of the mail service, 
it virtually pays the cost of all the letters and papers that are within 
the franking privilege. ‘The postmaster-general thinks that if the pub- 
lic service justifies and requires this privilege, it should be paid for out 
of the public treasury, as other branches of the public service, so that 
the postage on letters may be reduced to the amount that is m« rely 
sufficient to defray the expense of the post office establishment. The 
matter now franked by the different departments, and by members of 
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Congress, would, he computes, at the present rates of postage, annu- 
ally pay nearly SI, 400,000. But without interfering with the frank- 
ing privilege, he considers that Congress may safely abolish the ten 
cent postage, so as to subject all letters to the uniform rate of five 
cents, whatever may be the distance. 

The railroad service now extends to 6,138 miles, and is constantly in- 
creasing. ‘The cost of this mode of transportation is greater than any 
other, yet it may yield a greater return, as the mail is now annuall) 
transported by these routes 5,749,040 miles, out of the whole amount 
of 42,549,069 miles, or more than one-eighth, while the length of its 
routes, 6,128 miles, is not one twenty-seventh part of the length of al! 
the routes—167,703 miles. 

The mail is now carried, or soon will be, in steam ships between 
New York and Bremen, by way of Southampton; between Charleston 
and Havana; between New York and New Orleans; between Havana 
and Chagres; between Panama, and California, and Astoria; and be- 
tween New York and Liverpool. Thirteen war steamers carry the 
mail on a part of these lines, the expense of which is greater than the 
postage received on them can support. ‘The postmaster-general hopes, 
therefore, that their annual charge will not continue to be drawn from 
the treasury, as is now done. 

The effect of the postal treaty concluded with Great Britain is, that 
letters on which the postage is pre-paid, pass through the mails of the 
two countries “‘in the same manner as if those countries were one.” 
What one country receives for the other is at stated times accounted 
for and settled. 

California has had, as yet, but to a small extent, the accommodation of 
post offices, in consequence of the high price of labour and rent. The 
great extension of business in this department requires an additional 
number of clerks. In 1837, the number of post offices was 11,767; 
it is now 17,164. The number of quarterly returns was then 48,000; 
it is now 73,000. The number of mail contractors was then 1g82; it 
is now 4,180. The length of the mail routes, which is now 167,863 
miles, was then but 141,242 miles. 

It appears from the official reports of the treasury department, that 
for the year ending June 30, 1849, the whole amount of imports from 
the United States was $147,857 43), and the exports, in the same 
time, were $132,666,955. The domestic produce consisted of 

The products of the sea, - - $2,547,654 
és of the forest, - - 5,917,994 
s of agriculture, = - 111,079,558 
es of manufactures, - - 10,798,473 
The residue of the exports consisted of foreign produce, or of arti- 


cles not enumerated. 
The whole tonnage of the United States, registered and enrolled, 


amounted, on the 30th of June last, to 3,334,015 tons. 
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The number of vessels built in the United States, in the same time, 
was 1547. Their tonnage was 256,577. 

From the relative strength of parties in Congress, and the temper 
already manifested by them in the house of representatives in the elec- 
tion of a speaker, the prospect of the present session is a gloomy one; 
and threatens to realize the worst anticipations formed of it. But we 
see no advantage in shutting our eyes to it. By watching the signs 
of the approaching tempest, we neither increase nor lessen its force, but 
we may be better able to elude or resist it. 

It is now clear that there is a majority in both houses of Congress 
opposed to the administration, by which its action may be impeded and 
even embarrassed: this, however, is but a small part of the evil with 
which we are threatened. The principal questions on which the par- 
ties are likely to be divided, are, 1. That of protecting manufactures. 
2. The adoption of specific in preference to ad valorem duties. 3. 
The warehousing system. 4. The sub-treasury. 5. The admission 
or exclusion of slaves in the newly acquired territories; and 6. The 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

On all these questions, except the two last, the defeated party will 
acquiesce with that Joyal deference which the people of the United 
States habitually show to the will of the majority; but on the ques- 
tions relative to slavery, the case is different. On these the parties 
disagree about those first principles which are equally independent of 
majorities and minorities; and that course which the majority feel 
themselves bound to pursue, the minority regard as an infraction of 
their rights. With this radical difference of parties, who have no um- 
pire to refer to, the union of these states, and, perhaps, the practica- 
bility of self-government, will be subjected to their severest test. If 
no plan of compromise can be adopted, either expressly or silently, and 
both parties obstinately adhere to the ground they have taken, we 
can see no alternative but an open rupture, to be terminated either for- 
cibly by the power of the strongest, or quietly by separation; which, 
it may be remarked, will only defer, but not prevent the same con- 
tests by violence. 

Against this reckless conflict of the passions, there are some conser- 
vative influences which may be sufficient to preserve to these states 
the blessings of union, peace, safety, and happiness. In the first place, 
every reflecting mind is aware that all we most dearly prize in our po- 
litical institutions is dependent on the union; that the natural and in- 
evitable consequences of its dissolution must be perpetual disputes and 
occasional wars between neighbouring states; increased taxation to 
build fortifications and support standing armies, and, finally, a great 
diminution of civil freedom, and the subjection of the weaker states to 
the stronger. These considerations will induce men of both parties, 
who have influence as well as patriotism, to surrender the pride of 
opinion, and even to make some concession of right, to avert the great- 
est of national calamities. Then again, of the severa] questions which 
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divide the two great parties of the country, the majority on one does 
not consist of the same individuals as the majority of another, so that 
the political sympathies on one question may be counteracted by the 
political antipathies on another, and the parties, on the most delicate 
and dangerous questions, be thus brought more nearly to that equili- 
brium which is most favourable to compromise. May they prove suffi- 
cient instruments to continue that unmatched course of prosperity which 
Providence has hitherto bestowed on us. 


MEXICO, &c. 


Notwithstanding the encouraging view taken of the Mexican 
finances by President Herrera in July last, the general government 
still has its pecuniary difficulties, to which, indeed, now that money is 
the great instrument of political power, as well as works of utility, all 
modern states are more or less exposed, whether they be rich or poor, 
weak or strong, despotic or free; and to avoid which is often the most 
onerous duty of their statesmen. In the case of Mexico, the late war 
naturally lessened her resources, and increased her public debt. In 
October last, Sefior Elorriago, the minister of state, submitted to the 
legislature a plan of improving the public credit, of which the princi- 
pal features are as follows: 

The government will proceed to ascertain the amount of the publi 
debt—excluding all claims which are not brought forward by a given 
time. 

The debts, foreign and domestic, shall be reduced to 110 millions of 
dollars, bearing an interest not exceeding 6 per cent. 

The government will proceed to make retrenchments and ameliora- 
tions. 

It will aim to secure an income of $1,500,000, besides the interest 
of the debt: a system of taxation will be forthwith adopted to meet any 
deficiency that may arise. 

It shall discharge no debt with any particular funds, or in any other 
respect different from the arrangement made with all the creditors of 
the state. 

It shall create no office, make sale of no public function, or assign 
any higher salary than that provided by law. 

It shall pay no higher interest than one-half of one per cent. monthly, 
and this only for sums received in specie. 

‘The government shall report to the legislature the result of this plan, 
in case of its adoption, in the session of 1851 or before. 

The plan was substantially adopted, and in pursuance of one of its 
provisions, the pay and salaries of the public officers have been gene- 
rally reduced. The executive has also been permitted to anticipate as 
much of the next instalment of the debt due from the United States, as 
would be necessary to meet the deficit, estimated at $3,000,000. 
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It is understood that the insurgents in Sierra Madre have been en- 
tirely quelled, the troops sent against them disbanded, and that a resto- 
ration of the authority of government is nearly effected throughout the 
Mexican States. ‘The more recent disorders in the States of “Durango 
and Coahuila have been comparatively insignificant. As crime so often 
goes unpunished in Mexico, they are disposed to try the penitentiary 
system as a remedy. 

The war between the whites and the Indians in Yucatan still conti- 
nues. The invincible repugnance manifested by the Indians to submit 
to the Yucatecos, has suggested the plan of dividing Yucatan into two 
States, the capitals of which would be Merida and ‘Campeache: which 
plan i is now agitated. ‘The Indians who now desire this division, will, 
it Is supposed, put themselves, like the Mosquitos, under the protection 
of Great Britain. 

_ 


HAYTI. 


In Hayti, the new dignity of the Emperor Soulouque seems to have 
inspired no awe in his neighbours of the Dominican republic, whatever 
it may have done on his own subjects. In a grandiloquent proclamation 
issued in November by the Dominican government, it avows the pur- 
pose no longer to carry on a war of defence, but to seek the enemy 
“at their own threshold;” and they notice some small successes, both 
on sea and land, since they decided on offensive war. They have ‘burnt 
one town, put the inhabitants of another to flight, and have captured 
a schooner, a sloop, and six boats. 

The new Emperor proposes to protect the industry and the purses 
of his subjects by assuming the monopoly of coffee, their principal arti- 
cle of export, and by a tariff of prices on the principal articles of im- 
port, which no one can exceed on pain of imprisonment. The limited 
prices are, however, exorbitantly high, and perhaps his majesty expects 
to make a greater profit on the ‘coffee he monopolizes, by reason of the 
very large profits he has allowed to importers. It is said that the 
price he pays for coffee to the grower, is 1? of a cent per pound. 


CENTRAL AMERICA. 


In the States of Central America, since the long-projected commu- 
nication between the Atlantic and Pacific through their country seems 
about to be effected, there has been a suspension of the civil wars and 
commotions from which they have never before been free since their 
separation from Spain. The treatment which some of them have re- 
ceived from the British authorities on the Isthmus, which those States 
believe to be lawless and unjust, and which certainly was contemptu- 
ous, have, by exciting a common sympathy, conduced to the same end. 
The completion of the proposed canal would not only give a new im- 
portance to their country in the eyes of the w orld, but would add 
greatly to the value of their lands, and the extension of their commerce. 
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They all appear to be very friendly to the United States, which both 
their hopes and their fears induce them to cherish as their natural pro- 
tectors. It seems highly probable that the collisions between the Ni- 
caraguans and the Mosquito Indians about the right to the navigation 
of the San Juan, and the hostile proceedings of “the British at Gre ye 
town or San Juan de Nicaragua, on the Atlantic, and at Tigre Island 
on the Pacific, will soon be settled, and after awhile forgotter n, in con- 
sequence of the negotiations now going on between the American go- 
vernment and the British minister at Washington. 


SOUTH AMERICA. 


In Venezuela, though Monagas is in the undisputed authority of th; 
government, and now holds his ancient rival and opponent, Gen. Paez, 
a close prisoner, the latter still appears to have manyfriends, and, 
judging from past experience, it is not at all improbable that the civil 
commotions which have so frequently and so long agitated this country, 
will be renewed. 

In the South Pacific American States, there have been lately intes- 
tine troubles as usual, but in Peru the contest for the presidency was 
settled by an appeal to arms. In November, the Congress confirmed 
an arrangement made between their envoy in London and their credi- 
tors, by which the debts of 1822 and 1823 are to bear an interest of 
4 per cent., which is to be annually increased half of one per cent. until 
1853, from which time it is to be 6 per cent.; and a syusequent debt, 
payable i in 1848, is to bear one per cent. interest until 1852, and in- 
creasing as before until 1856, it is then to bear an interest of three per 
cent. 

In the Argentine republic, the chief subject of public interest re- 
cently has been the offer of General Rosas to resign the supreme au- 
thority, and the vehement opposition made to his proposal by the 
Buenos Ayreans. Whether he was sincere in his purpose or not, there 
seems to be little doubt that he will retain the power he has so long 
and so energetically wielded. 

It is rumoured that a part of the Emperor of Brazil’s wide-spread 
domain is to be allotted to his son-in-law, the Prince de Joinville, and 
that in this way a large debt due from his Brazilian majesty to Louis 
Philippe is to be cancelled. There has been an insurrection at Pernam- 
buco, the second town in Brazil, and the insurgents refusing the terms 
of the amnesty offered, the governor of the province was preparing to 
attack them. 
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EUROPE: 
The year being about to close let us take a coup d’wil at the Euro- 
pean continent. 
When we recollect the political condition of Europe but a year since, 
and compare it with its present state, we can scarcely believe that the 
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same countries can present such a contrast within that brief term; and 
the commotions of 1848, which shook almost every state of Europe, 
seem to us like the scenes of a troubled dream. As soon as a Parisian 
mob had overturned monarchy in France, backed as it apparently was, 
by consummate arts of state policy, and an obsequious army of more 
than 200,000 men, the people almost every where else determined to 
assert their rights, and to restrict the power of their sovereigns with- 
in the narrowest limits, if they did not deprive them of it altogether. 
Then we saw these same sovereigns, whose will had been the law to 
their people, trembling with apprehension; glad to surrender one half 
of their power for the sake of retaining the rest; affecting to yield 
willingly what they could no longer withhold; and every where 
sanctioning, sometimes even tendering constitutions in which the rights 
of conscience, the freedom of the press, the rights of self-legislation and 
self-taxation and universal suffrage were recognised as unquestionable 
rights of the people. In this upheaving of society, power and its or- 
dinary attendants so shifted hands that the haughty tyrant and the 
cowering slave seemed to have changed places. 

When the storm of popular enthusiasm, to which every thing at 
first gave way, had spent much of its force, and men found that their 
new-born liberty had not realized their fond expectations—that poverty, 
and crime, and the bad passions of man’s nature, must be ever produc- 
tive of his misery; and that the very love of civil freedom, which in 
itself is so elevated a sentiment, and has really produced so much that 
is pure, and noble, and useful, may lead its reckless votaries to the 
most barefaced injustice and the most atrocious crimes—a reaction took 
place. It then seemed that, in the frantic spirit of innovation engen- 
dered by civil revolution, the approved rules of law, order, and morality, 
were about to be subverted; and that the rights of property, which 
sets all the machinery of civil society in motion, and gives it endurance 
as well as life, were about to be abrogated. Then it was that the 
mass of the French nation out of the cities, and not a small number 
within their limits, became alarmed, and doubting the practicability of 
the liberal schemes of policy they had aimed at, they determined on re- 
tracing their steps toacertain point. It was thus that they preferred for 
their chief magistrate, one who was connected by blood and name with 
him by whom the glory of France had been raised to a higher point 
than it had ever before reached, and who was known to have inherited 
some of the influence of his uncle’s great name. The very ambition 
his early life had exhibited, which so far exceeded his talents or his 
circumstances, and which tended to alienate the more ardent friends of 
republicanism, recommended him to the holders of property. Around 
him, therefore, they determined to rally; and the same fears of the 
wild excesses of the Socialists and Red Republicans—the one as un- 
hesitating in their ends, as the other was unscrupulous in their means— 
that made them elect him, made them uphold him after he was elected. 
In his constant reference to the necessity of law and order, he aims to 
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keep alive these fears, and thus to maintain a salutary check upon the 
legislature, who are aware of his influence, his hopesand his views, which 
though they do not approve, they dare not openly resist, lest his power 
should be thereby strengthened, and his ambitious purposes furthered. 
There are, however, other counteractions to the President’s aspirations 
to imperial power and rank. These are parties which respectively 
support the claims of the two branches of the Bourbons. So far as 
checking the republican spirit is concerned, both those parties go hand- 
in-hand with Louis Napoleon. But whenever they think there is the 
shadow of a chance for a monarch of the “‘ legitimate race,” they will be 
as much opposed to the increase of the power of the president as are 
the republicans themselves. But for these counteractions, it is likely 
that Louis Napoleon would ere this have tried the strength of his ad- 
vantages, and made more unequivocal demonstration of his purposes. 
Affairs, however, seem not likely to go on much longer in their pre- 
sent train; and financial difficulties at home, or foreign wars, may calm 
the fever that is now secretly gathering strength to manifest itself, and 
to give impulse and direction to a new revolution. 

Republicanism in Italy and Germany, thus deprived of the counte- 
nance and support of France, was shorn of more than half its strength. 
The supporters of monarchical power in these countries, being in pos- 
session of office and authority, familiar with the exercise of power, and 
supported by the military who had not been, as in France, inoculated with 
sympathy for the cause of the people, profited by the change they so 
rejoiced to see, and were soon able to regain all they had lost. The 
union of all the German States—that plan of confederation which was 
to combine civil freedom with national grandeur, has fled like a vision. 
The sovereigns of Austria and Prussia seem to be reinstated in despotic 
power. Hungary, frustrated in her heroic efforts, first to regain her 
ancient rights, and failing in that, to obtain national independence, is 
about to be reduced lower than ever in the scale of political existence. 

Italy, that seemed for awhile to have achieved emancipation from 
the iron rule of her sovereigns, foreign and domestic, is again subjected 
to arbitrary power; and the people of Sardinia, Lombardy, the Papal 
States, Naples and Sicily, as well as in the minor States of that beauti- 
ful peninsula, are again reduced to a seemingly hopeless servitude. 

But, after all, the present may be but the second act of the great 
drama now going on between those who exercise political power and 
those who feel its pressure; and in the chain of causes and effects now 
in operation, we may see several other great changes before the same 
drama is concluded. 

Prussia having a more intelligent population than any other part of 
Germany, the measures of the court party there are likely to be more 
moderate and guarded—to wear the semblance of the public good, 
which mankind now generally regard as the first duty of every govern- 
ment, whatever may be its form. Perhaps, too, it is intended that the 
sentiment of German nationality as well as the love of civil freedom 
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should find safe vent in perfecting the federal constitution which the 
principal German States have submitted to the rest, and the provisions 
of which are soon to be under deliberation. 

In Austria, as the army is larger, more uniformly submissive to the 
government, and the people are less enlightened, the Emperor is likely 
to be reinstated in his former power in every part of his dominions. 
In Hungary, indeed, the government will seek to extend its power; 
but there its purposes will be constantly encountering difficulty so long 
as the Hungarians retain the memory of their ancient rights, the heroic 
self-devotion by which those rights have been defended, and the cruelties 
with which the victors have marked their triumph. Whenin Poland a 
period of seventy-five years has not been able to efface the remem- 
brance of her independence and her wrongs, who can suppose that the 
Hungarians, a people superior in intelligence, can be soon oblivious of 
theirs? Her oppressors show their fears upon this subject, by their 
anxiety that Kossuth and his brave compatriots should be delivered 
up. Let us now turn our attention to the separate European States. 






















GREAT BRITAIN. 


The discontents excited in Canada by the bill to indemnify the suf- 
ferers in the late insurrection, though much mitigated, have not yet 







5 passed away, and the project to which they gave rise of annexation 
: to the United States, still has its advocates and supporters. But the 
q petition or memorial which the friends of annexation put forth, gave 





rise toa counter memorial which was signed by a yet greater number of 
names, and the disaffection seems likely to pass away for the time, with- 
out any lasting or visible effects. The removal of the seat of govern- 
ment for the Canadas from Montreal to Toronto, has doubtless contri- 
buted to increase the disaffection at the former place. 

It is known that the speculative politicians of Great Britain have 
been, for some time, divided on the question whether colonial pos- 
sessions were really profitable to a nation or not: many, of late years, 
insisting that they do not repay to the mother country the cost of pro- 
tecting and governing them; that in some of them the expense of the 
military force there maintained exceeds the gross amount of their trade, 
and, consequently, must be equal to many times the profits of that 
trade. Even where they are less burdensome, the cost of defending 
them is considerable; and this cost, and that of the precautionary mea- 
sures taken to secure their dependence and obedience, so largely de- 
ducts from the profits afforded by the monopoly of their trade, as to 
make the difference comparatively insignificant. They, moreover, 
multiply the chances of rivalship, of conflicting interests, and, finally, 
of war with other nations; and they distract the attention of statesmen 
which should be concentrated on the home interests. 
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A large portion, probably much the largest portion of the British 
nation, are not converts to this new doctrine. Multitudes are directly 
benefited by the colonial import or export trade; and a yet greater 
number regard the colonies as monuments of the nation’s present power, 
as well as of its past prowess, and none of these are willing to sur- 
render certain profit or glory for the chance of lower taxes. But the 
present ministry belong to the party who favour these economical 
views, and it is probably the influence of those views, as much as a 
prudent acquiescence in what could not be permanently prevented, 
which has induced the ministers to intimate to the colonial authorities 
in Canada that if the people of that country really desired annexation 
to the United States, the government would not oppose it. 

The course which the British government has pursued towards the 
little republic of Nicaragua has been already noticed. If its purpose 
is merely to share in the proposed communication between the Atlantic 
and Pacific, and not to get the monopoly of the commerce that will 
there find a channel, the late measures of their Consul General, Mr. 
Chatfield, will be disavowed. It will make no further opposition to 
the grant made by Nicaragua to citizens of the United States, by 
which the projected canal will be open to all nations upon equal 
terms ; and it will aid in bringing about the same great result by treaty 
engagements with the United States. 

If the British government has not seemed to show as much modera- 
tion and forbearance towards the petty states of Nicaragua and Hon- 
duras as became a great and powerful nation, it has acted a truly noble 
part in supporting Turkey against the threatened hostility of Russia ; and 
if we complain that she has not fulfilled one half of the Roman maxim 
of magnanimity—parcere subjectis—we should be prompt to give her 
credit for having well discharged the other—debellare superbos. ‘The 
British ministry as well as the British people have manifested the 
liveliest sympathy for the Hungarians in their late glorious struggle 
for independence, and in the sad consequences of their defeat; and when 
it was known that the Emperor of Russia by his Envoy, Prince 
Radzivil, required of the Turkish Sultan that the Hungarians who had 
sought an asylum in his dominions should be given up, Sir Stratford 
Canning, the British Minister at Constantinople, who had been un- 
wearied in his efforts to serve the Hungarian cause, induced the Sultan 
to resist the arrogant demand, by the assurance that he would probably 
have the support of Great Britain, even if it should lead to war. 
France was induced to take the same generous course, but in taking it, 
her President, wishing, perhaps, not to make an ungracious return for 
the personal civilities of the Czar, seemed rather to follow than to lead. 

While this matter, of so threatening an aspect to Turkey, was 
pending, the Sultan’s Minister of Foreign Affairs put the following 
queries to the British and French Plenipotentiaries then at Constanti- 
nople, to which their answers are respectively annexed: 
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1. Do the treaties of Kutchuck and Passarovitch authorize Russia 
and Austria to demand the Hungarian refugees? 

Answe r. No. 

Would the refusal by Turkey be an infraction of those treaties? 
ri It would not. 

3. Would those powers, in consequence of such refusal, be justified 
in declaring war against Turkey? 

Ans. The treaties do not admit of such a construc tion, and, conse- 
quently, a declaration of war would be unjustifiable. 

4, In the event of such a declaration of war, would England and 
France assist Turkey with an armed force? 

Ans. The envoys cannot guaranty such assistance without the in- 
weir of their re spec tive governments. 

Are the refugees claimed by Russia, the subjects of Russia? 

ri Some of them may be, but the generality of them are not. 

6. In case the refusal by Turkey should interrupt the peaceful re- 
lations between her and the other powers, would France and England 
interpose to re-establish harmony between them? 

Ans. Yes. 

The subject being taken into consideration by the grand council of 
Turkey, they were unanimous in refusing to deliver up the Hangarian 
refugees ; but as Russia seemed disposed to insist on their delivery, the 
English fleet, under Admiral Parker, of seven ships of the line, one 
frigate and three steam ships, which had been in the Levant awaiting 
the result of the pending negotiations, were forthwith ordered to the 
Dardanelles. Sir Stratford Canning was, moreover, instructed to in- 
form the Emperor of Russia that, in case of his rupture with Turkey, 
England would make a common cause with her. 

In the great number and vast extent of the colonial possessions of 
Great Britain, it can scarcely ever happen that all of them should be 
at once prosperous and quiet. The discontents and disturbances in 
Canada have been already mentioned. In Jamaica, and some of her 
other colonies in the West Indies and Guyana, the planters still feel the 
effects of struggling, under the disadvantages of dearer and insufficient 
labour, against the cheaper sugar of Cuba and Brazil. The exports 
of those colonies to Great Britain continue to decline, and their estates 
proportionally fall in value. 

A very different cause of complaint lately arose at the Cape of Good 
Hope. The government, by way of lessening the expense of their 
convict system, decided on sending some of these outcasts of society to 
that settlement. But on the arrival of the ship Neptune, with several 
hundreds of them, in the month of Se ptember last, the liveliest com- 
motion was excited among the inhabitants, and the ‘y determined with 
one voice on opposing their admission into the colony at all hazards. 
At a general meeting, the colonists entered into “a mutual pledge” 
that they would have | no connexion with any one who “ would assist in 
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supporting convict felons,’ and would furnish no supplies to the public 
ships of war so long as the Neptune remained in the bay. They in- 
sisted that the Governor, Sir Harry Smith, should send back the con- 
victs without suffering them to land. They declared in their public 
address that the convicts * must not, cannot, shall not be landed in the 
colony.” During the excitement, the mob attacked the house of a pub- 
lic officer, and committed other excesses, whereupon the Governor 
issued a proclamation in which he stated that such outrages should 
be put down by the police, and, if necessary, by the military. The excite- 
ment among the colonists continued as late as the 27th of October, and it 
is said that the convicts are to be transported to Van Diemen’s Land, 
but that, in consideration of the extraordinary privations and sufferings 
to which they have been exposed, most of them will be liberated when 
they arrive at the place of their final destination. Perhaps, however, 
when the first ebullitions of popular feeling have passed away, the colo- 
nists may acquiesce in the purposes of the ¢ government. The colony at 
the Cape contains somewhat more than 100,000 whites, half English 
and half Dutch, and 50,000 blacks. 

The insurrection in Cephalonia has been entirely suppressed, and 
some twenty or thirty of the insurgents have been executed by Com- 
missioner Ward under the authority of martial law, put in force after 
the insurrection. The British government consents to give a popular 
form to the Ionian legislature. 

Among the questions which now engage the public attention in Eng- 
land, the most prominent seems to be that of protection to the agri- 
cultural interests. The policy of a free trade in grain seems to have 
lost some of the popularity which procured the repeal of the corn Jaws. 
While the agricultural class very sensibly feel the injurious consequences 
of the competition of cheaper corn from abroad to which that repeal 
subjects them, the consuming classes appear not to have equally felt 
the correspondent benefit. There has, hence, been some reaction in 
public opinion, and public meetings are now held throughout the king- 
dom in favour of protection. It is even said that the members of the 
cabinet are divided on this question, and that a part of them are now 
the advocates of a moderate duty. It remains to be seen whether this 
change is one of those oscillations of public sentiment which great re- 
forms in national policy often experience before their final success, or 
whether the nee of protecting domestic corn growers, which has 
been assailed and defended ever since the days of Adam Smith, will 
continue to be an unsettled question. 

The provisions of the new navigation act have been reciprocated by 
most commercial nations; and British ships will be admitted, after the 
Ist of Febr uary, into the ports of the United States, Sweden, Prussia, 
Hanover, the Hanse Towns, Denmark, Russia, the Italian States, 
Greece, the Ottoman Empire, and the States of Central and South 
America, on the same terms as their own vessels. 

Pariiament is expected to meet early in February. 
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FRANCE, 


It seems that President Bonaparte’s letter to his aid-de-camp, Col. 
Ney, in August last, and which was apparently intended to conciliate 
the confidence of the re pub lican party, manifestly a very strong one, 
and, judging by the elections, now on the increase, did not meet with 
the approbation of his cabinet; and that even those ministers who did 
not much object to the tenor of the letter itself, were opposed to its 
public ation. Thus thwarted in a favourite purpose by those on whose 
obsequiousness he had counted, their opposition was made the occasion 
of an entire change of ministers. This took place in October, and a 
new ministry was “forthwith appointed. On the 31st of October, the 
President. informed the legislative assembly of the fact, and assigned 
his reasons for the change. He said he had, i in the selection of his 
first cabinet, appointed men of opposite opinions, and the result, instead 
of being amalgamation, as he had expected, had proved to be neutrali- 
zation; unity of action had been prevented, and conciliation had been 
regarded as weakness. Adverting to his own election by so vast 
a popular majority, he remarked that a whole system had triumphed 
on the LOth of December; “for,” said he, “ the name of Napoleon is a 
programme in itself. It means order, authority, religion, welfare of 
the people at home, the national dignity abroad. It is the triumph of 
that policy, inaugurated by my election, which I seek with the support 
of the assembly and the pe ople. I wish to be worthy the confidence 
of the nation, by maintaining the constitution to which I have sworn. 
[ wish to inspire in the country, by my loyalty, my perseverance, and 
my firmness, such confidence as to give new life to business, and hope 
in the future.” 

“The letter of the constitution has, doubtless, a great influence upon 
the destinies of a country, but the manner in which it is a are 
has, perhaps, a far greater one. ‘The longer or shorter duration of 
government has contributed, doubtless, greatly to the stability of pub lic 
affairs, but it is also by ideas and by principles that the government 
knows how to reassure socie ty. ” 

“ Let us then again raise-up authority, without causing alarm to real 
pose Let us calm anxiety by be sIdly eurbin ig bad passions, and by 
siving a useful direction to all noble interests.’ 

“Let us consolidate the principles of religion, without abandoning 
any thing of the conquests of the revolution, and we will save the coun- 
try, in spite of factions, ambitious men, and even of those imperfections 
which may exist in our institutions.’ 

The following is a list of the new ministers: 

General D’ Hautpoul, minister of War. 

M. De Raymoal, minister of Foreign Affairs. 

M. Ferdinand Barrot, minister of Interior, 

M. Rouber, minister of Justice. 
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M. Bineau, minister of Public Works. 


M. Parien, minister of Public Instruction and Worship. 

M. Dumas, minister of Agriculture and Commerce. 

M. Achille Fould, minister of Finances. 

Admiral Romain Desfosses, minister of Marine. 

It is understood that all the members of the cabinet agree in politi- 

cal sentiment with a majority of the legislature. ‘This change of mi- 
nistry happened very opportunely for closing the correspondence be- 
tween Mr. Clayton and M. de Tocqueville, and facilitated the publi 
reception of Mr. Rives, that took place soon afterwards, by whic! 
the way is smoothed to a complete restoration of good feeling bet ween 
the United States and France. The President wishing to unite cour- 
tesy to the American minister with a salvo of what might be due to 
the dignity of France, remarked that as Mr. Rives came from a re- 
public, there was no difficulty in his reception; but had he been the 
ambassador of a monarchical government, he could not have been re- 
ceived. 

Nor was the letter to Colonel Ney the only manifestation of the 
President’s wish to gain the favour of the liberal party in France. 
The French envoy at Constantinople has gone hand in hand with Sir 
Stratford Canning in his interposition in behalf of Turkey, so as to 
lead the world to believe that France would concur with England in 

taking up arms to defend Turkey against her powerful and domineer- 
ing neighbour. As an earnest of her purpose, a French fleet of six 
ships of the line, two frigates, and two steamers, was ordered to the 
Dardanelles, in co-operation with the British fleet. 

The great confidence which the recent measures of Louis Napoleon 
show that he has in his popularity, and the influence of his name, an 
thought by many to indicate that some great political change is meii- 
tated, especially when certain passages in his late excursions into the 
provinces are recollected; but perhaps his course may be merely th 
result of that sanguine and self-confident temper by which the French 
President is so strongly characterized. 

The future political destiny of France still remains an insoluble pro- 
blem. No one believes that things are to continue in their present 
state, yet no one can pronounce with any confidence what new phases 
her government is about to assume; and supposing she will again resort 
to the monarchical form, which a majority of the nation, disappointed 
in the past efforts to establish a republic, and apprehensive of the fu- 
ture, may think the safest and most suitable to France and Frenchmen, 
it is impossible to say whether the new dynasty is to be of one of the 
branches of the Bourbons, or of the Bonaparte stock. It is equally clear 
that the republican party, though probably a minority throughout all 
France, constitute a powerful party, particularly in Paris, as to num- 
bers, energy, and talents. 

Their financial budget exhibits large arrears of debt, with a pros- 
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pect of increase; and between the pecuniary necessities of the govern- 
ment, and the fear of offending the voters, the government and the 
legislature find themselves not a little embarrassed. Where indirect 
taxes, as in France, are not sufficient to meet the public expenditure, 
the legislature must choose between an insufficient revenue and a dis- 
contented people. It is this inherent difficulty of reconc’ling public 
burdens with public favour, which has given such encouragement to 
the schemes of the socialists, according to which, governments are re- 
quired to assume the functions of occupying and rewarding labour as 
well as of taxing It. 

About the middle of August last, the French frigate Poursuivante 
and a steamer arrived at Honolulu, the capital of the Sandwich Islands, 
when M. Dillon, the French consul, demanded of the Hawaiian govern- 
ment, Ist, a reduction of the duties on brandies and wines, and a return 
of all the duties on those articles collected since 1846. 2. The same 
rights to Catholics as to Protestants. 3. The repeal of the law which 
subjects whaling ships to port charges. 4. The remission of a fine 
which had been imposed on the master of a whaling ship; and three 
days were allowed to the government to comply with these terms or 
reject them. On their rejection by the Hawaiian government, the 
French landed a body of troops, took possession of a fort, spiked the 
cannon, and threw them from the ramparts; and hoisted the French 
flag, though without taking down that of the Hawaiian government. 
After keeping possession of the fort for three days, they abandoned it, 
and their ships left the island with M. Dillon and his family. The 
American, British, Danish, Peruvian, and Chilian consuls protested 
against these acts; and the British consul offered his mediation, but it 
was refused by the French. It is not yet known whether the conduct 
of the French officers was authorized by their government, or will re- 
ceive its sanction. It is delicately alluded to by General Taylor in his 
opening message to Congress. 

General Baraguay d’Hilliers, the last military and diplomatic repre- 
sentative of the French government at Rome, has made a strong re- 
monstrance against the political measures pursued by the three cardi- 
nals whom the Pope had empowered to act in his behalf, and has even 
threatened them with the displeasure of the French President. He 
went to Naples to endeavour to overcome the Pope’s objections to re- 
turn to Rome. Among the anecdotes circulated at Paris, it is told 
that when General Baraguay d’Hilliers assured Pius IX. that the 
French government would guaranty his safety and authority in Rome, 
the Pope replied, “ But who will guaranty the continuance of your 
government ?”’ 

The proposed tax on liquors, which was taken off in May last, is 
still under discussion in the legislative assembly. The members are 
divided between the large amount of money which this tax would bring 
into the treasury, now so much in need of it, and the unpopularity of 
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the tax, the effects of which would be so naturally felt in the nex; 
elections. The indications were all in favour of its passage. 

There has been an insurrection in Algiers, but it has been quelled by 
the military force which France has there. The town of Zaatch; 
was taken by storm in November last. 


PRUSSIA. 


The chief objects of public concern in Prussia, for some month) 
past, have been its own constitution, and that of the proposed German 
Confederation. The constitution which Frederick William granted to 
his people in December, 1848, expressly provided that it should he 
subject to the revision of the two legislative chambers. It has, ac- 
cordingly, been so revised, and the work was expected to be brought 
to a close before Christmas. When, in its amended form, it has re- 
ceived the royal assent, and the king has sworn to support it, it wil] 
be obligatory upon him and the people. Should it be thus sanctioned, 
as it mre will, Prussia will have made a great advance towards a 
liberal and representative government. 

On the scheme of German unity, the mind of the king seems to have 
greatly vacillated. Sometimes he appeared to be friendly to the views 
of the Frankfort parliament, sometimes hostile ; and finally he became 
its decided opponent, probably, both because he was convinced that the 
constitution they had prepared for United Germany could not be 
adopted against the determined opposition of Austria, and because it 
was more democratic in its character than he considered safe or expe- 
dient. The great object of this assembly having thus proved a failure, 
and its functions having virtually ceased,* the Prussian monarch ¢e- 

cided on making another attempt to unite ‘the German States in a fede- 
ral league under better auspices. Should the plan succeed, it woul: 
make him very popular with the whole German race, still Aes 
desiring a political union, and might further gratify his ambition by bis 
becoming the head of the new confederation. All the German States 
have been accordingly invited to send deputies to a convention to li 
held at Erfurt, a fortified town in his own dominions, on the 31st of 
January next. 

The Emperor of Austria, seeing nothing in such a confederation, but 
a diminution of his own rank and power in Germany, and an increase 
of those of his ambitious rival, has opposed this scheme as well as those 
which preceded it; and has formally protested against it, since, being 
addressed to all the German States, it is calculated to bring some o! 
his dominions under the subjection of Prussia. The correspondenc: 
between the sovereigns of Austria and Prussia, taken in connexion wit! 


* A new provisional central power for Germany has been formed, to which th 
archduke John, the vicar of the Empire, has given his consent, and has resigne: 
his office. (See Chronicle.) 
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the presumed sentiments of both, were thought for awhile to threaten 
an open rupture. The prospect of that has now passed away, and a 
large majority, if not all the States of Germany, are expected to meet 
at Erfurt on the last of January, to agree on the terms of a German 
Confederation. 

Among the rumours lately put in circulation, one is that the King 
of Prussia is about to resign his power in favour of his nephew, the 
Prince of Prussia. This report has derived some credit from the per- 
sonal character of Frederick William, who is believed to be wavering 
in his purposes, and operated on by the impulse of the moment ; and it 
is possible, too, that he may resign the crown of Prussia as a means of 
becoming the Emperor of the Confederation. 


AUSTRIA. 


The Emperor of Austria having, by the aid of his Russian ally, 
suppressed the Hungarian revolt, his next objects were to punish the 
offenders, and to guard against the recurrence of a similar evil. In 
the first of these purposes, he has exhibited a severity that has greatly 
shocked the feelings of mankind. General Haynau, who was appointed 
to this duty, so odious in general to brave men, seems to have dis- 
charged it with peculiar pleasure, and to have amply gratified the vin- 
dictive feelings of his employers. Victims were sacrificed without re- 
gard to rank, age, or sex, and the streets of Pesth were stained with 
the blood of some of the purest and best in Hungary. Among these, 
Count Batthyany, who had been formerly the Emperor’s chief minister 
in that country, and who had taken no active part in the insurrection, 
was particularly regretted. ‘To punish him for his supposed secret 
wishes, he was, by some refinement of reasoning, found guilty of vio- 
lating “the pragmatic sanction.” His large estates were forfeited, 
and his wealth was supposed to have contributed to his condemnation. 

Not satisfied with the executions in Hungary, the Emperor united 
with the Czar of Russia in demanding of the Turkish Sultan the sur- 
ender of Kossuth, Bem, Dembinski, and other distinguished Hun- 
garians who had taken refuge in Turkey. The demand, as we have 
seen, was refused, and it is probable that the general remonstrance of 
the civilized world, and yet more the active intervention of Great 
Britain backed by France, induced the reluctant acquiescence of these 
Emperors in the refusal. But their vengeance was not altogether dis- 
appointed. The Sultan, by a compromise between his honour and his 
prudence, or his fears, though he would not surrender the refugees, 
agreed to retain them under a strict surveillance in his dominions for 
a twelvemonth; and the better to enable him to do so. they were re- 
moved to Shumla, a town in the interior of Bulgaria. Under an exist- 
ing treaty between Russia and Turkey, the Sultan was probably bound 
to deliver up the Polish insurgents, who had not embraced the Moslem 
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faith, which many of them, it is said, have done. These refugees were 
marched off from Widdin to Shumla, in separate detachments, accori- 
ing to their respective nations, having first received a solemn and af- 
fecting address from Kossuth; and the Sultan not only provided fo; 
their necessary wants, but generously distributed a considerable sur 
of money among them. 

Many changes, of a precautionary character, have been made by the 
Austrian government in the civil regulations of the country; and it js 
thought that more radical changes are meditated, until the civil polity 
of Hungary i is assimilated to the rest of the Emperor’ s dominions. A 
gens d’armerie, or military police, has been established, whose duty 
it is to keep a strict watch over the Hungarian people, and to enforce 
many restrictions on the personal liberty they formerly enjoyed. Thy 
government has as yet met with difficulty in finding men of rank an( 
respectability willing to undertake the execution of these new feu 
tions; and the commissions granted for that purpose have, in many in- 
stances, been peremptorily refused. Some of the most wealthy, and 
among them Count Esterhazy, have sold their estates, with a view, n 
doubt, to their removal from the country. It will probably require a 
degree of lenity and firmness, not often seen united, before Hungary 
will again be one of the secure possessions of the Austrian empire. 

The Austrian government finds another subject of solicttude ani 
embarrassment in its finances. The expenses of the army this year are 
computed to have been double the amount of the public revenue; and, 
as usual, the difficulty of borrowing increases with the pressure of its 
wants. Hungary can contribute little at this time to replenish the 
imperial treasury. Its currency of late consisted principally of paper 
money, which policy had induced Kossuth to issue to a large amount, 
and patriotism had induced the Hungarian patriots to receive. As the 
present government refuses to redeem this money, and it has conse- 
quently become valueless to the holder, the loss must be a heavy one 
to the mass of the people. It is said that it is carefully preserved, and 
even buried by the peasants, in the expectation that it will be one day 
exchanged for gold and silver. 

The relative position of Austria in Europe is greatly changed within 
the last two years. Not only is her supremacy in Germany greatly 
impaired, and even put in jeopardy, but she can no longer, for the pre- 
sent at least, become an obstacle to the colossal ambition of Russia: 
and should the Czar insist on holding Wallachia and Moldavia, and 
come to an open rupture with Turkey, she may find she has paid a 
high price for the aid of her potent neighbour, timely and efficient as 
it was. 
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RUSSIA. 


However confident the Emperor Nicholas was of quelling the insur- 
rection in Hungary, and of again bringing that brave people under the 
dominion of Austria, the success of his armies seemed to have exceeded 
his expectations. His expressions of delight are said to have passed 
all bounds, and, by a ukase issued in August, the same martial honours 
were decreed to Prince Paskiewitch, as had previously been reserved 
for the emperor alone, and these honours were be paid to the victorious 
general even in the cities in which the emperor then resided. 

The expected consequences of the Czar’s successes in Hungary pro- 
bably caused no small part of his exultation. His purposes hardly 
seemed doubtful. Having by his timely assistance to Austria, the most 
formidable obstacle to his further aggrandizement in Europe, neutral- 
ized her opposition, and converted for the nonce an ancient foe into a 
grateful friend, he seems to have thought that the time had come for 
him to make some demonstration of his long-settled designs against 
Turkey. 

Pretexts are never wanting for picking a quarrel by the strong 
against the weak, and at first the principalities of Wallachia and Mol- 
davia, over which Turkey and Russia have a divided sovereignty, ap- 
peared likely to afford such a pretext, but the Hungarians who have 
taken refuge in Turkey seem to have furnished a better. Her ambas- 
sador at Constantinople, together with that of Austria, required that 
Kossuth and other distinguished Hungarian exiles should be delivered 
up, according to the treaty of Passarowitch, well knowing that protection 
had been promised to them by the Sultan, and that as the demand could 
not be complied with without dishonour, it would be refused. It was 
to no purpose that explanations to justify the refusal were offered. 
They were disregarded, and the imperial ambassadors at once put an 
end to all diplomatic relations between their governments and the 
Porte. The Sultan then despatched an envoy, Fuad Effendi, to the 
Emperor of Russia to deprecate his wrath, if possible; but the effort 
had probably been unavailing, but for the spirited intervention of Eng- 
land, backed as it was by the popular sentiment in France, and to 
whose impulses the executive of France finally yielded. Not contented 
with speaking, they acted also. An English fleet of seven ships of the 
line, and four smaller ships, and a French fleet of six ships of the line, 
and fourteen smaller ships, entered the Dardanelles about the last of 
October, ready to defend Constantinople or attack the Russian squa- 
(ron of twenty-six ships, according to circumstances. The Czar’s 
purpose was changed, not, however, without expressing his resentment 
against Great Britain; and the death-struggle of Mahometanism in 
Europe was, for the time, postponed. Count Nesselrode, the Russian 
prime minister, now informed Fuad Effendi, that the Czar demanded 
that the Hungarian refugees should be located in the interior of Can- 
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dia, or such other part of the Turkish territory as would ensure thei; 
being under the surveillance of the government. They might even be 
permitted to go to France or England. Since that time the exiles which 
were previously at Widdin, on the Danube, have been ordered from 
that place to Shumla, a town in the heart of Bulgaria. This change, 
it would seem, from an address of Kossuth to his brethren in exile, is 
very acceptable to the Hungarians themselves. They are there more 
out of the reach of Russian violence; and, as Kossuth told them, they 
could also more easily get back to their own country, in case of ano- 
ther struggle to obtain her independence. 

While the superiority of Russia over Turkey must continue to in- 
crease, unless the Turkish polity and institutions undergo a radical 
change, yet the conquest of twenty-five millions of people, warlike and 
brave, and whose bravery is stimulated by all the great incentives to 
national animosity—by diversities of religion, language, and manners; 
by neighbourhood, and by ancient recollections—is no easy achieve- 
ment; and Russia must have a yet larger army than she has ever sent 
abroad, and a yet richer treasury, before she can count upon success. 
Her superiority even over European Turkey, at present, is not greater 
than Spain has over Portugal, and not so great as France has over 
Belgium or Switzerland, or England over Scotland, and yet the infe- 
rior nations, though often humbled, were yet able to preserve their in- 
dependence. 

Russia counts as auxiliaries not only on Greece, but on all who be- 
long to the Greek church, and she has diligently sought to obliterate 
or sooth the patriotic griefs of her Polish subjects for the loss of their 
existence as a nation, by the wider and more comprehensive sentiment 
of panslavism, which she loses no opportunity of cherishing; which 
she expects to bring to bear against Austria, if need be, no less than 
against Turkey; and which, by its opposition to the Magyars, in the 
late struggle of the Hungarians, has weakened the cause of Polish pa- 
triotism, 

Thus checked for a time in her further progress, Russia may look 
to the east, and seek in Persia for further aliment to her ambition, or 
even to British India, to which she will be further stimulated by the 
recent intervention of England in behalf of Turkey. The gallant Cir- 
cassians have been at length compelled to yield to overpowering force, 
and the Caucasian mountains no longer present any impediment to the 
southern march of Russian troops into the Turkish dominions, east of 
the Black Sea. But while they have thus been forced into submis- 
sion, the benefit of this proof of Russia’s resistless power may be out- 
weighed by showing how difficult it is to conquer even a smal] commu- 
nity at once brave, warlike, and determined on resistance. Nor in 
truth has the Czar abandoned all chance of further aggrandizement in 
the west. He still holds a considerable military force, said to number 
51,000 men, in Wallachia and Moldavia, and seems to evade a final 
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a and amicable adjustment with Turkey on the subject of the Polish re- 
fugees. Enough yet remains unsettled to be improved into a cause of 

war, if, in the ever-changing circumstances and relations of European 
States, war should be deemed advisable. 











ITALY. 


The political condition of this peninsula is apparently now very 
nearly what it was in the beginning of the preceding year, though 
every part has been in the interval the theatre of war or civil commo- 
tion. In the papal states, indeed, the restoration to their former poli- 
tical condition has been begun, but is not yet consummated. France 
still retains her anomalous position at Rome, holding it as a conquered 
city, in which she has a garrison; but all the while professing senti- 
ments of amity and good will to its former sovereign, the Pope, whom 
she urges to return to his dominions, and to resume his power. This 
he bas shown himself willing enough to do by his agents, but refuses 
todo in person. He still remains a voluntary exile in the dominions 
of the king of Naples, and while he has profited by the interposition 
of France, attended as it was by violence and bloodshed, he seems loth 
to regard the French as his benefactors; but in a late manifesto, dated 
September 12, of his future plan of government, neither France, nor 
her President, nor the French army are mentioned: from which it 

q would seem that their claims to his gratitude are no longer recog- 

4 nised. 

a In this proclamation, which being made in the Pope’s name, and at 

Ee his own suggestion, is called his propria motu, the holy pontiff sets 

3 forth those institutions which he thinks are calculated to ensure to his 
subjects a fit portion of privileges and civil freedom. They are, 

1. A council of state, to give its advice on all bills before they are 
submitted to the sovereign for his sanction. 

2. A council of finance, to determine all matters relative to the 
budget, or ways and means. 

3. Provincial councils,—the members to be selected from lists pre- 
sented by the common councils. They are to discuss the local interests 
of the province, the local expenses, &c. 

4. Municipal bodies are to enjoy the widest liberty compatible with 
the local interests of the communes. 

®. Reforms and ameliorations in law institutions, in civil, criminal, 
and administrative legislation. 

6. An amnesty is to be granted under certain restrictions. 

If these several establishments are created by his holiness, and re- 
sponsible only to him, one cannot see that any thing whatever has been 
gained to the cause of civil freedom or personal security. Of this we 
Were soon furnished with an ample proof, if proof was needed. The 

three cardinals whom Pope Pius made his representatives in Rome, 
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issued their proclamation immediately after that of the pontiff himself, 
as to the amnesty which he had granted; and they excepted from it al] 
who had taken any part in the provisional government, which exception 
is computed to comprehend no less than 13,000 persons. 

M. Baraguay d’Hilliers, who succeeded General Rostolan as the 
representative of France at Rome, lately made a visit to the Pope at 
Portici, with the expectation of overcoming his objections to returning 
to Rome, but this return, which has been announced from time to time, 
seems to be as uncertain as ever. He will apparently consent to no 
compromise either with the French government or his own people, by 
which he is required to concede any of his temporal power as a sove- 
reign. 

Since Venice has again been brought under subjection to Austria, 
she, like the rest of Lombardy, has been made to feel the heavy burden 
of Austrian taxation. By way of weakening or neutralizing the effects 
of her repugnance to her present rulers, it is said that it is intended to 
unite her territory with Tyrol, supposed to be the most loyal part of 
the Austrian dominions. 


AFRICA. 


Saving the partial insurrection in Algeria, which the French troops 
quickly suppressed, and the resistance at the Cape of Good Hope to 
the introduction of convicts, there is nothing on this vast region so 
worthy of our notice as the little colony of Liberia. The movements 
of its newly organized government have been thus far marked with 
regularity and success, and present a striking contrast to the political 
measures of the same race in Hayti. They have, in the last two years, 
received about a thousand emigrants from this country; and others are 
ready to embark as soon as the means of defraying the expense are 
provided. 

Their efforts to destroy the slave trade on the coast of Africa are 
unwearied, and they cherish the hope that in time they will be success- 
ful. Their plan is to extend their possessions on the coast, so as to 
cut off all connexion between the foreign slave shjps and the natives 
who supply them from the interior. They have enlarged their terri- 
tory by the purchase of Grand Cape Mount and Sugaree, and they 
will soon receive further accession by the annexation of Cape Palmas, 
which the people of that settlement have proposed. They have also 
made a treaty with the British government, which has presented them 
with an armed cutter of one hundred and ten tons. They are exert- 
ing themselves to purchase Gallinas, part of the coast in which the 
slave trade has been particularly active, but the requisite sum cannot 
be raised without foreign aid. 

When one sees the prejudices of race operating so powerfully in 
every part of the globe, and no where perhaps with the same force as 
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with the blacks of Hayti, it is very creditable to the same race in Li- 
beria that they seem to be entirely exempt from it. The white mis- 
sionaries who have gone there have always been regarded with the 
gratitude and respect due to benefactors: and the Rev. ‘Mr. Gurley has 
lately received from them a cordial welcome. They have listened to 
his lectures for instruction, and have shown their sense of his services 
by a public dinner. 

All lovers of their country, whether abolitionists or slaveholders, 
ought to wish success to this ‘colony; ; and we see with mg that a 
bill i is now before the legislature of Virginia to appropriate $30,000 
for the removal of free negroes to Africa. 


ASIA. 


In this, the largest of the four quarters of the world, there is little 
to arrest the attention of those who are so distant, and so little con- 
nected with them as ourselves. A great outrage has been lately com- 
mitted by the Chinese at the Portuguese settlement of Macao. 

In August last, six or eight Chinamen attacked Sefior de Amiral, 
the Governor of Macao, when on horseback, accompanied by his aid. 
Having dragged him from his horse, they cut off his head and left 
hand, which they carried off. The Portuguese soldiers, in revenge, 
attacked and destroyed a small fort, and some lives were lost on both 
sides. The American, British, and French there, all offered their su 
port to the Portuguese authority i in Macao. ‘The death of the Go- 
vernor, who had been distinguished for ability and firmness, was greatly 
regretted. 

The Chinese seas have been for some time infested with pirates, 
which have afforded active employment to the British ships of war, 
and have more especially given to Sir James Brooke a new opportu- 
nity of exhibiting his remarkable enterprise, vigour and prowess. 
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QUARTERLY CHRONICLE. 


OcrosEr, 1849. 


Oct. 1st. The drought of 1849.—Accounts from all parts of the 
country concurred in pronouncing the drought at this period to be 
the most general and the longest continued which has prevailed 
within the memory of the oldest inhabitant. The streams were all 
very low; some of them were quite dry, and many of the cotton, 
flour, and other mills were doing little more than a tithe of their 
usual amount of work. In the country vegetation was literally 
burnt up. Farmers could neither plough their land nor pasture 
their cattle, and almost all the usual autumn farming operations were 
suspended. The York (Pa.) Gazette of this date remarked: 

“There has been no rain of any consequence for more than a 
hundred days! During all that time hardly enough has fallen to 
wet the surface of the earth. The streams are lower than they 
have been since 1S22; most of the mills have ceased grinding; wells 
and springs are giving out that had not done so before for more 
than a quarter of a century; our hydrants are closed by the water 
company for about twenty hours out of the twenty-four. The uni- 
versal petition here is for rain.” 


The cultivation of Tea.—The cultivation of the tea plant, which 
was undertaken by Mr. Junius Smith, near Greenfield, (S. C.,) in 
1848, has so far proved highly successful. In the fall of 1848, 
about five hundred plants were received from China, via London, 
and in December they were planted in his garden. A considerable 
quantity of tea seed was planted at the same time. Notwithstand- 
ing the severe winter and spring, the plants, which were left to 
take care of themselves, were unharmed, and are now in a flourish- 
ing condition. Several specimens of green and black plant are in 
bud. The tea plant buds one year, but does not fruittill the next. 
Next year Mr. Smith expects to pick tea, although his great object 
for some time to come will be to increase the quantity of his plants. 

Indian Legislature.—The following announcement was made in 
the Cherokee Advocate: 

“To-day the newly elected members to our national council or 
legislature will meet and organize themselves for business; after 
which they will be ready to receive the message of the principal 
chief. 

“The nation is now blessed with peace and harmony, and the 
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greater portion of the farmers are raising a competency of the staff 
of life, and other produce necessary for the sustenance of nature. 
Our common schools are in successful operation throughout the na- 
tion, so that many of our children are now in a condition to enter 
the seminaries for further advancement in their education, while 
others of our citizens have been improving the country with the 
erection of machinery of one kind or other, such as saw and grist 
mills, &c.; and to compare our condition now with what it was some 
twenty or thirty years ago, one would hardly suppose that we are 
the same people—but we are Cherokees yet.”’ 


Scientific Intelligence.—We learn from Newton’s London Jour- 
nal that zine-while may be employed with great advantage as a sub- 
stitute for white-/ead, for painting and other purposes. This sub- 
stance is said to produce no disease allied to the painters’ colic, and 
it is also stated to be unchangeable. 

An artesian well, near Southampton, England, has lately been 
bored to the depth of 353 feet, the further progress having been in- 
terrupted by a rock of unusual hardness. 

A liquid glue has been invented in England which has the advan- 
tage of being stronger than the ordinary glue, and always ready, 
and will unite wood, iron, and plaster. 

The number of exhibiters at the great scientific exposition, re- 
cently held in Paris, was 4,532. 

A French chemist has succeeded in preserving water in a sweet 
state by placing 14 kilogrammes of black oxide of manganese in 
each cask of water containing 250 litres, equal to 63 pounds to a 
butt of 108 gallons. In this manner water has been kept perfectly 
sweet for seven years. 

Geographical Discoveries.—The South African Commercial Ad- 
vertiser contains an interesting account of the discovery of a great 
inland lake called Ngama. It is 556 miles from Kolobeng, and 
the party making the discovery traversed 200 miles along the banks 
of a beautiful river before they came to the lake. Two large rivers 
run into the latter from the north. When they came to the lake, 
“they could not see an horizon, except one of water, on the south 
and west.”” The information is contained in a letter from Rev. Mr. 
Moffat. 

Another important discovery of water in the wilderness has been 
made by Major Emory of the Topographical corps: he reports the 
recent appearance of a river of sweet, delicious water in the desert, 
between the mouth of the Gila river and the mountains. It made 
its appearance somewhere between the 20th of June and the Ist of 
July. The river is some forty feet wide, and more than waist deep, 
and will be an inestimable blessing to the travellers over that route, 
as they have heretofore suffered dreadfully with thirst, and will 
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make this route one of the most desirable routes to California, being 
the only one that can be passed over in winter. 


The Polar Expedition.—Sir John Richardson arrived at Sté. 
Marie river from a fruitless search after the lost polar expedition 
of Sir John Franklin, of whose dreadful fate among the icebergs of 
the Arctic ocean, there is left little or no room to doubt. Sir John 
Richardson, having failed to find even the remotest clue to the 
Franklin expedition, was then on his way back to England. He lett 
there in April, 1848; and from the Saut Sté. Marie has made the 
voyage in canoes and boats and overland, a distance of three thou- 
sand five hundred miles and back, by the way of the Lake of the 
Woods, Mackenzie’s river,&c. After reaching the Arctic ocean, 
they travelled five hundred miles along the coast. He speaks con- 
fidently of the existence of a northern passage; its practicability, he 
says, is another question, the summers being only from thirty to 
sixty days long. 

The Cholera.—At this date the pestilence had generally ceased 
in the cities of the United States.* In our last number we have 
given accounts of its ravages. In Philadelphia, there were from 
May to October, 1849, 1,019 deaths, in New York, 5,017, in Boston, 
616. 


2d. Indians.—The accounts at St. Louis to this date from Chi- 
huahua, were that the Indians in that part of the country were daily 
becoming more hostile towards the whites. 

During the two weeks preceding the 2d of August, upwards of 
fifty Mexicans, and several Americans, had been killed by hostile 
Indians near Chihuahua. 

In the middle of July, Mr. Vaughan, an American trader, was 
murdered by a party of Apache Indians near Sacramento. Six 
daring Americans immediately started in pursuit of the murderers, 
and succeeded in securing Mr. Vaughan’s scalp and property. The 
Indians, who numbered about thirty, fled. 

Sones, the Apache chief, offers a premium of ten horses for the 
scalps of each American, and thirty horses for the scalps of each 
Mexican officer that are brought to him. 

The Arrickara Indians,a very savage tribe on the Missouri river, 
have joined the Apaches. 

Col. Washington and his force were, at last accounts, in pursuit 
of them. 

A later despatch from Chihuahua states that the Apaches attacked 
the military post of Janos, captured all the horses and cattle in the 
vicinity, and twenty-nine Americans, who had just arrived at that 
place. The Apaches approached the Americans under the pretext 
of seeking peace, and having lulled them into a state of fancied se- 
curity, suddenly turned in hostility on them. The Americans flew 


*It has since re-appeared on some of the Western rivers. 
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to their arms, but it was too late, and they became the prisoners of 
the savages.” 

Several of the Apaches then went into the Presidio, a species of 
fort there, and proposed to the commandant to make peace and ex- 
change prisoners. The commandant immediately sent out couriers 
to all the places in the vicinity, calling for aid to defend the Presidio, 
and to rescue the Americans. When the intelligence reached Chi- 
huahua, the governor sent despatches to the political chief of Canton 
Galena, directing him to treat with the Apaches immediately for an 
exchange of prisoners. 

It may be recorded in this place, though somewhat out of the 
order of time, that in the month of November Major Green and 
party started in pursuit of a band of Apaches who had previously 
captured a Mr. and Mrs. White and child, together with eight other 
prisoners—all of whom were afterwards killed, with the exception 
of Mrs, White and child, who were still held as prisoners by the 
Indians. As soon as the Major and his comrades came in sight of 
the Indian camp, and were discovered by them, the latter became 
much alarmed, and after having shot Mrs. White, precipitately fled 
—leaving their camp equipage and two Indian children behind, 
The body of the lady was then taken possession of, but no trace of 
her child was to be found. 

Early in this month a great Indian council was held in Mine- 
sota by Governors Ramsey and Chambers, at which 3000 of the na- 
tives were present. The object of the commissioners was to effect 
a treaty with the Sioux and others. 

The Sandwich Islands.— Advices were received at San Francisco 
that the French Admiral at Honolulu had taken possession of the 
Fort, and held it for three days, when he abandoned it. The cause 
of this violent proceeding was the refusal of the king to accede to 
the following demands made by the French consul: 

“Ist. A reduction of duties on brandies and liquors of one-half, 
and the return of one-half of all such duties as have been collected 
since 1846. 2d. The same rights to Catholics and their schools as 
are granted to Protestants. 3d. The repeal of a law which compels 
whale ships, importing liquor for sale, to pay port charges. 4th. 
The remission of a fine imposed upon some captain of a whale ship.” 

The British and American consuls protested against the action of 
the French forces. 

4th. Hungarians.—The Sultan of Turkey magnanimously re- 
fused to deliver up Kossuth and his associates, who had sought refuge 
in his dominions, on the demand of the emperors of Austria and 
Russia. From the peremptory nature of the demand, war was anti- 
cipated, and preparations were made to resist the Czar. The Sultan 


*The Apaches are well armed, and their hostility is ascribed to attacks made on 
them by Mexicans and Americans. 
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reviewed 50,000 troops on the plain of St. Stefano. Gen. Bem, one 
of the distinguished Hungarian generals, as soon as he learned the 
det@pmination of the Sultan to resist the demands of Russia and 
Austria, and to refuse the extradition, declared that his country was 
his first religion, and as the Sultan had the same enemies and friends 
with himself, he wished to become his subject and to serve under his 
flag, and that he would therefore embrace Islamism. On embracing the 
Moslem faith he received the name of Murad Pacha. Kossuth pur- 
sued a different course; on being informed of the abjuration of Bem 
he went to the camp of the Hungarians, and informed them that the 
Porte resisted the demands of Austria and Russia, that France and 
Kingland appeared decided to aid the Porte, and implored them not 
to stain by apostacy the flag of Christian Hungary, which they had 
always served with honor. 


6th. This day, the anniversary of the death of Count Latour, was 
fixed upon for the execution of Count Louis Batthyany, late prime 
minister of Hungary, and of other Hungarian patriots. The names of 
some of those executed at this time are Count Charles Bensay, 
Major Louis Anlick, Count Charles Linengen.—subsequently at 
Pesth other executions took place—among the sufferers were Prince 
Woronjechi, Gerin, Havareourt, &e. 

German Empire.—The vicar General, the Archduke Charles 
gave his public assent to the Convention for the formation of) 
new provisional central power for Germany, concluded between 
Austria and Prussia; by which these two powers were to act in the 
name of all the governments until the lst May, 1850. The Arch- 
duke offered to resign the dignity of Vicar of the German Empire, 
and to deposite the rights and duties conferred upon him on the 12th 
July, 1848, by the German Diet into the hands of the Emperor of 
Austria and King of Prussia. * 

Hurricanes.—Several places in this country and in Europe, were 
at this date, visited with very severe gales.—At New York Cily 
the wind blew with great fury. Among the disasters occasioned by 
its violence, the Evening Post enumerates the following: 

The destruction of the Pavilion and the beautiful Diorama of 
Holyrood Chapel and the Harbor of Brest, valued at from $6,000 to 
$7,000. These elaborate paintings, extending over a thousand feet of 
canvass, were torn into shreds: anew four story house was blown down 
—two or three churches were much injured—trees were torn up by 
the roots—vessels drifted from their moorings along the East and 
North rivers; some of the eastern steamboats were delayed in con- 
sequence of the gale, and others were compelled to put back. In 
Boston the gale was equally severe.—The walls of a new church 


*This act he subsequently performed. 
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were prostrated.—The British brig St. John was driven on the 
Grampus rock, and a number of the passengers were lost. (Thisgis- 
aster we recorded in the last number.) At the same time adr ul 
tornado was experienced at Cape May, N. J., by which three dwell- 
ing houses were literally torn to pieces,—and trees were twisted of 
at the roots. 

A few days after a similar tornado visited Terrebone, La. Houses 
were destroyed, and lives lost. The Orleans Bee says, “several sugar 
houses, negro cabins, stables, corn cribs, out houses, &c., were pros- 
trated to the ground, and their fragments scattered far and wide. 
The largest trees in the forest were wrenched from the ground as 
though they were but small saplings, and carried to a great distance 
from their original position. ‘Those who have never seen the effect 
and great force of the wind, would be loth to give credence to the 
wondrous and disastrous effects produced by this tornado.’’—The 
English papers state that “sixty wrecks had taken place on the East 
Coast”? early in the month of October: ; the Conqueror of Glasgow, 
on the Gunfleet Sands, keeled over and all on board perished, num- 
bering sixteen or twenty persons. For miles the sea was literally 
studded with portions of her freight. ‘Two other vessels were lost 
near the same spot, and all on board perished. The Dutch and Bel- 
gian mails describe the gales to have been very destructive on their 
respective coasts. Numerous vesselswere lost. The Camilla,steam- 
ship, reports a most fearful hurricane visiting Cronstadt, and a con- 
sequent serious damage to the shipping. 


Horse Racing.—The Pasha of Egypt has challenged the Jockey 
Club of London to run a match race of horses for £10,000 a side 
It was accepted, and the race is to come off in Egypt. 


9th. Great Riot in Philadelphia. ——A most dreadful and sangui- 
nary riot commenced about nine o’clock in the evening, ata tavern 
called the California House, kept by a colored man, who was said to 
be married to a white woman. ‘The house was soon in flames, the 
inmates driven out and fired upon, with many other colored persons, 
men, women, and children, who were seen fyi ing from their houses 
in extreme terror, chased by gangs, who pelted them with brickbats 
and fired after them with guns and pistols. Several were wounded, 
and it was said that more than one was killed. But this report 
was exaggerated. The assailants are described as being composed 
of the “Killers”? and other similar associations of disturbers of the 
public peace. 

Meanwhile the fire made rapid progress, but several engine and 
hose companies were soon upon the ground. And here a truly 
frightful scene occurred. The firemen, who went to the conflagra- 
tion for the purpose of saving property, were fired upon, not in soli- 
tary cases, but actually in a running fire, and by volleys of several 
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uns and pistols at once—the rioters being out in very strong force. 
t , were also assailed with showers of brickbats, and their hos: 
c every direction. In a word, the first companies that arrived 
were compelled, as the only mode of avoiding wounds or death, to 
leave the neighborhood. Still the firing continued. One of thi 
firemen was shot dead on the spot, and several others wounded. 
Shortly after midnight a body of police made their way to the scene 
of action—but nothing efficiently was done until the military cam 
on the ground, headed by the Mayor, when after a partial renewa! 
of the riot, the disturbed district was taken possession of by the au- 
thorities—cannon planted in the streets—and the mob finally quelled, 


11th. Fairs.—The great fair of the merican Institute, closed 
with an address from Gen. Tallmadge. Among other things h 
stated one important fact with regard to the manufacture of s/eed i: 
this country. By a recent American invention the best quality o! 
steel is now manufactured directly from iron ore, with the use o! 
anthracite coal. And this is done in a single operation, while the 
method practised in Europe requires some half a dozen operations 
to extract the iron from the ore, and run it into pigs, and then into 
bars, and to work it into malleable iron, and then into coarse steel, 
and then into refined steel. Gen. T. stated that a factory at Jersey 
City for the production of steel by this new method, already manu- 
factures about one tenth of the quantity required to supply the 
United States. He believed the time could not be distant when 
our country will produce its own iron and its own steel. 


The Maryland Agricultural Fair,—held at Baltimore,—wa:s 
honoured by the presence of General Taylor, the President of the 
United States; who spent several hours in visiting all parts of the 
grounds and examining with great interest the herds of fine stock, 
agricultural productions, implements, &c. He expressed the high- 
est gratification at the display,and by the inquiriesand remarks which 
he made, showed the active concern and interest which he takes in 
all that appertains to agricultural pursuits. 

The Cuba Invaders—evacuated Round Island. They were 
taken across to Pascagoula by Midshipman Dyer, whence forty 
of them took passage in the mail-boat for New Orleans, and 
the others, about twenty-five in number, in the steamer Mobile. 
No obstruction was offered by the United States vessels to their 
peaceful departure. 

(An account of this projected expedition, will be found in the 
History for September.) 

12¢h. The State Constitution of California.—Completed and 
submitted to the people. 

The Telegraph Line to the East, completed as far as Halifax, N.S. 
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15th. The Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Meredith, in relation 
to the alterations in the British Navigation Laws,—issued the fol- 
lowing instructions to collectors of customs: # 

Ist. In consequence of the alterations of the British Navigation 
Laws above referred to, British vessels from British or other foreign 
ports will, (under existing laws,) after the first of January next, be 
allowed to enter in our ports with cargoes of the growth, manufae- 
ture, or production of any part of the world, 

2d. Such vessels and their cargoes will be admitted, from and 
after the date before mentioned, on the same terms as to duties, im- 
posts, and charges, as vessels of the United States and their cargoes, 

2 Great Rail Road Convention was held at St. Louis, Mo, t 
take into consideration the propriety of constructing a rail road from 
the Mississippi Valley to the Pacific Ocean.—The convention 
was organized by the appointment of the Hon. Stephen A. Doug- 
lass of Illinois, as President, and of Vice Presidents corresponding 
with the number of States represented in Convention. ‘The States 
represented were Missouri, Illinois, lowa, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsyl- 
vania, Tennessee, Michigan, Kentucky, New York, Wisconsin, 
Maryland, Virginia, Louisiana, New Jersey ; the number of dele- 
gates was very large—from Missouri alone there were 464. The 
first business transacted was the appointment of a committee, con- 
sisting of three members from each State, to report resolutions for 
adoption by the meeting. 

A resolution was then introduced requesting Congress to act 
promptly in relation to the Pacific Rail Road ; whereupon— 

Mr. Senator Benron rose and read a letter from Colonel Fre- 
MONT, stating that the Convention ought not to designate any road 
across the Rocky Mountains, as he believed the pass between the 
head of the Arkansas and the Rio del Norte to be the most practi- 
cable and nearest to the Pacific. Colonel Fremont writes. “The 
road would enter the basin at the southern end of the Mormon set- 
tlements, and cross by way of Humbolt river. About midway of 
that river’s course a large valley opens into it, and wp this lies an 
excellent way to a low pass near the head of the lower Nacra- 
mento valley. Before reaching this pass, a way diverging to the 
north affords a very practicable valley road into Ovegon, and, in 
my opinion, far the best by which you can reach that country.” 
Mr. Benton then addressed the Convention with great force and 
eloquence, on the importance of the road, and was repeatedly ap- 
plauded. The Convention adjourned to meet in Philadelphia, in 
April, 1850. 

16th. The Island of Tigre, in Honduras, which had been ceded 
to our government by Nicaragua, was seized by the British. 
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17¢h. AN Inca oF PeRv.—At a meeting of the American Ethno. 
logical Society, a communication was read, which was communicated 
by the President of the United States, and consisted of a letter 
him from a Peruvian prince, a descendant of the Incas of Perv. 
His name is Doctor Don Justa Sahaurauria, a canon of the Cathedra| 
of Cusco, and is now more than ninety years of age. He claims to 
be the lineal descendant, in the seventh degree, from Huana Caipae, 
the last reigning Inca, the father of Atahualpa, who was burnt 
by the conquerors of Peru. The gentleman (Mr. Arnold) who 
transmitted the letter to the President, describes him as a fine-look- 
ing man, with a physiognomy quite different from that of the Qui- 
cha Indians, (the race peopling that part of Peru,) having a high 
forehead, large, regular features and a fine eye. 

The letter is addressed to “ the Most Excellent President of th 
United States of North America, from the Capital of the Sovereign 
Incas of Cusco, the 16th of August, 1848.”” He thus commences: 
‘A Peruvian prince, the seventh in descent from the Emperor of 
Huaynicapac, the most immediate branch from the sovereign Incas, 
places himself under the protection and auspices of your Excellency. 
entreating that you will have the goodness to receive his homage.” 
He then refers to the ancient prophecies which predict the loss of 
the kingdom, and of the restoration of the Incas by a people who 
shall come from Inglaterra. 


19th. Florida Indians.—Gen. Twiggs met Sam Jones, Billy 
Bowlegs, and sixty warriors in council. They had been wait'ng 
some nine days forhim. They delivered up three of the murderers, 
the hands of another, whom they were obliged to kill in capturing, 
and the fifth, Billy Bowlegs’ nephew, making his escape. Gen 
Twiggs spoke to them of emigrating. They seemed to take it quite 
kindly, but requested sixty days to decide. 

Salt Lake City.—The latest accounts from the Mormon capital. 
at this date, state that much gold had been brought in from Califor- 
nia. 

All kinds of merchandise were scarce, and commanded high prices 
There were only two small stores in the Valley, to supply a popu- 
lation of 15,000. Snow had fallen on all the mountains around the 
Valley, and at the South-west Pass it was four feet deep. 

Rumours prevailed that Missouri emigrants had killed some squaws 
of the Snake tribe of Indians, and that they were consequently hos- 
tile to the whites, and were committing depredations wherever an 
opportunity offered. Subsequently they had one battle with another 
party of emigrants. 

Popular Education.—A convention, composed of delegates from 
fifteen states, was held at this time, in Philadelphia, in relation to 
the organization and administration of a system of public instruction. 
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It was organized by the choice of the following officers: 
The Hon. Horace Mann, of Massachusetts, President. 
Vice Presidents. 
Joseph Henry, of Washington. 
John Griscom, of New Jersey. 
Samuel Lewis, of Ohio. 
The Right Rev. Alonzo Potter, of Pennsylvania. 
G. B. Dunean, of Louisiana. 
Secretaries. 
Charles Northend, of Massachusetts. 
P. Pemberton Morris, of Pennsylvania. 
S. D. Hastings, of Wisconsin. 
Sol. Jenner, of New York. , 


23d. The Memphis Railroad Convention convened this day. 
Delegates were present from the States of Arkansas, Mississippi, 
Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, Missouri, Texas, Illinois, Pennsylva- 
nia, Massachusetts, New York, Virginia, South Carolina and Tennes- 
see. 

Professor W. F. Maury was chosen President. Vice Presidents 
—Messrs. Clay, of Ala. ; Mason, Miss.; Willoughby Williams, Tenn. ; 
R. A. Watson, 8. C.; Jameson, Ga.; Col. Maunsel White, La. ; Gov. 
Drew, Ark.; Ashbel Smith, Texas; Ashton Johnston, Missouri: 
Benj. Dray, Ky.; John J. Tresevant, Va.; J. H. Thompson, Pa. ; 
and L. L. Robinson, of N. Y. 

The Convention was ably addressed by Professor Maury. We 
have noticed elsewhere, with some particularity, the proceedings of 
this convention, and of that held at St. Louis for a similar object. 

We subjoin the resolutions on the subject of this great railroad 
project, passed by the Illinois legislature: 

Resolved by the Senate, the House of Representatives concur- 
ring herein, That we cordially approve of the general proposition 
of connecting the navigable waters flowing into the Atlantic and 
those of the Pacific, by means of a national railroad. 

Resolved, That Congress should encourage the construction of three 
branch roads, from such a point as shall be selected as the eastern ter- 
minus of said national road, one to Chicago, one to St. Louis, and one 
to the mouth of the Ohio river or to Memphis, by making liberal 
grants of land on the lines to the States respectively through which 
the same shall pass, to be applied by the Legislature of the respective 
States to the construction of said branch roads, and to no other objects 
or purposes whatever. 

Resolved, Vhat our Senators in Congress be instructed, and our 
Representatives requested, to harmonize their action with the prin- 
ciples set forth in the foregoing resolution. 
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24th. The Pawnee Indians were defeated by the U. S. dragoons 
under Lieut. Ogle, near Fort Kearney. 


Hon. .2bbott Lawrence, the American Minister, was received by 
the Queen of England. 


25th. The Great Anglo-Saxon Jubilee, commemorative of the 
birth of Alfred the Great, was celebrated in England. 


The Trial of G. F. Manning and his Wife, in England, for 
the murder of Patrick O’Connor, which had very much excited the 
public mind, was brought to a close by the conviction of the accused, 
The evidence disclosed a most deliberate and revolting murder, 
committed for the purpose of obtaining the property of the unsus- 
pecting victim, with whom the wife was on terms of intimacy. Her 
behaviour at the trial was bold and defiant in the extreme. ‘hey 
were both executed. 


Gen. Klapka,of Comorn, with other distinguished Hungarians, 
arrived in England from Hamburgh. 


29th. Murder at St. Louis—An awful tragedy took place at 
Barnum’s Hotel, in the city of St. Louis. 

Some days previous, two young French gentlemen, calling them- 
selves Count Gonzales de Montesqui and Count Raymond de Mon- 
tesqui, arrived in that city from Chicago, and took apartments at 
Barnum’s Hotel, representing that they were on a hunting excursion 
through the Western country. 

Nothing particular was observed in their manners until the night of 
the murder, when, about 11 o’clock, as Mr. Barnum, the nephew of 
the proprietor of the hotel, and J. J. Macomber, the steward of the 
house, were retiring to their chamber, one of the Frenchmen came 
to the window on the gallery at the head of the stairs, and tapped 
lightly. Mr. Barnum pushed the curtain aside for the purpose o! 
seeing who was on the outside, when the Frenchman fired a gun, 
a ball from which passed through Mr. Barnum, who is since dead, 
and two buckshot lodged in the arm of Mr. Macomber. 

The report of firearms alarmed the lodgers of the house, and Mr. 
Albert Jones, a coachmaker in Third street, who roomed adjoining, 
rushed to the door, where he received a shot through the head, and 
fell dead. ‘I'wo gentlemen, who had by this time reached the gal- 
lery, were struck with buckshot. 

Both the Frenchmen were arrested. Their trunks were opened, 
and letters found in them proving them to be Parisians of wealth 
and family. Splendid equipments and $1,500 in German gold coin 
were found in their trunks, 

It is said that one of the brothers is insane. They have since 
been indicted for the murder, and a relative or friend of high stand- 
ing, has arrived from France, sent out by their family to attend to 





1849.] Chronicle.— November, 1849. 361 


their case, bringing letters from Mr. Rives, the American minister 
at Paris. 

The trial is expected to develop the causes which led to the com- 
mission of this bloody deed. 

30th.—The French Ministry resigned, and a new cabinet was se- 
lected by the President. (See History.) 

31s/.—Ata meeting of the Board of Regents of the University of 
the State of NewYork, HYon. Garrit Y. Lansing was elected Chan- 
cellor of the University. 


NoveEMBER, 1819. 


Nov. 1st. Trade to the Pacific.—The trade between the Atlantic 
cities and the Pacific has increased to such an extent that but few 
persons are likely to form a just conception of its amount. The 
Baltimore American contains a list of sixty-five vessels which have 
departed from the United States for California during the last month, 
(October.) The list comprises 19 ships, 16 barques, 17 brigs, and 
13 schooners—all of them, except four, having sailed from cities 
eastward of that place. The American says: 

“The greater proportion are ships of the largest class, but even 
by putting the average tonnage down at 300 tons, we have an ag- 
gregate tonnage of 19,500 tons, leaving the Atlantic ports in the 
short space of one month for our distant possessions in the Pacific. 
It may be safely estimated that during the month of October at least 
twenty-three hundred persons have left the United States by sea, 
bound to California.’’ 

The Boston shipping list gives the total number of vessels that 
have left the United States for California since the beginning of the 
gold excitement, at five hundred and seventy-three, as follows: ships 
189, barques 175, brigs 119, schooners 83, and steamers 7. Of this 
number there had arrived at California, at the latest date, one hun- 
dred and sixty-seven, viz., ships 55, barques 45, brigs 35, schooners 
28, and steamers 4. 


Explorations in Africa.—The French surpass all other nations 
in the grandeur of their exploring expeditions to various parts of 
the world. It is now announced that the Academy of Sciences, and 
the Geographical society of France, have projected an expedition 
on a grand scale for penetrating the interior of Africa to Timbuctoo. 
It is to be conducted by scientific men, and will have in view the 
twofold purpose of extending our knowledge of this portion of the 
continent, and of opening new channels for French trade and com- 
meree. It is a singular fact that, notwithstanding the several at- 
tempts by Mungo Park, Clapperton, Denham, Oudney, Lander, and 
Laird, for the exploration of that portion of Africa which lies be- 
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tween the gulf of Guinea and the Mediterranean, none have yet 
reached Timbuctoo and returned. The only European traveller 
who has reached this inland city, and returned to give an account 
of it, is Caille,a Frenchman, some ten years since. The expedition 
now projected, it is said, will have an escort of eight hundred armed 
Europeans, and four hundred Africans. 


Liberia.—The Rev. Mr. Gurley, agent of the Colonization soci- 
ety, in a recent letter, thus describes the residence of the President, 
and the appearance of Monrovia: 

“President Roberts lives in a very commodious brick house, fur- 
nished with taste and elegance, and the hospitalities of his mansion 
and table are set off with a refined good breeding which commends 
him and the republic over which he so ably presides, to the respect 
and confidence of visiters from the whole civilized world.” 

Of the appearance of the town of Monrovia, and the beauty of its 
ornamental trees, as well as the great improvement which has taken 
place, Mr. G. writes: 

“The beauty of these large trees, (the orange,) loaded with fruit, 
as well as that of the heavily laden coffee trees, one of the hand- 
somest trees you can imagine, with the deep green of its magnifi- 
cent leaf, it would be difficult to describe. 

“When I behold what has been done since my former visit to 
this coast, the many substantial and convenient houses and stores 
that have been constructed, the general aspect of health, content- 
ment, and hope, which this people exhibit; the great good order, 
and respect to religion which prevails, | am impressed more than | 
ever was with the vast dignity and beneficence of the colonization 
of Africa.” 


2d. Steam-dried Meal.—The invention of J. R. Stafford, Esq., 
of Cleveland, Ohio, for steam-drying corn, is getting into high re- 
pute. He has already a contract to supply the navy with corn 
meal; and has published a very interesting pamphlet on the preser- 
vation of cereal grains. 

The theory is, that without the presence of air and moisture, no 
organic body can change. The advantages claimed by the patentee 
for his revolving drier over all others, are, mainly, that it dries all 
substances without the possibility of change of quality, colour, or 
flavour, and removes all danger of the meal dried by that process 
undergoing any change under any circumstances of exposure. Mr. 
Stafford affirms that when grain is ground into flour or meal, and is 
dried by his process, by packing it into casks its cohesive proper- 
ties make it impervious to air, and, being divested of internal mois- 
ture, vermin cannot exist among it; and from this cause it is sus- 
ceptible of being kept in any climate an indefinite time. 

The theory is sustained by incontestable facts. 
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Rice Culture in France.—The culture of rice has been lately in- 
troduced with success into the southern departments of France, and 
also into the Gironde. M. Ferry,a skilful and successful farmer of 
that department, at an annual agricultural festival, presented a spe- 
cimen of rice which he had raised, having sowed several hectares, 
on which he produced a crop of thirty-five hectolitres per hectare. 
As this may not be intelligible to some of our agricultural readers, 
it may be proper to explain that this rate of produce is about thirty- 
seven bushels per acre, This culture, it is stated, is about to be con- 
tinued on a vast scale, and it is likely to contribute greatly to the 
riches of the south of France. 


Cotton Culture in the East.—Specimens of cotton from Algeria 
have been exhibited and pronounced of good quality. The London 
Morning Chronicle declares the attempt to cultivate cotton in Ben- 
gal and Madras a failure. In Egypt, the introduction of cotton, 
now one of the greatest staples of the country, and in quality rank- 
ing nearly at the head of the Manchester market, is wholly attribu- 
table to Mehemet Ali. It is not, however, a favourite production 
among the fellahs; it requires too much labour and attention, and its 
gathering is troublesome. 


5th. Railroad Accidents.—As the train of the N. York and New 
Haven railroad was passing Morrisania, it came in contact with a 
drove of cows, fifteen in number, which threw the locomotive off 
the track, and at the same place the express train out of New York 
was passing at a great speed, causing a collision of the two trains, 
killing eight cows, and throwing both trains off the track. The last 
car of the upward train contained the Marion Guard, going ona 
target excursion to New Rochelle. This car was nearly destroyed 
by the locomotive of the downward train running into it. Several 
members of the Guard were injured. Mr. George Bailey had 
his leg badly broken, and Mr. Wm. Swinnard and four others 
were injured in various parts of the body. We understand there 
was no serious injury sustained by any others in either train, but 
the destruction to the cars, particularly in the upward train, was 
very great. The 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th passenger cars were nearly 
destroyed, and the Ist and 2d cars of the downward train were more 
or less injured. 

At Whitehaven, in England, a remarkable railroad accident oc- 
curred. A locomotive, by some mismanagement, passed the station, 
ran through the outer wall of the house of a Mr. Pennington, and 
through another wall into his back parlour. A little girl, his daugh- 
ter, was at the same time sitting singing in the kitchen, when 
the engine passed over her, causing immediate death. The engine, 
on dashing into the parlour, knocked the fire-grate out of its place, 
throwing the burning contents over the forehead and breast of a lit- 
tle boy eight years old. 
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The Lake Trade.—There arrived this day at Buffalo, N. Y., fif- 


teen steamers, two propellers, two brigs, and twenty-one schooners, 
bringing 160,000 barrels of flour, 49,000 bushels of wheat, 800 live 
hogs, 2,500 boxes of cheese, and large quantities of other produce. 
The propeller Illinois was on her way down with 4,445 barrels of 
flour, and 2,114 bushels of wheat, equal to 580 tons of merchandise; 
and the steamer Empire State was on her way down with 7,000 
barrels of flour, said to be the largest cargo ever brought by one 
vessel, 

In 1825, there were but 30 or 40 small craft, and one steamboat on 
Lake Erie. In 1845, there were on the lakes 60 steam vessels, and 
320 brigs and schooners, In 1846, the amount of merchandise 
transported was 3,861,088 tons. The value of the lake commerce 
in 1847 was $141,000,000. There are now six large states in the 
vicinity of these lakes, containing between four and five millions of 
inhabitants. 


6th. Mr. Rives, the American minister, was presented to the 
President of France. 

Sir James Ross returned to England from an unsuccessful expe- 
dition to the Arctic regions in search of Sir John Franklin. 


The government of the Pasha of Egypt neglects the prosecution 


of the improvements made by the great Mehemet Ali. 


10th. The steamer Empire city arrjved at N. York with half a 
million of California gold. 


The nomade tribes of Zaatcha, in Africa, defeated by the French; 
3,000 camels, and 10,000 sheep captured. 
“Amnesty granted by Louis Napoleon to the June insurgents. 


12th. The ship Caleb Grimshaw was destroyed by fire at sea. 
She was 987 tons burden, and had a cargo valued at $200,000, with 
a large number of passengers, stated at more than three hundred. 
The fire was between decks, and the hatches were kept down for 
several days, until they were relieved by Capt. Cook of the British 
barque Sarah, and all were saved. Sixty of the passengers had left 
on a raft the second day of the fire, but they were picked up. A 
part of the time the wind blew high. 


13th. The State Prisoners in France.—The trial of these per- 
sons terminated in the acquittal of eleven, a sentence of transporta- 
tion for life against seventeen, for conspiracy to destroy the govern- 
ment and excite civil war, and three others, on account of extenu- 
ating circumstances, were let off with five years’ imprisonment. 
The conduct of the prisoners, while being sentenced was dignified 
and manly; the entire party, after hearing the sentence, rose and 
cried, “ Vive la Republique Democratique et Sociale!” 
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It will be remembered that the leaders of the conspiracy of the 
13th June, found means to effect their escape. Of the eleven per- 
sons sentenced to transportation, seven are, however, members of 
the legislative assembly, and Col. Guinard held a high command in 
the artillery of the National Guard, It is said that Albert (owvrier) 
and Barbes, who were convicted at Bourges, in March, of treason, 
committed on the 15th May, 1848, will share the fate of these later 
offenders, and that they will all be shipped off together to Fort 
Zaouzzee or the Marquesas, 

Venezuela and Paez.—From the Havana Faro Industrial, we 
derive the intelligence that a great number of the principal families, 
most probably the friends and adherents of Paez in the late troubles, 
are about leaving Venezuela, and emigrating to Cuba and Mexi- 
co. This, however, is the ordinary custom with a defeated party, 
in all the Spanish American Republics, owing to the intolerance 
which each triumphal junta displays towards its opponents. 

The castle of Cumana, where General Paez is imprisoned, has 
been put in a state of thorough repair at an expense of $4000. 

Dr. Angel Quintero, formerly secretary, and the constant friend 
of Paez, attracts attention by the serenity and firmness which he 
has displayed. Misfortune has elevated his soul. 

Major General Scott was received at Richmond, Va., with great 
honour, as a “distinguished son of Virginia, the hero of two wars, and 
of nine great battle-fields.’’ It is stated that some fine toasts and 
speeches were given. The Governor drank to General Scott, “The 
most distinguished son of Virginia living.’? Counsellor Patton gave, 
“To the hero of two wars and three pacifications.”? General Scott 
made an appropriate reply. 

14th. Indian Troubles on Lake Superior.—The Indians and 
half-breeds, under the command of Allen and Argus Macdonnell, and 
Wharton Metcalfe, drove the Quebec Mining Company from their 
location. The assailants were well armed, and took possession of 
the whole establishment. The Indian party offered to relinquish on 
the payment of theirclaims. One hundred troops were subsequently 
ordered on. The M‘Donnells were arrested at Saut Sté Marie. anda 
detachment was sent on to take possession of the mines at Mica 
Bay, and to arrest the other leaders. 

4 Fowl Fair at Boston.—This novel exhibition took place at 
the public garden. The Boston Courier thus notices it: 

“The first exhibition of the ‘ fowl sects’ took place yesterday at 
the public garden. The show of articles was numerous, and the at- 
tendance of visiters large. Considering the short time employed in 
the preparation for the fair, there has never been any thing of the kind 
more successful. Every spectator must be struck with the variety 
and fine condition of these specimens of the feathered creation. The 
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collection comprises almost every thing of the kind that has been 
domesticated in this country, amounting to nearly 700 individuals, 

Among the rarer birds are English pheasants, earrier pigeons, 
swans, China geese, and summer ducks. There is a venerable old 
goose belonging to Col. Jacques, of Charlestown, which for progeny 
and profit may hold up her head with any thing that ever went to 
grass. “Five thousand of her descendants have been sold at a 
large price.”’ 


Grand Funeral Pageant.—The military and civie display in the 
City of New York, in honor of the remains of Gen. Worth, Col. 
Duncan and Major Gates, heroes of the Mexican War, was probably 
the most magnificent that has ever been made in thiscountry. ‘The 
procession was grand and imposing—the remains were placed in 
coffins, rich and gorgeous; on these were the swords of the deceased, 
crossed. They were drawn on hearses decorated with waving 
plumes. The houses in the principal streets were hung with black 
drapery—the flags of the shipping were half mast.—The military of 
the city and adjoining towns united in the solemn pageant. Many 
distinguished men were present to do honor to the illustrious dead 
—A fun-ral oration was delivered by John Van Buren, Esq,, and 
after three volleys were fired over the remains, they were removed 
to the Governor’s room in the City Hall, and there kept until the 
next day,—when Gen. Worth’s body was buried in Greenwood 
Cemetery ;—Col. Duncan’s was carried to Cornwall, Orange Co., his 
native place; and Major Gates to Governor’s Island. 


15th. Steamboat Explosion.—The steamboat Louisiana, Capt. 
Cannon, bound for St. Louis, loaded with a valuable cargo, and 
having on board a large number of passengers, had rung her last 
bell, and was just backing out from the wharf at the foot of Gravier 
street, when the whole of her boilers burst with a tremendous ex- 
plosion, which resounded throughout the city. The concussion was 
so great that it shook the houses to their foundations for many 
squares distant. The Louisiana was lying along side the steamer 
Bostona, Capt. Dustin, at the time of the disaster, and the steamer 
Storm, Capt. Hopkins, had just arrived from Louisville, coming in 
on her starboard side. The upper works of these two boats were 
complete wrecks, their chimneys having been carried away, and their 
cabins stove in and shattered in some places to atoms. The violence 
of the shock operating on the boilers was tremendous. A part of 
one of them, a mass of considerable size, was hurled with incon- 
ceivable force on the levee. It cut a mule in two, and killed a horse 
and the driver of a dray to which the animals were attached. It 
was one of the most terrible catastrophes of the kind on re- 
cord. The loss of life was very great, and under the most appalling 
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circumstances. From fifty to seventy were killed at once, and many 
were wounded, 


Death of the Queen of Madagascar.—A Mauritius journal men- 
tions the death of Ranavalo Marigaeka, Queen of Madagascar. This 
event, there was reason to hope, would put an end to the difficulties 
which had hitherto existed, as her son, who succeeds to the throne. 
is a Christian, and likely to pursue a more liberal and more tolerant 
policy than that followed by his mother, of whom England and 
France had so much reason to complain. The journal states that the 
Sacklaves had made an eruption into the French possession of Nossi- 
Be, killed almost the whole of the garrison, and forced the inhabi- 
tants to take refuge on board the vessels in the roadstead. The 
French vessels on the station were concentrating in order to take 
vengeance for this attack. The death of this cruel Sovereign will 
give a new turn to the affairs of Madagascar. This is the woman 
who decreed that her subjects should forget the name of Jesus 
Christ! 


16¢h. Circassia.—Advices from St. Petersburgh of the 16th 
November state that the division of the Russian army under Prince 
Dolgoruki had succeeded in storming and sacking the Circassian fort- 
ress of Tshoek. The Circassians are stated to have lost as many as 
3,000 men, while the loss of the Russians is quoted at 50. 


Missionaries in Syria.—Outrages have recently: been committed 
by the Maronite Population on the Christian Missionaries, near 
Tripoli. The matter was referred to Beyrout, and also to the Porte, 
and the Sultan has taken active measures to prevent a recurrence of 
the outrage. Twenty-six of the chief Moslem rioters are now at 
Beyrout, a detachment of troops from that place having surrounded 
Tripoli, and commanded the citizens to deliver them up with- 
in twenty-four hours, in default of which, they threatened to fire 
uponthe town. The ringleaders were accordingly surrendered. 


African Missionaries.—A great effort is about to be made in 
Eng!and, by some of the Missionary Societies, to extend their ope- 
rations into Africa, and the Colonial Bishopric’s Fund Committee 
have intimated their intention of erecting Sierra Leone into an epis- 
copal see at the earliest possible opportunity. It is desired by some 
influential persons that the new prelate should be one of Africa’s 
sable sons—‘a real black bishop,’—as Mr. Stowell expressed it. 
There is some probability of this suggestion being carried out. 


Irtificial Leeches.—The Journal des Debats describes an im- 
portant discovery, which occupies the attention of the French scien- 
tific world. It isa mechanical leech, invented by M. Alexander, 
a civil engineer, already celebrated for his useful discoveries. All 
the scientific bodies, after satisfactory trials, have caused this leech 
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to be adopted in all the hospitals; having proved not only the im- 
mense economy of its use, but, what is better, the decided advantage 
which it has over the natural leech, often so scarce, always repugnan: 
to the patient, and sometimes dangerous. 


17th. The Arctic Expedition.—Captain Sir James Ross ani 
Captain Sir John Richardson met in London. The latter arrive: 
in an American packet. They were also met by Captain Kerr, o/ 
the whaler Chieftain, who brought the story of the Esquimaux re- 
specting Sir John Franklin. Neither Ross nor Richardson have 
discovered any traces of Sir John Franklin, Capt. Crozier, Captain 
Fitz James, and their brave and gallant companions. 


The Cholera.—This dreadful disease has again manifested itself 
on the Western rivers. At this date a number of deaths occurred 
on board the steamer Constitution, bound to St. Louis from New 
Orleans; other cases have been mentioned. It seems to have mani- 
fested itself principally among the emigrants. 


The Church in Borneo.—An account of the ceremony of laying 
the first beam of the missionary church at Sarawak has just been 
received. The celebrated Rajah of Sarawak, Sir James Brooke, 
with his suite, and the naval officers, and English residents, were 
present on the occasion. 


20th. Slave Trade.—The French government have notified to 
the British cabinet their intention of withdrawing the twenty-six 
cruisers which have been placed on the coast of Africa for the sup- 
pression of the slave trade, pursuant to a convention signed by the 
Duke de Broglie, May 29, 1845. 


23d. Two sailors were executed on board the U.S. frigate Savan- 
nah, at San Francisco, for mutiny. 


25th. A very distressing and melancholy case of desertion of hus- 
band and children by a lady, occurred at Niagara Falls. From 
letters written at the time, and from parts of her dress found on the 
bridge, it was believed that she had thrown herself into the rapids. 
But it was subsequently ascertained that she had left during the 
night with a paramour, and gone South. The lady is Mrs. Miller, 
the wife of an officer of the army. She had heretofore borne an 
irreproachable character, and evinced a strong attachment to her 
children. 


28th. Wonders of the Telegraph.—“ We were present,”’ says 
the editor of the National Intelligencer, “a few evenings ago at the 
Coast Survey astronomical station, on Capitol Hill, which was put in 
telegraphic connexion with Cincinnati, for the purpose of determ:- 
ning the longitude between the two places. The electrical clocks 
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in this city and Cincinnati having been introduced into the com- 
pleted circuit, every beat at Cincinnati was recorded at almost the 
same instant on Saxton’s revolving cylinder in this city, and ever) 
beat of the clock here was recorded in like manner upon Mitchell’s 
revolving plate at Cincinnati. At the moment a star passed the 
meridian at Washington, by the touch of a key the record of the 
passage was made upon the dise at Cincinnati, as well as upon the 
cylinder at the Washington station, and the difference of the time 
of the two clocks would of course indicate the difference of longi- 
tude. The distance between the two cities, it must be recollected, 
is upwards of five hundred miles; this distance was annihilated, ani! 
events happening at the one were instantly recorded by automatic 
machinery at the other.” 


29th. 4 day of general thanksgiving throughout the United 
States. * 


December, 1849. 


ist. The Planetary System.—As one of the signs of the pro- 
gress of science, which we feel bound to chronicle, is the opinion 
lately expressed by Sir J. Herschell, that it is impossible any longer 
to attempt the explanation of the movements of all the heavenly 
bodies by simple attraction, as understood in the Newtonian theory, 
these comets, with their trains, perversely turned from the sun, de- 
ranging sadly our systematic views. Nor are there (writes Hum- 
boldt,) any constant relations between the distances of the planets 
from the central body round which they revolve and their absolute 
magnitudes, densities, times of rotation, eccentricities, and inclina- 
tions of orbit or axis. We find Mars, though more distant from the 
sun than either the Earth or Venus, inferior to them in magnitude ; 
Saturn is less than Jupiter, and yet much larger than Uranus. The 
zone of the telescopic planets, which are so inconsiderable in point 
of volume viewed in the series of distances commencing from the 
sun, comes next before Jupiter, the greatest in size of all the pla- 
netary bodies. Remarkable as is the small density of all the colossal 
planets which are farthest from the sun, yet neither in this respect 
can We recognise any regular succession. Uranus appears to be 
denser than Saturn, and, though the inner group of planets differ 
but little from each other in this particular, we find both Venus and 
Mars less dense than the Earth, which is situated between them. 
The time of rotation increases, on the whole, with increasing solar 
distanee; but yet it is greater in Mars than in the Earth, and in 
Saturn than in Jupiter. After other remarks of the same character, 
he adds: “ The planetary system, in its relation of absolute magni- 
tnde, relative position of the axis, density, time of rotation, and dif- 
icrent degrees of eccentricity of the orbits, has, to our apprehension, 
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nothing more of natural necessity than the relative distribution «: 
land and water on the surface of our globe, the configuration of con. 
tinents, or the elevation of mountain chains. No general law, | 
these respects, is discoverable either in the regions of space or j, 
the irregularities of the crust of the earth.” 


The fall of Zaatchi.—This place is in the midst of a desert, |, 
the province of Constantine, in Africa. A handful of Arabs est». 
blished themselves here, and for some time resisted the entire Frenc 
army. ‘They fought with a desperation and courage never perhay, 
surpassed, until they were overpowered by numbers, and fell, figh. 
ing to the last. On the final assault, the French swept all befo 
them, and the whole city is now desolate. 


Murder of Dr. Parkman at Boston.—On the 23d Novembe: 
Dr. Parkman, who was a wealthy citizen of Boston, disappeare: 
very suddenly. A large reward was offered tawhoever should find 
him, and for a week all efforts were fruitless. is continued absence 
induced his friends to suppose that he was murdered, and a further 
reward of $1000 was added to the $3000 already offered for his dis- 
covery. Suspicion at length pointed to the medical college in Nort! 
Grove Street, and implicated Dr. John W. Webster, Professor of 
Chemistry in Harvard University, a gentleman of most excellen: 
character, who had held the professorship for several years. D; 
Parkman was last seen going to the college, whither, it was sup 
posed, he went for the purpose of collecting a demand which he hai 
against Professor Webster, whom he had somewhat exasperated by 
the means he had used to collect it. It was said too that Prof. W 
admitted that Dr. Parkman had called, and that he had paid hin 
$450. Dr. P. was not seen again alive. Professor Webster ha: 
kept his rooms locked during the week, and a dense smoke was seen 
issuing from his chimney. Urged by these circumstances, Mr 
Ephraiin Littlefield, who had charge of the college buildings, brok: 
into the private vault under the laboratory of Dr. Webster, and foun 
a leg and part of the trunk of a human body. On the further exa- 
mination in Prof. W.’s laboratory there were found, in the ashes o 
the furnace, parts of a human skull and jaw, and teeth filled in a 
peculiar manner, as Dr. P.’s were, and particles of gold and silver, 
supposed to be parts of a watch; in a tea-chest, a bloody knife which 
corresponded with stabs found in the body; in another chest, all the 
parts of the body not previously discovered, except the head, feet, 
and arms. On putting the several parts of the body together, it ap- 
peared to be thatof Dr. Parkman. Other evidences of identification 
were discovered, and the family of Dr. Parkman recognised and 
claimed the remains as his. 

Professor Webster was arrested, and at the time of his arrest was 
dreadiully agitated; but soon regained composure of manner, and 
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subsequently evinced perfect self-possession and calmness. The 
coroner’s jury sat for several days with closed doors, and after exa- 
mining a large number of witnesses, rendered a verdict that Dr. 
Parkman was killed by Professor Webster. The grand jury have 
found a bill for wilful murder. Notwithstanding the strong circum- 
stances against him, the friends of Prof. W., and they are many, ex- 
yress their convictions of his innocence 

Professor Webster’s family consists of a wife and four daughters, 
and his house was distinguished as the seat of hospitality. He him- 
self was mild, kind, and unassuming—his character free from stain, 
and was amongst the very last men who would be thought capable 
of committing so horrible a crime. 


3d. The first session of the thirty-first Congress commenced 
this day. 

In the Senate the Vice President, Hon. Millard Fillmore, took 
the chair, forty-one members being present. Mr. Underwood pre- 
sented the credentials of the Hon. Henry Clay, of Kentucky, and 
Mr. Mangum those of Hon. James Shields, of Illinois. The House 
not being organized, no further business was transacted by the Se- 
nate, 

In the House of Representatives the roll was called, and 223 
members were found to be in attendance. ‘The House proceeded to 
the election of speaker. On the first ballot, Howell Cobb, of Ga, 
had 103 votes, and Robert C. Winthrop, of Mass., 96 votes—four 
efforts were made that day with similar results, and no candidate 
having received a majority of all the votes, the House adjourned, 

The Supreme Court of the United States was opened in the 
Capitol. Present, Chief Justice Taney, and Associate Justices 
M’Lean, Wayne, Catron, Daniel, Woodbury, Nelson, and Grier. 
Justice M’Kinley absent. 

The celebrated police officer, Jacob Hays, now in his eightieth 
vear, was appointed, for the forty-ninth time, high constable of New 
York, 

5th. The New York Canals were closed. The amount of tolls 
collected last year was $3,245,662; this year the amount collected 
is $3,259,210 30, which is an increase of $13,548 30. And in the 
mean time the work of enlargement has been studiously and a:lvan- 
tageously progressing. The expense of repairs has been diminished, 
ind the canals are left in better order for resuming navigation than 
they have been at the close of any former season. 

7th. Brig. Gen. Garland assumed command of the military 
post at San Antonio,—the position occupied by Gen. Worth at the 
lime of his death. 

8th. The steamer Crescent City arrived at New York from Cha- 
gres, with $1,000,000 in California gold. 
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10¢h, The Ohio arrived, bringing from Chagres $500,000 in gold, 


12th. Lieut. Beale, of the navy, arrived as’the bearer of de- 
spatches to the government from San Francisco, and bringing with 
him a copy of the constitution of California. 

This is the gentleman who, when pursued by the Indians, so ge- 
nerously gave up his horse to a soldier who begged him to save his 
life for the sake of his wife and children, and thus apparently sur- 
rendered up all hope of preserving his own life; but was providen- 
tially rescued. 


14th. The Capitol of Alabama.—This beautiful edifice was de. 
stroyed by fire. The archives of State were all saved. 


The mercury at St. Paul’s, Minesota, was 20° below Zero. 


15th. The Fair for all Nations.—This grand assemblage pro 
posed by Prince Albert is to be held at a future day, yet to kx 
named. In a recent paper we find this notice:—“A_ large anc 
highly respectable meeting, presided over by the Lord Mayor, 
took place at Egyptian Hall, London, relative to the proposed exhi- 
bition of the industry of all nations in that city, during the ensuing 
year. The best feeling was evinced towards the plan of the pro- 
jectors, and it was proposed to raise by subscription the sum o! 
£20,000 to distribute in premiums. All nations are invited, with. 
out distinction or preference, and the promoters of the design fe: 
no misgiving of the possibility of raising £100,000 or more for th 
general expenses of the exhibition.’’ 


16h. The Hungarian Eziles.—ULadislaus Ujhazy, the Ex-( 
vil Governor of Comorn, and his companions, arrived in New York— 
among them were several distinguished officers, and the celebrate 
Mademoiselle Apolonia Jagella, who so heroically devoted hersel! | 
the care of the wounded, during the struggles and battles in Hungars 
Previously to leaving Europe, Gov. Ujhazy addressed a letter to 
the President of the United States announcing the determination o! 
the exiles, “to seek a permanent resting-place for themselves, thei: 
wives and children, upon the friendly shores of America.”’—An¢ 
asking from the citizens of the United States, “ nothing but that hos- 
pitality which they are always ready to extend to the unfortunate 
victims of despotism, and which it would be their first duty to 
deserve at their hands.”’ After their arrival, he received the follow- 
ing response from Gen. Taylor. 

“‘ Sir:—I have duly received your letter of Nov. 2d, from London, 
announcing the determination of yourself and comrades to seek an 
asylum in America. 

The people of this republic have deeply sympathized with the 
Hungarians in their recent struggle for constitutional freedom, and 
in the calamities which have befallen their unhappy land; and | am 
sure that I but speak the universal sentiment of my countrymen, in 
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bidding you and your associates a cordial welcome to our soil, the 
natural asylum of the oppressed from every clime. We offer you 
protection and a free participation in the benefits of our institutions 
and our laws, and trust that you may find in America a second 
home. 
I am, with high respect, your sincere friend, 
Z. TAYLOR. 
Lapistaus UsHAzi. 
Late Governor of Comorn, in Hungary. 


17th. California,—State Organization, §c.—By the arrival of 
ihe steamer Empire City in New York, which brought $2,000,000 
in gold, we have recent news from California. On the 17th De- 
cember the legislature was fully organized, and on the 20th, the go- 
vernor, Peter H. Burnet, was inaugurated, the oath of office being 
administered by the Chief Justice. 

The constitution had been adopted by the people of California by 
a vote of 12,061 out of 15,000, the whole number of votes polled. 
The election took place in the rainy season, and great numbers of 
yoters could not reach the polls. 

The message of the governor was sent to both houses on the 21st, 
and 10,000 copies in English, and 2,000 in Spanish, were ordered 
to be printed. 

An election of United States senators, and of representatives in 
Congress, took place immediately after the organization of the house, 
and resulted in the choice of Col. J.C. Fremont, and Dr. Wm. M. 
Gwinn, as senators, and of George W. Wright, and Edward Gilbert, 
as representatives in Congress. The following are the State officers: 

Governor —Peter H. Burnet. Lieut. Governor—John M‘Dougal. 
Secretary of State—William Van Voorhies. Treasurer—Richard 
Roman. Comptroller—J. S. Houston. A/forney General—Kd- 
ward J. C. Kewen. Surveyor General—Charles J. Whiting. 
Chief Justice—S, C. Hastings. @ssociate Justices—H. A. Lyon, 
Nathaniel Bennett. 

Thus this new state seems to be completely organized, and ready 
for admission into the Union, and its senators and representatives 
either on the way to or at the seat of the general government, be- 
fore the question of its admission has been decided by Congress. 

The accounts state that a very destructive fire had occurred at 
San Francisco on the 24th, causing the destruction of property to 
the amount of a million and a half of dollars. A fire had also, on 
the same date, broken out at Stockton, and caused the loss of 
$150,000 worth of property. 


A party of armed Chilenos, numbering 200, had attacked a few 
Americans in the diggings, killing three, and severely wounding 
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others. A party of Americans had started from Stockton to revenge 
the injury, and it was feared it might lead to a serious outbreak. 

A large number of persons having disputed the title of John A. 
Sutter to the lands which he holds under Mexican grants, have ac- 
tually seized and ‘*squatted”’ upon lots in Sacramento city. 

The mines are nearly abandoned for the present, owing to the 
heavy falls of rain and snow. 


18th. News received of the destruction of a formidable fleci o 
pirate junks on the coast of Borneo by Sir James Brooke, the It). 
of Sarawak, and 400 men killed. 


Bloody Affrays.—Had we room and inclination to do so, we 
might chronicle a number of murderous conflicts which have oc- 
curred in broad day-light in the streets of our cities and towns 
within the current quarter, Bound, however, to exhibit the ey’! 
with the good, that we may present true pictures of the times, wi 
take two of the first that come to hand as specimens of the revolting 
scenes that have been enacted within the quarter. 

At St. Louis, two persons, Wimer and Thomas, both men of re- 
spectable standing, quarrelled, and meeting in the street, drew re- 
volvers and fired at each other, and then closed in a hand to hand 
struggle. Wimer being the strongest, obtained the advantage, and 
beat his antagonist over the head witha pistol. ‘Thomas, whilst held 
down, drew a small pistol and shot Wimer through the body, who 
fell, exclaiming “I am killed.” He died that night. This atfair 
happened i in the afternoon, and many persons by. 

At Shreveport, La., Dr. Green and Mr. Hester, who had ; 
viously been on an intimate footing, met at the hotel; the latter i: 
mediately struck the former, and was about drawing a knife, whe 
Dr. Green exclaimed that he was not armed. He was told to go 
and arm himself, and they separated. For a day or two, hostile 
messages passed between them, when Mr. Hester, without notilying 
any person, so far as known, went to the back door of Dr. Green's 
room, pushed it open, and instantly fired twice at the doctor, one o! 
the shots taking effect in his side. Dr. Green sprang to his tev 
pistol in hand, and fired at Mr. Hester, the shot taking effect also 
in his side. He then threw his pistol, striking Mr. H. on the head, 
drew a bowie knife, stabbed him four or five times—once in the 
breast, and Mr. Hester fell and immediately expired. Dr. Giee: 
lived till 2 o’elock that night. 

The Mission of Peace and Good JVill.—In contrast with suc! 
bloody conflicts, and as another part of the picture, we ~snegte an 2 
count ope at the same time of the labours of a worthy mi 
ary in New England, performed in the spirit of Cheietien | p ian : 
thropy, who has, , during the past year, looked after hundreds of sick 
sailors, seen that the destitute were clothed, assisted many a poor boy 
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with means to return to his almost broken-hearted mother and put 
on board our whale ships 382 Bibles, 1,148 testaments, and about 
10,000 tracts and pamphlets. 


At Onondagua Castle, Oneida county, N. Y., the pagan Indians 
still residing there celebrated the rite of sacrificing the White Dog. 
The customary victim was immolated on the flaming altar, with all 
the formality and circumstance of ancient usage among the Iro- 
quois, in presence of the pagan portion of the nation, and of a nu- 
merous body of white persons, spectators ! 


21st. The British steamer Hecate, came up the Potomac to Wash- 
ington, having on board Sir Henry L. Bulwer, the British minis- 
ter, and his family. 

About the same time Mr. Donelson, late minister to the Germa- 
nie confederation, arrived at Washington. 


22d. Woolsey & Co.’s sugar refinery was destroyed by fire in 
New York. The loss on the sugar was $200,000—on the machinery 
$300,000—on the buildings $50,000—total, as estimated, $600,000, 
only a small portion of which was insured, as the company had lately 
let a policy of $250,000 on the property run out. Nearly five hun- 
dred hands are thrown out of employment by this calamity. 


In Cincinnati, the pork house of Pugh & Co. was destroyed by 
fire, with the loss of $100,000. There was $70,000 worth of lard 
in the buildings, and 3000 hogs uncut. 


The Convention in Kentucky for the revision of the constitution, 
finished its labours. ‘The new instrument provides for the election 
of judges by the people; and the right of the owner to the slave is 
declared “as inviolable as the right to any other property.”’ 


In the House of Representatives of the United States a Speaker 
was chosen, after a struggle of nearly three weeks between the con- 
tending parties, by the adoption of the plurality rule, as proposed 
by Mr. Stanton of Tennessee. On the sixty-third vote, Mr. ZZowe/l 

Cobb, of Georgia, received 102 votes, and Mr. Robert C. Winthrop, 
of Massachusetts, 100 votes, when the former was declared duly 
elected Speaker; and on being conducted to the chair by Messrs. 
Winthrop and M*‘Dowell, addressed the House as follows: 
Gentlemen of the House af Representatives: 

It would be useless to disguise the fact that I feel deeply embar- 
rassed in taking this chair under the circumstances attending my 
election. 

[ am conscious of the difficulties by which this position is sur- 
rounded at the present time. 

The peculiar organization of this body, as exhibited in our pro- 
ceedings since we first met—the nature an‘ character of the various 
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important and exciting questions of public policy which will engage 
our attention during the present session of Congress, conspire to 
render the duties of the office peculiarly embarrassing, onerous, and 
responsible. 

1 may be permitted, therefore, to ask in advance your generous 
aid and support in the effort I shall make firmly, faithfully, and im- 
partially to discharge its duties. 

The country has been looking with anxiety to our efforts to effect 
an organization, The people will continue to regard with intense 
interest every step we take in our legislative course. Our duties 
will be laborious, our responsibilities great. Let us, then, in view 
of these considerations, invoke, in the discharge of these duties, a 
patriotism as broad as the Union, and as comprehensive as the nature 
and character of her various interests and institutions. Guided by 
this spirit, under the blessing of Heaven, our action will result in the 
continued prosperity of our common country. 

Accept, gentlemen, my grateful acknowledgments for the honour 
you have conferred on me in selecting me as your presiding officer 
during the present Congress. 


24th. Both houses of Congress being now organized for the trans- 
action of business, the President, at a quarter past one o'clock, trans- 
mitted by the hands of his private secretary, Col. Bliss, his annual 
message. 

The 229th anniversary of the landing of the pilgrims on Plymouth 
Rock was celebrated in New York. 


25th. The steamer Empire City arrived from Chagres at New 
York with nearly half a million of dollars in California gold. 





Statistics.—California. 


STATISTICS. 


CALIFORNIA. 

The following statement of the present condition, productions, climate, po- 
pulation, &c., of California, was recently communicated by T. 0. Larkin, Esq., 
navy agent at Monterey, to a gentleman of Boston. 

Mr. L. has resided in the region which he describes for eighteen years; and 
“his statement,” says the Boston Journal, “may be regarded as the result of 
matured observation and a thorough knowledge of every thing bearing upon 
the interests of the country.” 


Ist. The population of California in July, 1846, was about 15,000, exclusive 
of Indians; in July, 1849, it is about 35,000 to 40,000. The Americans are the 
lesser half of the people. From July to January, 1850, probably 40,000 
Americans, by land and water, will reach this country; and after September 
the Europeans will commence arriving here. By Jannary, 1850, we shall 
number 80,000 to 100,000 people, and in 1851 from 175,000 to 200,000. 

2d. The character of the natives prior to July, 1846, was proverbial for in- 
activity, indolence, and an unwillingness to Jearn or improve. They had no 
wish or desire to indulge or enjoy themselves in any new or foreign customs, 
and they were happy, and kind and hospitable to all strangers. Foreign resi- 
dents, happily situated among the natives, improving their advantages, gra- 
lually became men of property, and many of them have married into some 
of the principal families in California. The American emigrants arriving 
here in future will be composed of our most restless, active, and ambitious 
countrymen. No faint heart will leave his home to essay a journey of ten 
thousand miles, when at the journey’s end only the most active and bold will 
be able to hold their way. Very many of our emigrants are Mexicans and 
South Americans—labourers (peons,) of the most abject class—mild and in- 
offensive in their general manners, who are guided with ease. They are, 
however, slothful, ignorant, and from early life addicted to gambling. They 
will sleep under the canopy of a tree, and enjoy themselves to the full if they 
have a blanket or a sheet with which to enwrap themselves; and they are 
content if they have only paper cigars to last them a week, and a monte bank 
to resort to at will. This class of men are brought by their employers from 
Chili, Peru, and Mexico. The employers are men of ease and urbanity, who 
will in time take their departure from this country, most of their labourers or 
peons remaining behind to live and die here. 

_3d. The climate of the sea-coast of California is healthy. At San Fran- 
cisco, in the afternoons, during six months of the year, there is so much wind 
as to make the town a disagreeable one to reside in. At this great and rapidly- 
settling sea-port, four-fifths of the imports of California arrive, which are 
mostly sent up the Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers. One of the novel fea- 
tures of San Francisco now is, that gold is actually being picked up in the 
streets! Natives of the Sandwich Islands and Chili are seen daily engaged 
in this occupation. Whether it is dropped from people’s pockets and rough 
leather purses, or is produced by the recent constant employ of carts, with iron 
tires, which have superseded those tireless, broad-wheeled affairs, previously 
in use, lam unable unadvisedly to say. The town of Santa Cruz is warm, 
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and extremely healthy; and, for timber and grain, it possesses advantages 
over any other town in California. Benicia is a newly-formed town on the 
straits of Carquines, thirty miles from San Francisco, and about the same from 
the sea. This place is more subject ‘o cold and wind than Monterey, but not 
so much so as San Francisco. It is the chief point of passing from one en! 
of California to the other. Its ferry will at some future day be of immense 
value, and the income constitutes an education fund for the school of Benicia. 
Before the resources of the Sacramento and San Joaquin valleys were known, 
the town of San Francisco was considered to be one of the greatest importance, 
the more so as it was said no large vessel could go any higher up. Many 
merchant ships and men-of-war have gone to and returned in safety from Be- 
nicia. The location and advantages of the place now promise that it wil! 
soon be of the first importance. It may be the meeting-place of ships from 
the sea and of steamers from the river, which matter time and scientific men 
will soon determine. 

The town of Sonoma, twenty miles from Benicia, with the valleys of the 
Napa and Suisun nearly adjacent, offers inducements of the highest order to 
the most lazy of our roaming emigrant families. In the Sonoma, Napa, and 
Suisun valleys the land is good, the country healthy, and the temperature is 
never very cold in winter, snow being seen only on the highest mountains. 
This part of the country contains the best of grazing laud, many places being 
covered with clover and with wild oats. Cattle and horses lose flesh but a 
trifle in the winter; hogs, perhaps, not at all. In California, prior to 1846, 
not one horse or hog out of one hundred ever eat grain, and not one bullock 
out of one hundred thousand has yet done so; yet the horses and cattle are 
always serviceable. The proper time for killing cattle is from May to Sep- 
tember; June and July are the best months. Wheat produces well]. It is 
eowed from October to January, and cut from June to August. The yield is 
large, say thirty to sixty fold. Beans, corn,and wheat keep four years or more 
fruits and vegetables less time than they do in the Atlantic States. 

Twenty miles above Benicia some enterprising American gentlemen are 
laying out three towns, called Montezuma, Suisun, and New York. The 
banks of the river, as far up as these points, are without a doubt healthy. As 
California becomes populated, these new towns will contain their fair propor- 
tion of inhabitants, and there will be heard the busy hum of Yankee enter- 
prise. On the San Joaquin there is a town Jaid off under the name of Stock- 
ton, which has now some hundreds.of traders and wagoners living in tents 
Lumber being landed in San Francisco and Benicia from Oregon and foreign 
ports, and held at two hundred and fifty to three hundred do}lars per one thov- 
sand feet, and the price being much enhanced when it reaches the highes! 
points of boating, there must for a time be a drawback to building within the 
limits of the placer locations. Higher up the San Joaquin, proposals are ou! 
to build two sma]] towns, in which people are purchasing house lots at low 
prices. At Captain Sutter’s Fort, and extending to his embarcadera, there |s 
a town called Sacramento City, with a thriving and numerous population 01 
little less than a thousand people already. Several brigs and barques of light 
dranght have reached this town, and also Stockton. On Feather river there 
are projections of a township. The people on the upper Sacramento river, 
Bute creek, Feather, Yerba, Americanos, Cosumnes, and Moquelemes (the 
last two members of the San Joaquin,) rivers, and their vicinity, must depend 
at present on Sacramento City for supplies; the remainder of the rivers, lowe’ 
branches of the San Joaquin, on Stockton; the upper branches on Monterey ; 
Sacramento City and Stockton, by steamboats, will receive their svpplies from 
Benicia and the town of San Francisco. 

Monterey may be considered at the present time the most pleasant plac: 
for a restdence in California. ‘The growth and prosperity of the town is slow, 
aud there is but little business doing in it. The new emigration have not 
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taken the prospects of the place in hand. By land it is nearer the placer than 
San Francisco. In Monterey the same wearing apparel and bed-clothes are 
worn throughout the year. The Americans and English only use chimneys 
within their houses for comfort; the natives have no desire for them. 

The Pueblo of San Jose, between Monterey and Benicia, and fifty miles 
from San Francisco, is situated in one of the most pleasant and healthy val- 
leys in California. It is well watered, and for twenty miles north and south 
there is a perfect carriage road, with barely a mound of earth to lift a wheel. 
Its advantages for gardens, fruits, and grains are of the highest order. It only 
waits those who are soon to be ‘its owners, and it will flourish in all its des- 
tined beauty and luxuriance. From Monterey to San Diego, every twenty to 
thirty miles there are large broken down missions, each so pleasantly located 
that they will entice people to settle near them. 

The port of San Luis Obispo is half way from Monterey to Santa Barbara. 
It isan unsafe port in winter, and has an extensive farming country around it, 
but is not very well watered. 

Santa Barbara is a small] town, pleasantly located, surrounded by mountains, 
but affords little inducements to the present settler. 

San Pedro is the port of the Pueblo of the Angels, twenty-seven miles dis- 
tant. This Pueblo is one of the better cities of California, equal to the upper 
Pueblo, and far preferable to it for grapes and wines. It is perhaps equal for 
vintage to any part of the world. The present stirring times and people have 
not yet reached this valley; land has, therefore, risen but little in value here. 
The rich placers urge every new comer to the north; but time will soon send 
thousands to this Pueblo, to Santa Barbara, and to Monterey. The heat and 
unhealthy climate of the San Joaquin valley and of part of the Sacramento, 
with the cold there prevalent in winter, must check the future settlement of 
those valleys. 

The following are the prices of grain, vegetables, animals, &c., in Califor- 
nia, July, 1846, and July, 1849: 


July, 1846. July, 1849. 

Horses, - - - $20t050 - : - $70 to 300 
Mules, - - - 15 to 40 - - - 50 to 200 
Steers, 4 years old, - - 6to 8 - - - 10 to 20 
Yoke of oxen, - - 15 to 30 . - - 50 to 150 
Hogs, - - - 5to20- - - - 10to 30 
Cow and calf, - - 7 to 12 - - : 13to 30 
Wild mares, - - 2to 4 - - - 5 to 20 
Sheep, - - - 1kto 2 - - - 2to 4 
Fanned wheat, 2 bushels, = - 2t0 4 - - - 3to 5 
Do. corn, - - lj to 3 - - - 4to 6 
Barley, a sa ~ l}to 2 ‘i . " 5to 10 
Beans, - - - 3to 4 - - - 5to 7 
Flour, per 100 lbs. - - 6to 8 . - - variable. 
Bullocks’ hides, - - $2 each . - - T5eto 1 
Tallow, per 100 Ibs. - - 6 - - - 4to 5 
Labourers, per month, - 15 to 30 - - - 60 to 100 
Mechanics, do. - - 25t060 - - - 100 to 260 
Seamen, do. - ° 12 to 20 - - - 75 to 125 
‘ October and November, 1848. July, 1849. 
Flour, per barrel, - - 26 : - - 6to 8&8 
Salt pork, do, . - 60 to 80 ° - ° 20 to 30 
Brown sugar, * a 25e. ° ° ° 8 to 10¢ 
Coffee, - - - 12 to l4c - - - 8 to 10c 
Lumber, per 100 feet, - 3100 - - - $300 
Prints, piece of, - - $8 to 10 ° - - $3to 4 
White and brown sheeting, - 7to 9 - - - 2to 3 
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Prices are at a much higher rate at the placers. 

Country lands, including those for planting and grazing, are selling at trom 
50 cents to $3 per acre. Many a square mile (of 640 acres,) in the Sonoma 
and Napa valleys have been sold at 500 to $2,000. ‘They are steadily on the 
rise invalue. The old padres had each an orchard, which are now destroyed. 
and I know of but few instances of individuals who possess them. : 

The placer of the Sacramento embraces almost the whole of the branches 
of the river on the east side. The most remarkable now worked is the upper 
part of the river known as Reading rancho, and on Feather river, above Larkin 
rancho, and Yerba, Bear, and Dry creek. Feather and Yerba are the richest, 
There are three branches of the American river which join the Sacramento 
near Sutter’s Fort, which have produced much gold. In the vicinity of the 
American there are many rich placers; in the ravines and valleys on eae), 
branch of the San Joaquin, gold has been found. These rivers irrigate slight\, 
a large country of some three hundred to four hundred miles in length an 
breadth. Almost every spot that has been dug into has produced the precious 
metal in a greater or less quantity, and all over twenty carats fine. ‘The onl; 
well known quicksilver mine is ten miles from the Pueblo of San Jose, on the 
rancho of the Berezera family and Grove Cook’s. The land which is now 
worked was, in January, 1846, taken from the owners by the Mexican law o! 
denouncement, namely: A person gives information to the nearest alcakie 
that on such a place there is a valuable mine, and the informer files a memo- 
rial and deposites a piece of the ore. He has then some thirty days to exca- 
vate and to dig at least thirty feet deep in the mine. By the expiration ot 
ninety days he must have performed certain conditions, and by survey, and 
the personal attendance at the Jand of the alealde, obtain judicial possession 
If this is all done within a certain limited time, he then as owner holds the 
right to work the mine. Should the denouncer quit the work a certain number 
of months, he is liable to lose his right. In the winter of 1845-6, two Cali- 
fornia labourers offered to show Don Andres Castanoras, of Mexico, a silver 
mine; and on his examining it, he pronounced it at once cinnabar. He pro- 
ceeded immediately to denounce the spot, laid his plan off in twenty-lour 
parts or shares—gave away twelve, and retained twelve. He then returned 
to Mexico. There he rented the mine for sixteen years to Alexander Forbes, 
Esq., of Tepic, who has purchased many of the shares, some at $1,000 each 
and is now working the mine, but not extensively. Mr. Forbes was a wealthy 
man, of no family, and seventy years of age. His cares, great wealth, and 
the responsibility of his quicksilver mine, give him much trouble. On Mr. 
Cook’s land there are other locations containing rich deposites of cinnabar, 
that will produce a heavy per cent. of quicksilver. A sinehiol pounded quick- 
silver ore dropped on a odie iron will produce a vapour; by covering it with 
a tea-cup, the inside of the cup will be coated with a smoky substance, similar 
to that produced by the burning of a lamp. By rubbing this carefully over 
the inside of the cup with the finger, several globules of quicksilver wil! be 
brought into existence. There is, without a doubt, silver and lead in Calilor- 
nia in some quantities. I have seen a little of each. Coal is known to exist, 
but I am inclined to think is not of much account in quantity or quality. 

I am of the opinion that the production of gold in the California placers will 
this year exceed that of 1848. The individual gains will not be so large, nor 
will so much be obtained in proportion to the number of people employed. 
Americans who had been some time on the Sacramento had every intluence 
over the wild Indians, and each man to this day has from ten to thirty Indians 
at work on the upper streams. They protect, feed, clothe, and attend to the 
wants of these Indians. 

On the lower rivers the whites and Indians are destroying each other. It 
is said that the emigrants from Oregon commenced this bad business, and the 
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loss will be severe. Less gold will be produced, and, through the disturb- 
ance, the sale of much clothing, &c., to the Indians on the rivers will be pre- 
vented. 

The whites, who are now or may be industriously employed this year in 
digging and washing the golden sands, will obtain from one to three ounces of 
gold per day; next year less, from the large number of labourers, and from the 
sround being so much worked over. Some who arrive here will never go far 
from the first port they land at, and many wil! return to the settlements after 
only two or three weeks passed in digging. The majority of these, if they 
seek for it, can obtain lucrative employment all over California as mer- 
chants, mechanics, clerks, storekeepers, farmers, hotel and innkeepers, &c , 
in towns and on the public roads, keeping coaches and stages, stables and 
boarding-houses, running launches and wagons, cutting firewood for house- 
keepers, ships and steamboats, and not be liable to summer sickness in the 
placer. 

Timber is plenty, and much of it is softer than the white pine of Maine. 
Tools are very cheap. Live cattle for meat and for working are not high. 
One-inch boards bring $150 per M feet at the pit. This must, even this year, 
offer inducements for many labourers. Merchandise is very rapidly falling 
invalue. Prior to the exchange of flags (July 7, 1846,) in Monterey, the ma- 
ritime duties had averaged’ $85,000 a year, paid into the Mexican customs of 
Monterey. In April, 1849, the amount received by the American collectors 
for one month was over one hundred thousand dollars. The foreign goods 
received into the territory were chiefly from Boston; a proportion from Ma- 
zatlan, Valparaiso, and Oahu. The prices were almost stationary year after 
year. In 1846 and 1847, goods fell invalue. In June, 1848, commerce began 
to feel the effects of the discovery of the placer, while from June to October, 
1848, lands fell in price, foreign merchandise sold at unheard-of prices, and 
continued high until May, 1849. Country lands have now risen in value, and 
town lots advanced thousands per cent., and this day are yet advancing, while 
merchandise is now suffering a rapid decline in prices. Bricks, ready-made 
frame houses, and lumber yet command the highest prices. The shippers of 
merchandise in our Atlantic States since January, 1849, while they saw one- 
tenth of their vessels chartered or purchased for California, and twenty mil- 
lions of dollars invested in those vessels and their cargoes, were convinced 
that this department was to receive from 100,000 to 200,000 emigrants this 
year. These estimates were the minimum and maximum. At the same time 
they became participators in the supplies for two or three millions of people. 
They were far better judges of the number of emigrants, and the supplies 
sufficient, than residents of California could be. The excitement has gone 
throughout Great Britain, and is now agitating other parts of Europe. What 
is the result of all this? Large fleets of merchant vessels are laid up in the 
bays and rivers of San Francisco for want of seamen, and there isan immense 
sacrifice of mercantile property. There will not this year be sufficient ware- 
houses to store the goods on¢the way for this country, nor can owners afford 
to pay the storage. Many of the owners will be present with their goods, 
depending on a prompt sale to satisfy their own wants, or to pay their debts. 
This itself will force the sale of much property, and without this the prospect 
for 1850 will not warrant owners or consignees to keep on hand goods for sale. 
A quantity will go to Oahu, San Blas, Mazatlan, Callao, and Valparaiso; some 
may even return to the Atlantic States. I do not believe that the goods landed 
here in September up to January (ensuing) from Europe will, in every instance, 
bring much more than sufficient to pay duties and other charges, leaving out 
any reference to first cost. 

In this extraordinary position of affairs, the state of the emigrants is of pri- 
mary importance, especially of that portion composed of women and children. 
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Many will arrive destitute, and death will do his work among them. Houses 
cannot be obtained for one-half of this vast increase of people, nor wil! a)! 
provide themselves with a tent or even bush shed. The cold will not incom- 
mode the new comers, except those who may go to the mountainous parts of 
the Sacramento and Joaquin. In January and February, however, the rain 
will fall. Asa general thing the climate is advantageous to the coming thou- 
sands, and in the course of time, with the immense and peculiar prospects 
before us, a large proportion, after some individual cases of suffering, wi! 
settle themselves, and subsequently obtain a gradual improvement of their 
state and situation. The want of schools must be felt for some time to come, 
at least within the vicinity of the placers. Monterey, Pueblo de San Jose, 
San Francisco, and Benicia have each a good pov f paying the preceptor 
$1,800 to $2,000a year. These towns have also each a Protestant clergyiman 
settled among them. The towns of Monterey, San Jose, Santa Barbara, and 
Pueblo de los Angelos have each Catholic churches, with Mexican padres, 
and are well attended. The whole territory of California has scarcely a pub- 
lic building, exclusive of the town of Monterey, which contains two that were 
built prior to 1846. This town has also a wharf, built in 1845, and some 
buildings and a fortification, erected under the command of Colonel Mason in 
1847 and 1848, and a fine stone building for a school and court-house, and 
state convention, built under the alcaldeship of Walter Colton, Esq. 

The prospects of California are flattering in the prospective, more so than 
of any other new State in our rapidly extending Union. The climate of 
most parts of it is mild and congenial, yet changeable. The Sacramento 
and San Joaquin are prolific of ague and » sl of the worst forms, and rheu- 
matic complaints on the coast are prevalent. The mornings are invariably 
the most pleasant on the sea coast, especially at Monterey and San Francisco 
—the nights throughout the country are cool. At Santa Barbara and the 
lower Pueblo there is experienced little or no fog. The town of San Diego, 
now without trade, is of little consequence; at that place the climate is the 
mildest and most salubrious in all Alta California. 

The rivers throughout this territory are low most of the year, and can be 
passed. Rains in November increase until February—they then decrease 
until April. During the summer rain may fall once in the course of five or 
six years, but not sufficient to saturate the ground. In the months of De- 
cember and January, rain is the most copious. From the drought in the sum- 
mer months, vegetation becomes much parched. On some ranchos (farms) 
the grass fails for the cattle at the driest season. The farmers are always 
desirous that some rain should fall in April to moisten their land just previous 
to their planting beans, corn, and potatoes. A person not acquainted with the 
soil and climate of California, would doubt its capacity to produce any grain 
without summer showers; yet wheat produces abundantly. Gardens in towns 
require wells, excepting at the two Pueblos and Sonoma, where there are 
good streams of water, the country adjacent to which is best adapted to 
graziug. The Government have here horses and mules, kept up and fed on 
barley and wild oats, cut in May and June; individuals will also do the same. 
Oats and clover grow spontaneously over the country, and within the reach of 
every man. Former!y horses and bullocks were worked but a few days and 
then turned out to graze as many weeks, when these animals sold for ten to 
fifteen dollars each, and breeding mares from two to three dollars. This plan 
to a Californian presented its advantages. The American farmer will do more 
work and to more advantage with four or five horses and twenty or thirty cows 
and steers than the natives do this day with hundreds or thousands of stock. 

Eggs are from $1 to $2a dozen; hens $2 to $4 each; turkeys $4 to $8 a 
piece ; butter $1 to $1.50 a pound; potatoes, by the pound, 6 to 8 cents; tur- 
nips and cabbages, ete. still higher—opening other advantages to farmers than 
raising cattle. But few or none have engaged in supplying towns with the 
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fruits of gardens, orchards, and the rich products of the dairy. This will all 
be done at less prices, but at very remunerating ones, even when the golden 
sands of California have been turned over and over again—washed and re- 
washed, and its soil delved deep into for the precious metal until nearly 
valueless. For some years, however, the labours of the hard-working and 
frugal gold-digger will yield him fair compensation, if he can avoid the chills 
and fever of July, August, and September. 

The whites have, in several instances, destroyed Indians in the placer, who, 
in their turn, have retaliated. This warfare will continue until the wild man 
and owner of the placer is exterminated. This may cause the people to have 
more tame Indian servants, as they will seek the towns where many get con- 
stant employ. The real cause of the shedding of blood is the too common 
enmity of the white man towards the aboriginals of our country; while too 
many, caring only to get a good share of the riches of the placer, as free 
laborers, look tamely on the atrocities they may see perpetrated. Before 
1850 the two very distinct races will be separated into parties in the placer 
by the Spanish and English languages, being the vernacular of each, and they 
will very likely be brought into fierce and deadly conflict. Those of Spanish 
extraction far outnumber the Americans, though this will not be considered 
worth a thought by the latter. Numbers opposed to them in battle array or 
in commerce are not counted, and when brought into collision with Yankee 
ingenuity are subverted or overthrown. However, the Americans in this 
country will in a short period outnumber the foreigners; and from the present 
time Mexican and South American emigration hitherward must decrease, and 
by 1851 the emigrants from Europe will not outnumber our own countrymen. 

In all this astonishing influx of people we have a practical illustration of the 
fact that the absence of good laws cannot stagnate commerce or crush the 
energies of the people. Each alcalde of the different jurisdictions has some 
form, mode, and practice of administering law. There are Mexican laws in 
print, in theory, but in practice little is known of them by the judges or jus- 
tices—of course less by the people. Yet peace and good order is fairly sus- 
tained, and murder and robbery is not of hourly occurrence. Where there is 
no known code of law lawyers can have but little business. By the time there 
is business for them the present attorneys who are in this country will, by 
having other means of making a fortune, be able to live like the mass of the 
people. 7 

General Riley, as Governor of California, has, in a proclamation, requested 
or recommended the people of California to meet in all their respective towns 
the first day of August next, to choose for each different district a judge, pre- 
fect, two sub-prefects, and an alealde, and a certain number of delegates, to 
meet in Monterey in September, 1849, to organize and frame some laws and 
a constitution for the country, with the expectation of sending a Delegite to 
Congress, and asking admission into the Union asa State. The opinion of 
the old and new inhabitants of California will be divided, the former bolding 
the belief that it properly comes under his lawful jurisdiction, and the latter 
that, on account of his holding one office, and that in a military capacity, he 
is ho way constitutionally empowered to convene the inhabitants for the trans- 
action of any civil affairs, much less in a business of such moment as is in- 
volved in the present exigency. In the sequel, however, I presume the ma- 
jority of the people will acquiesce in his proclamation; and, if it is assented 
to by the people of California, will, by November, have fair prospects of pos- 
sessing, laws, judges, and requisite legal officers, and a form of civil govern- 
ment. The citizens of Monterey have, by their unanimous vote, agreed to 
support the proclamation of Governor Riley and carry out its provisions, re- 
commending others throughout California to do the same. The Pueblo of 
San Jose have passed the same resolution.* 


* The Convention above alluded to has been held. 





384 Quarterly Register and Magazine. [Dec., 


A passage round Cape Horn, from an Atlantic to a Pacific port, occupies 
from four to six months. The shortest trip on record is that of the “(Grey 
Eagle,” in one hundred and seventeen days to San Francisco; the “ Col, Fre. 
mont”? came in one hundred and twenty-seven days; one hundred and fifty 
a fair calculation. This voyage is as safe and pleasant as those performe| 
by sea and land; it occupies two, in some cases three, months more time. |; 
has not the variety of a sea and land voyage, but a person has less risk o; 
reaching his port of destination. The expense is $150 to $300, the passenyey 
having to provide himself with bedding only. A trip via Chagres and Panama 
costs $250 to $600, the two steamers charging $175 and $200 to 400. ‘Ihe 
time occupied ought not to be more than forty days; in 1850 it will probably 
be less. At present but few reach here via Panama under sixty to seventy 
days from New York or New Orleans. Those who arrive here, as thousanis 
have, in sail vessels from Panama, have been sixty to one hundred days 
coming this distance. The passage to Vera Cruz is easy; and, if the Mexicans 
have mules and horses to sell at Vera Cruz, or in the vicinity, a traveller 
mounted may reach San Blas in twenty to forty days. At first he will be 
somewhat worn, perhaps nearly broken down, but in a week his spirits wi)! 
be on the ascendant, and he will be able to pursue his way tolerably plea- 
santly. The travelling expenses on the road from Vera Cruz to San Blas or 
Mazatlan, will be about $1 50 to $2 50 per diem for man and mule. A 
laughing, happy, and contented traveller can get along with the Mexicans 
his own way, and at his own prices—if he bat please the people, they wi! 
please him. At present, and I think hereafter, the supply of vessels for 
passengers from San Blas and Mazatlan to California will correspond to the 
demand. The charge for passage $75 to $200; the time occupied twenty- 
five to forty-five days. 

The overland route from the frontier of Missouri to the Sacramento valley 
is now so well known that a very correct estimate may be made of the time re- 
quired, and the means necessary, to perform it with ease and safety. A fami) 
carrying with them only such things as are necessary for the road, may calcu- 
late on making it in four and a half months. About the Ist to the 10th of May 
is a suitable time for leaving the Missouri frontier, and this would bring them 
into California from the middle to the end of September. Light but str 
wagons, with mules, especially in the present condition of the road, are the 
most reliable and convenient means of travelling. Grass is at its best during 
the season, which will be occupied by the journey, and the mules may always 
be kept picketed near the place of encampment, and consequently less ris 
will be incurred of their being stolen, and no time lost in hunting them up in 
the morning. The road being now well known the travelling may be regu 
lated, and the animals never forced into extraordinary journeys, but make 
their average day’s travel uniformly, and regularly have grass and water. 
The best way to travel is to start at sunrise and halt again, remaining at rest 
during the middle hours of the day, completing the day’s march in the after- 
noon. This gives the animals abundant time to rest and eat, and in this Way 
they will go through in good order. 

House rooms in San Francisco, eight feet by ten to fifteen by twenty, are 
$30 to $500 per month each. Houses at present being over 100 per cent. on 
cost a year for rent. Board is $210 $3 .a day, without a room. There is @ 
new hotel, containing sixty rooms, now finished in the town of San Francisco. 
The owner has spared neither time, trouble, nor funds in making this build- 
ing of a superior order, inall its parts and branches. The passage in a launch 
from San Francisco or Benicia to Stockton, or Sacramento city. is $15 to $30, 
and it occupies two to three days. Thence travellers take a horse, mule, oF 
wagon, or go on foot, as they may prefer, to the placer. Freight in the 
launches is $4 to $6 per barrel; thence to the placer in wagons $10 to $50 
has to be paid. 
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Although there are many advantages in California over some of our other 
territories, and a wide field of enterprise for a new beginner, | would earnestly 
advise all those who are well situated at their places of nativity or adoption 
to remain as they are. Toa young man, not yet in business, with little or 
uncertain prospects in our Atlantic or Middle States, | would say, try Cali- 
fornia; more especially if he is bold, active, restless, and ambitious, and not 
inclined to dissipation. Sickness he will be liable to here as elsewhere, even 
without exposure in the placers. Jf he know one card or one wine from another 
where he was educated, ratsed, or brought up, in California he will soon know the 
whole pack, and become a perfect connorsseur of ltquors. This will alter for the 
better as society becomes established. Fora farmer, mechanic, or merchant, 
with ordinary prospects in any other State, to break up for the purpose of 
coming out, with the view of bettering his condition in California, is, | think, 
if not utopian, at least hazardous. My several official letters up to 1849, which 
have been published throughout the United States, were written for the use 
of the different Departments in Washington, to which I was at the time 
attached, and not for publication. On reception by the chiefs of those Depart- 
ments they were at their disposal. When despatched from California to 
Washington I had no expectation of their being published, and no one in this 
country could then have had any idea that our “ placers”’ so soon, or even in 
any length of time, were to affect our whole Union and a part of Europe. In 
June and July, 1848, the American residents in California, especially the land 
owners, were apprehensive that the placers would prove an injury to them; 
the value of town lots, it was supposed, were more depreciated thereby thau 
any thing else, but the contrary effect on real estate in town and country is 
now experienced, and in fact in every class of property, and in every line of 
business throughout the Territory. The busy hum of incessant activity, and 
the enterprise of an industrious, go ahead, Yankee population, now reverbe- 
rates throughout the northern part of Alta California, and will soon extend 
from latitude 49 to 320n the Pacific, and embrace the whole length and breadth 
f the country—of Oregon and California. 


POPULATION OF CALIFORNIA. 
From the Alta California of November 29. 


In an article published in the Alta California of the 2d of July last, we stated 
the probable population of the country at that time at 30,000 souls. As the re- 
cent election has failed to bring out more than one-quarter of the Jegal voters in 
the country, and as the hopes which that contest held out of approximating to 
the number of inhabitants, have failed, we have thoughtit proper and necessary to 
give the following statistics. ‘They are made up, in some instances, from actual 
records, in others from the best estimates we have been able to procure. 

_ The population of California on the first day of January, 1849, may be set 
cown as follows, viz.: 
Californians, say 13.000 
Americans, . : 6,000 
Foreigners, . 5,000 


Total, , . ‘ . : 24,000 


From that time down to the 11th of April, 1849, there were a great many ar- 
tivals by sea, and a few by land. If we set down the arrivals by sea in round 
numbers at 5.000. (of which one-half were Americans,) and the arrivals by land 
\prineipally from Sonora and Lower California) at 1,000, we shall! then have the 
tollowing result, viz. : Li 
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Californians, 13,000 
Americans, 9,000 
Foreigners, : 9.000 


Total, ° » . ‘ 31,000 

From the 12th of April down to the present time, (November 28, 1819 ) wi 
are enabled to give, through the politeness of Edward A. King, Harbour Master 
reliable statistics of the arrivals by sea. They are as follows: 

Months. American. F oreign. Male. Female. 

April, 

May, 3,944 1,942 5,677 209 

June, 

July, . 3,000 614 3,565 49 

August, 3,384 509 3.806 87 

September, 4,271 1,531 5,680 122 

October, . 2.655 1,414 3,950 119 

November, 1,716 490 2,155 8 
Total, . ° 19,000 6,500 24,833 667 

In the article before alluded to, which we published in July last, we stated ti, 
then probable population at 30,000. Subsequent experience, and travel throug! 
the country, has convinced us we were then in error. We were anxious at that 
time not to go beyond the mark in our estimate, but in the extremity of our car 
we undoubtedly fell far below it. 

Admitting, then, that, on the 11th day of April last, there were 31,000 inhabi. 
tants in the country, as above stated, if we add thereto the 25,500 arrived by s 
as shown by the table above, we have a total of 56,500. T’o this must be add, 
the sum of 6,000 Mexicans, who came into the country by land, and of whic! 
probably 2,000 still remain. Further than this, there have run away from |! 
several vessels now in this port, at least 3,000 seamen; there have arrive! 
other ports in California 500 souls; and there have come into the country by th: 
Santa Fe and southern route, at least 2,000. These figures give the following 
result as the present population of the country, derived from all sources exc: 
the emigration over the Rocky mountains. 

Californians, . : ° 13,000 
Americans, . ° ‘ 32,500 
Foreigners, . ‘ : 18,500 


Total, ‘ ‘ . , , 64,000 
The number of the emigration by way of the “ Plains,” is variously estimat 
at from 30,000 to 40,000. Our own impression is, that it will not be found | 
vary much from 30,000. Adding that number to the figures above, and we hav: 
a total of 94.000 souls, as follows: 
Americans, . ‘ , 62,500 
Californians, ‘ = 13.000 
Foreigners, . ° . 18,500 


Total, : : ‘ 94,000 
There cannot be a doubt that the figures given above are below the mark ; ani 
we have no hesitation in saying, and we think the figures will bear us out in the 
assertion, that the population of California now exceeds one hundred thousand. 
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STATISTICS OF OREGON. 
(From letters of 1SRAEL MITCHELL and ACHILLES DE HARLEY.) 


Each of the three great divisions of Oregon have their peculiarities. The 
east is almost a desert, destitute of timber, burnt by excessive droughts, and 
the soil is wholly of voleanic formation, lava, leached ashes, lime, &c. The 
Blue Mountains, however, have much good land and timber, and will some 
day no doubt be inhabited by a healthy and happy people. Middle Oregon 
isa good soil in general, and the best grazing country, | suppose, on earth. 
Though apparently not half so luxuriant as the prairies of the Mississippi val- 
ley, the grass is more nutritious, and in many places it is so thick as to 
form a mat, which, to a person walking through or over it, seems like walk- 
ing over a bed; and there is one kind as salt as brine. Timber, however, is 
scarce; much ‘of the country will lie waste, but it will pasture millions of 
stock; and even now many of the Indians count their horses by hundreds, if 
not by thousaads. 

The middle district is bounded on the west by the Cascade Mountains, 
which are covered with a timber of which you can have no idea. Pine, red, 
yellow, and white fir, hemlock, spruce, cedar, &c., rise in straight and uni- 
form trunks from the height of one hundred to one hundred and fifty feet, 
in many instances, to the first limbs, and then tapering from one hundred to 
one hundred and fifty feet toa sharp point. At other places the limbs com- 
mence nearer the ground. The most remarkable undergrowth is the vine 
maple. It grows in bunches, each bunch containing five or ten shoots of the 
size of a man’s thigh. They grow ten or fifteen feet high, then turn down, 
and grow into the ground again, branch out again, and so continue the process, 
rendering it impossible to pass through on horseback, and sometimes even on 
f vot. I have literally crawled through them, and not been on the ground for 

undreds of yards, and sometimes have not been able to see the ground, so thick 
, the snleniuits below, nor see any object thirty feet from me on any side. 
These cases are not common, though there are many places of mi'es in extent, 
in the neighbourhood $f the most dense settlements we have, where the foot 
of the white man never trod, So you need not be surprised when I tell you 
that Western Oregon has never yet been to any great extent explored, most of 
the travel from place to place being by water. 

The great valley of the Walamette (pronounced Wa-lam-ette, accenting 
the second syllable) is a most beautiful prairie. There is considerable tim- 

r, and what are here termed fern openings and oak openings. The fern 
‘penings are where the fire has killed the greater portion of the timber, and 

iern has grown up to the detriment of all other herbs and grasses. The 
‘nings are covered with grass, as with you. There is very little waste 
n West Oregon—even the mountain lands are a good soil, free of rock, 
seldom very steep. Like aJl mountain countries there is much good 
mill sites abound. The quantity of sawing timber is immense. 

‘are many places where, I verily believe, 1,000 logs may be cut from an 

that will average 500 feet to the log. Now, for a moment, cast your eye 
ir market. China, Australia, and all the islands of the Pacific, are al- 

lestitute of timber, and rely alone on Oregon for supplies. Our facili- 

: jor manufacturing are unrivalled on earth. Our stock is raised and fatted 
ess Jabour than that of any other country. A state of health and energy 
own in the Mississippi valley ise xperienced by our inhabitants, and we 
ht a nd should bea happy people ; but the variety of tempting lucrative 

'yments that present themselves, make it diffeult what to choose or 
‘re to locate, and there isa continual change of business. There is a 

vantof capital,and little competition. Were lable to give you the num- 

‘ our producers, our exports would exceed belief. I will state, however, 


I 
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that they exceed $500 for every able-bodied white male citizen in Orego; 

1 know of more than 15,000 barrels of flour having been shipped, 5,000,000 
feet of lumber, 1,000 barrels of salmon, and a large quantity of butter, cheese 
&c. The products of 1848 more than doubled that of any former year, an 
those of 1849 would no doubt have exceeded it had not the gold mania broke 
out and nearly depopulated the whole country. About three-fourths of 1h 

whole population of Oregon are gone to the mines. Some, however, have ye. 
turned to cultivate their farms, most of whom intend to go back again. The 
quantity of coin and gold in the country has become so great that every thin, 
is uncommonly high. A good labouring man gets $50 per mouth. Lar 

farms are deserted, and even mills lay idle. 

The following is the account given of the INDIAN TRIBEs in Oregon, 

Ist. The Makaw, or Cape Flattery Indians, are warlike, occupying th 
country about Cape Flattery and the coast for some distance to the southwa 
and eastward to the boundary of the Halaam, or Noostlalum lands. Th 
number about 1,000 souls. They live by fishing, hunting, and the cultivat: 
of the potato. 

2d. The Noostlalums consist of eleven tribes or septs, living about the « 
trance of Hood’s canal, Dungeness, Port Discovery, and the coast to the west- 
ward. They are warlike, and their relations with the white inhabitants o: 
Oregon and with the Hudson’s Bay Company are doubtful. They live by 
fishing, hunting, and the cultivation of the potato. Their numbers are. 
males, 517; females, 461; children under ten years, 467; slaves, 40; total, 
1,485. 

3d. The Soquamish are a warlike tribe of Indians, whose relations with the 
whites and with the Hudson’s Bay Company are friendly. They occupy th 
country about Port Orchard and neighbourhood, and the west side of Whi 
Island. Males, 150; females, 95; children under 12 years, 210; slaves, 6! 
total, 519. They live by labour. 

4th. The Homamish, Hotlimamish, Squahsinawmish, Sayhaywamish, and S 
chassamish, are peaceable tribes, uumbering about 500, who subsist by fis 
and labour. They reside in the country frum the Narrows along the west: 
shore of Puget’s Sound to New Market. 

5th. The Zuanoh and Skokomish tribes reside along the shores of I 
canal. They number about 200, are peaceable, and subsist by fishi 
labour. 

6th. The Squallyamish and Pugallipamish are situated in the country a! 
Nesqually, Pugallippi, and Sinuomish rivers. Males, 200; females, 
children under 12 years, 190; slaves, 40; total, 550. They are peact 
and friendly, and live by labour and fishing. 

7th. The Sinahemish is a peaceable and friendly tribe, subsisting by labor 
fishing, and hunting. They live on the Sinahemish river (falling into Poss 
sion Sound) and the southern extremity of Whidby’s dsland. Males, 
females, 98; children under 12 years, 110; slaves, 30; total, 333. 

8th. The Snogualimich are a warlike tribe, part of whom are hostile to 1! 
whites. They occupy the country along the Snogualimich river and 
south branch of the Sinahemish river. They subsist by fishing and hunt. 
ing. Males, 110; females, 140; children under 12 years 90; slaves, 8; tots 
348. 
9th. The Skeysehamish occupy the country along the Skeysehamish river 
and the north branch of the Sinahemish. They number about 450 ; ‘are pea 
able and friendly, and subsist by fishing and hunting. 

10th. The Skadjets are a peaceable and friendly tribe, living by farming, fish- 
ing, and hunting. They reside in the country on both sides of the Skadje! 
river, and on the north end of Whidby’s Island. Males, 160; females, 16° 
children under 12 years of age, 180; slaves, 10; total, 506. 
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11. The Nooklummie live around Bellingham’s bay. They are a warlike 
people, subsisting by farming, fishing, and hunting; and their relations with 
the white inhabitants of Oregon and with the Hudson’s Bay Company are 
doubtful. Males, 66; females, 50; children under 12 years, 90; slaves, 22; 
total, 222. 

12. The Staktomish inhabit the country between Nisqually and Cowlitz and 
the head waters of Chehaylis river. Males, 50; females, 56; children under 
12 years of age, 80; slaves, 18; total, 204. This tribe is peaceable and 
friendly, and subsist upon roots and fish. 


THE ISLAND OF CUBA. 


(The following interesting statistical account is taken from sources entitled 
to credit.) 

This island is now a great object of interest, not only to the American people, 
but to all the world. Half a century ago, the Chevalier de Marbois foretold 
that Cuba could never remain a colony, being worth more intrinsically than 
many a European kingdom. The development of the resources of that island, 
in spite of a bad administration of execrable laws, has sufficed to call atten- 
tion to the system existing in the “Queen of the Antilles.” 

From a work on Cuba—that of Turnbull, usually considered the most au- 
thentic and the most reliable authority—we are induced to make the follow- 
ing digest of the principles which appear to actuate the government of the 
island. The vast extent of Cuba, the largest island of the western hemi- 
sphere, has made it necessary to divide it into civil, judicial, military, and 
ecclesiastical jurisdictions. The civil jurisdiction is divided into two pro- 
vinces, with separate governors, altogether independent of each other in 
theory. The eastern extremity of the island is under the charge of a governor 
of Santiago de Cuba, while the western is under the contro] of a captain 
general de San Cristobal de la Habana. In civil functions these two officers 
are altogether distinct and independent, though in military affairs the first has 
an ex officcocommand. It has sometimes happened that the gefe of the eastern 
end has had no rank, the troops being commanded by an officer purely 
military. The captain general must, however, whatever may be the army 
rank of the first officer of the forces, be second only to the orders of the 
Spanish crown. At Matanzas, Trinidad, Puerto Principe, and Cienfuegos, are 
also officers, with the title of gobernador, or GoverNor, the duty of whom, 
however, is merely judicial. Subordinate to these are the capitanes a guerra, 
relics of the old contests with the aboriginal inhabitants. The captain genera] 
is the supreme military authority of the whole island, and chief of the real 
audtencia, the seat of which is the city of Havana. In every city of the island 
there are also perpetual courts, known as ayuntamientos perpetuos, and in the 
rural districts jueces pedaneos, appointed by the local governors. The latter 
are rather commissaries of police than judges, being charged with a general 
surveillance of the law and order of their districts. 

The ayuntamiento of Havana once consisted of four corregidors. This 
number was afterwards increased by two, and ultimately to eight, a commis- 
sioner promoting the crusades and another officer having been added. The 
commissioner residing in Spain, in 1834 and 1835, eclipsed the magnificence 
of the representatives of first-rate powers, and his deputado in Havana left al! 
the Cuban noblesse far behind him. Ultimately Havana became a city, and 
the corregidors were raised to twelve, one of whom was the alferez, rea! or 
royal] standard bearer; a second the chief alguacil: the third an officer of the 
Santa Hermandad, so celebrated by Gil Blas; a fourth the public administra- 
tor; a fifth holds an untranslatable office as Receptor de Penas de Camara ; and 
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a sixth is the keeper of the archives, treasures, &c. Several of the corregidors 
hold their office by hereditary right, among whom is the Padre de Menvres 
who, however, has no deliberative voice. 

At present, therefore, the ayuntamiento of the Havana consists of twelye 
Corregidores; two Alcaldes ordinarios, elected annually ; two Alcaldes de la Santy 
Hermandad, also elected annually; one Mayor provincial; one Alferez Real; one 
Alguacil Mayor; one Sindico procurador del comun, named by the corporation 
to serve for a year, beginning and ending at the same dates with the term 
of service of the Alcaldes. In former times these officers were chosen }y 
the inhabitants at large ; but latterly the system has degenerated into a sort 0; 
self-election by the permanent members of the ayuntamiento. Besides thes, 
there are a Mayor domo de proprios, an Escribano, and other subordinate func. 
tionaries. 

At the meetings of this body the captain general presides; in his absence 
one of the three T'ententes Letrados, or subaltern chiefs, and in their absence, 
also, one of the Alcaldes ordinarios. On the admission of the members of the 
corporation, they are bound to take the same oath which is administered | 
the Spanish military orders of Santiago, Alcantara, and Calatrava, which: is, 
to defend the purity of the Conception of the Holy Virgin. 

The secular tribunals of Havana are, that of the captain general, assisted 
by the auditor de guerra in military affairs, and in civil matters the Asesoves 
generales. The Alcaldes generales have also cognizance of civil and military 
disputes, and even the aywntamiento has original jurisdiction in cases where 
the res in lite is less than $300 in value. In such cases this body proceeds 
on instruction from its own subordinates, the Tenientes Letrados and Alcaldes 
ordinartos. 

There is also a commercial tribunal, consisting of a prior, consuls, a consul- 
tor, and an escribano, whose jurisdiction extends only to mercantile affairs; 
but before any one can address himself to this tribunal, he must first go be- 
fore the Juez Avenidor, whose duty is like that of the Judge de Paix in France 
to endeavour to conciliate the parties and prevent litigation. 

The name Cuba is an aboriginal one, and was in use when Columbus (is- 
covered the Island in 1492. Cuba is the most westerly of the group of Islands 
known as the Antilles, and not only the largest in the Carribean Sea, but 
larger than all the other West India Islands together. Its greatest length, 
following the curves, is 800 miles; its breadth is very irregular, varying from 
135 to 25 miles; and it is estimated that there are, on its coast, at least [ilty 
ports and anchorages, safe and easy of access. Of these, the harbor of lla- 
vana is the finest in the world. The entrance is very narrow, but opens into 
a magnificent bay, capable of accommodating a thousand ships of the largest 
class, and there is at all times such depth of water, that vessels of the largest 
tonnage come up to the quay. 

The island is traversed through its whole length by a range of mountains. 
some of which attain the elevation of 8,500 feet; and the interior is well 
watered by numerous fresh and rapid streams, which take their rise in the 
mountains. ‘These streams abound in fine fish, and formerly brought down 
in their beds no inconsiderable quantity of gold dust. The shores are low an‘ 
flat, and this peculiarity is presented, that along the line of coast, there are 
innumerable lagoons, which, during the spring tides, are filled with sea water, 
from which are collected large quantities of salt, for the consumption of the 
inhabitants, 

The climate of Cuba is dry and warm; the seasons are divided into rainy 
and dry; and the warmest months are July and August, when the mean tem- 
perature is from 80 deg. to 82 deg. The general range of the thermomete! 
in summer on the lowlands is 90 deg. to 95 deg. Fahrenheit; the coldest 
months are January and December, when the cold is represented to be 10 
deg. less than under the equator. There is an alternation of land and sea 
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breezes, which, in the dry season, render the weather cool and agreeable. 
The coast is considered unhealthy, the interior the reverse. Travellers speak 
in the highest terms of the interior of Cuba, and depict in glowing language, 
the beauty of the scenery, the verdure of the foliage and herbage, and the 
soft and balmy character of the atmosphere. The elevated position of the in- 
terior, its salubrious air, and perpetually genial climate, attract valetudinarians 
from all parts of the world. 

The area of Cuba has been estimated at 37,000 square miles. The popu- 
Jation is estimated at 1,400,000; of which, 610,000 are whites, 190,000 
are free coloured, and 600,000 slaves. The imports in 1847 were $32,389,119, 
of which $7,049,976 were from the United States. The exports during the 
same period were $27,998,770, of which $12,394,877 were to the United States. 
In 1848, the number of arrivals at its ports was 3,740, and the number of 
clearances 3,446. The amount of American tonnage employed in the trade 
with Cuba is 479,673 tons. 

Cuba has 195 miles of railroad completed and in successful operation, and 
61 miles in the course of construction. About two-fifths of its surface are culti- 
vated. Of the remaining three-fifths, now unused, one is probably worthless, 
leaving one-half of its agricultural resources undeveloped. The climate is so 
genial that it yields two crops a year of its productions. It also abounds in 
materials for manufacturing purposes, and its mountains contain mines of 
copper which are worked to considerable advantage. 

At one time the island of Cuba yielded to the Spanish crown a net revenue 
of four millions of dollars. At present, perhaps, it is not so lucrative a pos- 
session. The trade from Cuba to the Baltic is very great, and most of it is 
carried on in American bottoms. 


COMMERCE OF ASIA. 


The trade of Europe and America with Asia is already immense, and must, by 
the laws of human intercourse, increase at a very rapid rate. We propose to ex- 
hibit some of the particulars of the trade with Asia. 

The following table comprehends the ships, tonnage, and men, employed by 
Europe and the United States in the import trade with the Pacific: 


Ships. Tonnage. Men. 
England, . 877 329,404 16.698 
United States, 329 111,180 6.998 
France, 117 36,040 2.048 
Antwerp, . 7 2,860 (125 
Bremen, ‘ 6 1,800 100 
Hambure, . 10 5,000 200 
Netherlands, 188 97 231 5,150 
Russia, 7 50 25,000 1,000 


ee 608.515 32,310 


The outward bound or export trade is about the same. We see at once that 
this is already a very great commerce. The British trade is mainly to the East 
India company’s possessions—to Mauritius, to New Holland, and to China. 
The United States’ trade is in the South Seas and to China. ‘The Dutch trade 
is chiefly with the islands of Java and Sumatra. Let us now proceed to value, 
and see if we ean approximate the value of the Asiatic trade by sea. 

The following are the imports into Great Britain from beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope, taken several years since : 
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Imports from the East Indies, . . $47,553.00 
From Mauritius, Java, Sumatra, New Holland, &e., . 24.933,001 
From China, . : ‘ ‘ ‘ 13,040.775 


Aggregate rere, 85,526,775 
Exports, ; : 59,187,000 
Imports into France, . ° 16,300.000 
Exports, : : . 8,238,000 
Imports into the Netherlands, 23,527,390 
Exports, ¥ . 4,702,130 
Imports into the United States, ° ° : . 11,438,400 
Exports, . . . . . . . 5. 133,800 

We find, then, the following aggregate of imports and exports with the Asiatic 
ports yearly: 
imports, ‘ $136.892,565 
Exports, : ‘ 77,560,705 


Aggregate, . : 214,453,270 
Here we ‘ead a commerce with Asia, on the part of Great Britain, the United 
States, France, and the Netherlands, amounting several years since to more than 
two hundred millions of dollars per annum! We have no doubt that it has sine 

greatly increased in consequence of the opening of the China trade. 

The British trade with Canton alone amounted, in the year 1838, to twenty- 
four millions of dollars. The capital invested in ships alone for the Asiati 
trade by the British amounts to more than thirty millions of dollars! 

The facts we have given constitute a mere rough outline of the present trad. 
and a glance at what it may become. Commerce and human intercourse are t\y 
great civilizers, humanizers, and equalizers of the human race. A railroad acros 
the American continent would do more to increase civilization and freedom tha: 
all that government can do. The steam chariots, crossing the North Americ: 
Andes, will carry with them light, knowledge, and Christianity. The Asia: 
will become accustomed to them, and far over the plains of Tartary the banner 
of the cross will speed with victorious flight.—Cincinnati Chronicle. 


REPORT FROM THE ADJUTANT GENERAL OF THE ARMY To 
THE SECRETARY OF WAR, 
War Department, Ansutant Generaw’s Orrice. ) 
Washington, Nov. 30, 1849. ) 
Sir: Pursuant to your instructions of September 5th, I respectfully submit th: 
pyrinee annual report, together with the usual returns of the army, viz. : 
. Organization of the army of the United States as established by law, 
3 General return of the army, - - - . - 
. Position and distribution of the troops in the eastern division, - 
. Position and distribution of the troops in the western division, - 
5. Position and distribution of the troops in the Pacific division, - 
6. Return of the troops employed in suppressing Indian host ilities in Florida, 
7. Exhibit of the namber of recruits enlisted from October 1, 1848, to Sep- 
tember 30, 1849, - ‘ ° « “ ‘ u 


I. The authorized military establishment consists of 870 commissioned officers 
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and 8,940 non-commissioned officers, musicians, artificers, and privates, and is 
constituted as follows: 
Non-commissioned 
Designation of regiments and corps. Commissioned officers, musicians, Aggre- 
officers. artificers & priv'’s. gate 

General officers, - - - - 3 
(Adjutant General’s department, 14 14 

Inspector General]’s department, 2 2 

Judge Advocate of the army, - l I 

Quartermaster’s department, - 43 43 

Commissary General’s department, 8 

Medical department, - - 95 95 
{| Pay department, - 28 28 
Corps of engineers, - : - 43 43 
Corps of topographical engineers, - 36 3ti 
Ordnance department, - 37 37 
Military storekeepers, - 7 
‘T'wo regiments of dragoons, 70 1,230 1,300 
One regiment of mounted riflemen, 35 765 800 
Four regiments of artillery, - 208 2.600 2.808 
Eight regiments of infantry, - - 272 4,192 4,464 
One company of engineer soldiers, (sappers, 

miners, and pontoniers,) - - : 100 100 
Ordnance sergeants, - - - 53 53 


General 
staif. 


Aggregate of the authorized military establish- 
ment, = - - - - *895 8,340 9,852 


It will be seen that the authorized foree, (troops of the line,) consists of 2,100 
cavalry, officers and men; 2,808 artillery, of which eight companies are orga- 
nized as light artillery, and 4,464 infantry—making, in the aggregate, 9,372. 

The latest returns show 9,003 men in service, including recruits and men un- 
assigned, being 216 more than authorized; but returns from distant regiments 
not being later than July and August, it is estimated that there is a deficiency of 
500. The reported strength of all the regiments is 7,974, or 813 less than the 
establishment. 

The number of enlisted men of the ordnance department in service, according 
to the Jast returns, is 535. The number is not restricted by law. 

Il, The number of major generals having been reduced, as contemplated by 
the aet of July 19, 1848, to one, Major General Scott, general-in-chief, in accord- 
ance with the President's instructions, resumed command of the army on the 
ilth of May, 1849, and established his head-quarters at the city of New York. 

The number of brigadier generals having, in like manner, been reduced to two, 
Brigadier Generals Wool and Twiggs (major generals by brevet) have been as- 
signed to the command respectively of the eastern and western geographical di- 
visions, 


_ * The actual number of commissioned officers is 870;—25 hold commissions both 
in the staff and line, are counted twice, and should be deducted from the number 
“45, obtained by adding the full number allowed to each regiment and corps. This 
number (895) does not include the military storekeepers, (17,) but these are accounted 
jor in the column of “aggregate.” 
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THE TREASURY ESTIMATES. 
ESTIMATES OF APPROPRIATIONS. 


In pursuance of the joint resolution of January 7th, 1846, which makes it th. 
duty of the secretary of the treasury to cause the estimates of appropriations. 
which he is by law required to prepare and submit to Congress, to be printed, and 
copies of the same to be delivered to the clerk of the house of representatives jy 
time for distribution at the commencement of each session, estimates of additiona| 
appropriations required for the service of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1850, 
and for the fiseal year ending June 30, 1851, were placed on the tables of the 
members of the house. From this volume we extract the summary of th; 
additional appropriations required for 1850 and the summary of the appropriations 
asked for 1851.— Washington Republic. 

Treasury Department, ) 
November 16, 1849. § 

Sir: Agreeably to the joint resolution of Congress of the 7th January, 1846, | 
have the honour to transmit, for the information of the house of representatives 
printed estimates of additional appropriations proposed to be made for the servic: 
of the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1850, amounting to $1,696,851 47 
All of which is on account of the civil list, foreign intercourse, and 

miscellaneous, including expenses of collecting revenue from 

customs and lands, from Ist January to 30th June, 1850. 

To the estimates is added a statement showing— 
The indefinite appropriations for the service of the last three quar- 
ters of the fiseal year ending the 30th June, 1850, made by former 
acts of Congress, of a permanent character, amounting to. 4,539,458 81 
Viz.: 
Civil list, foreign intercourse, and miscellaneous, $584,580 41 
Pensions, , ‘ : ‘ : 255,000 00 
Interest, &c., public debt, and treasury notes, . 3,700,878 40 


I am sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. M. MEREDITH 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Treasury Department, ? 
November 16, 1849. 5 
Sir: Agreeably to the joint resolution of Congress of the 7th Jannary, IS!6. | 
have the honour to transmit, for the information of the house of representative: 
printed estimates of the appropriations proposed to be made for the fisea! yeor 
ending June 30, 1851, amounting to . 7 $33,697,152 15 
Civil list, foreign intercourse, and miscellaneous, in- 
cluding payment to be made to Mexico under the 
12th article of the treaty, expenses of collecting 
the revenue from customs and lands, census of 
1850, public buildings, and expenses of courts, $12,812,480 2 
Army proper, &c., . . . . 5 866,127 
Military academy, . ° : : 199,298 < 
Fortifications, ordnance, &e., - ° 1.647.446 
Internal improvements, surveys, and light-houses, 1,164,080 
Indian department, ‘ : 998,739 
Pensions, . . ° 1.433.893 
Naval establishment, 9.575.078 
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To the estimates are added statements showing— 
}, The appropriations for the fiscal year, ending the 
$eth June, 1851, made by former acts of Congress, 
ofa pawane character, amounting to . 5,648,410 24 
Viz. 

Civil list, foreign intercourse, and miscellaneous, 724.560 14 
iiahan and equipping the militia, . ; 200,000 00 
Civilization of Indians, . ° ‘ i 10.000 00 
Pensions, . . . 473.000 00 
Interest on public debt, . x . 3,742,951 13 
rh sy of stock of the loan of 1847, ‘ . 492.898 97 


2, The existing appropriations which will be re- 
quired to be expended in the fiscal year ending the 
30th June, 1851, amounting to . ° 5,656,530 34 
Viz. : 
Civil list, foreign intercourse, and miscellaneous, 472,519 21 
Army proper, &c., ‘ ° . 2,230,747 97 
Fortifications, ordnance, &e., ‘ . ° 168,000 00 
Internal improvements, surveys, &c., ° 83,123 338 
indian department, . : . 903,971 36 
Pensions, ° ° . 20,117 00 
Naval establishment, ° . 1,778,051 42 
44,997,092 72 
3. There is also te be added to the estimates a statement of the 
"several appropriations, which will be carried to the surplus 
fund, amountingto ‘ . ‘ $502,170 02 


Accompanying the estimates are sundry papers furnished by the treasury, war, 
navy, and interior departments, containing references to acts of Congress, &c., 
on which the estimates are founded. 

lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. M. MEREDITH, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


TREASURER’S STATEMENT, 

Showing the amount at his credit in the Treasury, with Assistant Trea- 
surers and designated depositaries, and in the mint and branches, by 
returns received to Monday, the 24th December, 1849; the amount for 
which drafte have been issued, but were then unpaid, and the amount 
then remaining subject to draft: showing also the amount of future 
transfers to and from depositaries, as ordered by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Drafts heretofore 

drawn, but not Amount subject 
In what place. Amount on deposite. yet paid, though to draft. 

payable. 

Treasury U. S., Washing- 
ton, D. : - $260,286 85 37,124 50 223,162 35 

Assistant ‘Treasurer, Boston, 

Massachusetts, - 1,215,218 05 167,719 97 1,047,498 08 

Assistant Treasurer, New 
York, New York, - 3,380,104 74 1,220,808 38 2,159,296 36 

Assistant Treasurer, Phila. 
delphia, Pa, - - 891,183 45 29,802 11 861,386 34 
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Drafts heretofore 
drawn, but not 
yet paid, though Amount sabjec: 
In what place. Amount on deposite. payable. to draft. 
Assistant Treasurer, Charles- 
ton, S. C., 134,461 48 39,742 5i 94,718 97 
Do. New Orleans, La., 390,902 95 322,463 28 68,439 67 
Do. St. Louis, Missouri, 281,621 35 87,303 58 194,317 77 
Depositary at Buffalo, N. Y., 13,429 94 466 22 12,963 72 
Do. Baltimore, Md., 19,319 82 5,905 73 13,414 0 
Do. Richmond, Va., 9,777 89 1,890 67 7,887 22 
Do. Norfolk, Va., 7,378 63 5,236 00 2,142 63 
Do. Wilmington, N.C., 3,655 70 2,631 50 1,024 20 
Do. Savannah, Ga., 34,041 15,956 30 18,085 21 
Do. Mobile, Alabama, 49,145 26,582 80 22,562 49 
Do. Nashville, ‘Tenn., 14,631 10,858 52 3.773 96 
Do. Cincmnati, O., 82,425 3,583 02 78,842 26 
Do. _—(Pittsburg, Pa., 456 318 07 138 70 
Do. Cincinnati, O., (late) 3,301 32 00 3,269 37 
Do. Little Rock, A., Bert., 22,703 360 00 12,343 94 
Do. Jeffersonville, fa., 78,720 26,702 22 52,017 89 
Do. Chicago, Hlinois, 8,169 41 1,926 26 6,243 15 
Do. Detroit, Mich., 24,864 11,242 44 13,621 70 
Do. Little Roek, Lincoln, 18,717 6,174 15 12,543 41 
Do. Little Rock, Wilson, 4,101 1: 42 92 4,058 91 
Suspense aceount, $2,064 41 2,064 41 
Mint of the United States, Phi- 
ladelphia, Penna., - $41,150 841,150 00 
Branch mint of the U. States, 
Charlotte, N. C., - 32,000 00 32,000 00 
Do. Dahlonega, Ga., 26,850 00 26,850 
Do. New Orleans, La., 100,000 00 100,000 








2,064 41 7,938,624 84 2,026,937 57 5,913,751 
Deduct suspense account, - - - - 2,064 


Net amount subject to draft, - $5,911,687 « 
Treasurer’s Office, Dec. 28, 1849. 


UNITED STATES MINT.* 
, Statement showing the deposites of California gold at the mints: 





MINTS. | 


'___________| | 
Philacelphia. | New Orleans. | Total. } 





— $14,177 | $44,177 
ge aa 5,481,439 | 666,080 | 6,147,519 








Total, . . | $5,525,616 | $666,080 | $6,191,696 





* We are indebted to Dr. R. M. Patterson, for these statements of the deposites 
and coinage at the mint and branches in the year 1849: 
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Statement of deposits of Gold and Silver in the mints, exclusive of California 
gold, for 1849. 





MINTS. | 


| 

} = — 
\Charlotte, N.C.| Dahlonega Ga. New Orleans., Philadelphia.) Total. 
} 





GOLD. 
'U.S.coins,old stand’d, 
‘Foreign coins, . 
iU. S. Bullion, . 
Foreign Bullion, 


3,902) 37,318 41,220) 
| 437,130, 4,483,091! 4 290; 221) 
390,732 252,974, 677,985, 5,767,092, 7,088,783) 

| 6,728 186,223, 192,951] 





| Total gold, . 
SILVER. 
Foreign coins,. . 873,448 2,116,000 
Foreign bullion, 132,699) = 211,176 
U. States Bullion, in- 39,112 39,112) 
cluding silver parted, 
from gold, ° 


| 
390,732 252,974; 1,125,745) 10,473,724 12,243,175 5| 





| 

| | 

| Total silver, . | | 1,321,029 1,045,259) 2,366,288 
| | 











—— 





Total deposites, $390,732" $252,974) $2,446,774 $11,515,983 $14,609, 463) 





COINAGE, 


“MINTS. | 


Charlotte,| | 
N.C. ‘Dahlonega, Ga|N. Orleans} Philadelphia. | Total. 





GOLD. 

Eagles, pieces, 23,900; 653,618 677,518 

Half eagles, « | 64,823! 39,036 133.070 | 236,929 

‘Quarter eagles, 10,220) 20,945 23,294 44,459 

(Dollars, . . 11,634 21,588 215,000, 688,567 936,789 
} 





Value of gold, | 361,299 24413050, 454,000 7,948,332 9,007 7615.9; 





! SILVER. aes 

(Dollars, pieces, | 62,606 | 62,600 
'Half dollars, ‘“ 2,310,000) 1,252,000 | 3,562,000 
(Quarter dollars, | 340,000 | 340,000 
‘Dimes, ‘“ 300,000) 839,000 | 1,139,000 
‘Half dimes, « 140,000) 1,309,000 | 1,449,000 











| Value of silver, | | 1,192,000] 922,950 | 2,114,950 
COPPER. = 

‘Cents, pieces, | | 4,178,500 4,178,500 

|Half cents, | 39,864 39,864 


| Value of copper, | 4] 984.3 











| 
| ' 
3¢.| 41,984.32, 








‘Total coinage in | | 
Pieces, . . | 86,677) 71,569 | 2,988,000 9,519,513 12,666,659 











Total coinage in | 
value, . + \$361,299 $244,130,5%, $1,646,000'$8,913,266,52, |$11,164,695;°35 
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Statement of the coinage at the mint and branches to the close of the year 1849: 





Operations 
commen’d. 


Pieces. Value. 


| 
MINTS. 
Pleces. Value, 


| SILVER. 
=| 








| Philadelphia, 1793/11,725,426] 63,470,612), 176,801,491) 64,091,211.30 
| New Orleans, 11838) 2,551,895] 15,768,990))  34,551,83() 11,490,253.00 
| Charlotte, 1838) 560,937] 2,381,689) 
| Dahlonega, 1838} 842,189] 3,727,910)! 
| | 











—_—— — —_— — —_ 








| Operations | 


| Aggregates,. 15,680,447|$85,349,201 211,353,321) $75,581,464.50 


COPPER. | TOTAL COINAGE. 


¢ 


MINTS. | é 


; Pieces. | Value. | Value. 


ommen’d. 








Philadel phia, )1793 128,913,641) 1,251,734.52 317,440,558, 128,813,558.42 
New Orleans, (1838 |) 37,103,725) 27,259,243.01 
Charlotte, . i} 560,937; = 2,38) ,689.00 
Dahlonega, . 1838) | 842,189) -3,727,910.00 








128,913,641!$1,251,734.52. 355,947,409 $162,182,400.42 


Aggregates, . 


TAXATION OF UNITED STATES PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATES. 


THE PORTLAND CUSTOM-HOUSE AND PHILADELPHIA MINT CASES, 


The action of the supreme court upon these cases renders it proper that 
the public should be apprized of the questions involved inthem. Fora series 
of years prior to 1843, the city of Portland, under the laws of Maine, assessed 
a tax upon the United States custom-house, warehouse, and wharf in that city, 
which the collector paid, to avoid a forced collection. The attorney-general, 
Mr. Legare, having expressed an official opinion that this and all other taxes 
imposed upon property held by the United States for similar purposes, were 
illegal, the United States brought a suit in the United States circuit court to 
recover back the moneys thus paid. On the trial, the cireuit judges were 
divided in opinion upon the constitutionality of the Jaw imposing this tax, 
and certified their division to the supreme court for instructions. The case 
was argued tw9 years since by Mr. Clifford, attorney-general, for the United 
States, and Mr. Evans for the city of Portland. 

The court held the question ander advisement until the last term, with the 
view of hearing the argument in the Philadelphia Mint case, before making a 
decision. The latter case was this: The city of Philadelphia, ander the laws 
of Pennsylvania, as she claimed, assessed taxes upon the mint in that city, 
and under them brought a suit against Isaac Roach, then treasurer of the mint, 
as the occupant of the mint buildings, and recovered a judgment in the local 
court, which was affirmed by the supreme court of that state, on which the 
United States brought a writ of error to the United States supreme court, to 
test the validity of the law under which the tax had been assessed. The case 
was argued last winter by Mr. R. H. Gillet, then solicitor, and Mr. Attorney- 
General Toucey, for the United States, and Mr. Brewster for the city of Phila- 
delphia. 

On consultation, the supreme court ordered a re-argument at the present 
term, of the two causes together, upon the single question of the validity o! 
the two statutes under which the taxes had been imposed. The two causes 
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were argued a few days since, by Mr. Gillet and Attorney-General Johnson, 
for the United States, and by Mr. Evans for Portland, and Mr. Brewster for 
Philadelphia. It was contended on the part of the United States, that what- 
ever the government purchased, or provided, under the constitution, in the 
execution of the powers conferred upon the nationa] government, could not be 
taxed by the states, because by such taxation the state could destroy whatever 
was thus provided, or expel it from the state, which makes the state power 
supreme, and would enabie it to exclude the authority of the national govern- 
ment from its territories. 

It is further contended, that by thus taxing the instruments necessarily pro- 
vided to coin money and collect revenue, Maine and Pennsylvania, in effect, 
imposed taxes upon her sister states, who contributed to the expense of pro- 
viding them. And that if the custom-houses and mints could be taxed, ships 
employed by the navy, and the war and post-office departments, ship mate- 
rials, arms, ammunition, and provisions, and the mail establishment, might 
also be taxed. 

On the other side, it was contended that a state possessed the eminent do- 
main within itself, and might impose taxes, by general law, upon property 
within it, over which it had not conferred exclusive jurisdiction upon the 
United States. And that the United States, like other proprietors holding lands 
under the laws of a state, were bound to pay their share of the expenses in- 
curred in administering the Jaws which protected such property ; and that if it 
were otherwise, the national government might monopolize property,and thus 
prevent it from taxation, to the injury of the state, and to the destruction of 
state rights. 

To this it was replied, that the power of eminent domain was limited under 
our system of government, and a state could only tax what she might take 
and apply to her own public use ; but the power which would authorize her to take 
possession of the custom-house and mint, and use them for poor-houses, or quar- 
tering state troops would be destroying necessary constitutional] instruments; and 
that if the United States purchased and paid for real estate on which to make 
erections, it placed in the hands of the former owner taxable means in its 
stead; and that the states accepted the United States constitution upon the 
condition that its powers might be executed, without molestation, whenever 
necessary, of which the national government, as often held by the supreme 
court, must judge, unless these necessary buildings were exempt when Con- 
gress had ordered their erection, the laws passed empowering the United 
States constitution would not be supreme, as provided in that instrument. 

On consultation, after this argument, the judges of the supreme court, eight 
being present, were equally divided in opinion, and, consequently, no opinion 
could be given as the judgment of the court upon the constitutional question 
involved, The Portland case was remitted to the circuit court to be disposed 
of without instructions. The mint case is left as it came to the supreme court, 
and, consequently, the judgment of the court below stands affirmed, and the 
tax upon the mint is to be collected. Whether the Portland taxes are to be 
recovered back, is a question now pending, and to be disposed of in the cir- 
cuit court, by Justice Woodbury and Judge Ware, of Maine.—JN. Y. Post. 


INTEREST AND USURY LAWS. 


In an article on Interest, published in the Banker’s Magazine, the writer 
makes the following statement for the purpose of exhibiting the advantages 
that would result from a repeal of the laws limiting the rate of interest: “The 
ease of Holland furnishes a practical and striking proof of the correctness of 
the theory we have been fk, wees: to establish. It is an undoubted fact, 
that the rate of interest has been, for a very long period, lower in Holland 
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than in any other country in Europe; and yet Holland is the only country jp 
which usury laws are altogether unknown, where capitalists are allowed to 
demand, and borrowers to pay any rate of interest. Strictly speaking, this 
applies only to the state of Holland previously to the revolution in 1795. The 
enactments of the Code Napoleon were subsequently introduced ; but it ap. 
pears from the report of the parliamentary committee on the usury laws, that 
they have not, in any instance, been acted upon. Notwithstanding all the 
violent changes of the government, and the extraordinary derangement of her 
financial concerns in the course of the last twenty years, the rate of interest 
in Holland has continued comparatively steady. During the whole of that 
= persons who could offer [or poe security have been able to 
rrow, at from three to five and a half per cent.; nor has the average rate of 
interest charged on capital, advanced on the worst species of security, ever 
exceeded six or seven per cent., except when the government was negotiating 
a forced loan. The general rate of discount in Holland is from four to five 
per cent., and occasionally from three to three and a half per cent., but very 
seldom lower. During the revolution it had been at six and seven per cent., 
and even at eight; but this was generally owing to some forced financial ope- 
ration on account of the government, and was never of long duration. The 
following is the average rate of discount at Amsterdam and Rotterdam from 
1795 to 1817: 
1795—4, 4}, 
1796—4, 4}, 
1797—4, 4}, 
1798—4, 44, 
1799—3, ‘ 
1800—4, 44, 
1801—4, 44, 
1802—4, 5, 
1803—4, 5, 
1804—4, 44, 


1807—4, 
1808—4, 
1809—4, 
1810—4, 
18i1—3, 

1812—3, 

1813—3, 

1814—4, 

1815—5$, 

6. 1816—5, 54, 
1805—4, 5, 6, 9. 1817—5, 54 
1806—4, 44, 54, 6, 9. 

“The Bank of Amsterdam never discounts at a higher rate than five per 
cent.; but they discount at a lower rate, and vary their discounts according 
to the abundance of capital, never exceeding five per cent., and occasionally 
as low as two and a half and three.” (Mr. Holland’s evidence, Report of the 
Committee on the Usury Laws, p. 45.) But in this country, where the law de- 
clares that no more than five per cent. shall be taken, the rate of interest for 
capital advanced on the best landed security has, in the same period, varied 
from five to sixteen or seventeen per cent., or five times as much as in Hol- 
land. Surely this ought to put to rest all doubts as to the impolicy and the 
inefficiency of the usury laws. 
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LEGAL RATE OF INTEREST IN FRANCE, 


In France the usury laws were abolished at the revolution; and it is dis- 
tinetly stated, that their abolition was not attended by any rise of interest.— 
Storch, Economie Politique, tome iii. p. 187. According to the Code Napoleon, 
only six per cent. interest is allowed to be taken in commercial affairs, and 
five per cent. when money is advanced on the security of real property. 
There is not, however, any difficulty in evading this law. The method re- 
sorted to for this purpose is to give a bonus before completing the transaction, 
or, which is the same thing, to frame the obligation for the debt for a Jarger 
sum than was really advanced by the lender. None of the parties particu- 
larly interested can ts called to swear to the fact of such a bonus being given; 
so that the transaction is unimpeachable, unless a third party, who was privy 
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to the settling of the affair, can be produced asa witness. The Bank of France 
never discounts at a higher rate of interest than five per cent., but sometimes 
at a lower rate, 

IN HAMBURG. 

In Hamburg the rate of interest is quite unrestricted; or, if there be a writ- 
ten law restraining it, it has become altogether obsolete. The rate, therefore, 
varies according to circumstances. Occasionally it has been at seven, eight, 
and even ten per cent.; and in 1799, a period of great mercantile embarrass- 
ment and insecurity, it was as high as fourteen per cent. Generally, how- 
ever, the rate of discount on good bills does not exceed four or five per cent. 
Report on Usury Laws, p. 46. 

IN RUSSIA. 

In Russia the legal rate of interest is six percent. But as Russia is a coun- 
try capable of much improvement, and where there are very great facilities 
for the advantageous employment of capital, the market rate of interest is in- 
variably higher than the statute rate, and the law is as constantly as it is 
easily evaded.—Jbid. and Storch, tome iii. p. 207. 

IN AUSTRIA, 

At Trieste, and throughout the Austrian empire in general, the usual rate 
of interest is fixed by law at six per cent.; but capita] can seldom be obtained 
for less than eight or ten per cent.—See Report, ubi supra. 

IN LEGHORN. 

At Leghorn the ordinary rate of interest is a half per cent. per month, or 
six per cent. per annum; but there is no law to prevent the taking of a higher 
rate. 

IN SPAIN. 

In Spain the ordinary rate of interest is six per cent.; but no law exists 
against taking a higher rate, and it seldom falls below five, or rises above 
seven per cent. 

IN THE UNITED STATES. 

In the United States legal interest is fixed at six per cent.; but the market 
rate fluctuates from ten to twelve per cent. Efforts, Mr. Birbeck informs us, 
are now making in various parts of the Union, particularly in Virginia and 
North Carolina, todo away the restraints on usury, which, as he justly observes 
“operate merely as a tax on the needy borrower.” 


RAIL ROAD STATISTICS, &c. 
(From the Daily Advertiser.) 


During the financial embarrassments now passing away, as we trust, so much 
has been said and written, especially in the money articles of the public presses 
of the rapid extension of railroads, and of their injurious consequences to other 
branches of business, it may be the part of wisdom to take a dispassionate view 
of the subject, and to know if the forebodings of croakers and other timid minds 
have sufficient foundation to justify their depressing anticipations. 

For this purpose we propose to present some statistics, and institute some com- 
parisons, which may tend to allay, in a degree, the apprehensions now rife in 
our community from such sources. 

In England, where the railroad fever has seriously affected the pecuniary inte- 
rests of vast multitudes of speculators, there is just ground of alarm, because 
that country, with its already overgrown population and limited area of land, 
may not be in a position to justify such immense outlays for this branch of im- 
provement, 
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The population of England, proper, excluding Wales, Scotland, &c., 
may be reckoned at something near, . ; . ‘ 16,495,058 
Of Wales, Scotland, and other dependencies at home, . . 10,336.047 
That of the United States at ‘ ‘ ‘ a ‘ 21,250.000 
Acres. Sq. miles. 
The area of land in England proper, at . 32,243,200 or 30.380 
$6 “6 Wales, Scotland, &c., 42,444,800 or — 66,329 





ce ¢ the United States, . ° 938,000,000 or 1.450.000 
“ - new territories, including Texas, 1,192,971,510 or 1,861,110 

In the former there is not much room for great progress in these particulars, 
while in the latter there are boundless resources. The increase of inhabitants 
in the first is about 1 4-10 per cent. per annum, and in the last, that is the United 
States, 3 3-10 per cent. 

The valuation of property, real and personal, in Great Britain, is very great, 
and here the comparison is against us, but then she has incurred an iminense 
debt amounting to 3,800 millions of dollars, which is a very great drawback upon 
her prosperity. 

The valuation of property in the United States exceeds 8,298,000,000 dollars. 
The public debt of the general government and the several states, 285,911,554 
dollars. 

A country, like individuals, should be estimated in its property to be worth 
just what may remain after discharging all its liabilities. A large portion of the 
property of England is personal, and consists of the government scrip, in the form 
of consols, annuities, and bills of exchequer. Heavy burdens are therefore im- 
posed upon the property and people, to enable government to provide for its inte- 
rest, sinecures, and unavoidable expenses for the support of its administration. 
“ Her revenues for these objects amount to 270,000,000 of dollars, exclusive o! 
poor rates, the church, local taxation, India,” &c., annually. 

In order, however, to form an estimate, so far as the cases can be made analo- 
gous, we will take the old thirteen states and Vermont, where rail roads hay: 
become more extended than in the new states. Here are, in area of and, 
251,255,360 acres, or 403,124 square miles. , 

In England and dependencies, as before stated, 74,668,200 acres, or 116,700 
square miles. 

The population in these fourteen states, by estimation, is ° 12,028,633 
in England, &c., . : ‘ : 26,381,105 

Thus is shown great disparity in capability of improvement, both in extent of 
territory and accumulation of population, for it must be remembered the increase 
here is more than twice as much as it is there. 

The amount of railways in Great Britain, so far as we have authentic informa- 
tion, is about 4,400 miles in use to January, 1849. 

3,000 miles in progress of construction. 
6,200 miles chartered, but will not be built at present. 


Total, 13,600 miles, with capitals of $1,422,000,000. 

The amount already absorbed there exceeds 827,000,000 dollars for these 
works, and “we find that in twenty-two months (from January 1, 1847, to 
October 30, 1848,) there has been paid by British shareholders no less than 
£75,000,000, or 333,300,000 to the railway companies, and nearly the whole of 
this has been expended.”’ Large, very large sums go for preliminary expenses, 
excise, and customs for taxes, and yet most of the great roads now amalgamated 
paid from 6 to 8 per cent. dividends in June, 1848. 

The railways in the portion of the United States referred to above, and now 
in operation, extend to 5831 miles, and there is no prospect of rapid extension at 
this time. ‘The cost has amounted to $182,843,966, but a little more than half 
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the sum that has been expended in Great Britain within the last twenty-two 

months. This statement may not be perfectly accurate, on account of the con- 

stant progress in these works, but is derived from reliable sources, and is an ap- 
roximation to the truth.” 

The magnitude and continual accumulation of business in our country to justify 
these enterprises, can hardly be grasped by the mind at once. As one instance 
of its importance, we will state ‘‘that the value of the produce of the Mississippi 
valley annually set afloat upon its 16,674 miles of navigable waters,:is esti- 
mated at $262,825,620, and if the returns are only reckoned as of equal value, 
we have a grand aggregate of 526 millions of dollars, as the worth of the products 
and merchandise afloat on these inland waters, while our whole imports from 
and exports to foreign countries, do not exceed 306 millions of dollars.’ Chains 
of railroads are built, and in progress of building, to bring much of this produce 
to the Atlantic ports, thus saving time in transportation, and avoiding many 
risks. In view of these matters, then, who will say we are going *‘ too fast and 
too far,” and although much money is required, it is not extinguished by these 
works, but like tools it may be used to accomplish the purpose, and then returned 
to be used for other departments of business. 


INCOME, EXPENDITURE, AND EXPORTS OF GREAT BRITAIN, 
Lonpon, Nov. 9, 1849. 
The following comparative statement of the public income of Great Britain, for 
the three last years, is abridged from an official return: 
1847, 


£2,499,810 


1848, 
£2,747,59 4 


1846. 
£2,426,927 


Customs and excise. 
Spirits, foreign, 


British, - 
Malt, - - - 
Hops, - . - 
Wine, - - - 
Sugar and molasses, 
Tea, . « - - 
Coffee, - - 
Tobacco and snuff, 
Butter and cheese, 
Currants and raisins, 
Corn, - - - 
Silks, - - - - 
Paper, - - - - 
Soap, candles, and tallow, 
Coals, (sea borne,) - 
Bricks, tiles, and slates, 


5,949,151 
5,084,650 
286,265 
1,892,242 
4,050,418 
5,112,005 
756,838 
4,319,088 
224,832 
470,263 
723,600 
235.377 
798,814 
1,055,724 
1,658 
638,422 


5,235,489 
4,456,738 
440,403 
1,704,319 
4,504,650 
5,066,494 
746,436 
4,263,702 
243,191 
427,889 
13,912 
217,613 
768,934 
974,642 
4,053 
681,329 


5,455,475 
5,225,072 
392,381 
1,732,295 
4,741,272 
5.329, 992 
709,632 
4,350,733 
246,194 
478,662 
767,668 
274,506 
750,864 
1,090,853 
4,183 
455,846 


*In the North British Review for August we find the following table: 
Railroad trafic in Great Britain. 


Total receipts 
from goods 
and passengers. 
£4.535,189 
1.635.380 5,074,674 
2,233,373 6,208,719 
2,846,353 7,565,569 
7,362,884 8,512,886 


4,213,169 9,933,551 


Receipts from 
passengers. 
£3,110,257 


Receipts 
from goods. 
£1,424,932 


Years, No. of passengers, 
1843, 23,466,896 
Is44, 27,763,605 3,439,294 
S45, 33,791,253 3,976,341 
1s46, 18,796,983 d 

1847, 51,352,163 

Té4e, 57,965,070 


Years. 
1843, 
1844, 
1845, 
1846, 
1847, 
1848, 
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Timber, - - - 
Excise licenses, - - 
Sundries, - . - 
Stamps, - - - 
Assessed and land taxes, 
Property tax, - - 
Post office, - - - 
Crown lands, - - 
China money, &c., - 
Excess of expenditure over 
income, - - - 


1846. 
1,133,627 
1,086,155 
1,044,405 
7,675,921 
4,474,462 
5,543,682 
1,963,857 

394,482 
1,095,026 
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1847, 
993,465 
1,091,563 
1,150,682 
7,671,325 
4,553,862 
5,612,654 
2,181,017 
430,763 
325,342 


2,880,138 


[ Dec. 


1848 

737,235 
1,103,436 
1,043,280 
6,785,050) 
4,508,461 
5,485,164 
2,143,650 

362,501 
1,033,776 


1,034,919 








Total income, - - 


£58,437,891 


£59,230,415 


£58,290,734 


As we hear a great deal about the objects on which our immense revenue oi 
nearly sixty millions ste rling is expended, it may not be uninteresting to take a 


bird’s-eye view of the subject. 


Objects of expenditure. 
Charges of collecting the pub- 
lic revenue, : 
Charges arising from the pub- 
lic debt, 
CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 
Civil list, royal privy purse, sa- 
laries and tradesmen’s bills, 
Allowance to members of the 
royal family and Prince 
Leopold,“ 
The lord lieutenant of I te- 
land’s establishment, 
Expenses of the houses of Par- 
lament, including printing, 
Civil departments, including 
superannuation allowances, 
Other annuities, ates and 
allowances, 


£371,800 


290,000 

26,209 
102,407 
520,933 


71,007 
Judicial departm’t, and police 
and criminal prosecutions, 
Diplomatic departm’t, salaries, 
disbursements and outfits, 
Forces.—Army, . £7 803,464 
Navy, . ; 6.699 699 
Ordnance, 2,561 534 


Bounties for promoting fishe- 
ries, . eee 

Public works, 

Post office, expenses of collec- 
tion and other charges, 

Miscellaneous, 


Total expenditure, 


* Now king of Belgium. 


28,077,987 


1,582,356 
1,693,019 


350,818 


6,864,697 


11519 
1,015,273 


1,128,442 
2,041,135 


1°47. 
£2,848,494 
28,141,532 


1,598,809 
2,074,277 


346,945 


18,502,148 


16.979 
988,990 


1,186.215 
3,526,027 





£55,583,023 


£59,230,416 


1544 
L2836788 


90 22971 
WSO), 


3.442. p 


£58,990,734 


He does not receive any thing; the balance of the annu- 


ity granted to him is, after paying the annuities, &c., due to the servants of the lat« 


Princess Charlotte, paid back to the exchequer. 


£36,000. 


The sum so repaid last year was 
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A more detailed account of the public expenditure, shows that the amount paid 
to charitable institutions for the last three years was £157,524, £237,616, and 
£297,189, respectively. Of the latter sum, the establishment for the adminis- 
tration of the poor laws cost - - ° ° « £202,975 
There was spent in Ireland, - - 41.387 
For Greenwich Hospital, &c., in England, 33,200 
For vaccine establishment, - - 2,000 
Polish exiles, - - - - 9,308 
Toulonese and Corsican emigrants, - 2 000 
Protestant dissenting ministers, and poor French refugee clergy and laity, 6,319 

£297, 189 

The increasing demands of education, science, and art, is leading to a ovdin 
annual increase of the expenditure under this head, which, we trust, few will be 
found to complain of. The total amount for the last three years w as £341,216, 
£353,307, and £392,696, respectively. ‘The latter amount was appropriated as 
follows : 

To the British Museum, - - £57,230 
Steam navigation to India, - - 50,000 
Salaries to certain professors in Cambridge and Oxford, 2.006 
University of London, - - - 4,171 
Public education, Great Britain, - 86.000 
Education in Ireland, = - - - 115,000 
frish academies, societies, and colleges, 22,951 
Maynooth college, . - - 26,360 
Universities of Scotland, - - 9 R96 
Museum of Economic Geology, London, 10,798 
Expense of the National Gallery, London, 1,099 
Astronomical expenses, - - - 6,304 
Inspectors of anatomy, England, - 881 

£392,696 

BRITISH EXPORTS. 

A lately published parliamentary document presents the following facts. The 
total declared value of British and Irish produce and manufactures exported from 
the United Kingdom to various countries, was, in 1817, £58,842,377, in 1848, 
£52,849,448, 

The British colonies took 


£14,588,397 £12,654,183 


The United States took 
The Hanseatic ‘Towns 
Holland, - - 
France, - . 
Russia, . “ 
Turkey, - . 
China, Hong Kong, - 
Brazil, - - - 


Mexico, and Central and South America, 


(ex. Brazil,) - - 
Foreign West Indies, - 
All other countries, - 


10,974,161 
6,007,366 
3,017,423 
2,554,823 
1,844,543 
2,576,989 
1,503,969 
2,568,804 


2,505,855 
1,410,22 
9,290,366 


£58,842,377 


9,584,909 
4,669,250 
2,823,558 
1,024,521 
1,925,226 
2,858,179 
1,445,959 
2,067,302 


3.761.743 
1,010,138 
9,024,780 


—_—_—— 


£52,849,448 


A return has been published of the exports of British machinery and mil! work 
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for the year ending the 5th of January, 1849. From this it appears that the 
quantity taken by Russia was more than double that by any other country, the 
declared value in her instance being £212,712, while Spain, which comes next, 
figures for £98,142. Italy is the third on the list, being for £83,561; then the 
Hanseatic towns for £58,128, France £35,197, Brazil £29,201, Holland £27,611. 
the East Indies £26,997, Turkey £26,124, Mexico £25,807, Java £21,285, and 
Egypt £20,143. All the other countries show amounts under £20,000. The 
general total is £817,656. 

A similar return with regard to hardwares and cutlery shows the total amount 
exported to have been £1,860,150, of which the enormous proportion of £777.964 
was taken by the United States. Canada and the other North American colonies 
stand next, but only for £95,966. The general total to our colonies, including 
Australia for £79,103, is about £363,000. The Hanse Towns figure for £52,030 
Brazil £73,473, Russia £61,664, France £51,583, the foreign West Indies 
£418,590, Holland £40 201, Italy £36,129, Peru £29,056, Chili £27,034, Mexico 
£23,476, Belgium £22,908, Spain £22,779, and Turkey £20,182. 


THE COTTON TRADE OF GREAT BRITAIN. 
(Condensed by the Inquirer from tables in the London Times.) 
The imports of cotton for several periods within the last forty-four years. 


In 1806. Bales. In 1816. Bales. 
Awwverican, . , 124,939 | American, . ‘ ; 166,077 
Brazil, r 51,034 | Brazil, j : 123,450 
East Indies, : , 7,787 | East Indies, ‘ ‘ 30,670 
West Indies, &c., . 77,978 | West Indies, &c., ; 49,235 


Gross, . ; : 261,738 Gross, . P 369,432 
In 1826, Bales. In 1836. Bales. 
American, . ‘ . 395,852 | American, . , ‘ 764,707 
Brazil, é , . 55,590 | Brazil, ° ‘ d 148,715 
East Indies, ‘5 64,699 | Egyptian, . . ; 34,953 
Egyptian, . : . 47,621 | East Indies, : : 219,498 
West Indies, 18,188 | West Indies, &c., : 33,506 

581,950 1,201,27 

1846, Bales. 1849. Bales. 
American, . ‘ . 932,000 | American, . . » 1,477,727 
Brazil, . . ° 84,000 | Brazil and Portugal, . 163,768 
Egyptian, . . ; 59,600 | Mediterranean, . : 72,651 
East Indies, ‘ ‘ 49,400 | East Indies, : : 182,167 
West Indies, &c., 2 9,000 | Demarara, West Indies, &c., 9,114 
1,134,100 Total, . ; . 1,905,427 
Tot?! in 1848, . 1,739,997 





Increase of importin’49, 165,430 
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STOCKS AT THE CLOSE OF THE YEARS 1848 anp 1849. 
Pounds. 
Total unconsumed January 1, 1850, ‘ : 240,325,000 
January 1, 1849, ‘ 220,198,000 
STOCKS IN Ports, &c. 
Stock in the ports Ist Jan., 1849, ‘ 498,600 
« Dealers and Spinners’ hands, England, - 93,000 
“ “ Scotland, ‘ 7,000 


100,000 
Import in 1849, . ° . ; 1,905,400 


2,204,000 


EXPORTS AND CONSUMPTION IN 1849. 


Export to the continent and Ireland—152,300 American; 
16,800 Brazil and West India; 84,600 East India; 500 
Egyptian, . 254,200 
Taken for consumption of England and Scotland from 
the ports, 1,590,400 
Consumed in England, 1, 494, 100, or 28, 694 bags per ‘week. 
Consumed in Scotland, 96,300, or 1,852 ~~ aie week. 
Remaining on hand in ports Jan. 1, 1850, 559,406 
‘In dealers and spinners’ hands, England, , ; 90,000 
“ “ Scotland, . : 10,000 
100,006 
2,504,000 
QUOTATIONS OF COTTON IN LIVERPOOL. 


At the close of the week, ending January 26, 1849, the prices were as 
follows: 


Upland fair, : 4id. to 43d. | Maranham, 
N. O. fair, . ‘ 4; “ 4§ | Egyptian, . 
Sea Island, . ; 7 =**20 Surat, 

Pernambuco, : 44 “ 6 West India, 


For the week ending December 20th, 1849, the prices were as follows: 


Upland fair, . 62d. to 63d. | Maranham, ‘ 5id. to 6id. 
N. O. fair, ° 6 “ 62 | Egyptian, . _ Aileen 

Sea Island, . 9; ** 20 Surat, . i 383i “ 5 
Pernambuco, . 6h * 9 West India, ; Se 





We also notice a statement of the extreme prices in each year, from 
1806 to 1849. We quote a single kind, “upland,” for a few years: 


UPLAND “ Goop.”’ 


1806, : 15d. to 213d. | 1821, ; . 10d. to 114d. 
1811, ’ : 12; “16 1829, , ‘ 6i “ 7 
1817, 20 “23% 1836, ; 10; “12 
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SOUTHERN MANUFACTURES. 


We find in the Telegraph, published at Columbia, S. C., an interesting arti- 
cle setting forth in a forcible manner a great many facts and figures to show 
that the true policy of the South is to enter, to some extent, into manufacturing. 
The article is ably written, and its facts are as interesting at the North as at 
the South. The writer says: 

“If we trace the cause of the depression of the price of the Southern staple. 
we will find that it is principally owing to an over-production ; this over-pro- 
duction originates from too much labour being thrown into one particular 
channel. Diversify labour, by manufacturing a portion of that surplus staple 
at home, and the benefit will be two-fold—first, by rendering that portion of 
the labour thrown off from the old channel more productive, and next by being 
enabled to realize a better price for the remaining part which we have {uv 
exportation. 

“Experience has long proven that a crop of cotton of 1,800,000 bales wi!! 
bring, under ordinary circumstances, quite as much money to the planter as a 
crop of 2,500,000 bales. The reason of it is very — If we raise but 
1,300,000 bales, after taking out half a million of bales, which is required at 
present for domestic consumption, we have but 1,800,000 bales for exportation. 
This amount is barely enough to supply the wants of the foreign manufacturer 
—the consequence is, that, according to the laws of supply and demand, he 
has to pay more for it than if the quantity were larger. But the crop of late 
years has averaged very near 2,500,000 bales, and we are compelled to throw 
two millions of bales on the market of the world, which, being more than the 
demand calls for, has the effect of causing the price of it almost entirely to be 
regulated by foreign manufacturers and speculators. 

‘¢ But the culture of cotton has been pushed of late years to such an extent 
that, without a failure, 2,500,000 bales is likely to be an average crop for th 
future; and the question arises, how is the price to be raised, and the welfar 
of the South to be permanently effected? The answer is at hand. Let th: 
South manufacture a portion of her cotton herself, and the object in view wil! 
be accomplished. ' 

‘To explain this matter, let us assume that the South would adopt this po- 
licy, and each of the cotton-growing States, ten in number, would manufac- 
ture but 50,000 bales yearly; this would give us a consumption of 500,000 
bales in the South; add to this the amount consumed in the Northern States, 
say 500,000 bales more, and it will give us a home consumption of 1,000,000 
bales. 

“ Now let us see the result of it. In the place of exporting now, with a ful! 
crop, about two millions of bales, we would then export but one and a hali 
millions. The effect of thus diminishing our export one half million bales 
yearly would be, that we would no longer be compelled to cast ourselves at 
the mercy of foreigners to beg a purchaser; we could, in fact, regulate the 
price of it ourselves; and in the place of six to seven cents, being now the ex- 
tent we can obtain, nine to ten cents would then be the average price. 

“It must be admitted that there is perhaps no portion of the face of the 
earth which abounds so much with all the elements of greatness, and no peo- 
ple possess more means at their command to become wealthy and indepeni- 
ent than the people of the South; yet how little have they taken advautage 
of it? 

“It must be likewise admitted that the cotton planter, under present cir- 
cumstances, has to work harder, and receive less remuneration for the amount 
ef capital which he has invested, than any other class of men; and, while the 
very staple which he produces enriches almost every one, he himself is the 


least benefited by it. 
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«The reason of this is very obvious. Every bale of cotton he sells more 
than triples in value from the time it leaves him till he buys it back again, 
if it be even cotton shirting. If he receives $25 per bale, the manufacturer, 
with not half as great an outlay of capital as it takes to raise a bale of cotton, 
receives at least $50 to manufacture it into goods; he creates, therefore, 
more than twice as much wealth, with not half as much capital as the cotton 
planter. ‘ iL) de 

“To fortify this position it is only necessary to refer to statistics whose au- 
thority is indisputable. McCulloch, in his Encyclopedia of Commerce, pub- 
lished in London in 1847, estimates the amount of American cotton consumed 
by British manufacturers at about 500,000,000 pounds. The present average 
value of cotton in England is about nine cents per pound, and the aggregate 
cost of this cotton to the British manufacturer is, therefore, about $45,000,000. 
At this rate, the highest amount the American cotton planters can receive, 
would be, (after taking the expenses off,) say seven cents per pound, the sum 
of $35,000,000. 

‘According to the estimate of the same author, the value of British cotton 
manufactures in 1847 was about £42,000,000, or nearly $186.000,000. It is 
estimated that the amount of capital invested in the business is about the 
same as the value of the preoe perannum. As the American cotton con- 
stitutes about four-fifths of the entire cotton consumed by the manufacturers 
in England, the capital required to manufacture the same will be about 
$150,000,000, and the product about the same. It will thus be seen that, 
through the combination of British capital and skill, $150,000,000 is produced 
out of the cotton for which the American planter receives bat $35,000,000; 
and that, after taking off the raw material, the amount of wealth thus created 
by the British cotton mills is the net sum of $115.000,000. 

“Now, let us estimate the amount of capital the American cotton planter 
will have to invest to produce the same cotton. Allowing about 200 pounds 
to be the product of an acre, it would require about 2,500,000 acres to produce 
it, which we will estimate at an average cost of $15 per acre, making about 
$37,500,000. To.produce this, it will take at the rate of 2,000 per hand, about 
250,000 slaves, at $500 each, making the value of the slaves about $125,000,- 
000. Thus the land and slaves, together with necessary items, such as farm- 
ing utensils, mules, horses, cotton-gins, buildings, &c., would exceed the sum 
of 170,000,000. In making a comparison in the matter, the case stands thus 
the planter invests $170,000,000 to produce about $35,000,000 worth of cotton ; 
the British manufacturers employ a capital of $150,600,000, and produce about 
$115,000,000 worth of goods, after having paid for the raw material. 

“So much for the productiveness of British capital in manufacturing Ame- 
rican cotton, and American eapital in producing it. 

“Again: the British manufacturers employ about 540,000 operatives. To 
work up the American cotton, it will take about four-fifths of that number, 
say 432,000 hands; divide the above $115,000,000 among them, and they will 
have $266 as the value of production per hand; divide the net receipts of 
$35,000,000 among 250,000 hands, you will have $140 per hand for producing; 
less by $122 per annum for each hand in the production of the article than is 
realized by manufacturing it. 

“If we come nearer home, we will find the case to be precisely the same. 
In five of the New England States—New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Maine, 
Rhode Island, and Connecticut—the capital employed in the business is esti- 
mated to be about $50,000,000, and the product about $45,000,000 per annum. 
Deduct 33} per cent. for the cost of the raw material, labour excepted, say 
$15,000,000, and you have as the net product of industry $30,000,000, being 
the actual creation of wealth, in the five States, by the manufacturing of 
cotton. . 

“The total cotton crop in the United States for 1848 is estimated at about 
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1,000,000,000 pounds. If it average six cents per pound, it will bring $60.. 
600,000. To produce this, it requires, according to the basis assumed, a capi- 
tal of $340,000,000. 

“In order that the Southern planter should create wealth as fast as the 
Northern manufacturer, in proportion to the amount of capital employed, the 
oe of 1848 should have brought $200,000,000 in the place of sixty million o: 

ollars. 

“T have said at the outset, that the Southern States possess the capacity to 
manufacture at least 500,000 bales of the raw material. This would be con- 
sumed in the manvfacture of coarse fabrics, with which the Sonth could defy 
competition. I will nowexamine what effect this nas would have. I have 
already shown that a permanent advance in cotton would be bound to follow, 
say from two to three cents; to be very limited, let us say at two cents per 
pound; it would give the South 2,000,000 of bales, allowing four hundred 
ina to the average weight per bale, at least an increase of 16,000,000 
yearly. 

. 500,000 bales which we would manwfacture ourselves would be worth, 
at $25 per bale, about $12,500,000. As the raw material usually costs about 
one-third of the manufactured goods, the product of it would be about $37,- 
000,000, leaving $25,000,000 for the labour and profit to the manufacturer; 
and if we add to this the $16,000,000, the South would become 41,000,000 
richer every year.” 


WASHINGTON NATIONAL MONUMENT. 


Condensed statement of the receipts and expenditures of J. B. H. Smith, Trea- 
surer of the Washington National Monoment Society, from Ist January, 1849,'t0 
31st December, 1849, inclusive, to wit: 


RECEIPTS. 


Received from Hon. E. Whittlesey, the general agent, : $9,486 15 
Do interest on stocks, - - - - 2,193 65 


Do. __ sale of stocks, - - - - : 48,734 65 
Do. George Watterston, collector for city of Washington, 295 15 
Do. Mrs. Anna M. Thornton, her subscription, - 20 00 
Do. _E. W. Fletcher, through Thomas Ritchie, Esq., 1 00 


Do. exchange on Virginia paper, - 75 00 
60,805 60 
Add balance m bank of Washington, on settlement, the 3ist Decem- 
ber, 1848, - - ° ° a . é 420 88 


$61,226 45 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid during said period, per resolutions of the board of managers, and 
on drafts of the building committee, for expenses of materials, and 7 
construction of the monument, per vouchers numbered 1 to 210, 560,626 5 
Paid discount on uncurrent money, - - - - 4 
Paid bank of Washington expenses of collection, - - 42 35 
Balance to credit of treasurer in the bank of Washington the 31st De- 
cember, 1849, - - - - -, - 551 22 


$61,226 4> 
January 3, 1850. J. B. H. SMITH, Treasurer. 
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THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 


A list of the signers of the declaration, with the times of their birth and death, the 
State represented by each, and their several ages when they executed the instru- 
ment.* 


Name. State. Born. Age. Died 
Samuel Adams, Mass. 1722 54 1803 
Robert Treat Paine, $6 1731 45 1814 
John Adams, 6 1735 41 1826 
John Hancock, “ 1737 39 1793 
Elbridge Gerry, ry 744 32 1814 
Stephen Hopkins, R. 1 1707 69 1785 
William Ellery, « 1727 49 1823 
Josiah Bartlett, N. H. 729 47 1790 
Matt. Thornton, “6 1714 62 1803 
William Whipple, “ 730 46 1786 
Oliver Wolcott, Conn. 726 1797 
Roger Sherman, 1721 1793 
Sam. Huntington, 1732 1796 
Wm. Williams, 1731 1811 
Ph. Livingston, 1716 1788 
William Floyd, 1734 1821 
Lewis Morris, 1726 1798 
Francis Lewis, 1713 1802 
Fran. Hopkinson, ° 1737 ¢ 1790 
John Hart, 1715 1780 
Abraham Clark, 726 1794 
Richard Stockton, 1730 781 
John Witherspoon, 1722 1794 
Benj. Franklin, 1706 1796 
James Smith, 1718 1806 
Benjamin Rush, 1745 1813 
George Clymer, 1739 1813 
Robert Morris, 1733 1806 
George Ross, 1710 1799 
George Taylor, 1716 1781 
John Morton, 1724 p 1777 
James Wilson, 1743 1798 
George Reid, 1734 1798 
Cesar Rodney, 1730 1783 
Thomas M‘Kean, 1734 1817 
Charles Carroll, , 1737 1832 
Thomas Stone, 1743 1787 
William Paca, 1740 1800 
Samuel Chase, 1741 18il 
Thomas Jefferson, 1743 1816 
Benj. Harrison, 1745 1799 
Francis L. Lee, 1734 1794 


* The first motion to declare the colonies independent was made by Richard Henry 
Lee, of Virginia, on the 7th June, 1776, and the resolution to that effect was debated 
with great ability. The committee appointed to prepare the declaration which con- 
sisted of Jefferson, Adams, Franklin, Sherman, and Livingston, reported on the Ist 
July, and on the 4th July, 1776, the paper received the assent of all the delegates. 
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Name. 
Richard H. Lee, 
George Wythe, 
Thos. Nelson, jr., 
Carter Braxton, 
John Penn, 
Joseph Hewes, 
William Hooper, 
Thos. Lynch, jr., 
Arthur Middleton, 
Edward Rutledge, 
Thomas Haywood, 
Button Gwinnett, 
George Walton, 
Lyman Hall, 
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State. 
Va, 


[ Dec., 


Age. 
44 
50 
38 
40 
35 
46 
34 
36 
43 
36 
30 


Died. 
1794 
1806 
1789 
1797 
i 


“lo 
1789 
1788 
1800 
1809 
44 777 
36 1804 
45 179 


Born. 
1732 
1726 
1738 
1736 
1741 
1730 
1742 
1740 
1733 
1740 
1746 
1732 
1740 
1730 


GOVERNMENTS OF AMERICA FOR 1850. 
' (For the following statement we are indebted to the N. Y. Tribune :) 


Governments, 
, iad AMERICA. 
celanc 
Greenland, } Danish, 
Miquelon, &c., French, 
Russian America, 
New Britain, 
Janada west, - 
Canada east, 
New Brunswick, 
Nova Scotia, &c., 
Prince Edward’s Island, 
Newfoundland, - 
United States of America, 
United States of Mexico, - 
Honduras, British, — - 
Guatemala, - - 
Salvador, - : - 
Nicaragua, - - 
Costa Rica, 
Houduras, 
Mosquitia, - 


Total, - - - 
. WEST INDIES. 

ayti, = i 
aebiie, St. Domingo, - 
Cuba, 
Port Rico, 
Jamaica, 
Trinidad, - 
Tobago, 
Grenada, &c., 
St. Vincents, 
Barbad es, 
St. Lucia, - 
Dominica, - 
Antigua, . 
Nevis, - : 
St. c hristophe rs, ke. ”y 
Virgin Islands, 
Bahamas, - - 
Turks’ Island, - 
Bermudez’ Island, 

Gaudaloupe, &c., 
Martinique, 


{ Spanish, 


7 French 


* Chiefly only approximate. 


| 
| 
j 


| ; 


{So 
rss 
£ 


“Usng 





| 


Population.* 


; 15,000 
56,000 
100 
6,000 
Renan 
23,087 
768. 334 
220,000 
278,905 
62.678 
l 91,264 
22,000,000 
7,000,000 
4,000 

f 935,000 
| 383,000 
4 400,000 
| 198,000 
t Sue ,000 
40,000 


31,632,054 


700,000 
200,000 
1,315,796 
357 086 

f 360,000 
47,000 
15,000 
49,000 
28,500 
115.000 
16,000 
20,000 
36,980 
19,800 
31,300 
7,000 
20,000 





14,000 
135,000 
119,700 


Chief Executives. 
Capitals, Names. Titles. 
Reikiavik, 
Uppernavik, 
St. Pierre, 
New Arc hangel, 
York Factory, 


Toronto, 


Sliftaman. 


Governor 
do. 
Sir George Simpson, Manager. 
Lord Elgin, BN v 
Sir E. W. Head, Bt. Lie: 
Sir John Harvey, 
Sir D. Campbell, do. 
Sir J.G. LeMerchant, Governor 
Zachary Tayior, President 
José J. D. Herrera, do. 
St. J. Fancourt, Superintend” 
President. 
do. 

Dictator. 
President. 


Fredericton, 
Halifax, 
Charlotte Town, 
St. Johns, 

Ww ashington, 
Mexico, 

Balize, Cc 
N.Guatemala, —— Paredes, 

San Salvador, Dor. Vasconcelos, 
Leon, Munoz, 
Cartago, Jose M. de Casiro, 
Chiquimula, Juan Leado, 
Blewfields, Jamaso I. 


Port Republican, Faustin I. Soulouque Emperor. 
San Domingo, Buenaventura Paez, President. 
Havana, Conde de Aleoy, Capt Gen. 
San Juande P.R., do 
Spanish Town, Gov. Gen. 
Puerto d’Epana, Lieut. Gov. 
Searborough, do, 
St. George, do. 
Kingstown, do. 
Bridgetown, Governor. 
Castries, Lieut. Gov. 
Rosean, do. 
St. Johns, Jovernor, 
Charleston, Lieut Gov, 
Basseterree, do. 
Tortola, Lieut. Gov. of St Christophers 
Nassau, Governor. 
Lieut. Gov. 
Governor. 
do, 


do. 


Sir Charles Grey, 


Hamilton, 
Basset: rre, 
Port Royal, 
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Chief Executives. 
Governments. Population. Capitals. Names. Titles, 
Caracoa, Dutch, - . 14,600 Wilhelmstadt, Stadtholder 
Santa Cruz, &c., Danish, - 44000 Christianstadt, Governor. 
St. Bartholomew’ 8, Swedish, 15.000 La Carenage, do. 
Totel..-<-- - - ‘ 3,680,162 
SOUTH AMERICA, 
Venezuela, : 1,000,000 Caraccas, Jose Tadeo Monagos, President 
New Grenada, - - 1, 687,000 $.Fé de Bogota, Jose Hilaro Lopez, do. 
Ecuador, - - : 600,000 Quito, Gen, Ascasubi,* do. 
Bolivia, = - . . 1,700,000 Chuquisaca, Gen. Belxu, do, 
Peru, - - : 1,373,000 Lima, Ramon Castilla,* do. 
Chili, - - 1,200,000 Santiago, Manuel Bulnes, do. 
Argentine Republic, : 675,000 Buenos Ayres, Juan M, de Rosas, Governor. 
Uruguay, - : - 140,000 Montevideo, Joaquim Sudrez, President. 
Paraguay, - - - 250,000 Ascension, —— Lopez, Dictator. 
Brazil, - - : - 5,200,000 Rio Janeiro, Pedro LH. Emperor. 
Guayana, British, : . 965,500 Georgetown, Governor. 
Guayana, Dutch, - 6,500 Paramaribo, Gov. Gen. 
Guayana, French, - . 18,000 Cayenne, Governor, 
Patagonia, - - . - . —_—? —— Native Chiefs. 


Total : - - - - 13,946,000 


*Assumed the Presidency in October, 1849, on the failure to elect one by the Congress. General 
Elizalde and Don Norva were the candidates. Ascasubi had been elected Vice President, and Roca, 
the late President, retired. 

t The election of a new President is at hand. Vivanco and Echenique, (the latter President of 
the council,) are the candidates. 


STATE FINANCES. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Extract from the last message of Governor Johnston. 
The consideration of the legislature is respectfully invited to the financial con- 
dition of the commonwealth. 
The present fanded debt is as follows:— 


6 percent. loans, . ° ; $2,041,022 5 
5 percent, * . P ° 37,336,716 § 
14 per cent. “ ‘ ‘ - 200.000 
omeeempsoasan $395 

Unfunded debt, to wit: 
Relief notes in circulation, (without interest, ) $6: 00 
Interest certificates outstanding, . ‘ 422 91 

r unclaimed, : 4, 38 
on certificates tc be added when the same 
shall be funded or paid, . ; 11,294 34 
Domestic creditors, (on settlement, ) . 85,104 88 
$933 434 

Amount of canal, railroad, and motive power debts, contracted prior 

to Dec. 1, 1848, and unpaid by the appropriations of the last 

session, . e ‘ © ° ‘ r 63,239 





Total indebtedness of commonwealth, Dee., 1849, . $40.574.413 45 





The funded debt on the Ist Dec., 1848, was $39,393,350 24 
Unfunded debt. P 1,081,386 69 
Amount of eanal, railroad, and motive power debt 


contracted prior to December 1,1848, . 367,642 38 
: $40,842,379 
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Amount of public debt paid during the year 1849, exclusive of the 

sum paid commissioners of the sinking fund, . : $267,965 96 
Amount paid during the year 1849 to the commissioners of the 

sinking fund, . : . : ; : 227,513 53 
Amount appropriated during the year 1849 towards payment of pub- 

lie debt, - . . . . . . $495,479 39 

In exhibiting the operations of the treasury for the last fiscal year, the sum of 
$130,000, borrowed on special loan for the avoidance of the Schuylkill inclined 
plane, and included in the aggregate of the public debt in December, 1849, should 
be added to the above stated sum of $495,479 39. 

The amount of receipts at the treasury during the year ending Dec. 

1, 1849, is ° . : : ‘ ‘ $4,433,688 65 
The amount of expenditures during the same period, is  . 4,084,771 80 
Balance in the treasury on Dec. 1, 1848, . : . 577,290 39 

« « « “1849, . ; ‘ 926,207 24 
Amount paid to commissioners of the sinking fund, to January 1, 

1850, $227,513 53, with which was purchased of the funded debt, 

and transferred to the commonwealth, . ° 
Difference between the indebtedness of the state on the Ist Dec., 

1848, and Dec. 1, 1849, . ; : ‘ . 267,965 86 


253,500 00 


Total amount of public debt paid during the year, $521,465 86 


NEW YORK. 
Extract from the recent message of Gov. Fish. 


At the close of the fiscal year, ending on 30th of September 1849, 
the general fund debt amounted to ; . . $6,389,693 32 
The canal debt, ° ° . : : . 16,505,345 67 


Total “direct” debt, . . : . : $22,895,038 99 
Toward the payment of which debt there was on hand— 


A surplus of the general fund debt ey | fund of . $13,515 16 
A surplus of the canal fund debt sinking fund of . ‘ 209,877 01 


$214,392 17 

Included in the amount of canal debt above stated, is the sum of $90,822, which 
was payable prior to the close of the fiscal year, but had not then been presented 
for redemption. The interest on this had ceased from the time when it became 

ayable ;—the funds for its redemption being on hand awaiting the call of the 
olders of the stock. Since the close of the fiscal year, $77,917 of this amount 
have been redeemed. :; 

The revenue of the general fund, exclusive of the annual appropriation of 
$200,000, from the surplus canal revenues, made by the constitution, and in- 
cluding a temporary loan to the treasury of $15,000, was. $792,451 69 
The canal revenues were. ° ; . . 3,442,906 62 


Aggregate revenue, . ° : . : $4,235,358 31 
The payments on account of the general fund during the year, amounted to 
$842,228 49, leaving a surplus of the revenue on hand, on 30th September, 0! 
$113,279 22. 
The payments out of the canal revenues were: 
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1. Expenses of collection, superintendence, and ordinary repairs, $685,803 91 
2, Appropriations made by article 7 of the constitution, toward the 

sinking funds, and to defray the necessary expenses of the go- 

vernment, . . . : . : . 1,850,000 00 


Total payment, ° ° ‘ ‘ ° $2,535,803 91 

This amount of payments deducted from the canal revenues of the year, leaves 

the sum of $907,102 71, applicable to the completion of the Erie canal enlarge- 
ment, the Genesee valley, and Black river canals. 

The receipts from canal tolls, during the year, show an increase of nearly 
$225,000 over those of the year preceding; the expenses of repairs, &c., have 
been nearly $170,000 less. 

The general fund debt exceeds the amount stated last year by the sum of 
$400,000. $385,000 of this amount constitute the sum directed by chapter 225 
of the laws of the last session, to be paid to the use of the canal fund, to repay 
the principal and interest of the amount stated to have been paid from the canal 
fund to the general fund after the first of June, 1846, beyond the amount limited 
by the constitution. : 


VIRGINIA. 


Extracted from the annual message of Gov. Smith. 
Receipts and expenditures for the year ending 30th September, 1849. 
RECEIPTS. 
The balance in the treasury on the Ist of October, 1848, $104,247 72 
The receipts principally arising from the usual sources of revenue, 689,841 00 
Dividends on bank stock owned by the state, ‘ ° 164,291 00 
Eighteen months’ interest on bond due the state by the James river 
and Kanawha company, . : . : ° 
Interest due Washington monument fund, and including a small 
portion of principal, : ; . . : 
From the general government, on account of revolutionary claims 
paid by the state, and refunded, . ° , ‘ 93,586 80 


24,178 08 
2,930 39 


Total revenue, . ° : . . $1,079,074 99 
EXPENDITURES. 

The usual and ordinary expenses of government, ° . ° $574,153 88 
Interest of the public debt, . ; ° ; ° 63,297 04 
Board of public works to meet interest on public debt, ° 75,000 00 
Publie roads, under special acts, ° ‘ . 17,233 00 
Literary fund, as directed by law, revolutionary half pay claims 
received from the general government, . : ‘ 77,216 00 
Lunatic hospitals for new improvements, &c., ° ‘ 41,754 04 
Various disbursements, not ordinary. expenses of government, 14,932 25 
Warrant issued prior to lst October, 1848, . . ° 63 


$963,586 84 
Deduct warrants unpaid on the Ist October, 1849, . 207 97 


Total disbursements, » ; ° ° ‘ ‘ 963,378 87 
Receipts into the treasury, . " m é 1,079,074 99 


$115,696 12 

It is estimated that there will be a surplus on hand at the close of the present 

fiscal year, Sept. 30, 1850, of upwards of $187,000, unless expenditures not now 
anticipated should be sanctioned by the legislature. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA, 
From the message of Gov. Seabury. 


Rate interest, and date of loan. Amount now owing. When payable. Where payatie, 
6 per cent. R. R. loan, 1839, - $176,328 71 1850 Charleston, 
6 ° 176,328 71 1852 Charleston, 
5 - Fire loan, 1839, , 486,666 67 1858 London. 

6 & ” ° 482,722 20 1860 Charleston, 
5 si me = e 488,808 88 1868 London, 

6 re & - 7 25,808 ©0 1870 Charleston 
6 " Randolph stock, ° 10,000 00 1850 Charleston, 
5 ‘“ Railroad bank capital, 46,714 34 1859 Charleston, 
3 * Revolutionary, . 117,438 40 Atpleasure. Charleston, 





$2,310,896 81 
The resources of the bank of South Carolina, (the capital of which was pledged 
in 1820 for the redemption of the debt.) applicable to the payment of this debt 
amount to $3,888,368 60, which is an excess of available assets over the liabili- 
ties of the state of $1, 532 843 99, or over two and a half millions, if the sum of 
$1,051,000, received from the federal government on deposit, be included. 





MASSACHUSETTS, 


The annual message of Gov. Briggs gives the revenue of the state for the past 
year at $540,658, the expenditures. $601,604. The receipts are less than the 
amount estimated, i in consequence of a falling off in the auction tax, and in the 
tax on alien passengers, cut off by a decision of the supreme court of the United 
States, that the tax was unconstitutional. ‘The charges during the year for th 
support of state paupers exceeds $90,000. The de bt of the state is $1,085,000 
her property $1,722,258, not including lands in Maine, $1,500,000, and claims on 
the general government, $181,000. Her school fund is $903,000. 





ALABAMA. 

The report of F. S. Lyons, bank commissioner, was laid before the legislature. 
From this document it appears that the foreign debt created ta establish the stat 
bank and branches, amounted, two years ago, to $9,170,555 55. Since that 
time the interest has been punctually paid, and the principal of the debt has 
been reduced to about $5,600,000. Besides this, there is now in the hands of the 
commissioner about $500,000 more of specie funds, to be applied in reduction, 
and the prospect of a further reduction of $1,000,000 out of the funds of the bank. 
The collections actually made from the bank assets since February, 1846, havi 
amounted to over $5,000,000 in cash. 


OHIO. 
From the message of Governor Ford. 
The condition of the state finances is thus stated. 


Receipts from every source during the year, . ; - $2,511,! — 37 
Disbursements, 2,176,651 04 
Total amount of domestic bonds, redeemed and cancelled du- 

ting the year 1849, . ‘ ° ; , ° 199,386 25 


——— 


Balance applicable to the payment of the state debt, - $433,365 16 


——_——— 





It will be seen (says the Governor) by this statement of the condition ot 
the finances, that under the present system, after discharging all the general 
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requirements of the state, the interest on our public debt has been punctually 
paid, and a large balance annually applied to the extinguishment of that debt. 
The receipts from the canals and public works during the year, 

ending November 15th, 1848, were , $773,554 37 
The receipts from the same source during the year, ending No- 

vember 15th, 1849, are ° : : ; . 731,173 50 

Making a difference of R : : ; : 42.380 87 
Balance of the receipts over the expenditures applicable to the 

redemption of state bonds, . $334.438 33 
Add appropriations for the rede mption of state bonds in the 

hands of fand commissioners on the 15th November, 1848, 298,312 08 
Total amount applicable to the redemption of the state debt during 

the year 1849, exclusive of the balance of $426,451 87, inthe 

treasury on the 15th November, 1848, : ‘ . 632,751 41 
There has been redeemed by the treasurer and cancelled during 

the year 1849, domestic bonds to the amount of . $131,650 25 
The fund commissioners have also redeemed and cane elled and 

delivered to the auditor domestic bonds to the amount of 67.376 00 

The Governor says:—“‘ The decrease is not so great as was at one time ap- 
prehended, from the general stagnation of business throughout the whole 
country, produced by the prevailing epidemic, and by reason of the very ex- 
tensive failure of the wheat wre in the state. Considering these two causes 
of decrease, the result shows the growing importance of our public works, and 
the ge enacally increasing wealth and resources of the state.’ 


INDIANA. 

The following extracts are from the message of Gov. Dunning. 

“Tt is a source of gratification to be enabled to state that our financial con- 
lition still continues to improve. It is the most unerring evidence of the in- 
creasing prosperity of the country. The ordinary expenditures of the state 
covernment for the fiscal year euding on the 31st di ry of October, 1849, were 
£74,469 89. The ordinary expenditures for the current fiscal year, are es- 
timated by the auditor of state at $72,000. The amount of revenue paid into 
the state treasury during the last year, on all accounts, was $441,650 22, 
which exceeds the amount paid the previous year $28,901 49. 

With reference to the public debt of Indiana, Gov. Dunning says: 

“In 1847, when the arrangement of the state’s indebtedness was made with 
her creditors, the debt, inclusive of interest, was $11,045,000. There has 
been surrendered and converted into new stock, to lst July last, $9,530,000 
Since July Ist, , ; : ° e ; 33,000 


Making, . ‘ a ‘ $9,563,000 
caving yet to come into this arrangeme = 1,488 bende, or $1.488,000. These 


onds are held in Europe and in this country, and are coming in —s 
n informed by the agent of state that he entertains but little doubt that all 


a 


1 
will be surrendered so soou as arrangements can be made by the holders to 
obtain the assent of parties interested. Iam induced to concur in opinion with 
this officer for the additional reason that the holders must be satisfied that the 
state will not soon (if ever) make any different arrangement for their liquida- 


ton, 


“The semi-annual interest due to oar creditors under the two acts of the 
Legislature of 1846 and 1847, providing for the settlement of our state debt, 
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was punctually paid at the Indiana Agency in the city of New York, on ti 
Ist of July last, amounting to $95,300. A portion of this sum, say $79,009 
was borrowed of the commissioners of the Sinking Fund and of the banks 


CHURCH STATISTICS. 
MISSIONARY OPERATIONS. 


There are in Northern India, 100 missionaries, and 184 native assistan|s 
There are connected with these missions, 130 schools, 10,576 scholars, an¢ 
2,240 church members. The interior of India, for many hundred miles square, 
had never been visited by any Christian Missionary; but Southern India ax 
Ceylon had been, comparatively, highly favoured, having been much earlie; 
subjected to British sway. Within the last fifty years, eight different religious 
denominations have planted missions around the coast, and in the Southern 
interior. 

The Church Missionary Society, is the most efficient missionary organiza- 
tion in the world; the Wesleyan Missionary Society, (London,) scarce|y 
second; the London Missionary Society; the Gospel Propagation Society o/ 
the High Church party, which was doing a noble work in India; the English 
Baptists; the Free Church of Scotland; the American Baptists, and our 
brethren of the American Board, who had accomplished great things in that 
region. 

These societies have in Southern India and Ceylon, 171 missionaries, 6]? 
native assistants, 956 schools, 29,258 scholars, and 11,695 church member. 


CLERICAL. 


Among the facts of our times is the great diminution which has taken place 
in the number of clerical persons in proportion to the amount of population 
This is true in Protestant, Greek, and Roman Catholic countries. The statis 
tical work of Mons. Moreau de Jonnés furnishes the following particulars oa 
this subject: 

‘In France, in 1757, there were 40,000 curates, 60,000 other priests, 100,(0¢ 
monks, and 100,000 nuns—beinga total of 300,000, or 1 to every 67 inhabitants. 
But, in 1829, the entire clerical order had decreased to 108,000 members ; that 
is, 1 to every 280 inhabitants. This is a decrease of more than four-fifths. 
At Rome, in 65 years, the decrease has been three-fifths. In Portugal, in 3! 
years, the falling off has been five-sixths. In Bavaria, in 28 years, the de- 
crease has been the greatest; out of every 23 only 1 is left. In Sicily, in 5! 
years, the decrease has been one-half. In six of the states of Europe the Ko- 
man Catholic clergy, including priests, monks, and nuns, has decreased 
855,000 in the last sixty years! In Russia, where the Greek church is the 
prevailing denomination, the decrease has been, in 33 years, more than one- 
third.” 

The same important process has'been going on in half Protestant and Pre. 
testant countries, as is shown by the following facts: In Switzerland, in 37 
years, the decrease has been one-third. In England, in 133 years, nearly two- 
thirds. In Denmark, in 20 years, more than one-half. In Sweden, in 64 
years, one-third. 


SourHern Baptist Cxvurcn embraces 220 associations, 4,672 churches 
2,341 ministers, and 383,728 church members, in the states of Marylan¢, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana, Texas, Missouri, Arkansas, Kentucky, Tennessee, and he 
District of Columbia. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH. 


The Roman Catholic Almanac for 1850, states there are now in the United 
States 3 archbishops, 24 bishops, 1,082 priests, and 1,078 churches—an increase 
of 1 bishop and 105 priests within the past year. Of these priests, 52 were 
ordained in the United States. If California and New Mexico be included, 
the Catholic priests are 1,411 and the churches 1,133. The Catholic popula- 
tion of the Union is estimated at 1,473,350, or if Upper California and New 
Mexico be included at 1,523,350. 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE SOUTH. 


There are in the connexional union of the Church, nineteen annual con- 
ferences, covering the Southern states and the Indian territory. ‘The general 
superintendence of the whole is in the hands of four bishops; the regular 
pastoral and missionary work is in the care of 1,476 travelling preachers, being 
an increase during the past year of 73. The total number of superannuated 
preachers is 108, and of local preachers, 3,026, a decrease of 116, though 
some of the conferences give no returns. The total number of members is 
491,786, namely, whites, 354,258; coloured, 134,153; Indians, 3,375, exhibit- 
ing upon the returns of last year the large increase of 26,233. 


CHRISTIAN MISSIONS AND WAR. 


By a volume recently published in London, entitled “The Year Book of 
Christian Missions,”’ it appears that there are no less than twenty-five large 


denominational societies in the several protestant countries of Europe and 
America, devoted entirely to foreign missions. Of these, nine are found on 
the continent, ten in Hw! and Scotland, and six in the United States. The 
aggregate amount annually expended by these societies for the objects of their 
organization, is estimated, in round numbers, at £592,000, cf which about 
£32,000 are contributed on the continent, £460,000 in England and Scotland, 
and £100,000 in the United States. “The enterprise,” says an American 
writer, ‘‘is the offspring of the noblest and most comprehensive form of 
Christian charity ; and though now scarcely half a century old, even in its old- 
est operations, it has produced the most magnificent results, and is already 
beginning to change the destinies of the human race,” It is a fact of sad sig- 
nificance, however, that the sum total of all the contributions of protestant 
Christendom to this enterprise, though liberal, and yearly increasing, seems 
small when compared with the annual contributions of Christian nations to 
enterprises of an opposite character. For instance, these Christian nations of 
Europe and America expend every year, in preparations for war, £200,000,000. 
This amount, when compared with “the most comprehensive form of Chris- 
tian charity,” stands thus: 

For preparations for war, per day, 548,0001. For preaching the gospel of 
peace to the heathen, 1,6401. If we compare the results of Christian missions 
with the desolating effects of war, the subject is presented in the most striking 
light. Take a single instance of the latter in the wars between France and 
the allies, 

_ The La Presse states that as the result of the various conscriptions made 
in France between the years 1791 and 1813, we find that four millions five 
hundred thousand Frenchmen were blown to pieces by cannon, brought down 
by musketry, impaled upon bayonets, or cut down by broadswords and sabres. 
The London Times follows up the above calculation, and computes the loss 
sustained by the allies at ten millions of men, cut to pieces in the prime of life! 
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MISCELLANEOUS STATISTICAL ITEMS. 
THE VINEYARDS OF FRANCE. 


The New Orleans Bulletin, in an article on wines, says: 

“France enjoys the richest vegetable gifts of the Creator—‘corn, oil, and 
wine,’—in the greatest abundance. She is the vineyard of the earth. From the 
Moselle and Champagne of the north, to the Lunel and Frontignac of the south. 
ern provinces, some four millions of acres are in vineyard. The produce jis 
valued at over twenty-two millions sterling. Bordeaux alone exports 50,000 
pipes. The oldest vineyards are those of Champagne. Their excellence was 
famous in the fourteenth century, when the king of Bohemia, visiting France 
negotiate a treaty with Charles VI., first tasted the nectarious draught at R heiuus., 
After spinning out his treaty as long as he could, be gave up all that was r- 
quired in order to prolong his stay and luxuriate upon Champagne dinners. 

“The banks of the Marne are most celebrated for champagne, and some twen- 
ty-six millions of gallons are grown in the arondissemenis of Chalons, Rheims, 
Vitry and Epernay. The best vineyards cultivate only the black grape—the red 
champagne of Bouzy, and the white of Sil/ery—which last comes from the black- 
est grape, named after the soil, being the best. These choice varieties are chiet}y 
monopolized in Paris and London, though plenty of the brand may be found in 
all our taverns. The colouring matter is only in the skin, as all pulps are the 
same. Inferior qualities are chiefly owing to difference of sife and soil, the treat- 
ment being in all cases alike. The rose-coloured champagne, (which connois- 
seurs abroad never drink when they can get any other,) though sometimes co- 
Joured by the skin, is generally tinged with red wine or elderberry juice. Thi 
finest varieties are usually in perfection after three years’ cellaring; but they 
do not lose in delicacy for even ten or twenty years. In ealeulating profits, tl 
merchants allow a large per centage—from three to four per cent.—for breakay: 
from the effervescence in July and August. It was recently reported that M. 
Moet, of Epernay, had some sixty thousand bottles stored in his solid limeston: 
cellars—cellars not subject even to the vibration of the pavements. 

‘The varieties of the vine are innumerable; they have a thousand in Franc 
alone. But we are unable to trace its history; the wild plant is lost, like th 
parent stock of the wheat. Both came, doubtless, from the east; and both, like 
every other good thing, have followed the star of empire westward, and we al- 
ready have the ‘corn and wine’ of the Rhine on the banks of the Ohio. Seventy 
kinds of native vines have been enumerated, and cultivation is naturalizing | 
choicest clusters of sunny France.” 


The official report made at the present meeting of the Grand Lodge of th 
United States by the Grand Secretary, presents the following facts: 

“The Order has prospered and spread greatly in the various States an( 
Territories of the Union. The whole number of Lodges at present is 1,712; 
initiated during the year, 23,350; suspensions, 6,726; expulsions, 848; Past 
Grands, 13,514; Past Grand Masters, 188. Total revenue of the subordinate 
Lodges, $880,339 32. Number of contributing members, 133,401; brothers 
relieved, 19,035; widows relieved, 1,687; brothers buried, 1,162; amount paid 
for the relief of brothers, $272,174 50; for relief of widowed families, #33,392 33 
for education of orphans, $6,732 25; for burying the dead, $51,636 65. Tota! 
amount for relief, $363,943 95. 

“The number of Lodges in Maryland at present is 66; initiated during the 
year, 1,501; suspensions, 441; expulsions, 14; revenue of Lodges, $65,982 46 
contributing members, 8,592; brothers relieved, 1,805; widowed families re- 
lieved, 195; number of brothers buried, 90; amount paid for the relief of 
brothers, $17,434 50; for the relief of widowed families, $7,793 95; amount 
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paid for the education of orphans, $2,216 12; amount paid for burying dead. 
$6,540 16. 

“In the District of Columbia the whole number of Lodges is 13; initiations. 
116; suspensions, 175; expulsions, 1; revenue of the Lodges, $6,971 91; total 
amount of relief given during the year, $3,841 73. 

“The Grand Secretary reports the receipts of the Grand Lodge for the fiscal! 
year to have been $13,989 41. All appropriations and current expenses of the 
year have been paid, leaving a balance in their treasury, on the 13th instant, 
of $1,169 92, which will be much increased by the ordinary receipts of the 
session. 

“The finances of the Grand Lodge of the United States continue in a pros- 
perous condition. ‘The invested funds amount to $12,817.” 


BOSTON WATER WORKS. 

The great reservoir of the Boston Water Works is completed, and filled with 
the Cochituate water. Three million gallons are contained in the ample 
basin of the structure. The depth of this basin is 15 feet 8 inches, its sides 
respectively measure 177,168, 166, and 157 feet, and the mean area of wate 
when full is 27,726 square feet. The floor on which this immense body of 
water, supplied by two pipes, each thirty inches in diameter, will rest at an 
elevation far above the tops of most houses in the city, is not supported by 
pillars, but by fourteen massive walls, from forty to sixty-one feet high and 
twelve feet thick, with a coping broad enough to drive a coach upon, which is 
reached by a spiral staircase of stone. This mighty fabric, the Courier says, 
has used up 15,600 cubic yards of granite and 9,000 of concrete. In all, it 
includes about 50,000 cubic yards of masonry, weighing not less than 70,600 
tons. For the last six months the materials have been raised at the rate of 
250 tons per day. 


THIRTY-FIRST CONGRESS.* 
SENATE. 
President—Hon. Miniarp Fitimore, Vice President of U. 8. 
Secretary—Aseury Dickens. 
MEMBERS, 

Maine, Hannibal Hamlin, J. W. Bradbury.—New Hampsnire, John P. Hale, 
Moses Norris, jr.—Vermont, Samuel S. Phelps, William Upham.—Massacnv- 
setts, Daniel Webster, John Davis.—Ruope Istanp, Albert C. Greene, John H. 
Clarke.—Connecticut, Roger S, Baldwin, Truman Smith.—New York, Danie! 
S. Dickinson, William H. Seward.—New Jersey, William L. Dayton, Jacob 
W. Miller.—Pennsyivania, Daniel Sturgeon, James Cooper.—De aware, John 
Wales, Presley Spraance.—Maryianp, James A. Pearce, Thomas G. Pratt.— 
Virginia, James M. Mason. Robert M. I’. Hunter.—Nortu Caroiina, Willie P. 
Mangum, George E. Badger.—Sourn Carouina, John C. Calhoun, A. P. Butler. 
—Geroreia, John M. Berrien, W. C. Dawson.—-ALaBama, William R. King, Je- 
remiah Clemens.—Mississippt1, Jefferson Davis, Henry Stuart Foote.—LovisiaNa 
S. U. Downs, Pierre Soule.—Arkansas, William K. Sebastian, Solon Borland. 
—Tennessee, Hopkins L. Turney, John Bell.—Kenrucky, Joseph R. Under- 
wood, Henry Clay.—Onto, Thomas Corwin, Salmon P. Chase.—Muicuican 


"At pages 120, 121, &c., of the second volume, with the tables of the late and 
present executive governments, we gave the lists of senators and members of thy 
house of representatives as far as they could be ascertained at the time. We now 
insert the corrected lists. 

VOL. I1I1.—DEC., 1849. 28 





422 Quarterly Register and Magazine. [ Dec 


Lewis Cass, Alpheus Feleh.—Inoiana, Jesse D. Bright, James Whiteom),— 
Intinots, Stephen A. Douglas, James Shields\—Missourt, Thomas H. Bento 
David R. Atchison.—FLoripa, David Yulee. Jackson Morton.—Texas, Thor 
J. Rusk, Samuel Houston.—lowa, George W. Jones, Augustus C. Dodye — 
Wisconsin, Henry Dodge, Isaac P. Walker. 

Cauirornta has chosen John C, Fremont and William M. Gwinn, as senator 
to take their seats on the admission of the state into the Union. 


House or RepresENTATIVES. 
Speaker— Hon. Howeut Coss, 
Clerk—Tuomas J. Camppe.u. 
MEMBERS. 

Marne, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Elbridge Gerry, Rufus K. Goodenow, Nath 
S. Littlefield, John Otis. Cullen Sawtelle, Charles _ tson.—New Hanmps 
Harry Hibbard, Charles H. Peaslee, Amos Tuck, James Wilson.—Veem 
William Hebard, William Henry, James Measham. Lucius B. Pec ox Ba: 
cuvusetts, Charles Allen, George Ashmun, James H. Duncan, Orrin Fowler 
Joseph Grinnell, Daniel P. King, Horace Mann, Julinos Rockwell, Robert | 
Winthrop, Vacancy.—Ruope Istanp, Nathan F. Dixon, George G. King.—Cox 
vecticut, Walter Booth, Thomas P. Butler, Chauncey F. Cleveland, Lorenzo P 
Waldo.—New York, Henry P. Alexander, George R, Andrews, Henry Bennet 
David A. Bokee, George Briggs. James Brooks, Lorenzo Burrows, Charles 1 
Clarke, Harmon S. Conger, William Duer, Daniel Gott, Herman D. Gou)d 
Ransom Halloway, William T. Jackson, John A. King, Preston King, Orsamus 
3. Mattison, Thomas M:Kissock, William Nelson, J. Phillips Phenix, Harve 
Putnam, Gideon Reynolds, Elijah Risley, Robert i Rose, David Rumsey 
William A. Sackett, Abraham M. Schermerhorn, John L. Schooleraft, Petes q 
Silvester, Elbridge G, Spaulding, John R. Thurman, Walter Underhill, Hir 
Walden, Hugh White.-—New Jersey, Andrew K. Hay, James G. King. Wn 
A. Newell, John Van Dyke, Isaac Wildrick —Pennsyi VANIA, Chester Butler 
Samuel Calvin, Joseph Casey, Joseph R. Chandler, Jesse ©. Dickey, Milo \ 
Dimmiek, John Freedley, — Gilmore, Moses Hampton, John W. Ho 
Lewis C, Levin, Job Mann, James X. M‘Lanahan, Henry D. Moore, Henry Nei : 
Andrew J. Ogle, Charles W. Pitman, Robert R. Reed, John Robbins, jr., ‘Thos 
Ross, Thaddeus Stevens, William Strong, James Thompson, David Wilmot.— 
Detaware, John W. Houston.—Maryianp, Richard J. Bowie, Alexander kv 
William T. Hamilton, Edward Hammond, John B. Kerr, Robert M. MeLane.— 
Viretnta, Thomas H. Averett, Thomas H. Bayly, James M. H. Beale, Thon 
S. Boeock, Henry A. Edmondson, Thomas S . Hay wood, Alexander R. Holla: 
James M:Dowell, F; ayette M- Mullen, Riche 1rd K. Meade, John S. Millson, Je: 
miah Morton, Richard Parker, Paulus Powell, James A. Seddon.—Norrn Ca 
rina, William S. Ashe, Joseph P. Caldwell, Thomas L. Clingman, John R. 
Daniel, Edmund Deberry, David Outlaw, Augustine H. § Sheppard, Edward Stan- 
ley, Abraham W. Venable.—Souru Carottna, Armistead Burt, William F. 
cock, Isaac E. Holmes, John M‘Queen, James L. Orr, Daniel Wallace, Ss seph 
A. Woodward.—Geroreta, Howell Cobb, Thomas C. Hackett, Hugh A. Haral- 
son, Thomas Butler King, Allen T. Owen, Alexander H. Stephens, Robert 
‘Toombs, Marshal J. Welborn.—Atapama, Albert J. Alston, Franklin W. Bow 
don, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Samson W. Harris, Henry W. Hilliard, Dav: 
Hubbard, Samuel W. Inge.—Mississipr1, Albert G. Brown, Winfield S. I 
therston, W illiam M+ Willie, Jacob Thompson.— Lovistana, Charles M. Conr 
John H. Harmanson, Emile La Sere, Isaac E. Morse.—Onto, Joseph Cab: 
Lewis D. Campbell, David K. Carter, Moses B. Corwin, John Crowell, Das 
('. Disney, Nathan Evans, Joshua R. Giddings, Moses Hoagland, William ! 
fainter, John K. Miller, Jonathan D. Morris, Edson B. Olds, Emery D. P 
Joseph M. Root, Robert C. Se heneh k, Charles Sweetzer, John L. Taylor, San 
F. Vinton, William A. Whittlesey, Amos E. Wood.—Kentucky, Linn Bo! 
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Daniel Breck, George A. Caldwell, James L. Johnson, Humphrey Marshall 
John C. Mason, Finis E. M‘Lean, Charles S. Morehead, Richard H. Stanton 
John B., Thompson.—Tennessee, Josiah M. Anderson, Andrew Ewing, Mere- 
dith P. Gentry, Isham G. Harris, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, John H. 
Savage, Frederick P. Stanton, James H. Thomas, Albert G. Watkins, Christo- 
her H. Williams.—Inptana, Nathaniel Albertson, William J. Brown, Cyrus L. 
Dunham, Graham N. Fitch, Willis A. Gorman, Andrew J. Harlan, George W. 
Julian, Joseph E. M‘Donald, Edward W. M‘Gaughey, John L. Robinson,—ILu1- 
xois, Edward D. Baker, William H. Bissell, Thomas L. Harris, John A. 
M‘Clernand, William A. Richardson, John Wentworth, Thomas R. Young.— 
Missouri, William V. N. Bay, James B. Bowlin, James S. Green, Willard P. 
Hall, John S. Phelps. —Arkansas, Robert W. Johnson.—Micuican, Kinsley 8. 
Bingham, Alexander W. Buel, William Sprague —Fvoripa, E. Carrington Ca- 
bell.—Texas, Volney E. Howard, David S. Kaufman.—lowa, Shepherd Leffler 
William Thompson.—W isconsin, Orsamus Cole, James D. Doty, Charles Dur- 
kee.—Orecon, S. R. Thurston.—Munesota, Henry H. Sibley. 

Cautrornia has sent as representatives, to take their seats on the admission of 
the state, George W. Wright and Edward Gilbert. 


THE SPEAKERS OF THE HOUSE. 


Since the organization of the government under the constitution adopted in 
April, 1789, the following have been speakers of the house of representatives : 
Congress. Commenced. 
1 April, 1789, Frederick A. Muhlenburg, Pa. 
2 Oct., 1791, John Trumbull, Conn. 
3 Dec., 1793, F. A. Muhlenbure, Pa. 
Dec., 1795, Jona. Dayton, N. J. 
May, 1797, do. 
Dec., 1799, Theo. Sedgwick, Mass. 
Dec., 1801, Nathaniel Macon, N. C. 
Oct., 1803, do. 
Dec., 1805, do. 
Oct., 1807, Joseph B. Varnum, Mass. 
May, 1809, do. 
Nov., I811, Henry Clay, Kentucky. 
, do. do. resioned. 
any, Tat, Langdon Cheeves, 8. C. 
Dece., 1815, Henry Clay, Ky. 
Dec., 1817, do. 
ee do. resigned. 
Dec., 1819, John W. Taylor, N. Y. 
Dec., 1821, Philip P. Barbour, Va. 
Dec., 1823, Henry Clay, Kentucky. 
Dee., 1825, John W. Taylor, N. Y. 
Dec., 1827, Andrew Stevenson, Va. 
Dec., 1829, do. 
Dec., 1831, do. 
do. resigned. 
Dec., 1833, - 2 John Bell, Tennessee. 
Dec., 1835, James K. Polk, Tenn. 
Sept., 1837, do. 
Dec., 1839, Robert M. T. Hunter, Va. 
May, Is41, John White, Ky. 
Dec., 1843, John W. Jones, Va. 
Dec., 1845, John W. Davis, Indiana. 
Dec., 1847, Robert C. Winthrop, Mass, 
Dec., 1849, Howell Cobb, Geo. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 
(Prepared for the Register.) 


We commence in this section of the work a series of notices of prominent men 
which we design to continue throughout the succeeding volumes. 

It is not our intention, in the prosecution of this plan, to write eulogies of distin- 
guished characters, or to set down all they have done, and written, or spoken: 
we merely propose to make a record, in a statistical form, in which will! be noted 
the principal! events of their lives,—the steps by which they have advanced to 
their present positions, 

We introduce, first, the sketches of officers of the general government, and 
members of Congress, so far as we are at present possessed of authentic materials 
for the purpose, and as specimens of our plan. In the next volume we shial! con- 
tinue the series, with notices of the other senators, members of the cabinet and 
representatives, and in every successive volume add to the record similar sketches 
of all the public men of the country distinguished by station, services, or talents. 


Gen. Zacnary Taytor, President of the United States, was born in Orange 
county, Virginia, in 1790. His father, Col. Taylor, served in the war of the re- 
volution, and in 1790 emigrated from Virginia to Kentucky, where he bore a con- 
spicuous part in the labours and struggles of the early settlers. 

In May, 1808, Zachary Taylor was commissioned as a Lieutenant in the 7th 
Regiment of U. S. Infantry. In 1812 he was made captain, and placed in com- 
mand of Fort Harrison on the Wabash. When the war with Great Britain com- 
menced, the fort was attacked by 400 Indians, and for his successful de- 
fence of it, he was brevetted major. After that war, he received the rank of 
colonel, and during the Black-Hawk war in 1832, distinguished himself at the 
battle of Bad-axe, which resulted in the capture of Black-Hawk and the Prophet. 

In 1836, he was ordered to Florida in command of a separate column, and in 
December, 1837, fought at the battle of Okee-cho-bee, which resulted in the total 
defeat of a large body of the Indians. In May, 1845, Texas was annexed to th: 
Union, and in the August following, General Taylor, then in command of the first 
department of the army, proceeded with a portion of his troops to Corpus Christi. 
On the ith of March, 1846, he took up his line of march for the Rio Grande 
where hie arrived on the 28th. On the 12th of April, he was summoned by th 
Mexican general to evacuate his posts on the river, which he refused to do. On 
the Ist of May he left his intrenchments opposite Matamoras, to open the com- 
munication with Point Isabel. On the 8th of May, on his return to relieve Fort 
Brown, which was bombarded by the Mexicans, he was encountered by 6000 of 
the enemy at Palo Alto, whom he defeated. His own force consisted of 2100 
men. ‘The next day, the 9th, he again met them at Resaca de la Palma, and 
after a hard-fought battle routed them with great slaughter, and took possession 
of Matamoras. These two signal victories, obtained with such disparity of force, 
produced an enthusiastic admiration of Gen. Taylor, and of his gallant compa- 
nions in arms. On the 21st and 22d of September, he assaulted Monterey, a for- 
tified city in Mexico, which, after a desperate resistance, capitulated. On the 
22d February, 1847, with a force consisting of 5000 men, (Gen. Wool being se- 
cond in command,) he encountered the Mexicans at Buena Vista, under Santa 
Anna, 20.000 strong, and totally defeated them. On the 14th February, 1819 
on an examination of the electoral votes for President and Vice President, he was 
declared duly elected President of the United States, and was inaugurated the 
4th of March following. 
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Hon. Mitiarp Fitimore, Vice President of the United States, was born in Sum- 
mer Hill, Cayuga county, New York, Jan. 7th, 1800. His father, Nathaniel Fill- 
more, is a farmer, still living in Erie county, New York. Mr. Fillmore spent four 
years, in early life, in working at the clothier’s trade, and during that time devoted 
all his leisure hours to reading and study. At the age of nineteen he attracted the 
notice of Judge Wood, of Cayuga county. who took him into his office. In 1821, 
he removed to Buffalo, and entered a law office, teaching for his maintenance until 
the year 1823, when he was licensed to practise in the court of common pleas. 
In 1827, he was admitted an attorney of the supreme court of the state of New 
York. In 1829 he was elected a member of the assembly from Erie county, and 
was twice re-elected. He was elected to Congress in the fall of 1832. and after 
the expiration of his term resumed the practice of his profession. In 1536 he was 
again sent to Congress, and was subsequently re-elected for another term. Du- 
ring this session, he was placed at the head of the committee of ways and means. 
In 18144, he was nominated by the whig party as their candidate for governor. In 
1847, he was elected comptroller of the state. In 1848 he was elected Vice Pre- 
sident of the United States, and on the 4th March, 1849, he entered upon the du- 
ties of the office. 


Hon. Wittiam Morris Merepirn, Secretary of the Treasury, was born in the 
city of Philadelphia on the 8th June, A. D. 1799. He was educated at the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, and was admitted to the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 
that institution at the annual commencement in July, 1812, when ‘he took the se- 
cond honour, and delivered the valedictory oration. He studied Jaw in the office 
of his father, the late William Meredith, Esq., and was admitted to the bar in 
December, 1817, and immediately commenced the practice of the law. In this 
pursuit he was eminently successful, and occupied a high position in the profes- 
sion. In October, 1824, he was elected one of the representatives of the city of 
Philadelphia in the legislature of Pennsylvania, and continued to serve in that 
capacity, (with a short intermission,) till the spring of 1828. In 1*33, he was 
elected a member of the select council of Philadelphia, and in the ensuing year 
succeeded the Hon. Joseph R. Ingersoll as president of the council. This office 
he continued to hold till March, 1849, when he resigned it on being appointed 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. He was elected one of the re- 
presentatives of the city of Philadelphia in the convention which met in 1837, to 
revise the constitution of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and served in that 
body till its final adjournment in 1838. 


Hon. Tuomas Corwin, Senator from Ohio, was born in Bourbon county, in 
the state of Kentucky, on the 29th July, A. D. 1794. His father removed with 
his family to the Miami valley in Ohio, then the north-western territory, in the 
year 1799. He was brought up like all others in that new country, at constant 
hard labour, in clearing the woods and cultivating the earth. His scholastic 
education was such as could be had at a common school as then taught, the op- 
portunities of which he enjoyed at intervals up to his 14th year. In the year 
1813 he received a severe injury, which disqualified him for hard labour. He 
studied law, was admitted to the bar in 1817. In 1818, he was appointed public 
prosecutor for the county he resided in, which place he held eleven years. He 
was elected to the Ohio legislature in 1822, and again in 1823. He then de- 
clined a re-election. In 1829 he was again induced to take a seat in the Ohio 
legislature. In 1830 he was elected to the House of Representatives in Con- 
gress, and served his district for ten years without interruption. In July, 1540, 
he was nominated for Governor of Ohio by the whig party. He resigned his 
Seat in Congress in May, 1840, was elected governor of Ohio, and served out 
the term. In 1844 he was elected to the senate of the United States. 
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Hon. Atzert C. Greene, Senator from Rhode Island, was born April 15, 
1791, in Rhode Island. His father was the youngest brother of the celebrated 
Gen. Greene of the revolutionary army. He studied law in the city of New 
York in the office of the late George Brinckerhoff, and was admitted to practice 
in May, 1812. He passed the next winter at the law school in Litchtield, Conn., 
and commenced the practice of the law at East Greenwich, Kent county, R. [., 
where he married; and in 1815 was elected a representative in general assembly 
from that town, and was re-elected semi-annually to the same office until 1824, 
He was speaker of the house of representatives of Rhode Island for several years 
and also held the office of major general of the state. In 1824 he was elected 
attorney general of the state, and was annually re-elected to the same office unti! 
1843, when, on the adoption of the present constitution, he declined a nomina- 
tion. Whilst holding this office, he distinguished himself on the celebrated tria| 
of the Rev. E. K. Avery for murder. Having removed to Providence in 1834, 
Gen. Greene was elected senator from that city when he relinquished the offic: 
of attorney general in 1843, and was re-elected in 1844. In January, 1845, hy 
was elected U. S. senator for six years, from the 4th of March, 1845. General 
Greene lost his only son on board the ill-fated steamer Lexington, which was 
burnt on Long Island sound. 


Hon. Henry Cray, Senator from Kentucky, is a native of Hanover county, 
Virginia, and was born 12th April, 1777. His father was a clergyman, and died 
during the revolutionary war. ‘The scantiness of his means, in early life, 
obliged him to submit to manual labourand personal sacrifices, but by his ener- 
gy and talent he overcame all hinderances. In 1793, becoming acquainted with 
Chancellor Wythe at Richmond, Va., he commenced the study of the law, and 
in 1797, bearing a license to practise, he removed to Lexington, Kentucky. His 
rise to distinction in his profession was very rapid. In December, 1806, he was 
elected to the senate of the United States for an unexpired term. In 1808 he 
became a member of the Kentucky legislature. In 1810, he took his seat again 
in the senate of the United States to supply a vacancy. In 1811 he was elected 
a member of the house of representatives, and was chosen speaker of that body. 
In 1814 he was sent as one of the commissioners to Ghent, to negotiate a treaty 
of peace. On his return he was again sent to Congress, and chosen speaker in 
1815 and 1817. In 1818 he made his celebrated speech in favour of the recog- 
nition of the independence of the South American republics. In 1823 was again 
elected speaker of the house, and in 1824 made a speech in favour of the protec- 
tion of American industry. In 1824 he was a candidate for the presidency. 0! 
the electoral votes, Mr. Adams received 84, Mr. Crawford 49, Gen. Jackson 99, 
and Henry Clay 37. Mr. Adams was chosen President by the house of repre- 
sentatives, and Mr. Clay accepted the office of secretary of state, March 4, 1825. 
In 1831 he was elected to the senate of the United States. In 1832 he was 
again a candidate for the Presidency, when Gen. Jackson was re-elected. In 
1833 he brought forward the celebrated tariff compromise bill, which passed 
both houses. In 1836 he was re-elected senator. On the 31st March, 1842, he re- 
signed his seat in the senate. In May, 1844, was again nominated for the pre- 
sidency by the whig party—Mr. Polk being the democratic candidate. ‘The 
latter received 170 electoral votes, and Mr. Clay 105. In February, 1847, Mr. 
Clay lost his son, Col. Henry Clay, who was killed fighting valiantly at th 
battle of Buena Vista. In December, 1849, he again took his seat in the senat: 
of the United States. 

Hon. Dantet 8. Dicxtnson, Senator from New York, was born at Goshe! 
Conn., Sept. 11th, 1800, and removed with his father to the State of New 
York in 1806. He learned a mechanic’s trade, but did not pursue it after he 
attained his majority. He then devoted himself to study, and was strict!y 
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and literally a self-tanght man. He acquired the knowledge of surveying 
without the aid of a teacher, and practised it extensively. He also obtained 
in the same manner, a proficiency in mathematics and languages, and was, 
for a number of years, a successful teacher of youth. He studied law and was 
admitted to practice in the courts of New York in 1828, and in the course of 
five years after his admission, had a very lucrative aud extensive business. 
He was elected to the Senate of New York, in 1836, and served four years in 
that body—was elected Lieut. Governor, in 1842, which office he held until 
Dec. 1844, when he was appointed a senator in Congress, by the executive of 
the state, to fill the vacancy (for one session) occasioned by the resignation of 
N. P. Tallmadge. On the assembling of the Legislature, he was elected for 
the residue of the term, and subsequently, during the same session, for the 
term of six years, from the 4th of March, 1815. Mr. Dickinson was one of 
the state electors for President and Vice President in 1844, and voted for 
James K. Polk and George M. Dallas. 


Hon. Witu1am C, Dawson, Senator from Georgia, was born in the county of 
Greene, in the state of Georgia—and is the descendant of one of the very first 
settlers of that part of middle Georgia. Inthe same county he now resides. He 
was educated at the University of his native state. The first year of his man- 
hood, he was the clerk of the House of Representatives of the General As- 
sembly of the state, was twice a delegate to the convention to amend the 
constitution ; was senator tothe state Legislature; and was elected four succes- 
sive timesasa Representative in the Congress of the United States. During his 
service in Congress, (1841,) he was the nominee of the Whig party for Go. 
vernor, was defeated in consequence of the vote he gave in the extra session 
of Congress, 1841, to tax tea and coffee, and perhaps for other causes, though 
that was probably the chief cause. Immediately thereafter he resigned his 
seat in Congress. In 1845 he was appointed one of the Judges of the Supreme 
Courts of the state, in 1847 he was chosen one of the senators in Congress. 


Hon. Rozert C. Winturop, late Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
was born in Boston, 12th May, 1809. His father was Lieut. Gov. Thomas L. 
Winthrop, lineal descendant in the fifth generation of John Wiuthrop, first 
Governor of Massachusetts. His mother was Elizabeth Bowdoin Temple, 
daughter of Sir John Temple, and grand-daughter of Gov. James Bowdoin of 
Massachusetts. Mr. Winthrop graduated at Harvard college in 1828, studied 
law with Hon. Daniel Webster, and was ejected to the Legislature of Mas- 
sachusetts in 1834. He was a member of the House for six years, three on 
the floor, and three years as speaker. Elected to Congress in 1840, he has been 
re-elected from that time to this—was chosen speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, at the commencement of the 30th Congress, and was the Whig 
candidate for speaker during the late protracted contest, and defeated on a 
plurality vote, by two votes. He isa member of the Massachusetts Historica! 
Society, American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and American Antiquarian 
Society, and received the degree of LL. D, at Bowdoin college in 1849. He 
delivered an eloquent and able address at the laying of the corner-stone of 
the Monument to Washington, 4th July, 1848, and is the author of several! 

erary and historical addresses on other occasions. 
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Hon. Jeremian Ciemens, Senator from Alabama, was born at Huntsville, 
Alabama, Dee. 28th, 1815, and educated at the Alabama University, Tusca- 
loosa—Elected to the Alabama Legislature from Madison (the county of his 
birth) in 1839, 1840, and 1841. He went to Texas as Captain of a volunteer 
company, in the spring of 1842, and was elected Lieut. Col. of Volunteers on 
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the frontier of Texas in July 1842. Returned to Alabama and became , 
member of the Legislature in 1843, and Democratic elector of president in 
1844. He was again elected the same year to the Legislature. Appointed 
Major 13th Infantry, March 3d, 1847. Promoted to Lieut. Col. 9th Infantry 
July 16th, 1847. By the reduction of the army at the close of the Mexican 
war, he was discharged from service. Elected to the United States Senate, 
Noy. 29th, 1849. 


Hon. Roger Saerman Batpwin, Senator from Connecticut, is a son ot 
Simeon Baldwin, formerly a representative in Congress, and judge of the Sou- 
preme Court of Connecticut, and a grandson of Roger Sherman, who signed 
the declaration of independence, was a member of the convention which 
formed the constitution, and a senator of the United States from Connecticut 

Mr. Baldwin was born at New Haven in 1793, and was graduated at Yale 
College in 1811. He immediately commenced the study of law, at the law 
school in New Haven, then recently established by Seth P. Staples, Esq., 
and subsequently attended the lectures at the law school in Litchfield, Con. 
necticut, under Judges Reeve and Gould, where he was admitted to the bar 
in 1814. Having established himself in’ practice at New Haven, he devoted 
himself exclusively to his professional pursuits. 

In 1837 he was elected a member of the senate of Connecticut, and was re- 
elected in 1838. In 1341 and 1842 he represented New Haven in the house 
of representatives in the state legislature. In 1844 he was chosen Governo: 
of Connecticut, and again in 1845, when he declined being a candidate for 
re-election. 

In November 1847, on the death of the Hon. Jabez W. Huntington, he was 
appointed by governor Bissell, in the recess of the legislature, to fill the 
vacancy thereby occasioned in the senate of the United States; and at the 
session of the general assembly in May, 1848, he was appointed for the residue 
of the unexpired term of his predecessor. 


Hon. Jesse D. Bricut, Senator from Indiana, was born December 18th 
1812, at Norwich, Chenango county, state of New York. At the age of seven 
years, emigrated with his father and family to Madison, state of Indiana 
where he was educated, and where he has ever since resided. 

At the early age of nineteen, he was admitted to the bar. His progress 
professionally and politically was rapid, and marked with signal success. 
When in his twenty-second year, he was elected by the people to the office 
of probate judge, w ‘hich place he resigned in 1839, on receiving the appoint- 
ment of marshal] of the U. S. for the district of Indiana. From this office Mr. 
Bright was removed by president Tyler, ten days before the annual election 
in 1841, and was immediately announced, without his knowledge or previous 
assent, as a candidate for the state senate. And the same district that had 
given the then executive of the U. 8.a majority of 700 votes, elected Mr. 
Bright by a decided majority. In 1843 he was nominated by a state demo- 
cratic convention for the office of Lieut. Governor and was elected by greatly 
more than his party vote. In 1845 Mr. Bright was chosen by the unanimous 
vote of his political friends, to represent his state in the senate of the U.S. 
for the term of six years. 


Hon. Wiiit1aM Upnam, Senator from Vermont, was born in Leicester, Mas- 
sachusetts, August 5th, 1792, and commenced his education at the Academy 
in that place. He removed with his father to Montpelier, Vt., in 1803, and 
there continued his studies until 1809, when he entered the office of the Hon. 
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Cyrus Ward of Montpelier, as a student at law, remained in Mr. Ward’s 
office one year, then entered the office of the Hon. Samuel Prentiss, and con- 
tinued his legal studies until Dec. 1812, when he was admitted to the bar. 
Mr. Upham commenced the practice of the law at Montpelier, Vt., in 1813, 
and obtained a high reputation at the bar. He was elected a member of the 
legislature of his adopted state in the years 1827, 1828 and 1830, and state’s 
attorney in 1828. In October 1842 was elected to the senate of the United 
States for the term of six years, from and after the 3d March 1843. And in 
October 1848 was elected to the United States senate for another term of six 
years, ending the 3d March 1855. 

Hon. StepHen ArnoLp Dovcras, Senator from Illinois, was born at Brandon, 
Vermont, April 23d, 1813, and is the son of Dr. Stephen A. Douglas, formerly 
of Rensselaer county, N. Y., who died in July 1813. In early life he worked 
upon a farm, and afterwards, at the cabinet-making business; but his health 
failing, upon the marriage of his sister to Mr. Julins N. Granger of Ontario 
county, New York, he removed thither, and entered the Academy of Canan- 
daigua. Afterwards, he commenced the study of the law with Mr. Hubbell. 
In the spring of 1833 he left Canandaigua, and started westward, for the pur- 
pose of establishing himself in business. His first location was in Cleveland, 
Ohio, but after being there a short time he wastaken sick, and confined to his 
bed a whole summer. On his recovery he left Cleveland, and with slender 
means, he sought employment at Cincinnati, Louisville, and other places, 
until he was successful in obtaining the place of teacher of a schoo] at Win- 
chester, near Jacksonville, Illinois, in December, 1833. He soon acquired 
means sufficient to open a law office, and in the course of one year from that 
time, was so successful in his profession as to be chosen by the legislature 
state’s attorney. In 1836 he was elected a member of the legislature of the 
state of Illinois. In all the leading measures for the improvement of the 
state, he took an active part. He was appointed register of the land office 
at Springfield; and in December, 1840, he was appointed secretary of state of 
Illinois. In 1841 he was elected a judge of the supreme court; and in 1843 a 
member of the congress of the United States, and re-elected in August 1846; 
and in 1847 he was elected to the senate of the United States, for the term of 
six years, 

Hon. Wittiam Lewis Dayton, Senator from New Jersey, was born on the 
17th February 1807, at Baskenridge, New Jersey. He is of the family of 
Daytons who settled in Elizabethtown at an early period, and one of whom, 
Jonathan Dayton, was speaker of the house of representatives in the fourth 
congress. 

Wm. L. Dayton was educated at the Academy in Baskenridge, and at 
Princeton College, where he was graduated in 1825. He pursued legal studies 
with Gov. Vroom, and was admitted to the bar in 1830. For seven years he 
practised Jaw in Monmouth county, and was then, at the age of thirty, elected 
by the Whig party to the upper house of the New Jersey legislature. He 
was very soon after appointed a judge of the supreme court of the state; but 
alter having occupied that station for three years with great credit, he resigned 
it, and returned to the practice of his profession. In 1842 he was appointed 
by Gov. Pennington to fill the vacancy in the United States senate, occasioned 
by the death of Mr. Southard. In 1845 he was elected for the full term of 
six years. He made an able speech in favour of the ratification of the Mexi- 
can treaty. 


Hon. Hopxins L. Turney, Senator from Tennessee, was born the 3d of Oct. 
1797, in the state of Tennessee, where he has resided ever since. His father 
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died when he was about six years old, leaving but a small estate, and a large fa- 
mily. He was bound out to learn the tailoring business, but did not serve ou: 
his term, and received no classical education. In 1818 he volunteered ay 
served a tour of five months in Florida against the Seminole Indians, under Ge- 
neral Andrew Jackson. In 1825he was elected a member of the legislature of 
Tennessee, and was afterwards three times re-elected. In 1837 he was 
elected a representative in congress, and subsequently, re-elected twice, ani 
then voluntarily retired. In 1844 he was on the Democratic electoral ticke: 
for the state at large, when he canvassed the state, and in 1845, was elecied 
by the legislature to his present position in the United States senate. 





Hon. Samvuet L. Puewrs, Senator from Vermont, was born in Litchfie! 
Connecticut, on the 13th of May, A. D. 1793. Entered Yale college in Sep: 
1807, and graduated Sept. 1811. Spent the ensuing winter at the law schoo! 
at Litchfield, and in May, 1812, emigrated to Vermont, and continued th 
study of his profession in the office of the Hon. Horatio Seymour. In th 
summer of 1812, he was drafted in the militia, and in September, was ordered 
to the frontier. Served in the ranks until November, when he received the 
appointment of district paymaster in the United §$tates service, occupied that 
place fora time, and returned to the study of his profession—was admitted t 
practice in the superior courts, in December, 1814—and continued in th 
practice of his profession at Middlebury, where he has ever since resided. In 
1827, was a member of the Council of Censors of Vermont—in 1831, was 
elected to the Legislative Council, and during the session of the legislatu 
of that year, was elected to the bench of the supreme court. He filled tha 
station for seven years under seven successive elections,—in 1838, was electe:! 
to the senate of the United States, and in 1844, re-elected for six years, {ro 
the 4th of March, 1845. 


Hon. Jacos Cotuamer, Postmaster-General of the United States, was born 
at Troy, N. York, and is the son of a soldier of the revolution. He removed t 
Vermont at an early age, and after pursuing a course of study at the college at 
Burlington, he was graduated there in 1810, He studied law, made the fronti: 
campaign of 1812 as a lieutenant of militia, and was admitted to the bar in 1815. 
He pursued his profession in the counties of Orange and Windsor with muc! 
success until 1833, when he was elevated to the bench of the supreme court 
the state. In 1843 he was elected to represent his district in the Congress 
the United States, and was re-elected in 1844, 46, and “48. Whilst on ux 
bench he was chosen a member of a convention for revising the constitution o! 
the state. In March, 1849, he was appointed by President Taylor, Postmaster 
General. 

Hon. Hannipat Hamutn, Senator from Maine, was born in Paris, Maine, Aug. 
27, 1809, where he resided until the spring of 1833. His early life was devoted 
to labour on a farm in the summer, while his winters were employed in prose- 
cuting English and classical studies. In 1828 he commenced the study of law 
with his oldest brother. In the winter following, his father having died, he re- 
turned home, and for two years took charge of the farm on which his mother live’ 
He then purchased an interest in a paper called the Jeffersonian, in Paris, an 
entered the office as a compositor. The year after, he returned to the study of tl 
law, and in the winter of 1833 was admitted to the practice. Settled in Hamp- 
den, Maine, (where he now resides.) and was a successful practitioner. H 
was elected a member of the Maine legislature for 1836, ’37, 738, °39, °40, and *41 
and was speaker of the house of representatives in 1837, 39, and “40. Was elects 
in 1843 a representative in Congress, and was re-elected in 1844, and for four 
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years was an energetic and industrious member of the house. In 1848 he was 
elected a senator in Congress to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of John 
Fairfield. He is now at the head of the committee on commerce. 


Q~ 


Hon. Truman Sairn, Senator from Connecticut, was born Nov. 27th! 1791, at 
Roxbury, Connecticut. His father, Phineas Smith, was a farmer, an elder bro- 
ther of the late Nathaniel Smith, judge of the supreme court of Connecticut, and 
of Nathan Smith, who died in Washington in Dec., 1835, a member of the Se- 
nate of the United States. Mr. Truman Smith graduated at Yale college in 
1815, was admitted to the bar in 1818, settled at Litchfield, Connecticut, in the 
practice of the law the same year, where he still continues to reside. He was 
elected a member of the house of representatives of the general assembly of Con- 
necticut in the years 1831, 1832, and 1834, was elected a member of Congress 
in 1839, re-elected in 1841, in 1845, and in 1847. In the spring of 1848 he was 
elected a member of the senate of the United States for the term of six years 
from the 4th March, 1849. 


Hon, S. U. Downs, Senator from Louisiana, was born in Tennessee in 1801; 
emigrated, when a boy, to Louisiana; was sent back to Tennessee to complete 
his academic studies ; then entered the University of Transylvania, and graduated 
with distinction. He was admitted to the bar in 1825. He soon after became 
involved in politics, political discussions, and attracted public attention by his 
essays and speeches in favour of popular rights, the extension of the right of 
suffrage, the limitation of the judicial tenure of office, the election of governor 
and other state officers by the people, and the extinction of chartered monopolies. 
He is the author of an able argument published in 1844 in favour of the annexa- 
tion of Texas. Gen. Downs has been successively chosen a member of the con- 
vention for remodelling the state constitution, a brigadier general of the state, a 
State senator, elector of president and vice president, United States district at- 
torney, and finally elected to the senate of the United States. He is member 
of the judiciary committee, and chairman of the committee on private land claims, 
roa gy the minority report from a select committee on the admission of 

ailiornia, 


Hon. Atewevs Fetcn, Senator from Michigan, was born at Limerick, Maine, 
on the 28th September, 1806, and was left an orphan at the age of three years. 
He was prepared for college at the academy in Exeter, N. H., under the instruc- 
tion of Dr. Abbott. He entered Bowdoin college in September, 1823, and gra- 
duated in September, 1827—studied law, and was admitted to the bar in the 
fall of 1830. He practised law in Maine until June, 1833, when he removed to 
Monroe, Michigan, in the month of August following, where he pursued his pro- 
fession, At the election in 1835, Mr. Felch was chosen a member of the state 
legislature. In the following year he was re-elected. He opposed the general 
banking law of the state, under the provisions of which the country was after- 
wards flooded with worthless bank paper. In February, 1838, he was appointed 
a bank commissioner, which office he held until March, 1839, when he resigned 
itand returned to his professional business. In February, 1842, he was appointed 
auditor general of the state. In this office he continued only about one month, 
when he received the appointment of judge of the supreme court. In the sum- 
mer of 1845, against his expressed wishes, he was nominated by the democratic 
State convention as a candidate for the office of governor, and was elected. In 
February, 1847, he was elected by the legislature to the senate of the United 
States for the term of six years. He resigned the office of governor, and took his 
seat in the United States senate on the first Monday of December, 1547. 
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Hon. Howe xt Coss, Speaker of the house of representatives, was born Sept. 
7, 1815, at Cherry Hill, Jefferson county, Georgia. He is the son of Col. John 
A. Cobb, who removed from Granville county, North Carolina, to Georgia, at 
an early age. Howell Cobb was educated at Franklin college, the University 
of Georgia, and was graduated in 1834. He was married in the year 1835 to Mary 
Ann Lamar, daughter of Col. Zachariah Lamar, of Georgia, and was admitted 
to the bar in 1836. He was elected solicitor general of the western district of 
Georgia in 1837, holding the office for three years ; was elected to Congress under 
the general ticket system in 1842, and re-elected from his present district suc- 
cessively in “44, 46, and “48. On the 22d December, 1849, after a contest of 
three weeks between the different parties in the house of representatives, he was 
elected speaker of that body by the vote of the democratic party. 


Hon. James W. Brapsury, Senator from Maine, is a native of the county of 
York, state of Maine, and son of Dr. James Bradbury, a physician of eminence. 
He graduated at Bowdoin college, Brunswick, in that state, in 1825, in a class 
distinguished for the eminent men it has produced; amongst them the late Hon. 
Jer, Cilley, Prof. Longfellow, Rev. Dr. Cheever, and others. On leaving col- 
lege, he was employed one year as an instructer of the academy at Hallowell, 
and afterwards studied law with Judge Shipley, late of the U.S. senate, and 
Hon. Rufus M‘Intire, and, on his admission to practice, removed, in 1830, to 
Augusta, Maine, the place of his present residence, and the capital of the state, 
and devoted himself exclusively to the practice of the law until elected to the 
United States senate in 1846, being then in his forty-first year. He was a delegate 
tothe democratic national convention of 1844, which assembied at Baltimore, and 
nominated Mr. Polk for the presidency. Placed that year at the head of the 
electoral ticket, and president of the electoral college of the state, he cast his 
vote for Mr. Polk. 


Hon. Lewis Cass, Senator from Michigan, was born at Exeter, New Hamp- 
shire, 9th October, 1782, and is the son of Major Jonathan Cass, a gallant sol- 
dier of the revolution. He taught a school for some time, when he was eighteen 
years old, and then started on foot across the Allegheny mountains, and esta- 
blished himself at Marietta in the north-west territory. He studied law with 
Hon. R. J. Meigs, and in 1802 was admitted to practice at the bar. His suc- 
cess was speedy, and in 1806 he was elected a member of the legislature from 
Muskingum county. In 1807 he was appointed by Mr. Jefferson marshal of the 
United States for the district of Ohio. in which office he continued five years. 
On the breaking out of the war with Great Britain in 1812, Mr. Cass was chosen 
colonel of a regiment of Ohio volunteers. On the 12th July, he crossed with 
the army of Gen. Hall into Canada, and being detached on separate service, he 
had a skirmish with the British force near Malden, in which he was successful. 
At the surrender of Detroit by Hull, 15th August, 1812, Cols. Cass and M‘Ar- 
thur were included in the capitulation. ‘The ensuing winter, on being exchanged 
he was appointed brigadier general in the army of the U. States. On the 5th 
October, 1813, he was at the battle of the Thames with Gen. Harrison, when the 
British and Indians under Proctor were defeated. In 1813, he was appointed 
by Mr. Madison governor of Michigan. He removed to Detroit—was re-ap- 
pointed governor of the territory, as his terms expired, under seven successive 
administrations, and was engaged in the negotiation of several important Indian 
treaties. His duties on the frontier were arduous, and ably discharged. In 1531 
he was appointed secretary of war in the cabinet of Gen. Jackson. In 1836 he 
left the cabinet and went to France as minister plenipotentiary. In 1844 he was 
elected to the senate of the United States. In 1848 he was nominated as the 
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democratic candidate for the presidency by ihe Baltimore convention, and re- 
signed his seat in the senate. Of the votes of the electoral college, he received 
127—Gen. Taylor 163. He was subsequently re-elected by the legislature of 
Michigan to the senate of the United States. 


Hon. Tuomas Hart Benton, Senator from Missouri, was born in the county 
of Orange, North Carolina, and is about sixty-six yearsof age. His ancestors 
were patriots of the revolution of 1775, and the family of the Harts, from 
whom he is descended on his mother’s side, were among the most active of 
the early settlers of Kentucky. Col. Benton removed, about the year 1815, 
from Tennessee to Missouri, having already at that time distinguished him- 
self at the bar. In 1820, he was elected to the senate of the United States by 
the legislature of Missouri, before its formal admission into the Union. The 
admission of the representatives from that state did not take place until 
the year after their election. He has been in the senate of the United States 
from that period until the present time without any intermission. One of his 
first efforts as a debater was made in 1823, on the mode of the presidential 
election. He was in the opposition during the term of Mr. Adams, but sus- 
tained the administrations of General Jackson and Mr. Van Buren. His 
powers as a debater were exhibited in the famous veto debate of 1832, in 
which Mr. Clay and others bore a conspicuous part. 

He has advocated with much zeal a specie currency, and the disconnexion 
of the government with banking institutions. 

In 1837, he carried through the senate the famous “expunging resolution,”’ 
striking from the journal of the senate the memorable resolution condemning 
Gen. Jackson for the removal of the deposites. 

In 1840, he proposed the armed intervention of Florida. In 1844, he con- 
tended against the Rio Grande boundary of Texas, and introduced a bill fixing 
the boundary line from the desert prairies of the Nueces to the parallel of 42° 
north. In 1844, he was re-elected to the senate, after having been twenty-four 
years in that body. In 1845, he was chairman of the military committee. In 
Jan., 1847, he was nominated, in Missouri, for the presidency, but he imme- 
diately repressed the movement in his favour. In March following, he was 
appointed by President Polk a major general in the army of the United States, 
which office he declined accepting. Col. Benton bas been a close student— 
is a good Spanish scholar, and has amassed, as a statesman, a vast amount of 
information. He is the father-in-law of Col. Fremont, the newly elected se- 
nator from California. 


Hon. Danie. Wepster, Senator from Massachusetts, was born in Salisbury, 
New Hampshire, in 1782. His father was a farmer, and had served in both 
the French war and the war of the revolution. Mr. Webster received his 
early instruction from Dr. Abbott, principal of the Exeter academy, where 
Mr. Cass and other distinguished men laid the ground-work of their educa- 
tion. He afterwards entered Dartmouth college, and was graduated in 1801. 
He was compelled, by the circumstances of his family, to labour for his own 
support, and his professional studies were often interrupted. He entered the 
office of Mr. Gore, in Boston, and in 1805 was admitted to practice at the bar. 
He first pursued his profession at Boscawen, in his native state, but after the 
death of his father, in 1807, he removed to Portsmouth, where, coming in con- 
flict with that distinguished lawyer, Hon. Jeremiah Mason, his mind first de- 
veloped its wonderful powers. In 1812, he was elected a representative in 
Congress from New Hampshire. In 1816 he retired from Congress, and went 
to Boston to pursue his profession, and for six or eight years devoted himself 
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exclusively to the law. In 1820, he was a member of a convention of de 
gates to revise the constitution of Massachusetts. In the same year he de 
vered his celebrated address at the 200th anniversary of the landing at P\y- 
mouth. In 1822, he was elected from Boston a member of the house ot 
presentatives of the United States, and in 1826, he was elected to the sena: 
of the United States to supply a vacaney which had occurred. In January 
1830, Mr. Webster made his famous constitutional argument in the senate 
auswer to Gen. Hayne of South Carolina. In 1833 he was re-elected to || 
senate. In 1839, he visited Europe. In March, 1841, he entered the cabi 
of President Harrison as secretary of state, and continued in office during | 
administration of Mr. Tyler until May, 1843. In 1842, he negotiate, 
Washington, on the part of the United States, with Lord Ashburton, on the 
part of Great Britain, the important treaty by which the dispute in relatio 
the north eastern boundary was adjusted. Mr. Webster, in 1845, retu 

the senate of the United States, of which he is still a member. 


—_—_—— 


Hon. Jonny Catpwett Caxrnoun, Senator from South Carolina, was 
March 18th, 1782, in Abbeville district, South Carolina. His grandfa: 
emigrated from Ireland to Pennsylvania in 1733. The family afterwards re- 
moved to Virginia, but _ Braddock’s defeat, they went to South Carolina 
in 1759, where they established themselves in *‘Calhoun’s settlement.” H 
commenced his studies under Dr. Waddell, at the age of thirteen, but ow 
to a disorder of his eyes, incurred by severe application, he was obliged 
abandon books, and turning his attention for awhile to rural pursuits, ce 
tracted the fondness for agriculture which he has ever since evinced. {1 
1800, he re-commenced study, and in 1802 entered Yale college, then u 
the presidency of Dr. Dwight. He studied law at the Litchfield law sch 
and in 1807 commenced the practice of the profession. In 1811 he ent 
Congress, was placed at the head of the committee on foreign affairs, and 
one of the leading members who sustained the war measures of that pe 
He was, subsequently, at the head of the committee on currency, ani 
ported a bill for the establishment of a national bank. In 1817, he was ap- 
pointed by Mr. Monroe secretary of war. At the expiration of Mr. Monive « 
second term, Mr. Calhoun was elected vice president of the United Stat 
with Mr. Adams as president, and was re-elected vice president when G 
Jackson came into office. He now began toassert the doctrine of state rights 
—which has since been called nullification—assuming the right of a sta 
declare an act of congress null and void; and at the call of his state resig 
his office of vice president, and entered the senate of the United States in 1834. 
In 1842, he resigned his seat in the senate, and in March 1844, accepted 
office of secretary of state, in place of Judge Upshur, who was killed on boa: 
the Princeton; and as secretary advocated the annexation of Texas. In 154! 
he left the office at the commencement of Mr. Polk’s administration, an: 
1846, wus re-elected to the United States senate. He was opposed to a rupt 
with Great Britain on the question of right to Oregon, and also to its organizatio 
asa territory. He is the author of the celebrated address from the sout! 
delegates, in congress, to their constituents, on the subject of slavery. 


Hon. WiiuiaM Henry Sewarp, Senator from New York, was born in Orang 
county, New York, May 16th, 1801, and is the son of the late Dr. Samue! *- 
ward, an eminent physician, and grandson of Col. Seward who served 11 th: 
war of the revolution. 

In 1816, Mr. Seward entered Union college, and was graduated in 1820. 
afterwards studied law with John Anthon in New York, and with John Da 
and Ogden Hoffman in Goshen, N. Y. He was admitted to the bar in 1822 
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and soon after established himself in Auburn, in the practice of his profession. 
in 1828, he presided over “the young men’s convention,” said to be the first 
olitical organization of the kind in the United States. In 1830, he was 
elected to the senate of the state of New York, by the votes of the Whig party 
in a district which had previously given majorities for the adverse party. He 
took an active part in the most prominent subjects of legislation, such as the 
abolition of imprisonment for debt, the extension of internal improvements, 
&e. In 1838, he was nominated and elected governor of the state of New 
York, and was re-elected to the same office in 1840. At the expiration of 
this term he declined a re-nomination, and returned to his profession. I 
1849, he was elected, and took his seat in the senate of the United Siates. 


Hen. Soton Bortanp, Senator from Arkansas, was the youngest of three 
sens of Dr. Thomas Borland, and born in Nansemond county, Virginia, on the 
sth August, 1811. He removed with his father into North Carolina, in 1823, 
and to the western district of Tennessee, in 1836. In 1843, he went to Ar- 
kansas, where he has resided ever since. He received no regular collegiate 

lucation, but studied medicine, and attended a course of lectures in the 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, and commenced practice in 1834 
in North Carolina. While residing at Memphis, Tennessee, he attended 
another course of medical lectures at the Louisville (Ky.) Institute, where he 
vas graduated in March, 1841. He then went to Arkansas, by invitation ot 
the democratic central committee of that state, to establish and conduet, as 
editor, the Arkansas Banner newspaper. Was elected by the Arkansas Le- 
vislature, at the session of 1844-5, presidential elector. Appointed by the 
overnor Adjt. Genl. of Arkansas, in Noy. 1844. Resigned that appointment 
and raised a company for the Mexican war in May, 1846. Was elected 
inajor of the Arkansas mounted regiment at its organization. He was taken 
prisoner at Encarnacion, Mexico, by General Minon, January 23d, 1847, 
whence he was marched to the city of Mexico, and kept a prisoner until the 
Ist of August, when he effected his escape, and joined the American army 
t Contreras, just as the place was captured. United himself to Gen. Twiggs 

mmmand, and was in the ranks at the taking of Churubusco. Major Borlan 
hen joined General Worth as volunteer aid-de-camp, on 8th September, at the 

‘ginning of the battle of Molino del Rey, and continued with him in that 

ipacity while he was at Tacubaya, through the battles of Chapultepec, Sa: 
Cosmo, and the city of Mexico. He left the army, and returned home in De- 
ember, 1847. About the Ist April following, he was appointed by the 

vernor of Arkansas to the United States senate, to fill the vacancy create: 

y the appointment of A. H. Sevier, commissioner to Mexico, and was, subse 

iently, elected to the same place, for six years, from the 4th March, 1549 


Hon. James Cooper, Senator from Pennsylvania, was born in Frederick 


ity, Maryland, 8th May, 1810. His father was a native of Pennsylvania, 

| removed to Maryland in 1767. The pecuniary embarrassments of his 
parents prevented the execution of their wish to educate him, until he ha 
early attained the age of eighteen years. In 1827, he was taught the Latin 

| Greek languages, and about two years afterwards, was sent to St. Mary’s 
lege, at Emmettsburgh; and thence removed to Washington Col! 
insylvania, where he was graduated. In 1832, he commenced the st 
the law, under the direction of Thaddeus Stevens, Esq., at Gettysb 

r reading the usual term, was admitted to the bar. He comn 
ictice of his profession in Gettysburg, and was immediately suc 
October, 1838, he was elected to congress, and re-elected in 1540, | 


ore 


| 
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1843, his term of service in congress expired, and in the autumn of the same 
year, he was elected to the legislature of Pennsylvania, where he broug}; 
forward measures for the redemption of the faith of the state. He was re- 
elected to the legislature in 1844. He was again elected to the legislaty; 
in 1846. He was, subsequently, appointed attorney general by Governo; 
Johnston, and held the office until the meeting of the legislature on the 1. 
January, 1849. In 1848, he was again elected to the legislature, and in 1849, 
was elected to the United States senate for the term of six years. 


Hon. Jacos W. Mirier, Senator from New Jersey, is a native of Morr): 
county, N. J.,and is now in the forty-ninth year of his age. He is of Germ 
lineage ; his grandfather emigrated from Germany to the colony of New J 
sey, a few years before the commencement of the revolution. Mr. Mil; 
received a classical education preparatory to entering college, but at the ag 
of sixteen was induced to abandon study, and to engage in mercantile pursuits 
After three years he resumed study, and entered a law office. In Sept. 182 
he was admitted to the bar, and commenced practice at Morristown, in his 
native county, where he has ever since resided, and has acquired an extensive 
and lucrative business. In 1832, he was elected a member of the state legis. 
lature, from the county of Morris; previous to this year the county had sup- 
ported the administration of Gen. Jackson; but at this election a change was 
effected, and there was a Whig majority in the legislature. The next yea: 
Mr. Miller declined a re-election, and returned to the practice of his  pro- 
fession. In 1839, he was again called upon to represent his native county | 
the state senate or council. This was the year of the famous New Jerse) 
coutested election in the house of representatives. Mr. Miller defended th» 
state authorities in a speech delivered on the occasion. The next year he 
declined a re-election, and again returned to his profession. In the winter 
1841, he was chosen United States senator for six years, (the term of his pre- 
decessor, General Wall, having expired,) and first took his seat as senator, 
the 4th March, 1841. At the expiration of his first term, he was re-elect: 
by a unanimous vote of his party to his second term, which commenced \ 
the 4th March, 1847. 


(These sketches will be continued in the succeeding volumes of the Register.) 
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THE TENURE OF LAND. 


BY A. G. JOHNSON, ESQ. 


(Concluded from page 432, Vol. II.) 


After a careful consideration of the facts which we have given, we 
think no candid reader will deny that the tenure of land has an im- 
portant influence upon the people and government of every country, 
and that the condition and character of the former, and the form, spi- 
rit, and duration of the latter are intimately connected with, and modi- 
fied by the laws regulating the ownership, transfer, and inheritance of 
land. We now proceed to the discussion of some of the questions 
which grow out of the subject. 

And first, are large or small farms most favourable to production ? 

In India, where the land was divided into small allotments, culti- 
vated by the owners who could not alienate their estate; where pastu- 
rage was excluded, and agriculture was aided by a religious prohibition 
of animal food ; where the only tax was a fixed tribute paid by a district 
to the native prince or Rajah; and the existence of caste prevented the 
legradation of the higher, or the elevation of the lower classes, the 
fertility of the earth was tasked to the uttermost, and no other country 
ever supported so dense a population to a square mile. 

In ancient Egypt, while the priests were agriculturists, and each had 
his parcel of land; while even the warrior caste, the hereditary sol- 
diers of the state, formed a standing army of farmers, each possessing 
his inalienable acre; while every inhabitant of the thronged cities had 
a distinct allotment of the Nile’s alluvion, the production of the coun- 
try was more than sufficient for its over dense and well-ordered popu- 
lation, and the people of other lands, in times of scarcity and famine, 
found “corn in Egypt.” In that age, too, were raised the obelisks, 
the pyramids, the cities, and temples, 

“Of which the very ruins are tremendous.” 


_ Palestine, which in the days of Abraham was a common pasture- 
field for the flocks and herds of the shepherd patriarchs, subsequently, 
under the agrarian law of Moses, and the system of universal tillage 
produced by its operation, and while the periodical restoration of the 
land to its original proprietors preserved a certain equality among the 
citizens of the commonwealth, became fertile, populous, and powerful, 
and never again knew a time of scarcity and famine like that which 
drew Jacob and his sons into Egypt. Its agricultural system was the 
VOL, III.—DEC. 1849. 30 
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recuperative power, which renewed the strength and wealth of the 
nation after its destroying civil wars, and the desolating invasions o 
the Assyrian and Persian conquerors. This system, which gave vita- 
lity to the nation, was not wholly broken up till the destruction of Je- 
rusalem, and the dispersion of the Jews by Vespasian and Titus. Sing 
that time the plains of Palestine have been the battle-fields where the 
Roman and Parthian, the Byzantine emperors and Arabian caliphs, 
the Crusader and Saracen, have struggled for faith and for dominion. 

Greece was never very populous, and whenever the citizens of the 
leading states became too numerous for their agricultural resources, « 
swarm would be sent forth to seek a habitation iene The coasts 
of Asia Minor and Italy, the islands of the Mediterranean, the shores 
of the Adriatic and Black Seas, were settled by Grecian colonies. Co- 
lonization, and incessant wars at home or abroad, relieved Greece o| 
its supernumerary citizens. ‘The land owned by the aristocracy, and 
cultivated by slaves, did not produce enough to sustain the population. 
Poverty and idleness was the lot of the great mass of freemen, and the 
demagogue who would obtain their suffrages had to feed as well as 
flatter them. 

After the destruction of Carthage, the agriculture of Italy no longer 
sufficed to support its population. Sicily became the granary of Rome. 
The senators monopolized all the wealth of the state; the population 
of the city was chiefly composed of slaves and freedmen; the citizens 
were enlisted in the legions, and employed in constant aggressive wars. 
At every interval of peace they clamoured for a division of the land 
acquired by their valour, but usurped by the nobility. War withdrew 
from the walls of the city the turbulent freemen, and enabled the aris 
tocracy to add to their own possessions, and at the same time feed the 
populace from the spoils of the world. Their power lasted till the last 
nation of the civilized world submitted to their sway, and then passe 
into the hands of Cesar. Henceforth, senators and citizens, patrician 
and plebeian, wore the same yoke. Cesar crushed the empty shell o: 
the commonwealth—Roman liberty had perished long before. 

In Holland, which is more densely populated than any other coun- 
try in Europe, the land is minutely divided for agricultural purposes. 
Vast lakes and morasses are drained, and kept dry by means of pumps 
worked by wind-mills and steam engines. The drained lands art 
called polders. Nearly all the agricultural land of the Netherlands is 
thus redeemed from the water by the operation of wind-mills. It 1s 
said that there are in Holland 9000 of these mills, and that each mu! 
drains 600 acres. This vast system of drainage is accomplished in 
two ways. Companies are formed under the authority of government. 
who build dykes, erect mills, make the Jand dry, and then divide it 
among themselves, or sell it to others. Or, if the work is too great 
and expensive for private enterprise, the government undertakes th: 
drainage, as in the case of the Harlaem sea, and then sells the lane, 
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the purchasers being bound to maintain the dykes, and keep it dry at 
the common expense. All newly poldered land is exempt from taxa- 
tion for twenty years. These poldered lands are divided into lots, and 
cultivated by the owners, or farmed out to tenants. 

In England, Scotland, and Ireland, the people all, nominally, enjoy 
personal freedom. The agricultural labourers are neither serfs or 
slaves. But, as in the Sclavonian countries, there is a privileged no- 
bility who are the great land-holders and hereditary rulers of the 
country. Almost all the cultivated land is leased from year to year, 
or for short periods, at enormous rents. In England, the mass of the 
people is employed in mercantile, mechanical, or manufacturing busi- 
ness. The products of ayriculture meet with a quick and certain sale. 
A deficiency is readily supplied by importation from America, or the 
continent. But owing to the fact that the commerce and manufac- 
tures of England give employment to so large a number of the poor 
and landless, the agricultural labourers bear a less proportion to the 
whole population than in any other country in the world. The land 
is not subdivided into such small farms, and the profit to the lessees is 
greater than if they were compelled to lease smaller tracts. But these 
farmers have to furnish all the stock, all the implements of husbandry, 
pay all the taxes, and then an enormous rent for the privilege of cul- 
tivating the land. 

The people of Ireland have no commerce, no manufactures. Agri- 
culture is their sole business. The land is leased in smal! allotments, 
and at such high rates that nothing but good health and good weather 
will enable the tenant to live: the failure of either exj.oses h m to star- 
vation. ‘The rental of Ireland is the running issue which drains the 
life-blood of the nation. Most of the land owners live abroad, and 
their income goes to pay the interest on mortgages, or is spent in the 
dissipations of London and Paris. If the potato crop fails, a famine 
is inevitable. Not because the land has not yielded its increase abun- 
dantly, but because every thing but the potato goes to the landholder, 
and rent and tithe are exacted to the utmost farthing. During the late 
horrible famine, the exports of grain from lreland were of more value 
than all the contributions of the charitable. 

In France, when from any cause there happened to be a more equa- 
ble distribution of land than at other periods, the age was characte- 
rized as the time of the good Louis Eleventh, or the good Henry 
Fourth. The epochs thus distinguished, happen to be when the eru- 
sades or civil wars had destroyed and impoverished the aristocracy, 
and they were obliged to sell their land to the rich merchants and far- 
mers. In 1792, the constituent assembly abolished al] feudal rights 
and tenures. Laws were passed by which real estate was divided 
equally among heirs, male and female, and the right to devise it by 
last will and testanent denied. The code Napoleon did not materially 
alter these laws. The result of ths new dist.ibution of land and pro- 
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| perty was seen throughout France. An excessive stimulus was ever, 
where imparted to French industry. Notwithstanding the expense of 
Napoleon’s wars, France incurred no national debt, and after the 
slaughter and carnage of twenty-five years, she was more populous in 
1815 than in 1790. The proprietors of land number about half o/ 
the population, and however sorely the ouvriers of Paris and the ma- 
nufacturing cities may suffer for want of work and bread, the rural 
population was never so well fed, so well clothed, and independent. 

Probably the most profitable cultivation in the world may be found 
on the baronial estates of Germany ; in Saxony, Silesia, Moravia, Wir- 
temberg, Bohemia, Hungary. But whose is the profit? ‘The baro- 
nial lord’s. For him the serf and the peasant toil. He lives in luxury 
and magnificence, while they have a bare subsistence. All the surplus 
production of these great estates, over and above what is essential for 
the most frugal maintenance of the serf or peasant, is sold for the be- 
nefit of the great landholder, and his is all the profit. The fine woo| 
of the estates of the princes Lichnowsky and Esterhazy finds its wa) 
into the looms of Holland, France, and England, whilst the poor pea- 
sant and serf, whose labour and care have produced the staple of the 
soft fabrics, is clad in the coarsest stuffs. The value of his production 
goes into the coffers of Lichnowsky and Esterhazy, and supplies the 
funds to maintain their castles and palaces in splendour and magnifi- 
cence. 

An important inquiry connected with this subject, is whether a nation 
of small proprietors is as capable of conducting a defensive war as « 
nation of large landholders. 

During the middle ages, when the serfs were unarmed, and all bat- 
tles were but contests between armed horsemen, no military defence of 
the open country was possible, and the only places of safety were cas- 
tles and fortresses, built with high walls and battlements upon inac- 
cessible precipices. Before the musket and pistol equalized the strength: 
of men, and rendered defensive armour useless and cumbersome ; before 
the Swiss farmers at Morgarten had annihilated the splendid cavalry 
of Charles the Bold of Burgundy, it was thought that peasants and 
labourers could not make soldiers. From the days of Charlemagne to 
the French Revolution, was there ever a war waged for the rights of 
the people, except the defensive wars of the Swiss mountaineers? 

Was not the weakness of Poland, and is not the liability of all Scla- 
vonian countries to be overrun by invasion, owing to the fact that the 
cultivators of the soil have no interest, and take no part in any war’ 
The nobility, too, are ninety-nine hundredths of them landless, and 
poor, improvident, proud, and purchasable, and gold is as efficacious 
in making traitors in council and field, as Philip found it in opening 
the gates of Grecian cities. 

Who does not remember and admire the unflinching and unconque- 
rable resistance of the German Tyrolese to the French invaders, and 





1849.] Tenure of Land. 441 


the terrible defeat and murderous slaughter with which they repulsed 
every effort to subdue their hills and valleys? Allison tells us that 
these men have homes as well as wives. 

In our revolutionary war, the only portions of the country perma- 
nently occupied by the British, were the cities, and the only cities 
held for any length of time were those surrounded by territory owned 
by large landholders. Howe was driven from Boston by a swarm of 
the small proprietors of New England, and Burgoyne was surrounded 
by farmers from the east, each of whom brought his rifle or musket, 
with which he had been accustomed to make war upon the inhabi- 
tants of the forest. 

In our recent war with Mexico, who anticipated so easy a conquest? 
Why was it possible for six thousand men to penetrate to Monterey, 
and for twelve thousand to march through a populous country to the 
city of Mexico? May we not solve the mystery of Mexican weakness, 
and explain the facility of American conquest by the fact that the land 
of Mexico is the property of a few great proprietors, whose avarice, 
selfishness, pride, and ambition, are the bane of the government, while 
the mass of the people is a lack-land, poverty-stricken, ignorant, su- 
perstitious, degraded, amalgamation of Indian, Negro, and Spanish 
races, whose labour is perpetually mortgaged to the aristocratic land- 
holders, a legal relation equivalent in its debasing tendencies to slavery 
or serfage? 

Another question connected with the subject is, the danger which 
statesmen have apprehended, that the usurpation of a popular dema- 
gogue could not be so well resisted by a people among whom the land 
was minutely divided, as by a people among whom there was a class 
whose great wealth and consequent power could hold in check, and 
overawe the ambitious. The fact that every aristocratic government, 
except England, whether its executive head was a consul, an heredi- 
tary, or elective king, has gradually changed into an unlimited and 
unmixed despotism, ought to stagger these doubters, and put an end 
to such apprehensions. 

As France and the United States are the only countries in which, 
to abolish all titular distinctions, and promote the distribution of land 
and the general diffusion of property, have been the great aims and ob- 
ject of governmental policy, it is in their history and fate that this 
problem is to be settled. 

The question was so ably discussed by the Hon. Daniel Webster in 
a speech delivered as long ago as 1821, in the Massachusetts con- 
vention for altering the constitution, that we will quote his remarks, 
calling the attention of our readers to the remarkable conjecture, con- 
a in the last paragraph, and which has proved to be a prophecy 
‘ulfilled. 

“A most interesting experiment of the effect of a subdivision of pro- 
perty, on government, is now making in France. It is understood 
that the law regulating the transmission of property in that country, 
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now divides it, real and personal, among all the children, equally, bot} 
sons and daughters; and that there is, also, a very great rest raint on 
the power of making dispositions of property by will. It has been 
supposed that the effect of this might probably be, in time, to break up 
the soil into such small subdivisions that the proprietors would be too 
poor to resist the encroachments of executive power. I think far 
otherwise. What is lost in individual wealth, will be more than gained 
in numbers, in intelligence, and in a sympathy of sentiment. If, in- 
deed, only one or a few landholders were to resist the crown, like the 
barons of England, they must of course be great and powerful land- 
holders, with multitudes of retainers, to promise success. But if the 
proprietors of a given extent of territory are summoned to resistance, 
there ts no reason to believe that such resistance would be less forci- 
ble, or less successful, because the number of such proprietors should 
be great. Each would perceive his own importance, and his own in- 
terest, and would feel that natural elevation of character which the 
consciousness of property inspires. A common sentiment would unite 
all, and numbers would not only add strength, but excite enthusiasm. 
It is true that France possesses a vast military force under the direc- 
tion of an hereditary executive government; and military power, it is 
possible, may overthrow any government. It is in vain, however, in 
this period of the world, to look for security against military power 
to the arm of the great landholders. That notion is derived from a 
state of things long since past; a state in which a feudal baron, with 
his retainers, might stand against the sovereign, who was himself but 
the greatest baron, and his retainers. But at present, what could the 
richest landbolder do against one regiment of disciplined troops? Other 
securities, therefore, against the prevalence of military power must be 
provided. Happily for us, we are not so situated as that any purpose 
of national defence requires, ordinarily and constantly, such a militar) 
force as might suloulle endanger our liberties. 

“In respect, however, sir, to the recent law of succession in France, 
to which I have alluded, I would, presumptuously perhaps, hazard @ 
conjecture that if the government do not change the law, the law, in 
half a century, will change the government; and that this change wil! 
be, not in favour of the power of the crown, as some European writers 
have supposed, but against it. Those writers only reason upon what 
they think correct general principles in relation to this subject. They 
acknowledge a want of experience. Here, we have had that experi- 
ence; and we know that a multitude of small proprietors, acting with 
intelligence, and that enthusiasm which a common cause insptres, con- 
stitute not only a formidable, but an invincible power.” 

We will, also, add a quotation from St. Pierre, the author of the 
popular “Studies of Nature.” A law preventing the ‘unbounded ac- 
cumulation of landed property,” since his day, established for France, 
removes the cause of his “ astonishment.” 
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“If wealthy families were permitted to purchase the lands lying 
commouiously for them, such bargains would speedily become fatal to 
the state. I have often been astonished that there is no Jaw in France 
to prevent the unbounded accumulation of landed property. The Ro- 
mans had censors, who limited the extent of a man’s possession to se- 
ven acres, as being sufficient for the subsistence of one family. By 
the word acre was understood as much land as a yoke of oxen could 
plough in one day. As Rome increased in luxury, it was increased to 
five hundred; but even this law was soon infringed, and the infraction 
hurried forward the ruin of the republic. Conquerors have always 
met with feeble resistance in countries where property is unequally di- 
vided. Overgrown estates destroy the spirit of patriotism in those 
who have every thing, and those who have nothing.” 

The last two sentences contain a volume of wisdom for the citizens 
and statesmen of our country. 

All governments have assumed to fix and define the tenure of land, 
to prescribe the forms of its transfer, and to regulate its descent by in- 
heritance, and the effects of the different laws of tenure may be tole- 
rably well estimated from the facts and illustrations which we have 
presented. 

From the aforegoing examination of this important subject, it seems 
to follow that the best interests of mankind will be promoted by gene- 
ral laws favouring a diffusion of property. We are not prepared to 
say whether it would be wise to fix any limit to individual accumula- 
tion. But we have no doubt of the wisdom of restricting the power 
of devising by last will and testament within very narrow limits, and 
of forbidding all devises to eleemosynary institutions and organizations. 
Gifts, during life, to a limited extent, of Jand, and to any amount of 
personal property, should be permitted. And, probably, the exemp- 
tion of a homestead, of certain dimensions, without reference to value, 
(dimension being certain, and value variable,) to every family from 
sale upon execution, and from liability or incumbrance of any kind, 
would be the best possible cure and preventive of pauperism. 

A government organized upon the representative system, recognising 
no distinctions whatever among its citizens, providing by wise laws for 
such a diffusion of property as would obviate the evils of excessive ac- 
cumulation on the one hand, and total deprivation on the other, would 
probably produce the consummation so devoutly to be wished, the se- 
curity of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
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THE ANCIENT CHEROKEE TRADITIONS AND 
RELIGIOUS RITES. 


(BY JOHN HOWARD PAYNE, ESQ.*) 


The variations in the religious system of the Cherokee appear to 
have been of very ancient date; but to have consisted in the objects 
more than in the outward ceremonies of worship, and there does not 
appear in any instance to have been adoration paid among them to 
oe on the contrary, it is asserted that an idolater of an image 
would always have been laughed at as a fool. 

We proceed to notice some of the principal imaginations upon this 
subject, into which the natives are represented as having wandered. 

“sated say that a number of beings were engaged in creating all 
things. The sun was made first. The intention of the creators was 
to have people live always. But the sun, when he passed over, told 
them there was not land enough, and that people had better die. At 
length, the daughter of the sun being with them, was bitten by a 
snake and died. The sun on his return inquired for her, and was told 
that she was dead. He then consented that people might live always, 
and told them to take two boxes and go where her spirit was, and 
bring it back to her body, charging them, that when they had got her 
spirit they must not open the box till they arrived at the place 
where the body was. They did so, but just before they arrived, they 
concluded to open the box so as to look in and see her, and then shut 
it again; but while doing this, the spirit escaped, and then the fate of 
all men was decided that they must die.+ 

It is also stated that anciently the Cherokee supposed a number of be- 
ings, more than two, some have conjectured three, came down and made 
the world. They then attempted to make a man and woman of two 
rocks. They fashioned them, but while attempting to make them live, 
another being came and spoiled their work so that they could not suc- 
ceed. They then made a man and a woman of red clay, and being made 
of clay, they were mortal; but had they been made of rock, they would 
have lived for ever. Others, however, ascribed their mortality to 
another cause. Soon after the creation, it is said, one of the family 
was bitten by a serpent and died. All possible means were used to 
bring back his life, but in vain. Being overcome in this first instance, 


(* We have been kindly furnished with these very curious traditions gleaned by 
the learned author during his residence in the Cherokee country, where he had the 
best opportunity of learning the history of the early faith, superstitions, and customs 
of these Indians. Mr. Payne contemplates furnishing, at no distant day, a work 
which he has commenced on this subject, embracing an account of ancient festivals, 
rites, and religious theories, which must prove highly interesting and valuable.) 

tYv, wi, yo, ku. 
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the whole race were doomed to follow, not only to death, but to eter- 
nal misery. ‘These beings having created the earth, the man and wo- 
man, then made the sun and moon, and constituted them gods, to have 
the entire control and management of every thing then made, and pro- 
ceed in the work till the creation was complete. These beings having 
employed seven days in their work, returned to their own place above, 
and paid no farther attention to the earth they had created. Of their 
lace above, no one has any knowledge but themselves. 

It was by others declared that the supreme creators having in seven 
days created the sun and moon, and given form to the earth, returned 
to their own abode on high,—a place known only to themselves,— 
where they remain in entire rest—leaving the sun and moon to finish 
and rule the world, about which they gave themselves no further con- 
cern. Hence, whenever the believers in this system offer a prayer to 
their creator, they mean by the creator either the sun or moon. As 
to which of these two was supreme, there appears to have been a wide 
difference of opinion. In some of their ancient prayers they speak of 
the sun as a male, and consider, of course, the moon as a female. In 
others, however, they invoke the sun as the female, and the moon as 
the male; because, as they say, the moon is vigilant and travels at 
night. But both sun and moon, as we have before said, are addressed 
as the creator. A prayer to the moon as the creator, will be found 
in a future page among the ceremonies in conjuring against a drought, 
where he (the moon) is supplicated to cast certain beads around the 
neck of his wife, the sun, and darken her face, that clouds may come 
from the mountains. While, in one of the most ancient prayers, to be 
repeated early in the morning, when going to the water, the sun—de- 
signated under the title of creator—is implored to grant them a long 
and blissful life here, as their only place of happiness; and in many in- 
stances a request is added to this creator to take their spirit and bear 
it with him until he has ascended to the meridian, that is, until noon, 
and then restore it to them. The same prayer, with the exception of 
the last clause, was also repeated at night. The expression, a, ke, yv, 
ku, gv,—squa, ne, lv, nv, hi, sun, my creator, is also often found 
among their ancient prayers; as we have elsewhere mentioned con- 
cerning the supplication for assistance in obtaining the love of a de- 
sired female; and indeed it is plain that the sun was generally consi- 
dered superior in their devotions. To him they first appealed to give 
efficacy to the roots and herbs they sought for medicine. If, however, 
the plants failed to cure, they considered the moon—not the sun—as 
having caused the sickness, and so turned for succour to the moon. 
Nevertheless, at every new moon, as will be found in our notices upon 
that subject, they paid special homage to the moon, entreating him, as 
they then expressed themselves, to take care of them during his term. 

Besides the sun and moon, they had many inferior deities; but the 
sun and moon were considered as supreme over the lower creation, 





446 Quarterly Register and Magazine. [Dec., 


and all the rest as having been made by them, subject to their direc- 
tion, and employed in their service. To each special duties were pre- 
scribed. 

The most active and efficient agent appointed by the sun and moon 
to take care of mankind, was supposed to be fire ; when, therefore, any 
special favour was needed, it was made known to fire, accompanied by 
an offering. It was considered as the intermediate being nearest to 
the sun, and received the same sort of homage from the Cherokee as 
the same element did from the eastern magi. This was extended to 
smoke. Smoke was deemed fire’s messenger, always in readiness to 
convey the petition on high. A child, immediately after birth, was 
sometimes waved over fire. Children woul! be brought before fire, 
and its guardian care entreated for them. Hunters, also, would wave 
their moccasins and leggings over fire to secure protection from snakes; 
and it was a custom, in very remote times, for the same reason, to put 
chickens, as soon as hatched, into a kind of open basket and wave them 
over fire. 

There are old Cherokee who consider fire as having first descended 
direct from above. Others pretend that after crossing the wide wa- 
ters, they sent back for it to the man of fire, from whom a little was 
conveyed over by a spider wrapped in her web. It was thenceforth, 
they say, kept in their original national heptagon, or rather in a hole 
or cave dug under it; but this edifice being captured by enemies and de- 
stroyed, the fire was lost; although many suppose it only sunk deeper in 
the ground to avoid unhallowed eyes, and still exists there. Since its 
disappearance, new fire has always been made at particular times, and 
with various ceremonies, which are mentioned under their appropriate 
heads elsewhere, and are continued to the present hour. 

It is also stated among the older Cherokee that the creator,—sup- 
posed in this case to mean Te, ho, waah,—who supervises the affairs 
of the universe, and whose abode is in the centre of the sky immedi- 
ately over head, in the beginning directed certain lines to points upon 
the earth, which white men express by the words north, south, east, 
and west. ‘To each of these respective points he sent newly created 
beings of a different colour. In the north was placed the blue man; 
in the west, the region which is called the region of the setting sun, 
the black man was placed, who is called Ewe, kah, waisk, hee,—the 
fearless; and to the south was sent the white man, the man of purity 
and peace,—but the first, and the original of all, was the red man; he 
was placed in the east, (supposed to signify the sun.) These first 
four beings are now existing on high as the vicegerents of the great 
supreme, and the mediators between him and their posterity, of whom 
the red man (the sun) was the first created. To these four beings is power 
now given over the world, as agents of the great being of all. ‘To 
each one of them our first supplications are to be addressed in regular 
succession. Whatever is addressed to the black man, the fearless, will 
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forthwith be attended to; and for all that relates to goodness, the 
white man is to be invoked; but over all of them the creator reigns su- 
preme, enthroned above in the centre of these four points. His eye at 
once beholds them and us. He knows every thing which each and all 
in this world can do or think; and he best knows what may for each 
be best. To him, after first invoking the man of the east, (the sun,) 
and the man of the north, and the man of the west, and the man of the 
south, to him, the greatest and the head of all, must be offered up our 
final, and the most fervent of our prayers.* 

The beginning of one of these prayers was with much difficulty 
drawn by the writer of these pages from one of the most aged and in- 
telligent of the Cherokee, who is since dead. He was in the habit of 
using it himself, and regarded it with special veneration. Of course it 
is impossible to render it literally into English; but where it bas be- 
come necessary to convey the meaning by paraphrase, it has been done 
after conscientious study and consultation with natives well versed in 
our tongue. Brief as the passage is, it contains, in the original, some 
words of the ‘old Janguage,”” which we have already refer.ed to, and 
which words are now grown obsolete. Among them, not the least 
remarkable is ** Ho, yannah,’”’ with which it commences. The suppli- 
cant ascended by himself, at sunrise, to the top of a high mountain, 
and there began a long invocation, as follows: 

“ Hoyannah to thee, oh, almighty one! Hear my prayer; the prayer 
of him who is of the acorn (by another interpreted holly) clan! I 
have purified my feet from the dust of the earth on which I am a 
dweller, until they are white enough to bear me to the high places, 
even above the tree tops, where I may commune with thee undisturbed 
by aught which can interrupt my attention; for there, minds encounter 
no obstruction from the things of the world, but can look straight at 
thee, and behold thee clearly. Shake not from thee our minds, oh, 
almighty one! ours of the seven clans of the red clay. Thou hast 
already driven off from him who now supplicates before thy throne 
the power of the evil bewilderer of slumbering hearts; and in so doing, 
for mine thou hast shown love. Continue that guardian love, oh, al- 
mighty one! and suffer not my heart to fall away from its deyoted- 
ness to thee!” 

_In the foregoing, something of the sun worship, as stated at the be- 
ginning of this section, would seem to be traceable; but with modifi- 
cations. Here, for example, the supreme intelligence still directly su- 
pervises human affairs, which is not supposed in the earlier form. The 
other beings who share with the red man (the sun) in the govern- 
ment of the earth, it is somewhat difficult to explain. It is found, 
however, and especially of late years, that almost every one of those 
in the nation who bears the name of conjurer, forms his own mytholo- 
gy, and falsifies the earlier. ‘Thus it happens that the four beings just 


* Sick, ah, tow, ah, through two interpreters, to the author. 
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invoked as men, are sometimes prayed to as four dogs,—the great 
black dog of the west, and so on. 

Various other fantastical imaginations are found among the Chero- 
kee; from which we proceed to select those which appear to be the 
least recent. 

A female, for example, is held in special honour, and identified with 
Indian corn or maize. Most of the all night dances refer in some way 
to her, as did some of the ceremonies in the green corn festival. A 
legend in relation to her will be given in another place. A female 
called “the woman of the east,” is also mentioned with much reve- 
rence. Allusion will be found to her in an appropriate part of our 
proposed work. 

Thunder was adored; or rather thunders, for there was supposed to 
be many, stationed, or dwelling, in different places, each charged with 
a specific duty. A very exemplary Cherokee, after having fasted se- 
ven days, it is said, went to the top of a stupendously high mountain 
while it was thundering, and there saw the beings whence the thun- 
der came.* 

They paid a sort of veneration to the morning star also; but rather 
as an object of fear. They say that long ago a very wicked conjurer 
committed murders by withcraft. The Cherokee combined to slay 
him. Hearing of their purpose, the conjurer gathered his shining in- 
struments of mischief, and flew upward to a certain height, where, 
pausing, his apparatus made him seem a star. He then became fixed 
to his position in the sky, and is prayed to, and assists all who desire 
to kill others by witchcraft; or bewitches any proposed victim, and 
does the killing for the applicant himself. 

The cluster, usually termed the seven stars, was regarded with pe- 
culiar reverence. We have not met with any prayers addressed to it, 
but there is a wild legend of its having sprung from a family of eight 
boys, brothers, who were wont to steal into the town council house 
and beat the drum which was kept there for public solemnities. Some 
of the elders of the tribe reproving them, they took offence, and seizing 
the drum, darted upward with it, beating it in defiance as they as- 
cended. On the way, however, one of them came down with a fall so 
hard that his head struck deep into the ground. He was transformed 
into a cedar. The tree is to stand for ever. It has the peculiar pro- 
perty that whenever bruised or cut, it bleeds like a human being. The 
rest of the seven brothers mounted as high as they desired, and then 
became seven stars. This narrative is, no doubt, allegorical, but no 
clue can be found to its signification now. 

There are many other celestial objects denominated ancients, and 
varying in figure, colour, and office. They are said to be stationed in 
different parts of the firmament, and prayers are frequently directed to 
them. May not these have been at first distinguished persons, whom 
after death the people deified? 


* The same worship also existed in Peru. 
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Certain birds and creeping things also received homage; but only as 
intermediators, never as objects of direct power or worship. 

A curious account of a very remarkable crystal,” or divining stone, 
used in ancient times by the Cherokee, is given in the introduction to 
the chapter on festivals. The author remarks: “We have thought it 
convenient that it should be preceded by some particulars regarding a 
sort of talisman which was uniformly employed on all solemn occa- 
sions, and for which no title more significant occurs to us than that of 
the divining crystal. Under this name, therefore, we propose to relate 
all that we have gathered upon the subject.” 

The divining crystal formed a very essential part of the apparatus of 
the ancient Cherokee priest; and though it does not seem to have been 
always a portion of his dress, it was indispensable to his vocation. 
The Cherokee name for it was Ooh,} ling, sah ran, which signifies, 
Light that pierces through, as through a glass. Light, simply, is J, 
ka, ka, ti; but Ooh, lung, sah, tah, is more significant, and implies 
both a light piercing quite through what it falls upon, and a light con- 
veying through the substance of which it is composed instruction to 
the observer. So sacred was this stone, that it was death for any one 
who had not been sanctified and initiated for the purpose, to touch it. 
The priest would sometimes wear it on his breast suspended by a string, 
but always hidden from view,—the Oole, stool, eeh, at the 1h, tawh, 
hungh, nah,—that is, propitiation, or cementation festival, as will be 
seen in a future page, and the Aska, yu, gu, sti, qua, or great warrior 
alone excepted. ‘The latter hung it by a string round his neck, 
wrapped in a weasel skin, dressed entire. If the warrior was killed in 
battle, it was the first aim of his own warriors to snatch the crystal 
from his bosom and guard it reverently; but it was the first object of 
the foe to wrench it away and crush it between two stones. All who 
earried the talisman, the great warrior, as we have before said, only 
excepted, concealed even the knowledge of the place about them where 
it was worn. Such as were not borne about the person of a priest, 
were treasured up in a holy box or ark, or carefully folded in seven 
deers’ skins. 

Accounts are given of five different sizes of this talisman. It was 
in shape a hexagon, and composed of crystalline quartz; but many 
persons fancy that this was only a substitute for diamond, which, in 
the earlier times is said to have been its material. How the supposed 
magical properties were imparted to it is not explained; we only know 
that each priest was possessed of one, and that all sizes were consulted 
with equal confidence, and held in equal honour. 

The larger of these crystals was used for divining the results of war. 
The ceremonies on those occasions will be described under their appro- 
priate heads. 


: *Similar crystals were sacred among the Australians.—See Gray’s Australia, 
rol. Il. 


{ The first syllable pronounced like the Ao in the word who. 
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The crystals used by civil priests were of a size smaller than the 
one employ ed in divinations regarding war. The former were a 
to ascertaining whether sickness was to be apprehended either by a 
individual, or family, or town. When sought for that purpose, a sa- 
crifice was first offered. This being over, the stone was so set either 
upon seven deers’ skins folded, or on a post covered with fawn skin, 
or in some crevice of a house, as to catch the first rays of the morning 
sun. If the omen were favourable, a bright and unclouded blaze 
would appear in the stone; but if unpropitious, the stone woul look 
blue and smoky, and just as many would die as appeared lying in its 
right side. The crystal was consulted for the same potpane by the 
people, in large bodies, on certain occasions. For example, on the 
great ioon, as it is called; that is, the first autumnal moon, at whict 
the ancient Cherokee commenced their civil year. This time being 
come, before sunrise in the morning, the priest of each town would 
gather all the men, wemen, and children of the place into one builiing, 
and seating them in rows with their faces turned towards the east, 
would open a crack in that side of the place, and so set his divining 
crystal there as to catch the rays of the rising sun. Receding about 
four feet, with his eyes rivetted on the stone, and his face turned to- 
wards the sun, he would make a prayer. As he would pray, it is as- 
serted that the crystal became brighter and brighter, till a brightness 
as dazzling as that from a mirror with the glare of midday full upon it, 
would first strike the under side of the roof, and then moving back and 
forth, and then descending lower and lower; it would at length glance 
towards the people as they sat. Over such as were to die before th 
return of another quarterly new moon, the light would pass without 
the least illumination of their persons. Credible witnesses of this su- 
perstition aver that they have actually known instances wherein this 
brightness has failed to rest on those it passed among, who have al! 
died before the termination of the following three months. During thes: 
ceremonies, the priest never touches the crystal; he simply stands by 
and repeats his prayers. 

The crystal used for recovering things lost or stolen, was less than 
either of the former. After setting the talisman in the sun, and praying 
for instruction, the priest would see the object init, together with the thie. 

That employed in reference to hunting was of a still lesser size. 
After an appropriate prayer, and an advantegeous a tjustinent of the 
crystal in the morning sunlight, if a buck were to be killed, it would b 
seen in the stone; if a doe, a tinge of blood would appear; but if no- 
thing, there would be no change. When used during the actual chosé 
it would be fixed on a stool at the river bank, covered with seven fo'ded 
deer skins; and success was inferred from the appearance in Ii of @ 
multitude of deers’ horns; or failure from that of few or none. 

The smallest crystal of the five was employed to ascertain the ! 
of life. If the inquirer was to attain old age, a figure would be seen 
in it with gray hair and a long white beard. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY. 


CONSTITUTION OF NEW YORK. 
BY HON. B. F. BUTLER. 


The change from one system of social economy to another is 
often accomp lished by convulsions as great as those ‘which mark the 
first transition from chaotic confusion to a state of established order. 
We are apt to expect some decay in prevailing forces, some dissolution 
of existing restraints, before those that are destined to succeed them 
can assume vitality and vigour; between the laws that have just expired 
and those that have just been created, an interval without law; a pause 
to commemorate the passage from the one era to the other, by its in- 
dependence of both; a period of disorganization unchecked by past 
legislation or present authority; a crisis of abuse which previous wrongs 
could scarcely justify, and subsequent reforms hardly atone for. But 
the change which we are now contemplating has been accompanied by 
no such disastrous effects. It has proceeded with much of the physi- 
cal stillness and something of the moral grandeur which attend the 
great processes of nature. Demanded by the exigencies of a free peo- 
ple: controlled by their active will; established by their deliberate 
sanction; whatever may be our individual Opinions as to its present 
value or possible results, it is a fresh illustration of the force and dig- 
nity of republican institutions. It teaches, with a new emphasis of 
cheering encouragement and significant warning, the yreat lessons of 
American freedom— change without violence; progress without dis- 
order; revolution without anarchy. 

As we look more closely at the new edifice, and its various parts, 
we are instinctively led to compare it with that in whose place it 
stan’s. Nor are we content thus to limit our examination. We would 
visit the original foundation; trace the history of the successive super- 
structures; and note the times and the persons, when and by whom, 
the corner stones were laid, and the several fabrics erected or demo- 
lished, altered or renewed. We would mark the form and style of 
each, and make some attempt to ascertain its value, and to determine 
the merits of its authors. 

Aside from the pleasure which a liberal curiosity may derive from 
these inquiries, they answer one of the highest ends of historical 1 
search. The organic laws of a community, and the changes whic rf 
from time to time are made in them, are the most authentic proofs of 
its civilization —the most instructive monuments of its progress. * * * 

At the commencement of the re volutionary struggle, the wants and 
me ilses of the times brought into existence, in this colony as well as 

1 the others, governments by congresses and committees, informal 
al temporary, in character and duration. As the conflict went on, 
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and the hope of reconciliation with the king and parliament declined, 
the patriots and sages who, at first, thought only of defending their 
natural and chartered liberties, were forced to contemplate the pros- 

ct of a final separation, and to provide for the ground of absolute 
independence. Accordingly, on the 15th of May, 1776, a resolution 
was passed by the Continental Congress, then sitting at Philadelphia, 
by which it was recommended to the respective assemblies and conyen- 
tions of the United Colonies, where no government sufficient to the 
exigencies of their affairs had been established, to adopt such govern- 
ment as should, in the opinion of the representatives of the people, “ best 
conduce to the happiness and safety of their constituents in particular, 
and America in general.” 

Of the thirteen original colonies, all, except Connecticut and Rhode 
Island, pursued the course thus recommended. The charters of these 
two colonies reserved to the crown no control over the acts of internal 

olicy emanating from the colonial legislative bodies, nor even any share 
in the executive power; the acts of the former did not require the royal 
sanction, and the latter was chosen by the colonists themselves; no- 
thing, therefore, was necessary to their convenient action as states, but 
the casting off of their dependence on Great Britain. 

The constitution of Virginia, which was the first in the order of 
time, was adopted on the 12th of June, 1776. New Jersey, Maryland, 
and North Carolina, following her example, completed their constitu- 
tions during the same year. The constitution of New York was the 
fifth in the series; having been finally adopted on the 20th of April, 
1777. 

The Provincial Congress of New York, elected in April, 1776, as- 
sembled in the city of New York, a few days after the passage of the 
resolution of the Continental Congress, mentioned above. 

They proceeded, without delay, to consider this resolution. It was 
fully discussed, and on its true grounds. It was treated as involving, 
substantially, the question of independence. Gouverneur Morris, then 
a delegate for the county of Westchester, appears, though one of the 
youngest members, to have taken a leading part in this debate; and, 
as may be seen by the extracts from his speech, in the work of Mr. 
Sparks, he strongly argued the duty and necessity of abandoning, for 
ever, the phantom of reconciliation, and of seeking peace, liberty, and 
security by a new and independent movement. Being, however, of 
opinion, that the Congress had not the power to enter on the plan of a 
new government, he proposed that a committee should be appointed, 
to draw up a notice to the people, recommending the election of dele- 
gates, for the express purpose of assembling and forming a new go- 
vernment. Other members thought, and of this opinion was a majo- 
rity of the house, that the subject should be referred to a committee, 
to consider and report thereon; and a resolution to this effect was ac- 
cordingly adopted. The committee, on the 27th of May, reported, 
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that the right of framing or new-modelling civil government belonged 
to the people; and that as doubts existed of the authority of the Pro- 
vincial Congress to form a new government, the people should be 
called together to express their sentiments on the subject, by the usual 
mode of election. 

This report is worthy of special notice, as one of the earliest and 
most explicit expositions of the doctrine of the popular sovereignty 
put forth in this state. It was approved by the Congress; and on the 
3ist of May, this body passed a series of resolutions prepared by Mr. 
Jay, calling on the people of the several counties to elect deputies to 

, new Congress, with power to establish a form of government. 

The general movement towards independence, was now proceeding 
with such strength and swiftness, that before the sense of the people 
New York could be taken, the Provincial Congress was obliged to 
antic ip ate, In some degre e, the action it had invited. 

The convention of Virginia had passed a resolution on the 22d of 
May, instructing the representatives of Virginia in the Continental 
Congress, to bring forward and sustain a proposition for declaring the 
United Colonies free and independent states. 

On the 7th of June, the delegates from Virginia made such a mo- 
tion, which was discussed on the 8th and 10th. As it then appeared, 
(to use the language of Mr. Jefferson,) ‘that the Colonies of New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, De laware, and Maryland, were not 
matured for falling from the parent stem, but they were fast edvanci ing 
to that state; it was thought most prudent to wait awhile for them, 
and to postpone the final decision to the first of July, but that this 
might occasion as little delay as possible, a committee was appointed 
to prepare a Declaration of Independence.’ 

This committee reported on the 28th of June; and, as is well known 
to every American, the immortal declaration was adopted on the 4th 
f July, 

In the mean time, delegates had been elected in the several counties 
f this state, who were to meet in the city of New York on the 8th 

f July. Before that dé iy, Sir William Howe arrived at Sandy Hook 
with a British fleet and army ; and the city of New York, w hich had 
or some time been occupied ‘by Washington and the American troops, 
became the immediate centre of the great military operations about to 
ensue. The new Congress, unable to assemble in the city, came to- 
gether at White Plains, and at the moment of its meeting, received 
official notice of the decisive step which had been taken at Philadelphia. 
Its first acts (July 9th) were to pass, by unanimous vote, a resolution 
approving the Declaration of Indey pendence, and to order its publication 
throug! iout the State. It then changed its title from that of the 
“Provincial Congress of the Colony of New York,” to that of the 
“Convention of the representatives of the state of New York;’’ 
nd in view of the new exigencies pressing upon the country, immedi- 
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ately took measures for relieving the city, and for maintaining, }), 
military power and by all the influence it could exert, the cause of |- 
berty and independence. 

These duties compelled the convention to defer its entrance on th: 
special labour for which it had assembled, until the Ist of August, whe 
a committee was appointed to draw up and report a constitution 
Joun Jay was the chairman of this committee; and the duty of pre- 
paring the draft appears to have been assigned to him. But he was 
also chairman of the committee of safety appointed by the convention, 
and with his associates in both bodies, was engaged day and night i: 
the toils and cares of that most perilous conjuncture. 

The convention, acting sometimes in this character, and sometin: 
as a general committee of safety, watching the progress of military 
events, and migrating from place to place, sat, successiv ely, at Whit 
Plains, Haerlem, Fishkill, and finally, from February, 1777, to May 
in that year, at Kingston. While at Fishkill, the members supplici 
themselves with arms and ammunition for their defence in case the 
British or their armed adherents, of whom there were many, should as- 
sail them in their retreat. Like the high-souled Hebrew leader and 
his brave companions, these equally fearless builders “had every on: 
his sword girded by his side, and so builded.” 

On the 12th of March, 1777, the committee reported the draft of « 
constitution, which, on the 20th of April, 1777, was adopted by th: 
convention. Though more than a month intervened between the re- 
port and the final vote, the convention was compelled to give to |! 
subject a very hurried consideration. Mr. Jay, the chief author of th 
draft, ascribes to this circumstance the striking out of some provisions 
which he regarded as important, and the insertion of others which b 
deemed objectionable. 

The constitution, as finally adopted by the convention, bears, on its 
face, many of the intellectual and moral traits of its principal author 
It begins with a preamble ia which are set forth in explicit terms, ¢! 
causes which demanded the erection of a new government; the severa 
steps taken for the purpose, under the sanction of the continenta! Con 
gress, by the people of New York; and the authority of the conven- 
tion to represent them in this solemn and momentous work. Among 
other things, it recites at large the Declaration of Independence, a 
the unanimous resolution of the convention of the 9th of July, 1776 
approving the declaration and pledging the colony to its support. -\ 
a consequence of this measure and of the other matters thus recited 
the preamble concludes, that all power whatever, in the state of New 
York, “hath reverted to the people thereof; ”’ and that the conven! 
having been appointed by their suffrages and free choice, is authoriz 
to institute and establish for the good people of the state, a new f 
of government. 

By its first article the constitution declared, that no authority should 
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on any pretence whatever, be exercised in the state, but such as should 
be derived from, and granted by the people. 

It then proceeded to vest the legislative power in a senate and as- 
sembly —the members of the former body, twenty-four in number, 
being chosen from four senate districts into which the state was divide d, 
for four years, from and by the freeholders of the district pe geo ; 
posse ‘ssed of freeholds of the value of £100 (250) over and above 
incumbrances; and of the latter, who were to be at least seventy in 
number, for one year, from and by the inhabitants of the respective 
counties, possessing freeholds of the value of twenty pounds, or rent- 
ing tenements of the yearly value of twenty shillings and paying 
taxes. Provision was made for incre asing both branches with the in- 
crease of population, but the senate was never to exceed one bentieli 
nor the assembly three hundred. 

The executive power was vested in a governor, and as his substitute, 
a lieutenant governor, to be chosen by ballot, by and from the free- 
holders qualified to vote for senators, for three years ; and the judicial, 
ina chancellor, and judges of the supreme court, and first judges of 
counties, to hold respectively during good behaviour until the age of 
sixty years, and in other courts, judges and inferior magistrates, hold- 
ing at the pleasure of the appointing power. 

A court of last resort and for the trial of impeachments, was formed 
on the principle of the English house of Lords, and of the colonial 
council. It was to be composed of the lieutenant governor, the sena- 
tors, the chancellor, and the judges of the supreme court; the chan- 
cellor having no voice in the determination of appeals from his decrees, 
nor the judges in that of writs of error. 

The appointing power was vested in a council of appointment; con- 
‘isting of four senators selected annually by the assembly, who, with 
the governor, were to form the council. To this body was given the 
power of appointing and removing, at pleasure, all officers in the state, 
except the chancellor, judges of the supreme court and first judges of 
counties. 

To prevent the passage of laws inconsistent with the spirit of the 
constitution, or with the public good, there was established, a council 
f revision, composed of the governor, the chancellor, and the judges 
if the supreme court, in which was vested the power of negativing all 
icts passed by the senate and assembly; the veto of the Council being 
ibsolute , except when the bill should be repassed by a vote of two- 
thirds of each house. 

The con stitution, after reciting that the opinion had long prevailed 
mong the people of New York, that voting by ballot would tend 
more to promote the liberty and freedom of the people, than voting 
viva voce, directed the legislature after the termination of the war, 
to prescribe by law the mode of voting for senators and representa- 
tives in the house of asse mbly, by ballot ; with power to recur to the 
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former mode, if, after a full and fair experiment, it should be thought 
best so todo. But during the war with Great Britain, all votes for 
those officers, were to be given viva voce. 

It was provided that such parts of the common law of England, and 
of the statute law of England and Great Britain, and of the. colony of 
New York, as, together, formed the law of the colony on the {‘t}, 
day of April, 1775 5, (the day of the battle of Lexington,) should con- 
tinue subject to alteration by the legislature, to be the law of New 
York; except that all such parts of the common and statute Jaw, as 
might be construed to establish or maintain any particular denomina- 
tion of Christians, or their ministers, as well as those which concerned 
the allegiance before yielded to, and the sovereignty claimed by th. 
king of Great Britain, or were otherwise repugnant to the constitution, 
were expressly abrogated and rejected. 

Grants by the king of Great Britain, after the 14th of October, 
1775, were declared to be void; but those made by him or his prede- 
cessors, before that day, were preserved. 

To prevent frauds upon the natives, the power of making Indian 
purchases was so limited, as to make the authority and consent of th 
legislature necessary to their validity. 

Besides abrogating such parts of the common and statute law as gay 
any preference to any particular church, the constitution also express!) 
declared, that the free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession 
and worship, without discrimination or preference, should be for eve) 
allowed within the state, Tro ALL MANKIND. This clause was precede: 
by a preamble, expressed with remarkable energy and point: 

“We are required,” (say the convention as their reason for the ar- 
ticle,) “ we are required, by the benevolent principles of rational liberty, 
not only to expel civil tyranny, but also to guard against that spiritual 
oppression and intolerance, wherewith the bigotry and ambition of weak 
and wicked priests and princes have scourged mankind.” 

In contrast, as has been thought in later times, with this liberality, 
is the next clause, in which, after reciting that “the ministers of thi 
—, are, by their profession, dedicated to the service of God and th 
cure of F aanile. and ought not to be diverted from the great duties o! 
their function,” the constitution provides, that “ there fore, no minister 
of the gospel, or priest of any denomination whatsoever, shall, at an) 
time hereafter, under any pretence or description whatever, be eligib! 
to, or capable of holding, any civil or military office or place within 
this state.” 

The constitution contained no formal bill of rights; but besides the 
full protection of religious freedom already mentioned, the right of tria! 
by jury was made inviolate; acts of attainder, except for crimes com- 
mitted during the then existing war, were prohibited; no person was 
to be disfranchised, unless by the law of the land or the judgment o! 
his peers; quakers were to be excused from military service on paying 
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an equivalent in money ; freedom of debate in the legislative bodies 
was secured ; parties impeached, or indicted for crimes were to be al- 
lowed counsel as in civil cases; town officers and other officers before 
eligible by the people, were to continue so; and the legislature were 
forbidden to institute any new court, except such as should proceed ac- 
cording to the course of the common law. 

Finally—the legislature were authorized to pass naturalization laws; 
but persons of foreign birth were to take an oath of allegiance to this 
state, and to abjure all allegiance and subjection to all and every fo- 
reign potentate and state, in all matters ecclesiastical as well as civil. 

The freehold qualification required of voters for governor, lieutenant- 
governor and senators, was found, as the population of the state in- 
creased, to operate injuriously. Large portions of the people, many 
of them persons of great intelligence and possessed of personal pro- 
perty, or of interests in lands less than freeholds, far exceeding the 
value of the freehold demanded by the constitution, were, so far as 
regarded the choice of these officers, practically diabrenshined. The 
injustice and impolicy of this exclusion attracted more and more of 
the public attention, and in the year 1820, became a prominent topic 
of discussion. As relief could only be obtained by an amendment of 
the constitution, and as there was then no way of effecting such an 
amendment but by the call of a convention, the friends of reform made 
this measure their rallying point, and pressed it with such earnestness, 
that on the 13th of March, 1821, an act recommending a convention 
of the people of the state, was passed by the legislature. 

This act authorized the taking of the sense of the electors on the 
question whether a convention should be held; and in case of a deci- 
sion in the affirmative, provided for the choosing and assembling of 
delegates. Such being the decision, a convention was accordingly 
chosen, and in August, 1821, it entered upon its duties. 

The delegates to this body immediately resolved to take up the 
whole constitution, with the view not only of making the particular 
amendments so loudly called for by their constituents, but of giving 
the instrument a thorough revision. It soon became evident, that to 
carry out the views of the convention, it would be necessary to pre- 
pare an entirely new constitution. . This was accordingly done; and 
the instrument, on being submitted to the people, was approved by a 
large majority of votes, ‘and came into full effect on the first of January, 
1823 

By this instrument, which was arranged in a lucid order, and ex- 
pressed, for the most part, in a neat and ] perspicuous style, the general 
frame of the government was retained; but the changes in some of its 
most material arrangements were 1 many and smportant. 

The number of the senators was retained at 32, and the term of ser- 
vice was unaltered; but the number of the senate districts was doubled, 
the state being divided, for the election of senators, and also for judi- 
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cial purposes, into eight districts. The house of assembly was fixe:| 
at 128. The numbers of these two branches, as thus settled, stil] re- 
main. 

The compensation of members of the legislature was permanent], 
fixed; they were prohibited from receiving civil appointments from th, 
governor and senate, or the legislature ; officers of the federal goverp- 
ment were prohibited from sitting in either house; and the le gislature 
were empowered to remove, by a vote of two-thirds of the assembly, 
and a majority of the senate, the highest judicial officers. All thes 
provisions have been retained in the constitution of 1546. 

The term of service of the governor and lieutenant-governor was re- 
duced to two years; the council of revision was abolished; an th 
qualified veto power, before possessed by that board, vested in the go- 
vernor. These provisions remain in force. 

The right of suffrage, (except as to persons of colour,) was place! 
on a new and enlarged basis. The freehold qualifications prescribe: 
by the constitution of 1777 were abolished; but the payment of taxes, 
or some equivalent contribution to the public service, was still required. 
In 1826, this article was amended so as to require only citizenship, in- 
habitancy, and residence—thus introducing, in effect, universal suf- 
frage, which yet exists. 

Men of colour (except when citizens of three years’ standing, owners 
of freeholds of the value of $250, and tax payers,) were prohibited 
from voting. This arrangement, though a provision for its alteration 

was separately submitted, by the convention of 1846, to the decisio: 
of the people, remains unaltered.® 


* At the time of framing the constitution of 1777, there were few or no free _per- 
sons of colour, possessed of the qualifications required of voters, within the stat 
and the question, whether the right of suffrage should be confined to white persons 
seems not to have arisen. By the act of February 22d, 1788, new facilities w: 
provided for the manumission of slaves. Under its operation, the number of fre: 
persons of colour continued to increase from year to year; and as these persons, why 
possessed of the requisite qualifications, were entitled to vote, the number of elec 
tors of colour increased in almost equal proportion, though it remained smal! un! 
after 1817. The act of March 2)th, 1799, provided for the gradual abolition of s!a- 
very, by declaring that every child born after the 4th of July, 1799, of a slave. 
should be free—if a male, on attaining the age of 28 years, and if a female, on at- 
taining the age of 25. By this law, a large number of persons of colour became 
free in 1817; and thus the number of coloured voters was largely increased. Th 
act of March 3lst, 1817, declared that after the 4th of July 1827, every coloured per- 
son born defore July 4th, 1799, should be free—thus completing the abolition of s!a- 
very within this state. The convention of 1821—in view of the rapid increase o! 
free coloured persons, by the operation of these laws, and by immigration from othe: 
states, and of the inexpediency of intrusting the right of suffrage to a class practi- 
cally ineligible to even the humblest office, and doomed by positive enactment, a 
well as the stronger Jaw of public opinion, to a degrading social inferiority—thought 
it necessary to insert in the constitution the prohibitory clause mentioned in t! 
text; and the like reasons, it may be presumed, led to the rejection of the amen 
ment submitted by the convention of 1846. As a consequence of their exclusio 
from the list of voters, the constitutions of 182i and 1846 carefully provide, tha’ 
persons of colour shall not be subject to direct taxation, unless seised and possesse 
of real estate sufficient to entitle them to vote. 
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r It was provided that all elections by the citizens should be by bal- 
lot, except for such town officers as might, by law, be directed to be 
otherwise chosen. This provision is retained. 

The appointing power was placed on an entirely new footing. The 
council of appointment was abolished. Militia officers, except a few 
of the highest grades, were made elective. The appointment of the 
higher judicial officers was assigned to the governor with the consent 
of the senate. Justices of the peace were to be appointed by the 
boards of supervisors and the county judges; a provision which was 
altered in 1826, when these officers were made elective. 

The secretary of state, and other state officers, were to be appointed 
by the senate and assembly. Sheriffs, coroners, and clerks of counties 
were made elective; and they so continue. 

The higher courts were empowered, as in the constitution of 1777, 
to appoint their own clerks. Local officers were, in some cases, made 
appointable by local authorities, and a discretionary power was given 
to the legislature, to fix the manner in which officers not specially pro- 
vided for in the constitution should be elected or appointed. In the 
exercise of this power, the appointment of many administrative officers 
was afterwards devolved, by law, upon the governor and senate— 
thus greatly enlarging the patronage of the former, and making more 
close the connexion of the latter with the appointing power. 

All these provisions, except such as gave the appointing power to 
the people, or to local authorities, have been swept away by the con- 
stitution of 1846. 

The constitution of 1821 retained the court of chancery, the su- 
preme court, and the court for the correction of errors, as established 
in 1777; except that the judges of the supreme court were relieved 
from circuit duties. 

The official tenure of the higher judicial officers, as fixed by the con- 
stitution of 1777, was retained; but they were sande removeable by 
joint resolution of the senate and assembly , to be passed with the con- 
currence of two-thirds of the latter, and a majority of the former. The 
like power of removal is contained in the constitution of 1846. 

For the trial of issues of fact, and of criminal cases, and for such 
equity jurisdiction as the legislature might assign to them, eight cir- 
cuit judges were created. This arrangement was soon found to be in- 
adequate, and as the state increased in population, the deficiency be- 
came more and more apparent, until, in 1845, it formed one of the chief 
necessities for calling a new convention. 

The provisions of the constitution of 1777 for the security of perso- 
nal rights were retained; but as they were not deemed sufficiently com- 
prehensive, several new sections, mostly taken from the first amend- 
ments to the constitution of the U nited States, were added. These 
provisions, thus enlarged, are repeated in the constitution of 1846. 

Provision was wisely made for further amendments without the 
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agency of a convention. Amendments might be proposed in eithe; 
house. If agreed to by a majority of the members elected to eac) 
house, and by two-thirds of each house of the legislature next elected, 
they were then to be submitted to the people ; and if ratified by a ma- 
jority of the electors, to become a part of the constitution. In the 
mode thus prescribed, several amendments, some of which have been 
alluded to, were adopted by successive legislatures, approved by the 
people, and thus added to the constitution. 

The convention of 1846, had its origin in the failure of certain 
amendments on the subject of state debts and liabilities, proposed in 
1844, to obtain, in the following year, the assent of two-thirds of eac), 
house, though they commanded that of a majority of each. 

These amendments were directed to two objects: First, to confirm 
the pledges and guarantees of the memorable act of 1542, “to provi 
for paying the debts and preserving the credit of the state;” and se- 
condly, to limit and control the debt-contracting power of the legisla- 
ture. They had called out so general a discussion, and had been so 
favourably received by large portions of the people, and there was also 
so general a conviction that the judiciary establishments required a 
thorough re-organization, that the legislature of 1845, on the failure 
of the proposed amendments to receive the constitutional majority, 
passed an act recommending a convention to revise the constitution ; 
and directing the question, whether such a convention should be held, 
to be submitted to the people at the annual election in November, 1545. 
In the event of an affirmative decision, an election for delegates was to 
be held in April, 1846, and the delegates then elected were to assem- 
ble in June, 1846, for the execution of their trust. 

The people having decided for a convention, delegates were chosen 
and assembled. The result of their labours appeared, in due time, in 
the form of a new constitution, which, having been approved by a 
large majority of the people, is now, as to all matters within the circle 
of state sovereignty, the supreme law of the state, and of the three 
millions of souls dwelling within its bounds. 

All the provisions of the constitution of 1821, with the amendments 
made to it, by which the right of suffrage, and other civil rights, wer 
extended or more fully secured, are preserved in this instrument. It 
contains, in addition, many new provisions of the like nature, conceived 
in a still larger spirit of democratic liberty, and giving new efficacy 
and vigour to the popular will. 

Thus—the governor is no longer required to be either a native citi- 
zen or a freeholder; the general power of appointment before vested in 
him and the senate, is given directly to the people; and the legislature 
are authorized to confer on the board of supervisors, in the several 
counties, such further powers of local legislation and administration as 
they may prescribe. By these changes, and by other like provisions, 
the central power before existing at the seat of government is broken 
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up; the number of elective officers much increased; and the immediate 
agency of the people in the practical administration of the government, 
very greatly enlarged. 

The principle of these changes receives its boldest illustration in the 
establishment of an entirely new judiciary, elective in all its parts, and 
for short terms of service.* Clerks of courts, and district attorneys, 
and all judicial officers of cities and villages, are also to be chosen in 
the same way. The secretary of state, comptroller, treasurer, and at- 
torney general, instead of being appointed by the senate and assembly 
for three years, are also to be chosen by the people, and to hold for 
but two years. A state engineer and surveyor, canal commissioners, 
and inspectors of state prisons, are also to be chosen, and for short 
terms, by the people. 

All county officers, whose appointment is not otherwise provided 
for, are to be elected by the people, or to be appointed by the boards 
of supervisors, as the legislature may direct: and they may also direct 
all city, town, and village officers, whose appointment is not otherwise 
provided for, to be chosen by the electors of their respective municipa- 
lities. 

Along with these proofs of undoubting confidence in the people, 
there is displayed, throughout the whole instrument, a jealousy of their 
representatives, which has led to the forbidding of some powers before 
possessed by the legislature, and to the limiting of others yet intrusted 
to that body. The principle of responsibility on the part of legislators 
and of other public agents, is also more fully developed by bringing 


*Art. 6. The court forthe correction of errors, the court of chancery, the supreme 
and circuit courts, and, except in the city of New York, the county courts, as they 
existed under the constitution of 1821, are all abolished. In lieu of them, the con- 
stitution of 1846 creates, first—a court of appeals, to consist of eight judges, four to 
be elected by the electors of the state for eight years, and four to be selected from 
the class of justices of the supreme court having the shortest time to serve :—Se- 

ndly—a supreme court, having jurisdiction in law and equity, to consist of thirty- 
two justices, to be chosen in eight separate districts, the electors of each district 
choosing four; the justices first chosen to be classified, so that one justice in each 
district shall go out of office every two years; but every justice afterwards chosen 
is to hold for eight years; general terms of the court to be held, in the several dis- 
tricts, by three or more of the justices; and special terms of the court, and circuit 
courts, to be held by any one or more of the justices, any one er more of whom may 
also preside in courts of oyer and terminer;—and, thirdly, a county court, of civil 
jurisdiction, in each county, (except in New York, where the court of general ses- 
sions, the court of common pleas, and the superior court, are left in existence subject 
to the direction of the legislature,) to be held by a single judge, chosen by the elec- 
tors of the county for four years, which judge may be charged, by the legislature, 
with equity jurisdiction in special cases, and, in certain counties, with the duties of 
surrogate, and, with two justices of the peace, may hold courts of sessions of crimi- 
nal jurisdiction. Art. 6. §§ 2, 3, 4, 6, 12, 14; Art. 14. §12. It is much to be re- 
gretted that the new method of appointing judicial officers should be associated at its 
commencement with a judicial system, in many respects, not well arranged. The 
elections of 1847 have fully sustained the confidence reposed by the convention of 
1346 in the capacity of the people to select upright and able judges; but there seem 
to be defects in the system which no amount of ability or integrity in the judges can 
entirely overcome, and which will soon demand material and extensive changes. 
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them nearer to the people, by giving greater publicity to their pro- 
ceedings; and by subjecting such proceedings and their authors, at 
shorter intervals, to the public judgment. 

Thus—the senators, instead of being chosen for four years, and jin 
large districts, are to be chosen for only two years, and in single dis- 
tricts. A like change is made in regard to the assembly, the members 
of which are also to be elected in single districts. 

The governor is required annually to communicate to the legislature 
each case of reprieve, commutation, or pardon granted by him, with 
its particulars. : 

The compensation of members of the legislature, as before provided, 
is not to exceed three dollars a day; and it is also now added, that 
such pay shall not exceed, in the aggregate, three hundred dollars for 
per diem allowance, except in proceedings for impeachment, and ex- 
cept that the members may also be paid for their attendance at extra 
sessions convened by the governor. 

No bill can be passed unless by the assent of a majority of all the 
members elected to each branch; and the yeas and nays, in every case, 
are to be entered on the journal. Private and local bills are to em- 
brace but one subject, and that is to be expressed in the title. 

The legislature are absolutely prohibited from granting divorces: 
from authorizing lotteries, or allowing the sale of lottery tickets; and 
from sanctioning, in any manner, the suspension of specie payments by 
banks or bankers. ‘They may authorize the forming of banking and 
other corporations under general laws; but corporations are not to be 
created by special act, except for municipal purposes, and where the 
object cannot be attained under general laws. Dues from corporations 
are to be secured by the individual liability of the corporators, and by 
other means to be prescribed by law. 

But the most important of the new provisions, especially as affect- 
ing the power and duties of the legislature, are those which relate to 
the funds, property, and credit of the state. 

It was, as we have seen, in the anxieties of the people touching this 
great interest, that the convention had its birth. Accordingly, on this 
point, the provisions of the constitution are most thorough and expi- 
cit. ‘To secure to its true uses the public property; to prevent the 
increase of the existing state debt; to provide for its full and early 
payment; and to guard, in future, the resources and credit of the state 
against debt, improvidence, and hazard—these were the chief ends 
which the convention laboured to accomplish. Wise and worthy ends, 
all, I think, must admit them to be; however any may doubt as to 
some of the details of which I am to speak. 

The provisions of the constitution of 1821, making the caputal o! 
the common school fund inviolate, are retained, and are extended to 
the literature and United States deposite funds. The revenues of the 
literature fund are to be applied exclusively to academies. Of the re- 
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venues of the United States deposite fund, $25,000, annually, are to 
be appropriated 1 in aid of the common school fund. 

The canal fund and its revenues are made the subject of regulations 
still more careful and minute. After paying ordinary expenses and 
repairs, there is set apart, out of these revenues, in eac h year, the sum 

of $1,300,000, until 1855; and from that time the sum of S1, 750,000, 
in pa year, as a sinking fund, to pay the canal de ‘bt, until it shall be 
wholly paid. Of the surplus revenues, $350,000 in each year, until 
payment of the entire canal debt is provided for, and after that period, 
$1,500,000 in each year, are to be set apart, as a sinking fund, to 
pay the general fund debt. From the same source, there is made a 
further -annual appropriation, of not exceeding $200,000, for the use 
of the general fund, in defraying the expenses of the state; and the re- 
mainder of the surplus canal revenues is to be applied by the legisla- 
ture to the completion of the Erie canal enlargement, and the Genesee 
and Black river canals. 

There are some further provisions of a prospective nature, to meet 
certain contingencies; but it is expressly provided, that if the sinking 
funds for the payment of the canal debt, and the general fund debt, or 
either of them, prove insufficient to satisfy the public creditors, as their 
claims become payable, the legislature shall, by taxes, so increase the 
revenues of these sinking funds, as to make the m sufficient perfectly to 
preserve the public faith. 

Thus much for the past and the present; Jet us now look at the pro- 
visions for the future. 

Laws appropriating public moneys are only operative to authorize 
payments of such moneys for two years. Every law making a new 
appropriation, or continuing or reviving an appropriation, must dis- 
tinctly specify the sum appropriated, and the object to which it is to 
be applied; and it shall not be sufficient for such law to refer to any 
other law to fix such sum. The like provision is made in respect to 
every law imposing, continuing, or reviving a tax; and on the final 
passage in either house of every such act, and of eve ry act creating a 
debt or charge, or making, continuing, or reviving any appropriation 
of public or trust money or property, or releasing, discharging, or com- 

nuting any claim or demand of the state, three-fifths of all the mem- 
bers elected to the house are required to be present to constitute a 
quorum; and the question is to be taken by ayes and noes, which are 
to be entered on the journals. 

The credit of the state is not, in any manner, to be given or loaned 
to, or in aid of, any individual, assoc iation, or corporation. 

The legislature may authorize the contracting of debts to meet ca- 
sual deficits or failures in the revenues, or for expenses not provided 
for; but such debts, direct and contingent, singly, or in the aggregate, 
cannot, at any time, exceed one million of dollars: and the “y may aleo 
contract debts to repel invasion, Suppress insurrection, or defend the 
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state in war. With these exceptions, no debt can be contracted on 
behalf of the state, unless authorized by a law for some single work or 
object, to be distinctly specified therein; and such law must ‘provide { 01 
imposing and collecting a direct annual tax sufficient to pay the inte- 
rest on the debt as it falls due, and to pay the principal within eigh- 
teen years. On the final passage of every such law, the question js 
to be taken in a special form; and, moreover, before the law can take 
effect, it must have been submitted to the people at a general election, 
and have received a majority of all the votes cast for and against it. 
Whenever any such law shall have been duly passed by the legisla- 
ture and approved by the people, it may be repealed by the legislature; 
but the tax imposed by it is irrepealable so far as may be necessary t 
pay any debt contracted under it. 

In hereafter organizing cities and villages, the legislature are so to 
restrict their power of taxation, of contracting debts, and of loaning 
credit, as to prevent the abuse of these powers. 

The instrument exhibits an earnest desire on the part of its framers 
to reform and simplify the practice of the law, and to render the aid- 
ministration of justice less dilatory and expensive than heretofore. 
Admission to practice in all the courts is secured to every male citizen 
of good moral character, possessing the requisite learning and ability; 
provision is to be made by law for enabling parties in civil cases to 
waive a jury trial; testimony, in equity cases, is to be taken in lik 
manner as in cases at law; witnesses are not to be unreasonably de- 
tained; and no person is to be incompetent as a witness on account of 
his opinions on religious subjects. Provision is to be made for the 
speedy publication of all statute laws, and of such judicial decisions as 
the legislature may deem expedient. 

Tribunals of conciliation for the decision of controversies voluntarily 
submitted may be established by law. 

To secure further reforms in the methods of procedure, the legisla- 
ture, at their first session after the adoption of the constitution, are to 
appoint commissioners to simplify and abridge the rules of practice. 
pleadings, forms, and proceedings of the courts. 

But the views of the convention were not limited to a mere im- 
provement in the forms of procedure. They contemplated a bold, and, 
in the judgment of some, a startling innovation in our system of juris- 
prudence ; for the legislature are also directed to appoint commissioners 
to reduce, into a w ritten systematic code, the whole body of the law, 
or so much, and such parts thereof, as they shall think practicable or 
expedient. The two boards thus provided for, have, accordingly, been 
appointed, and are now engaged in the performance of their difficult, 
but important and honourable tasks. 

The guarantees for the security of life, liberty, and property, con- 
tained in the former constitutions, are continued, and with some addi- 
tional safeguards in respect to property when taken for public use. 
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To ensure the soundness and stability of the circulating medium, al} 
bank notes are to be registered, and ampie security is to be required 
for their redemption 1 in specie; the stockholders in eve ry banking asso- 
ciation or corporation, after the first of January, 1S: 50, are to be indi- 
vidually responsible to the amount of their stock, respectively, for all 
its debts contracted after that day; and in case of the insolvenc y of any 
bank, the bill-holders are to have preference in payment over all other 
creditors. 

In another matter of much importance to the interests of trade, a 
great and long-needed reform has been effected. All offices for the 
weighing, measuring, or inspecting of any merchandise, produce, or 
commodity, are abolished; and no such office can hereafter be created. 

In view of the unfitness of long leases of agricultural lands, to the 
genius of our government, and the habits and temper of our people, 
and moved probably by facts of recent occurrence—too familiar to re- 
quire, and too disc reditable to allow me to dwell on them—the consti- 
tution provides, that no lease or grant of such lands for a longer period 
than twelve years, hereafter made, shall be valid; and it declares that 
all fines, quarter sales, and other like restraints upon alienation, here- 
after reserved, shall be void. 

Some other new provisions, of a miscellaneous nature, deserve to be 
ment oned. 

The constitution of 1821 authorized the passing of laws excluding 
from the right of suffrage persons convicted of infamous crimes. The 
constitution of 1546 authorizes the extension of such laws to persons 
convicted of bribery or larceny. It also authorizes the passing of laws 
depriving persons making, or interested in, bets or wagers on any elec- 
tion, of the right to vote at such election. 

The secretary of state, and other state officers, the judges of the 
court of appeals, and the justices of the supreme court, are to receive 
fixed compensations, which can neither be diminished nor increased 
during their continuance in office; and they are not to receive to their 


own use, fees or perquisites of office. This latter prohibition is also 
extended to all judi ial officers, except justices of the peace. 

In addition to the power of removing officers for official misconduct, 
ontained in the constitution of 1821, the constitution of 1846 directs 
provision to be made by law for the removal, in such cases, of certain 


of the new officers hereafter to be elected at the general elections. 
Two omissions remain to be mentioned—the one—of a provision 
contained in the constitution of 1821] requiring the assent of two-thirds 
of the members elected to each branch of the legislature, to bills cre- 
ating, altering, or renewing corporations—and the sterol the pro- 
vision, contained in the constitutions of 1777 and 1821, rendering mi- 
nisters of the gospel, and priests of every denomination, ineligible to 
any civil or military office. Experience had ¢ learly shown the inex- 
pediency of the first named of these provisions, and the omission of the 
last obliterates an anomalous distinction. It may, however, be ques- 
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tioned whether the theoretic equality now secured to the clergy wil), 
in the long run, be found of as much practical benefit to them or to 
their flocks, as both have heretofore derived from the distinct recogni- 
tion, in the two former constitutions, of the sacred character and pre- 
eminent usefulness of the clerical profession. 

The new constitution, like that of 1821, contains a distinct recogni- 
tion of the power of the people to alter or abrogate, as they may fin 
occasion, in part or in whole, their existing government, and to esta- 
blish new systems in its place; and it closes with a most emphati 
avowal, not only of their right, but of their duty, at frequent intervals, 
to examine the principles, and to scrutinize the working of their orga- 
nic laws. For this purpose, in addition to the former mode of amend- 
ment, through the action of the legislature, approved by the people, it 
is now provided, that at the general election to be held in the year 
1866, and in each twentieth year thereafter, and at such other times 
as the legislature may direct, the question, whether there shall be a 
convention to revise and amend the constitution, shall be submitted to 
the people, and if a majority of the electors decide in the affirmative, 
the legislature, at its next session, shall provide, by law, for the elec- 
tion of delegates to such convention. 


ASSOCIATION OF IDEAS.* 


(BY PROFESSOR G. TUCKER.) 


[r is a familiar truth that our thoughts, however erratic and irregu- 
lar they may seem to be, obey certain fixed laws, and that in thei 
most capricious wanderings, even in the wildest flights of imagination, 


* T have chosen to use this term, by which that mental faculty which is ever 
joining thought to thought, has been familiarly known ever since Locke’s Essay was 
published, notwithstanding the objections that Brown and others have made to it. 
The first of these objections—that the faculty applies to /ve/ings as well as 
is well founded if we regard the present limited sense in which the word * idea” 
taken; but it must be recollected that Locke used it in a far more extensive sens 
and in fact applied it to all our mental acts whatever—to sexsations and emotions as 
well as mere conceptions. The impropriety of the expression, therefore, growing 
out of one of those mutations of language that time is ever producing, it hardly seer 
worth while to change it on that account after it had obtained general use, yo mor 
than it has been to lay aside the terms sun-rise and swn-set, since the Copernican 
theory has shown us that they were founded in error. 

sunt the secord objection, to wit: that the term “association ” has been suggested 
by a false theory, which it is calculated to propagate and confirm, rests on a gratu- 
tous and very questionable assumption of Dr. Brown’s. I am decidedly of opinion 
that in this he is mistaken, and that one mental act never did, and never can, suggest 
another, unless the two have been previously associated, either directly, themselves, 
or indirectly by their signs, by language or other indicia. If any such case can bi 
shown, then the preceding theory of repetition must fall to the ground. If none can 
be shown, then the term “association” as indicating the material fact in producing 
the phenomenon, is better than that of “suggestion” proposed by Brown. 
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there is the same natural connexion between the conjoined ideas as 
exists In any process of reasoning. 

This connexion between the thoughts that spontaneously spring uj 
in our minds, and which is commonly termed “ the association of ideas,” 
has been a favourite theme with those who have speculated on our 
mental operations, from the days of Aristotle, who seems first to have 
noticed the connexion, to the present day. Y et when we consider how 
much has been written on this curious and interesting subject, it is 
remarkable that more has not been added to the brief hints thrown out 
by the Greek philosopher. 

Some, for example, have merely repeated and expatiated on Aristotle’s 
views; some have noticed the connexion between the ideas of a series, 
without mention of Aristotle; while others again, observing the same 
silence, have, by expanding and illustrating his views, obtained the 
credit of originating the theory of the connexion or association of 
ideas. Thus, Sir James M‘Intosh, according to Coleridge, affirmed, 
in the lectures delivered by him at Lincoln’s Inn Hall, that “the law 
of association, as established in the contemporaniety of the original 
impressions, formed the basis of all true psychology ; ; and that onto- 
logical or metaphysical science not contained in such psychology, was 
but a web of abstractions and generalizations. Of this prolific truth, 
of this great fundamental law he declared Hobbes to have been the 
original discoverer, while its full application to the whole intellectual 
system we owe to David Hartley; who stood in the same relation to 
Hobbes, as Newton to Ke pler ; the law of association bei ‘ing that to the 
mind whie th gravitation is to matter.” 

Coleridge himself, however, denies the claims both of Hobbes and 
Hartley; and he thus succinctly and perspicuously explains Aristotle’s 
theory : 

“Ideas, by having been together, acquire a power of recalling each 
other; or every partial representation awakes the total representation 
of which it had been a part. In the practical determination of this 
common principle, to particular recollections, he admits five agents or 
occasional causes: Ist. Connexion in time, whether simultaneous, pre- 
‘eding, or successive; 2d. Vicinity, or connexion in space; 3d. Inter- 
dependence, or necessary connexion, as cause and effect; 4th. Likeness; 
and, oth. Contrast. As an additional solution of the occasional seeming 
chasins in the continuity of reproduction, he proves that movements or 


ideas posse ssing one or the other of these five characters had passed 
through the mind as intermediate links, sufficiently clear to recall other 

parts of the same total impressions with which ‘the ‘y had co-existed, 
thou: oh not vivid enough to excite that degree of attention which is 
requisite for distinct recollection, or as we may aptly express it, affer- 


conscrousness. In assi ciation, then, consists the whole m echanism of 
,] 


the reproduction of i impressions in the Aristotelian psychology. It is 
the universal law of the passive fancy, and mechanice IY memory; that 





46S Quarterly Register and Magazine. [Dee., 


which supplies to all the other faculties their objects, to all thought 
the elements of its material.” 

The recent editor‘of Reid’s works, Sir William Hamilton, while he 
denies Coleridge’s competence to expound Aristotle, agrees with him 
in his reverence for that philosopher, whom Hamilton pronounces to 
be at once “the founder and finisher” of the theory of association—at 
once ** the Copernicus, the Kepler, and the Newton of the intellectual 
world.” 

Without stopping to maintain that the opinions of Professor Hamilton 
at once exaggerate Aristotle’s merit and do injustice to later psyc ho- 
logists, espe cially to one of his predecessors, Dr. Thomas Brown, | wil! 
remark that the result of all preceding inquiries on the subject of as- 
sociation consists in maintaining the following principles: to wit: 

That in all our trains of thought, whether we remember, imagine, 
or reason, the mind cannot pass from one idea or feeling to another, 
except by certain principles of connexion between the conjoined thoughts 
or feelings, which are sometimes said to be three, sometimes four, and 
are occasionally extended to five; and which are all comprehended 
under contiguity of time or place, resemblance, and contrast. 

That whenever any thought or feeling is presented to the mind, it 
suggests another related to it in one of the before mentioned ways; that 
is to say, every thought or feeling suggests some other thought or 
feeling which either bears a resemblance to it, or is contrasted with it, 
or was formerly in the mind at the same time or in the same place as 
the suggesting thought. 

The residue of the theory of association consists in showing how 
these principles of connexion sometimes manifest themselves in memory, 
sometimes in imagination; why one particular association or set of as- 
siociations suggest themselves in preference to others; and in what way 
the associating faculty nas influence on our tastes, opinions, and con- 
duct. 

While some metaphysicians have extended the prine iples of connexion 
to five, by separating contiguity of time from contiguity of place, and 
in the former distinguishing casual connexion in time from cause aid 
effect, others have reduced “them to two; and Brown attempted to re- 
duce them all to one—proximity or contiguity of time. 

It is the object of the following remarks to show that they may al! 
—proximity included—be referred to a more general or elementary 
law, of which the principles of connexion specified by Aristotle and 
others are mere corollaries. 

It is a law both of the material and the sentient parts of our nature, 
that whatever body or mind has once done, they find it easier to do 
again, and have a propensity to repeat. This tendency to a repetition 
of our former acts is what is meant when we speak of the force 0! 
habit; of which some examples may be given: and first, of the body. 

Our appetite for food recurs in most force at the hour at which we 
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have been accustomed to gratify it. This may in part be referred to 
the wants of our animal system, but not altogether, for often if the 
customary hour be passed by without food, the appetite is lessened, or 
even ceases altogether. 

So as to sleeping and waking. These changes of our sensitive state 
are apt to recur at the usual hour, though the previous state may have 
been different from our previous usage. 

We require the same quantity of salt, sugar, or other condiment in 
yur food and drink that we have pre viously used. ‘The great diversity 
mong individuals as to the quantities used, and even with the same 
individual at different times, can be referred only to the law of habit. 

In like manner persons accustomed to the use of tobacco, opium, al- 
eohol, or other stimulant of the nervous system, have a craving for 
them which is altogether the creature of habit. 

So the act of masticating our food being commonly preceded by a 
sight of that food and accompanied by a copious fiow of saliva, it fol- 
lows that whenever we see savoury food, the saliva is apt of itself to 

flow, as one of the train of sensations and acts of which the sight of 
food is the first. 

It is by the same law of habit that certain diseases and states of the 
body are apt to return at the same hour every day, or every other day, 
1 every week, &c., which physicians call periodicity. 

To this, too, we must refer that unconscious repetition of little ges- 
tures or movements of the limbs or features which the French call fic; 

and so likewise the very frequent use which some persons make of 
particular words. 

Again: we are accustomed, in all quick vibratory motions of our 
hands, to move both in the same direction and with the same celerity. 
It is therefore with some difficulty that we can give to the two hands 
quick simultaneous motions that are entirely different. To effectuate 
it, we must make repeated trials, so as to superinduce a new habit; and 
this, too, though either hand may separately perform such motions with 

ase, 

It is to the same influence that we must attribute much or most of 
the skill which practice gives in writing, playing on a musical instru- 
ment, or in the use of tools. <A part of this acquired talent no doubt 
irises from our profiting by e xpe rience to correct former errors or fail- 

, but nothing less than the law in question will explain the extra- 
wae iry ease and celerity that practice commonly sives, Which fact we 
ecognise by calling it e. r pe rtness. 

This tende ‘ney to repetition is quite as strong in the mind, as in the 

bod ; and it would perhaps be still more manifest if we were as much 

1 the habit of looking at our mental as our bodily operations. 

Whatsoever has been presented to any one of our senses, so as to 
produce sensation, that same mental act the mind immediately copies 
or repeats when the object is no longer present. In other words, what 
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we see, hear, feel, &c., we naturally remember, for every act of re- 
membrance is neither more nor less than a repetition of the mind’s for- 
mer act—the only difference between the two being that the copy is 
less vivid and distinct than the original. To know the difference, one 
has only to look at a visible object—a chair, for example—and clos: 
his eyes; the image of the chair will there be present to his mind 
exactly as it was at first, except that it will be more faint and shadowy. 
So if I pronounce some words, as “ the declaration of independence,” 
the mind again hears the same succession of sounds, only they are. 
compared with the original, as a whisper to ordinary speech: and so of 
the other senses. It must, however, be remarked that while the min 
repeats its impressions, immediately after it has received them, | ry its 
own inherent powers, it subsequent/y requires a first impression to be 
given to it. But in this case, as soon as a part of a former series of 
thoughts i is presented to it, it forthwith, by the same self-copying ten- 
dency, completes the whole series; as the electric fluid passes along the 
whole conducting wire the moment it touches a point of that wire." 
In all these cases the action of the brain, of the nerves, or whatever 
part of the system it may be which precedes thought, is precisely simi- 
lar to that which took place at first, except that it is of less force or 
intensity. 

In a word, a river does not more naturally run in the channel its 
waters have previously formed, or a stone fall to the ground, than the 
mind of man repeats its previous impressions or states. 

As a consequence of the mind’s thus accurately repeating or copyin 
its former states, it copies all parts of the impression which are sin r 
taneous or co-existent, in the same order of juxtaposition, as when they 
were first perceived, and those parts that are not co-existent in time, 
in the same order of succession. In the first class of objects—co- 
existent sensations—its copies may be assimilated to daguerreotyy« 
pictures in delicacy and fidelity; in the second class—sensations 11 
succession—to a faint and distant echo. 

This repeating tendency of the mind has different degrees of inten- 
sity, according to circumstances, which seem to be principally, if n 
wholly, there. 

Ist. The copy ts most lasting and distinct when the original ini- 
pression was most forcible. A bright colour, a loud sound, a pung: 
taste, &c., are better remembered, that is, are more apt to be repeate 
than weaker sensations. 

2d. The repeating tendency is strengthened by every repetili 

* In these references to the physical world, I do not mean to identify the ope: 
tions of the mind with those of matter ; but offer them merely by way of illustra! 
from some seeming resemblance. It is indeed not improbable that those changes 
our corporeal system which always precede thought, obey the same Jaws as the mat 
ter (in its subtler forms) that is cognizable by our senses; but, supposing that t! 
do, the modus operandi of these material agencies on the sentient principle we ar 
utterly ignorant of, and must ever remain so, 
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What we have often seen or often heard, is thereby better remembered. 
By this process of repetition, children are taught to remember more, 
and more accurately. 

3d. It is strongest immediately after the impression, and becomes 
weaker by time. A longer sentence, or a greater number of lines, for 
example, can be remembered, immediately after the -v are heard than an 
hour afterwards; and in an hour than a day afterwards. These weak 
impressions are like writing on sand—the last nearly effaces those 
which preceded it. 

4th. It ts most strong and enduring when it is accompanied by any 
feeling of pleasure or pain. We seldom forget a favour, and never 
‘an insult or injury.* The poet or orator who most pleases us is best 
remembered. Passion or lively feeling seems to have the same effect 
on our minds as heat has on wax; it fits them for receiving accurate 
and distinct impressions: and if one takes a distant retrospect of his 
past life, he will find that the pictures which are still reposited in his 
memory consist altogether of his past joys or sorrows, of his fears, or 
vexations, of his hopes or triumphs. Of the countless multitude of 
thoughts that have passed through his mind scarce a vestige remains 
but of those that have been embalmed by emotion. It is because this 
sensibility decreases with years, that old men hardly remember recent 
occurrences. 

Sth. It ts also of importance that the succession of perceptions 
should not be too much confounded or intermingled with different feel- 
ings and other vivid perceptions. Whatever is communicated with 
clearness and distinctness will be far better remembered than that which 
has been stated confusedly. Hence, in very exciting scenes, as in cases 
of personal rencounter, in which death ensues, the variety of lively 
ideas and feelings which then supervene in the mind of the spectator, 
prevent that accurate repetition of what has been witnessed in the pre- 
cise order of time and place in which they occurred, just as water ceases 
to be a faithful mirror as soon as its surface is ruffled: and this is the 
reason why, in courts of justice, reputable witnesses of very exciting 
scenes are often mistaken, and are found to contradict each other. 
Particular parts of such scenes may indeed be repeated or remembered 
with the liveliness of a perception experienced but the moment before, 
but there is not the same truth and fide lity as to the order of succession. 

6th. Where an idea has been associated with many others it is more 
likely to be remembered. Hence, those who view a subject techni- 
cally, or scientifically, or philosophically, remember , longer and re- 
member it better than those who view it only in its casual senatisehe 
By these aids old people may remember some thines | better th lan mi 
young ones. So the extraordinary memory which princes often am 
for faces and names; or which a dairy- -maid has for her cows; a sh p- 


" Our sensibility to pain is more intense than that to pleasure; but happily 1 
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aS it ls far less frequently put in requisition. 
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herd for his sheep ; a drover for his cattle; and a clerk for his papers, 
is the consequence of their habit of making nicer discriminations, anc 
of their having more links of association. “Each one is a new an hor, 
as it were, to prevent the mind from being borne away by the inter- 
vening currents of scenes and incidents. 

These laws of the repeating faculty or modifying circumstances, 
which determine its relative strength in each particular case, having al! 
degrees of intensity, and acting sometimes together and sometimes in 
conflict, are capable of being infinitely compounded, and thus give a 
boundless variety to the mind’s repetitions of its previous impressions. 

The tendency of the mind to repetition, thus modified, is — 
explaining all the phe nomena of conception, memory and imaginati 
and it shows why it is that all conjoined thoughts, whether co-existe: 
or successive, are related either by contiguity of time or place, resem- 
blance or contrast: in other words, that those principles of connexion 
are not ultimate facts, as has been supposed, but are all referrible to 
this repeating tendency, as | shall now attempt to show. 

First, As to contiguity or proximity of place. If we admit the seli- 
repeating tendency of the mind, then objects perceived at the same 
place will be afterwards mutually suggestive. Thus, I have seen an 
individual—say the late Mr. Dupone eau in that chair*—the two ob- 
jects being parts of the same visual impression. A sight of the chair 
alone, giving a mental impulse similar to that formerly experienc % 
the mind goes on and completes the picture, that is, the former tra 
by suggesting the idea of Mr. Duponceau. So if I hear the letters A, 
B, C, having previously heard them followed by D, E, &c., thes 
last letters rise spontaneously in my mind, by reason of its tendency to 
repeat its former motions or changes. So if I have heard the word 
January, February, the mind, by the same inherent tendency, a 
March, &e. 

Second, Proximity or co ntiruity of time. By the process of 1 
tition sight suggests the ideas of sleep, artificial licht, inlepensio: 
business. In like m: anner, if any remarkable event has occurred on th e 
ith of July, the idea of the day may suggest that event, or the idea : 
the event may suggest the day. So any scene that occurred when t! 
cholera prevailed, for example, or at Christmas, may be renewed | 
repeated by the mind, on the suggestion of those periods of time when 
they severally took place. It is to this form of the repeating proc: 
that we owe the fac ulty, or rather the uses of language. For, whe 
ever we have heard the name of an individual, or an object, to 
heard certain sounds conjoined with the sight or conception of 
person or object, their presence immediately suggests the name, 
the naine suggests the person or object. Thus, the sight of the ordi- 
nary covering for the head suggests to us the word hat; to a French- 
lan it suggests the word chapeau; toa Spaniard, the word sombrer 


* This paper was read before the American Philosophical Society 
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these different words suggests to these different persons the same ob- 
ject, for such must be the consequence of the mind’s repeating its for- 
mer series of motions or changes. It is in this way that cause and 

effect mutually suggest each othe r, they having the same connexion in 
time as exists betwee na name and its obje ct, with this difference , that 
in the latter case the connexion is casual, while that between cause and 
effect is necessary and invariable. 

Third, Resemblance. ‘This principle of association is as familiar to 
all as the preceding. The sight of a portrait reminds us of the absent 
original. Nay, one person reminds us of another by a resemblance in 
a single feature, or gesture, or mode of speech. A piece of red sealing- 
wax may cause us to think of blood, or the wild poppy, &c., and this 
is equally the result of the self-copying tendency of the mind, when 
objects resemble each other they put the mind in the same, that is, in 
a precisely similar state. It is only by our instinctive consciousness of 
this similarity between our present and past mental states, that we ever 
perceive resemblance. A former series, containing the resembling ob- 
ject, being thus begun, the mind completes it, and thus is suggested 
what was formerly associated with that object. In this way, the sight 
of sealing-wax, producing in my mind the same (that is, precisely simi- 
lar) action or change as the sight of blood, may repeat or renew a scene 
in which I witnessed the shedding of Leenenn a or mayhap the 
blood of an ox. So the aquiline nose of John may, by the like process 
of repetition, remind me of Thomas, with whose image a like aquiline 
nose was previously conjoined, and ‘sade a part of the series which 

constituted that image. 

The difference between the cases of resemblance and proximity is 
rather apparent than real. In both cases the mind receives a precisely 
similar 1 impre ssion to one previously received, which gives it the impulse 
that causes it to repeat its former state. The only difference between 
them is, that in the case of proximity this similar impression is pro- 
duced by the same object, seen at different times or places, while in 
resemblance the similar 1 impression is produced by sime/ar, but different 
ol bje cts. 

Similarity has generally been considered as an elementary principle 
of connexion by psye hologists; but Mr. Mill has endeavoured to reduce 
cases of resemblance to the class of proximity, because like things are 
often seen together at the same place, or at the same time, as trees in 
an avenue or wood, sheep in a flock, &c., but as this is not always true, 
the explanation is unsatisfactory. Thus, the red sealing-wax may 
remind us of blood, though the two were never before seen together; 
or a perfect stranger may remind us of a friend or acquaintance; and, 
putting the mind in the same state, either of the resembling objects 
may start the train with which the mind has been associated ; precisely 
as in the case with proximity. 

Fourth, Contrast. How this principle of association is a consequence 





474 Quarterly Register and Magazine. [Dec., 


of the self-copying tendency of the mind, is less obvious, but it js 
equally certain. What do we mean by contrast? Certainly objects 
of the same class, but differing as much as objects so closely related 
can differ in a single particular. Thus, high and low; good and bad; 
vice and virtue; pleasure and pain; north and south; light and dark- 
ness; day and night; wet and dry; yes and no—which are the first 
examples of contrast that chance to present themselves to my mind— 
show the closest affinity between the contrasted objects or conceptions, 
They stand in the relation of negative and affirmative; and common); 

each one may be expressed by a negation of the other. They hav. 
usually been present to the mind at the same time, or rather in imme- 
diate succession; for, in the ever recurring wants and occasions of life, 
if we wish for, or like the one, we fear or dislike the other. In our 
objection to darkness we desire light. In wanting dry weather, w« 
dread rain, or wanting rain, fear a drought. In feeling cold, we wish 
for heat. In flying poverty, we wish for wealth. In seeking an affir- 
mative answer, we are fearful of a negative, and soon. These con- 
trasts, that is, opposite affinities, having been always, or at least ge- 
nerally, in the mind together, the one, as in other cases of proximity, 
naturally suggest the other. Our thoughts habitually oscillating from 
one contrasted object to the other, as in the case of cause and “effect, 
whenever one of them is presented, the mind, by its self-copying ten- 
dency, naturally passes to the other. 

But it is alleged that contrast may be a principle of suggestion 
when the contrasted objects never have been present to the mind to- 
gether—or even present at all. The sight of a giant, for instance, 
may suggest the idea of a dwarf, though the observer may never be- 
fore have seen either a giant or a dwarf. Dr. Brown admits the fact, 
and, on the supposition “that contrast is not an original principle o! 
suggestion or association, he offers this explanation of it. Contrasted 
objects, he says, are striking deviations from the ordinary course of 
nature, and from this common feature one may suggest the other—thus 
in fact reducing this relation to that of resemblance. The solution 
would be plausible, if contrasts were always, like that of the giant and 
dwarf, deviations from the ordinary course of nature; but it so happens 
that most contrasts are of the most frequent and faniliar recurrence: 
as day and night, wet and dry, high and low, great and small, Kc. 
How then, it may be asked, can a giant suggest a dwarf to one who 
had never before seen either? This : seeming difficulty i is explained by 
the fact that the link of connexion by which the mind passes from 
thought to thought is sometimes between the objects themselves, and 
sometimes it is only between their signs, that is, the words by which 
they are indicated. Puns, rhymes, alliterations, are all examples of 
this class of associations. Now, although the spectator may never be- 
fore have seen either a giant or a dw arf, he was familiar with the con- 
trasted terms of high and low; little and great; and seeing a very tal! 
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and large man, and then according to our general habit of embodying 
our thoughts, i in the habitual signs of those thoughts, that is, on his 
thinking, in language, that the giant was fall or high, these words 
would, by reason of the former habitual connexion in his mind between 
high and low, naturally suggest the word /ow or Jittle, &c., and thus 
the mind would pass from ‘the idea of a very tall man, or a giant, to 
that of a very low or small man, a dwarf. 

That our contrasts are often merely verbal, appears from the fact 
that some words have more than one contrast; and while one of these 
would be suggested to one man, another would be suggested to ano- 
ther. Thus, right is sometimes contrasted with wrong, and some- 
times with left. To a lawyer, the word “right”? would be more 
likely to suggest the word “wrong,” than “left; aD but to a soldier on 
drill, the same word would suggest “left” rather than “ wrong.’ 
Thus, too, man is sometimes contrasted with brute; sometimes with 
woman; sometimes with boy; and sometimes with horse; and the word 
would be apt to suggest that particular contrast to each individual with 
which he had been most familiar. So bread might be contrasted with 
meat by a commissary; with wine by a minister ‘of the s sacrament ; and 
with water by a jailer; for the mind of each would repeat its former 
train of thought in which bread had formed a part. 

It thus appears, that whether our thoughts be connected by prox- 
imity of time or of place, by resemblance or contrast, they are always 
copies of the mind’s former trains; and that in consequence of this, its 
inherent self-copying tendency, the adjoining thoughts of every mental 
train must come under one of these relations, since they comprehend 
every class of conjoined ideas or feelings. In the cases of proximity 
and contrast, the mind being made to begin its process of repetition by 
a recurrence of the same object as formerly; and in the case of resem- 
blance, by a different object. In other words, the mind being able, 
by its inherent powers, only to repeat itself, when it passes from idea 
to idea, the succeeding idea must always be suggested by the preceding 
one, perceived on some former occasion, which preceding one might 
have been produced either by the same object, as in the cases of prox- 
imity and contrast, or by a different object, but capable, by resem- 
blance, of producing the same state of the mind. 

When the succeeding trains of thought follow in the same order of 
time and place as that in which they were originally perceived, we call 
the copies acts of the Memory. When the trains are made up of what 
has been perceived at different times and places, we call them acts of 
the Imagination. All our conceptions of the future, if they at all vary 
from the past, are of the latter character. If I think of my dinner yes- 
terday, as it actually was, it is memory ; if I think how much better it 
had been if of canvass-back ducks, it is ¢magination. 

But how is it that the mind, with its tendency to repeat its former 
acts or movements, does not always copy them in the same order of 
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time and place? In other words, why does it sometimes imagine rather 
than remember ? 

The answer is to be found in those several circumstances or laws 
which give to the repeating faculty its relative strength for each par ti 
cular occasion, as recency, frequency of repetition, being accompanied 
by emotion, &e. The mind obeys whichever of these modifying Cire 
cumstances has the greatest influence, and that one may suggest some- 
thing which occurred at another time or place, so as to make a train 
that had no exact prototype, in which case the train is fancy or ima- 
gination. Thus, the sight of that portrait may remind me of Mr. Jef- 
ferson;* and having recently heard his opinions cited relative to th 
late war with Mexico, and felt a lively interest in the subject, my 
mind may be more strongly disposed to think of what would probal 
have been his views of the war: that is, it may be more strongly draw: 
to this new train than to copy any former one in which that statesim: 
was an actor. So from the same predominance of feeling, whe weg of 
surprise, or sense of injustice, the absence of the statues of Brutus and 
Cassius, in the funeral procession of Junia, the wife of the one and th: 
sister of the other, caused those individuals to be more strikingly be- 
fore the minds of the spectators than the twenty other illustrious men 
whose images were present. Sed prafulgebant Cassius atque Brutus, 
€0 ipso, quod effigies eorum non visebantur. Here imagination a 
vailed against the senses; that is, the train of thought produced by tl: 
associating faculty was more liv ely than that suggested by actual vision 
just as if we were to see a complete alphabet, with the exception of 
blank space for a single letter, and our minds should think, as they ea- 
sily might, more of the omitted letter than of those in sight. 

Since ev ery thought may suggest many things to w hich it had pre- 
vious relations by proximity or resemblance, the mind is led to one 
the other of these remembrances by the influence of the modifying cir- 
cumstances that have been mentioned. Its process in making the se- 
lection is very well explained by Dr. Brown, by the operation of what 
he calls “ the secondary law of suggestion,” and which are virtually 
comprehended in those circumstances that give to the repeating facult; 
its precise degree of activity and force, “These same circumstances 
which give to the memory this or that direction, do also divert or turn 
it from memory to imagination. 

As the mind cannot pass from idea to idea, that is, carry on a train 
of thought, except by copying its previous impressions, this same {a- 
culty of association furnishes all the materials of our profoundest spe- 
culations, and of our simplest acts of reasoning, no less than - aha of 
memory and imagination. 

Thus, whenever this faculty has suggested a proposition, that is to 
say, has affirmed or denied somewhat of something, either the predi- 


* His portrait is in the Hall, with those of other Presidents of the Society. 
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cate or the subject of that proposition, by means of the same faculty, 

suggests a second proposition having a common link with the first, 
whereupon the mind intuitively sees the conclusion. Suppose, ion 
example, that the idea of commerce being presented to the mind, the 
associating or re peating faculty suggests that of wealth, as one of its 
proximate effects. Then, either wealth or com merce, by the ever 
ready agency of the same repeating fac ulty, may suggest a second pro- 
osition. 

In the first case, the reasoning, reduced to syllogistic form, would 
be as follows: 

Commerce is productive of national wealth. 
Wealth is favourable to lurury and the arts: 
Therefore, commerce is favourable, &c. 
In the second case, by a like process, the reasoning would be in this 
mode : 
Commerce is productive of national wealth. 
Commerce has flourished most in free States. 
Therefore, civil freedom is not inconsistent with national wealth. 

And so through all the moods and figures of which human reason is 
capable. 

In conclusion, I would remark, that according to the simple view of 
the associating faculty here taken, there seems to be no difference be- 
tween the mental operations of memory and recollection, except that 
in the last we watch the operations of our mind in order that when, in 
its ceaseless repetitions, it may chance to light upon the fugitive thought 
we are in pursuit of, we may profit by it. ” But in both cases the mind 
copies its former states, and obeys the same laws. It, therefore, is not 
to be believed that if Aristotle had distinctly seen that there were the 
same principles of connexion in both, or that the mind, in no train of 
thought whatever, could pass from idea to idea, except by one of the 
connecting links he had mentioned when treating of recollection, he 
would not have expressly stated it; nor, if he had seen, as Brown did, 
that memory and imagination were merely modes of the same faculty 
of association, that he would have treated of them in different parts of 
his work, without the slightest notice of their kindred character; and, 
lastly, were we to sdmeede 4 to his brief and somewhat obscure views on 
this branch of psychology, that very liberal and favourable interpreta- 
tion which Sir William Hamilton has given, it is still quite clear that 
he did not perceive that all the mental. operations and phenomena of 
which he separately treats could be resolved into the mind’s repetition 
of its own operations. It is as unne cessary to his glory, as it is unjust 
to others, to deny all merit to succeeding inquirers. 
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MIST AND CLOUDS. 


(In Vol. II. of the Register, page 477, will be found a brief article under 
this title, explaining the phenomena of mist and clouds. We now copy from 
the National Intelligencer, the following communication of the learned Dr, 
Robert Hare, in opposition to the theory there stated—a duty we owe to the 
cause of science.) 


Strictures on an article entitled Mist and Clouds, in the American 
Register for June last. By Rosert Hare, M. D., Emeritus Pro- 
Sessor of Chemistry in the University of Pennsylvania, and 1sso- 
ciate of the Smithsonian Institution. 

I have had much pleasure and have received much valuable infor- 
mation in reading “Stryker’s American Register” for June. 1 object 
to the article on Mist and Clouds as tending to convey erroneous ileas, 
In that article it is stated that, agreeably to Sir Humphrey Davy, 
mists and clouds are produced by the “radiation of vapour;”’ ani, 
moreover, it is alleged that mist, when “negatively electrified,” de- 
posites vapour more quickly, forming a heavy sort of dew. 

The idea that vapour, when negatively electrified, deposites dew 
more copiously can only be true when the bodies which it moistens are 
differently electrified. I cannot understand why the deposition shoul 
be greater when the dew is negative and the bodies positive than when 
these are negative and the dew positive. In either case, the attraction 
is reciprocal, and the action and reaction equivalent. 

Not less new to me is the suggestion that vapour can be “fran- 
Jerred by radiation,” though it be well known that it may give ou! 
heat by radiation, so as to be refrigerated and condensed. 

Agreeably to the received Daltonian theory, water being present in 
excess, the amount of vapour in any given space will be directly as 
the temperature, whether air be present or not; in other words, it wil! 
be no less plentiful in a receiver replete with air than in one exhauste: 
by an excellent air pump. 

A mist or fog invariably results when air saturated with moistur 
at any temperature is refrigerated. Of course it ensues whenever air 
and water, at different temperatures, are brought into contact. The 
vapour due to the temperature of the water, when this is the warmer 
of the two, in rising into strata of the air too remote from the water to 
be sufficiently warmed by it, must be condensed by refrigeration. 
When the air is the warmer, the vapour with which it may be saturated, 
giving out its heat to the water by radiation or circulation, is of course 
converted into a mist or fog. Thus a wind blowing over the Gulf 
Stream is consequently warmed and supplied with an excess of vapour, 
which condenses on reaching the cooler aquatic region between the 
banks of Newfoundland and the neighbouring coast of North America. 

The moisture which, in the state of vapour during autumnal 
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days, rises into the atmosphere, being condensed during the succeeding 
chilly nights, subsides as a fog, which is more or less dense and exten- 
sively prevalent i in proportion. to the difference between the tempera- 
ture of the day and night. Clouds are caused by rarefaction as well 
as cold. This ex xplains their being formed when air, saturated by 
moisture, reaches a certain elev ation, where the atmospheric tempera- 
ture and pressure and density are diminished. Moreover, at the mo- 
ment of rarefaction, air robs the moisture of its heat and precipitates 
itasafog. This was adverted to by Davy, in his elements, as the 
cause of clouds. It is just at the point where cold and rarefaction 
concur to condense the contained vapour that clouds are seen usually 
flitting above us. 

It is well known that the surface of a vessel of cold water, exposed 
in a warmer atmosphere, becomes covered by a dew. ‘The greater the 
quantity of aqueous vapour mingled with the air, the less the refrigera- 
tion requisite to produce this deposition. The highest temperature at 
which this dew can be obtained is called the dew point; and in pro- 
portion as this dew point, determined by a thermometer, is higher, the 
vapour is more abundant. Obviously, precisely the same reduction of 
heat which induces dew on a refrigerated surface would produce a fog 
or cloud, were it to take place in an adequate mass of air containing 
aqueous vapour. 

Whenever a given weight of air is augmented in bulk, it must of 
course occupy a proportionally greater space, and will, in consequence, 
receive a quantity of aqueous vapour commensurate with the additional 
space. Consistently, an opposite change in its dimensicns will have 
the opposite effect; so that, if saturated with vapour, a portion of this 
must be condensed commensurate with the space of which it may be 
deprived. - 

If, while the bulk of air remains unchanged, another portion of air, 
equally moist, be superadded to it, so as to increase proportionally the 
density of the resulting aggregate, all the vapour associated with the 
additional air will precipitate as for or as rain. 

As is it universally admitted that F similarly electrified particles recede 
from each other proportionably to the intensity of the charge by which 
they may be affected, it seems inevitable that a charge of electricity 
must. occasionally augment the bulk of extensive portions of the at- 
mosphere, and thus cause more vapour to be associated with them; and 
that when discharges take place of electricity, so as to neutralize the 
excitement, the moisture held, 1 in consequence of the excitement, must 
be precipitated. Thus, the air under the influence of electricity may 
be compared to a sponge under that of the hand, by which it may be 
made, by alternate pressure and relaxation, to receive and give out the 
water with which it may be contiguous. 

I am under the impression that this agency of electricity is not suffi- 
— recognised by the meteorologists, if it has not entirely escaped 
them 
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WINTER QUARTERS IN THE ARCTIC CIRCLE. 


The approach of winter in the Arctic Circle is attended with many 
interesting changes. Snow begins to fall as early as August, and thi 
whole ground is covered to the depth of two or three feet before th 
month of October. Along the shores and bays the fresh water, poured 
from the rivulets, or drained from the thawing of former collections 
of snow, becomes quickly converted into solid ice. As the cold aug- 
ments, the air deposites its moisture in the form of a fog, which freezes 
into a fine gossamer netting, or spicular icicles, dispersed through the 
atmosphere, and extremely minute, that might seem to pierce and 
excoriate the skin. The hoar frost settles profusely, in fantasti 
clusters, on every prominence. ‘The whole surface of the sea steams 
like a lime-kiln, an appearance called frost-smoke—caused as in other 
instances of the production of vapour, by the water being still relatively 
warmer than the incumbent air. At length, the dispersion of the mist, 
and consequent clearness of the atmosphere, announce that the upper 
stratum of the sea itself has cooled to the same standard; a sheet 
ice spreads quickly over the smooth expanse, and often gains the thick- 
ness of an inch in a single night. The darkness of a prolonged winter 
now broods impenetrably over the frozen continent, unless the moon 
chances at times to obtrude the faint rays, which only discover tl: 
horrors and wide desolation of the scene. ‘The wretched settlers, 
covered with a load of bear skins, remain crowded and immured | 
their hut, every chink of which they carefully stop against the piercing 
cold ; and, cowering about the stove or the lamp, they seek to doze 
away the ‘tedious night. Their slender stock of provisions, though 
kept in the same apartment, is often frozen so hard as to require | 
be cut by a hatchet. The whole of the inside of their hut becomes 
lined with a thick crust of ice; and if they happen for an instant t 
open a window the moisture of the confined air is immediately preci- 
pitated in the form of a shower of snow. As the frost continues to pene- 
trate deeper, the rocks are heard at a distance to split with a loud 
explosion. ‘The sleep of death seems to wrap the scene in utter obli- 
vious ruin. 

Sir Edward Parry has thus beautifully described this effect: “ The 
sound of voices, which, during the cold weather, could be heard at @ 
much greater distance than usual, served now and then to break the 
silence which reigned around us; a silence far different from that 
peaceable composure which characterizes the landscape of a cultivate: 
country; it was the death-like stillness of the most dreary desolation, 
and the total absence of animated existence.” 

During the winter at Melville Island people were heard conversing 
at the distance of a mile. This was no doubt, owing to the density of 
the frigid atmosphere, but chiefly to the absence of all obstruction in 
a scene of universal calm or darkness. 
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Melville Island was discovered on September 4th, 1819. Here 
Parry and his companions pushed forward, but soon found their course 
arrested by an impenetrable barrier of ice. T hey waited a fortnight, 
in hopes of ov ercoming it; and, about the 20th, their situation became 
truly alarming. The young ice began rapidly to form on the surface 
of the waters, ret tarded only by winds and swells; so that the com- 
manding officer was convinced that, in the event of a single hour’s 
calm, he would be frozen up in the midst of the sea. No option was, 
therefore, left but to return, and to choose between two appare ntly 
good harbours, which had been recently passed on Melville Island. 
Not without difficulty he reached this place on the 24th, and decided 
in favour of the more western haven, as affording the fullest security: 
but it was necessary to cut his way two miles through a large floe (a 
small expanse of salt-water ice) with which it was incumbered. To 
effect this arduous operation the seamen marked with boarding-pikes 
two parallel lines, at the distance of somewhat more than the breadth 
of the larger ship. 

They sawed, in the first place, along the path tracked out, and then 
by cross-sa wing, detached large pieces, which were separated diago- 
nally, in order to be floated out; and sometimes boat sails were fastened 
to them, to take advantage of a favourable breeze. On the 26th, the 
ships were established in five fathoms water, at about a cable’s length 
from the beach. For some time the ice was daily cleared round them. 
But this was soon found to be an endless labour, and they were al- 
lowed to be regularly frozen in for the winter. 

The usual winter protection for the vessels is covering in the deck. 
Sometimes a house is erected on the shore, with blocks of ice, which 
soon become a solid concrete mass, which, being a slow penance, 
checks the access of cold. lt was necessary to be very economic al of 
fuel, the small moss and turf which could be collected being too wet to 

“any use. By placing the apparatus for baking in a central posi- 

and by several other arrangements, the cabin was maintained in 
avery comfortable temperature; but still, around its extremities and 
the bed places, steam, vapour, and even the breath, settled first as mois- 
ureand then asice. To remove these annoyances became, accordingly, 
a part of their daily employment. To keep the men’s minds in a lively 
and cheerful state, plays were performed, Lieutenant Beechy being 
nominated stage-manager, and the other gentlemen coming forward as 
amateur performers; the Arctic management and the North Georgian 
Th eatre were very popular . The officers had another source of amuse- 
nent in the orth Georgian Gazette, of which ( ‘ap tain a became 
whit 


‘itor, and all were invited to contribute to this chro nicle of the frozen 


regions. Even those who hesitated to appear as ates. enlivened the 


irc 


le by good-humoured criticisms: 
Thus pass‘d the time, 
Till through the lucid chambers of the south 
Look’d out the joyous sun. 
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It was on the 4th of November that this great orb ought to have 
taken his leave; but a deep haze prevented them from bidding a forma! 
farewell, and from ascertaining the period to which refraction wou|( 
have rendered him visible; yet he was reported to be seen from the 
mast head on the 11th. Amid various occupations and amusements 
the shortest day came on almost unexpected, and the seamen then 
watched with pleasure the twilight gradually strengthening at noon. 
On January 28th none of the fixed stars could be seen at that hour by 
the naked eye; and on February Ist and 2d, the sun was looked for, but 
the sky was wrapt in mist; however he was perceived from the main- 
top. Throughout the winter, the officers, at the period of twilight, 
had taken a regular walk for two or three hours; not proceeding, how- 
ever, further than a mile, lest they should be overtaken by a snow- 
drift. There was a want of objects to diversify this promenade. 4 
monotonous surface of dazzling white covered land and sea; the view 
of the ships, the smoke ascending from them, the sound of bemen Voices, 
which through the calm cold air was carried to an extraordinary dis- 
tance, alone gave animation to this wintry scene. 

On March 16, the general attention was turned to the means of ex- 
trication from the ice. By May 17, the seamen had so far cut it from 
around the ships as to allow them to float; but in the sea it was stil! 
immovable. By the middle of June there were channels in which boats 
could pass; yet throughout this month and the following the great 
covering of ice in the surrounding sea remained entire, and kept the 
ships in harbour. On the 2d of August, however, the whole mass, by 
one of those sudden movements to which it is liable, broke up an 
floated out.—London Illus. Times. 


THE SUPREMACY OF NATIONAL LAW. 
(From the Hon. D. Webster's Speech, at the New Hampshire Festival.) 


“ We have all had our sympathies much enlisted in the Hungarian eflor' 
for liberty. We have all wept at its failure. We thought we saw a 
more rational hope of establishing independence in Hungary than 
any other part of Europe where “the question has been ia agitatio! 
within the last twelve months; but despotic power from abroad inter- 
vened to suppress it. 

* And, gentlemen, what will come of it Ido not know. For my 
part, I feel more indignant at recent events connected with poner? 
than at all those which passed in her struggle for liberty. I see the 
the Emperor of Russia demands of Turkey that the noble Kossuth ani 
his companions shall be given up,—and I see that this demand is mat 
in derision of the established law of nations. Gentlemen, there is some- 
thing greater on earth than arbitrary or despotic power. The light- 
ning has its power, and the whirlwind has its power, and the earth- 
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quake has its power. But there is something among men more capable 
of shaking despotic power than lightning, whirlwind, or earthquake— 
that is the threatened indignation of the whole civilized world. Gentle- 
men, the Emperor of Russia holds himself to be bound by the law of 
nations, from the fact that he treats with nations—that he forms al- 
liances; he professes in fact to live in a civilized age and to govern an 
enlightened nation. I say that if, under these circumstances, he shall 
pel petrate so great a violation of natural law, as to seize these Hun- 
garians and to execute them, he will stand asa criminal and malefactor 
in the view of the law. The whole world will be the tribunal to try 
him, and he must appear before it and hold up his hand and plead and 
abide its judgment. 

The Emperor of Russia is the supreme law-giver in his own country, 
and for aught I know, the executor of it also. But, thanks be to God, 
he is not the supreme law-giver or executor of the national law, and 
every offence against that is an offence against the rights of the civilized 
world, and if he breaks that law in the case of Turkey, or in any other 
case, the whole world has a right to call him out and to demand his 
punishment. 

Our rights as a nation are held under the sanction of national law— 
a law which becomes more important from day to day—a law which 
none who profess to agree to it, are at liberty to violate. Nor let him, 
nor let any one imagine, that mere force can subdue the general senti- 
ment of mankind. It is much more likely to extend that sentiment and 
to destroy that power which he most desires to establish and secure. 

Gentlemen, the bones of poor John Wickliffe were dug out of his 
grave seventy years after his death, and burnt, for his heresy, and his 
ashes were thrown upon a river in Warwickshire. Some prophet of 
that day said: 

“The Avon to the Severn runs, 
The Severn to the sea, 
And Wickliffe’s dust shall spread abroad, 
Wide as the waters be.” 

If the blood of Kossuth is taken by an absolute, unqualified, 
unjustifiable violation of national Jaw, what will it appease—what 
will it pacify? It will mingle with the earth—it will mix with the 
waters of the ocean—the whole civilized world will snuff it in the 
air, and it will return with awful retribution on the heads of those vio- 
‘ators of national law and universal justice. I cannot say when, or in 
what form; but depend upon it, that if such an act take place, the 
thrones and principalities and powers must look out for the conse- 
quences. 

And now, gentlemen, let us do our part—let us understand the 
position in which we stand as the great republic of the world at the 
most interesting era of the world. Let us consider the mission and 
the destiny which Providence seems to have designed us for, and let 
ns so take care of our own conduct, that with irreproachable hands 
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and with hearts void of offence we may stand up whenever an 
wherever called upon, and with a voice not to be disregarded, say this 
shall not be done—at least not without our protest. 


THE PRESS 


Conspicuous among the agencies which serve as pioneers in hu mi 
progress, and without which science would be comparatively useless, 
is an untrammelled Press. It is the pillar and the cloud to direct { 
footsteps, and serves to perfect all that is grand in design, pure in m 
tive and mighty in achievement. Its warning notes summon tly 
soldier to the field of battle, and send terror and alarm to the wron: 
doer and usurper. It strikes with Ithuriel’s spear the high and the 
haughty in the moment of their impious daring, and stoops down t 
console and relieve the most abject of mortals. It has gone out to al! 
nations upon its mission of light, bearing with it the standard of civili- 
zation, knowledge, comme rce, arts and universal liberty. It takes t 
itself the wings ‘of the morning and flies to the uttermost parts of th: 
earth, diffusing joy and intelligence, and unites in bonds of amity and 
interest children who play around the beams of the morning and th 
setting sun. It imparts freshness and vigour to free and happy institu- 
tions, and quickens the pulsations of liberty. It elevates the patriotisn 
of the statesman, and nerves the mailed arm of the warrior in the hour o! 
battle. It enters within the domestic circle, that bower of earthly 
paradise, diffusing its salutary influences, aed dries up the mourner 
tears by te aching the consolations of religion. 

What though | it has transcended its high and its holy functions, and 
by its excesses abridged its power for good ; it is yet equal to the re- 
formation of its own abuses. Like the swollen stream, gathering blac k- 
ness and fury and overflowing its boundaries, it will anon subside | 
its own healthful channel—be purified by the freedom of its own c 
rent, and roll onward to fertilize and bless the extended domain o! 
humanity. Though petty despots have stretched out their puny sceptres 
over it, and prescribed limits beyond which it should not pass, it flow: 
onward upon its errand of mercy, bearing upon its proud waves th 
tidings of civil and religious liberty to all mankind. 

Thrice happy day, when barbarism and ignorance shall no longer 
degrade and afflict devoted man; when all shall meet together around 
the sacred home- hearth, like children of a common father; when al! shal! 
bask alike in the warm sunlight of their Maker; when all shal! drink 
together at the pure cushing fountain of liberty; when man shall no 
longer lord it over his fellow man; when charity shall not be locked 
up in the icebergs of the heart, but spring up at every step from th 
best instincts of humanity; when vice and tyranny shall live only in 
the remembrance of the wrongs they have done to mar the page of 
history and darken the shadows of tradition. (Senator Dickinson.) 





Notices of Books. 


NOTICES OF BOOKS. 


Tue HortTicuLturist AND JourNAL or Rurat Art anp RuRAL 
Taste. Epirep sy A.J. Downine, Author of Landscape Gar- 
dening, &c., published by Luther Tucker, Albany. 


We have received the third volume of this valuable work, embracing 
the twelve monthly numbers, from July, 1848. The study of horticul- 
ture has assumed of late years much importance, and a work so replete 
with information, as is the journal of Mr. Downing, cannot fail to at- 
tract general attention. The Editor seems to have communicated an 
interest to the subject which it did not before possess, and to enter into 
the field of rural improvement with a determination to excel all his 
predecessors. He does not confine himself to the garden and its 
products, but takes a wide range among all the objects that give 
beauty to the landscape and enhance the value of country life. Plans 
of gardens and villas and cottages, descriptions of lawns and meadows, 
of trees, fruits and flowers—accounts of horticultural exhibitions, of the 
advances of the art in this country, and the experiments and improve- 
ments in Europe, and hints and directions in whatever concerns the 
proper arrangement and management of the garden, are all put together 
in these numbers with a taste and skill that evince both study and 
genius. We were struck with the description at page 164 of the 
meadow park, at Geneseo, of James S. Wadsworth, Esq. (the largest 
landholder, we believe, in Western New York,) whose father and uncl« 
settled at Geneseo in 1790, and accumulated the immense estat: 
now held by the Wadsworth family. The picture of this park given 
by Mr. Downing is truthful, we know, and we make a short extract that 
our readers may form some conception of its extent and beauty. 

“The whole of that part of the valley emibraced by the eye—say a thousand 
acres, is a park full of the finest oaks—and such oaks as you may have dreame: 
of, (if you love trees) or, perhaps, have seen in pictures by Claude Lorraine, ox 
our own Durand; but not in the least like those you meet every day in you: 
woodland walks through the country at large. Or rather, there are thousands ct 
such as you may have seen half a dozen examples of in your own country. 

“And they are not only grand, majestic, magnificent, noble trees—these oaks 
—but they are grouped and arranged just as you, a lover of the beautiful, and we. 
a landscape-gardener, would have had them arranged, if we had had the taste of 
Sir Humphrey Ripton and the wand of an enchanter, and had attempted to mak: 
a bit of country after our own heart. 

“No underwood, no bushes, no thickets; nothing but single specimens o1 
groups of giant old oaks, (mingled with, here and there, an elm,) with leve! 
glades of broad meadow beneath them! An Englishman will hardly be con- 
vinced that it is not a park, planted by the skilful hand of man hundreds of years 
ago. 
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“This great meadow park is filled with herds of the finest cattle—the pride o) 
the home-farm. The guest at Geneseo takes his seat in the carriage, or furs. 
one of a party on horseback, for the afternoon drive over the ‘ flats,’ as the Geye- 
seo valley is called. 

“Thus in reality, you follow no roads,—none are needed, indeed ; for the sur. 
face of the great meadow park, for the most part, is so smooth and level that y 
drive here and there, to any point of interest, as you please. ‘To us, first of a) 
the trees themselves,—many, beautiful in their rich masses of foliage; many 
grand in their wonderful breadth of head and branches; and some, majestic ayy 
venerable in their great size and hoary old age. Near the bank of the river sti); 
stands the great oak* ‘Big Tree,’ under which the first treaty was signed be- 
tween the Indians and the first settlers of Geneseo, Its enormous trunk measures 
65 feet in circumference. It still wears a healthy crown of leaves, and is pyre. 
served with all the veneration which an object that awakens the sentiment of an- 
tiquity inspires in a new country. Not far from it stands the stump of a con- 
temporary, destroyed a few seasons before by the elements. The annual ring 
of its trunk tell the story of nine hundred years’ growth! 

‘* What is the solution, you ask, as you resame your drive again, of the mys- 
tery of this peculiar growth of trees in this great natural park? Has nature, wh 
usually sows bushes and briers in thicket and underwood amid the forest, take: 
it into her head to set an example here to planters of parks, and allowed ony 
gigantic trees and broad meadows to extend, seemingly, to the horizon? 

‘The tradition ran thus: This beautiful valley was a favourite hunting ground 
of the Indians. In order that they might render it as perfect as possible for this 
purpose, they were in the habit, every year, at the proper season, of lighting fires. 
These fires swept over the whole surface, and destroyed all the lesser fores: 
growth. The trees which survived, grew on, larger and larger every year, unti! 
at length the whole reached the condition of a great park, as it was _transterred 
to the white man. 

‘“‘ There are many beautiful features in the scenery of the broad state of New 
York; but there is no picture of sylvan or pastoral scenery daguerreotyped in ou 
memory, at once so fair, and so grand, as the meadow park at Geneseo.” 


A TueoreticaL ann Practicat TREATISE oN ALGEBRA, By H. N 
Rosinson, A. M., ronMERLY Proressor or MATHEMATICS IN THI 
U.S. Navy. Published by Erastus H. Pease & Co., Albany, anc 
Jacob Ernst, Cincinnati. 


\ Treatise on Astronomy, Descriptive, PuysicaL AND PRACTICAL. 
by the same author and same publishers. 


The methodical and perspicuous arrangement which characterize 
these valuable treatises, cannot be too highly commended. One of th: 
greatest errors observable in most of the elementary class books dail) 
issued from the press, for the use of schools and academies, is the want 
of definitions and illustrations in simple and intelligible terms, and of sucl: 
an arrangement of the several parts of the work as will cause the least 
confusion in the mind of the student. First principles should be briet!) 
and lucidly stated, so that there can be no possibility of a mistake. 


* “Big Tree” was the name of the Indian chief, of the tribe which originally live 
in this part of the Geneseo country. The old chieftain has long since gone to the 
eternal “hunting ground” of his fathers; but the tree, which was venerable in ! 
earliest youth, still survives him, and preserves his memory. 
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and examples and illustrations of rules and ‘theories should be so chosen 
as to fix the whole subject on the mind, and thus to make the way 
clear as the pupil advances. Such, however, is not often the case in 
these days of progress. Metaphysical theories abound in books that 
should be simple and elementary in all their parts. We have arbitrary 
rules leaving too much to the black-board and maps, and the direc- 
tions of the teacher ; we have language even difficult to be understood by 
adults, which is used for explanation to boys and girls, and sometimes 
a seeming confusion in the arrangement of the subject (especially in 
geographies) by which the young mind is bewildered, and flounders 
‘amongst the mass without obtaining any permanent benefit. 

Professor Robinson seems to have avoided confusion in arrangement 
as well as abstruseness in theory. His treatise on Algebra is both 
theoretical and practical; the explanations are easily understood, and 
the rules and modes of operation direct, clear and brief. Asan exam- 
ple of the former, he remarks, under the head of subtraction: 

“We do not approve of the use of the term subtraction as applied to Algebra 
for in many cases subtraction appears like addition, and addition like subtraction. 
We prefer the use of the term aeference. What is the difference between 12 
and 20 degrees of north latitude! This is subtraction. But when we demand 
the difference of latitude between 6 degrees north and 3 degrees south, the result 
appears like addition; for the difference is really 9 degrees, the sum of 6 and 3. 
This example serves to explain the true nature of the sign minus. It is merely 
an opposition to the sign p/us ; it is counting in another direction; and if we call 
the degrees north of the equator plus, we must call those south of it minus, taking 
the equator as the zero line. So it is on the thermometer scale—the divisions 
above zero are called plus and those below minus. Money due to us may be 
called plus; money that we owe should then be called minus—the one circum- 
stance is directly opposite in effect to the other. Indeed we can conceive of no 
quantity less than nothing, as we sometimes express ourselves.” 

This is very plain, and can be easily understood by any pupil who 
has progressed as far as the study of Algebra. The author has main- 
tained this simple and clear method which is adapted to all capacities 
throughout his whole volume of three hundred pages, thus making it 
a useful treatise and text book for schools and universities. No- 
thing is left in obscurity and doubt. From the first principles of the 
science to the higher degrees of equations, embracing Sturm’s theory 
and Horner’s method, there is manifest a steady and skilful effort to 
bring every thing to the comprehension of the student. 

The Treatise on Astronomy is, without doubt, a valuable addition 
taits class. The chief merits of the work “are brevity, clearness 
of illustration, anticipating the difficulties of the pupil, and removing 
them, and bringing out all the essential points of the science.”’ 

_ Professor Robinson informs us, and we believe he is right, that there 
is a class of works on Astronomy, “which consist of essays and po- 
pular lectures,”’ but from which “little substantial knowledge can be 
gathered, for they do not teach astronomy; as a general thing they 
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only glorify it.” ‘ There is also,” he remarks, “ another class, in which 
most of the important facts are recorded; such as the distances, mag- 
nitudes and motions of the heavenly bodies; but how these facts be- 
came known is rarely explained: this is what the true searcher after 
science will always demand, and this book is designed expressly to 
meet that demand.” He proceeds to state the design of the work in 
the following terms: 

“In the first part of the book we suppose the reader entirely unacquainted with 
the subject; but we suppose him competent to the task—to be, at least, sixteen 
years of age—to have a good knowledge of algebra, geometry and trigonometry 
—and then, not until then, can the study be pursued with any degree of success 
worth mentioning. Such a person and with such acquirements as we have her 
designated, we believe, can take this book and learn astronomy in ely y 
a short time; for the chief design of this work is to teach whoever desires to learn 
and it matters not where the learner may be, in a college, academy, school or a 
solitary student at home and alone in the pursuit.” : 


Croty’s British Porers.—A beautiful edition of this work has re- 
cently issued from the press of Phillips, Sampson & Co., Boston. 
It is ornamented with some handsome engravings, among which is 
the gentle face of Cowper’s mother, of whom the poet wrote: 


** Oh that those lips had language! 
Their own sweet sinile I see, 
The same that oft in childhood solaced me’ — 


There is a picture too representing the cavaliers as they are seen 
riding, 


Over hill, over valley, o’er dale and o’er down” — 
—‘*There’s Derby and Cavendish, dread of their foes: 
“'There’s Erin’s high Ormond and Scotland’s Montrose.” 

This volume of Croly is well deserving of a place in every library. 
From the quaint rhymes of Chaucer to the sweet stanzas of Hemans, 
there is a selection of the choicest beauties of the British poets, pre- 
senting a faithful exhibition “ of their styles of thought and language.” 


Houme’s History or Eneianp, anp Macavtay’s History, by the 
same publishers. These cheap and well executed editions of popular 
and valuable works are worthy of high commendation. Five volumes 
of the first have been received and two of the last. The publishers 
state that “ Hume will be comprised in six volumes. Two volumes of 
the continuation of Macaulay, having been published, the balance will 
be issued in uniform style, immediately on their appearance in London.” 

In examining one of the volumes of Macaulay, we happened to open 
it at the graphic description of the person and punishment of the infa- 
mous informer, ‘Titus Oates, who was tried and convicted of perjury in 
the reign of James II., and though some of our readers have seen it 
before, we cannot resist our inclination to introduce in this place a briet 
extract. 


“On the day in which he was brought to the bar, Westminster Hall was 
crowded with spectators, among whom were many Roman Catholics, eager 
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see the misery and humiliation of their persecutor. A few yearsearlicr his short 
neck, his legs uneven as those of a badger, his forehead low as that of a baboon, 
his purple cheeks, and his monstrous length of chin, had been familiar to all who 
frequented the courts of law. He had then been the idol of the nation. Wherever 
he had appeared men had uncovered their heads to him, the lives and estates of 
the magnates of the realm had been at his mercy. Times had now changed; and 
many, who had formerly regarded him as the deliverer of his country, shuddered 
at the sight of those hideous features on which villany seemed to be written 
by the hand of God. 

‘Jt was proved, beyond all possibility of doubt, that this man had, by false 
testimony, deliberately murdered several guiltless persons. He was convicted 
on both indictments. Hewas sentenced to be stripped of his clerical habit, to be 
pilloried in the Palace Yard, to be led round Westminster Hal! with an inscrip- 
tion declaring his infamy over his head, to be pilloried again in front of the Royal 
Exchange, to be whipped from Aldgate to Newgate, and, after an interval of two 
days, to be whipped from Newgate to T'yburn. 

“This rigorous sentence was rigorously executed. On the day on which Oates 
was pilloried in Palace Yard, he was mercilessly pelted and ran some risk of 
being pulled in pieces. On the following morning he was brought forth to un- 
dergo his first flogging. At an early hour an innumerable multitude filled all 
the streets from Aldgate to the Old Bailey. ‘The hangman laid on the lash with 
such unusual severity as showed that he had received special instructions. The 
blood ran down in rivalets. Fora time the criminal showed astrange constancy : 
but at last his stubborn fortitude gave way. His bellowings were frightful to 
hear. He swooned several times; but the scourge still continued to descend. 
When he was unbound, it seemed that he had borne as much as the human frame 
can bear without dissolution. James was entreated to remit the second flogging. 
His answer was short and clear: ‘He shall go through with it, if he has breath 
in his body.’ An attempt was made to gain the queen's intercession; but she 
indignantly refused to say a word in favour of such a wretch. After an interval 
of only forty-eight hours, Oates was again brought out of his dungeon. He was 
unable to stand, and it was necessary to drag him to Tyburn ona sledge. He 
seemed quite insensible; and the Tories reported that he had stupified himself 
with strong drink. A person who counted the stripes on the second day, said 
that they were seventeen hundred. ‘The bad man escaped with life, but so nar- 
rowly that his ignorant and bigoted admirers thonght his recovery miraculous, 
and appealed to it as a proof of his innocence. The doors of the prison closed 
upon him. During many months he remained ironed in the darkest hole of 
Newgate,” 

Titus Oates lived after the infliction of this terrible punishment 
twenty years. At the revolution the tide of popular favour set in his 
favour, and he received a pension of £1000. 

We have also received from Phillips, Sampson & Co., the illustrated 
edition of SHaxspeare’s Dramatic Works, now in the course of pub- 
lication. They state their object to be, “‘to prepare an edition from the 
highest authorities and in the most elegant form; not too much encum- 
bered with comments, nor so destitute of them as to be obscure to the 


general reader.” 

They have followed the reading of the text of the folio edition of 
1623, and acknowledge their indebtedness to Mr. Singer for the pre- 
liminary remarks. The typography and the ornamental parts of the 
work are admirable. The head of Miranda pre-fixed to the Tempest 
is exquisitely designed and finished. An American edition of the plays 
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of the great English dramatist in this form disincumbered of useless 
notes—elegant and accurate—is a desideratum. It is surprising that 
such perfect copies of the works of Shakspeare should be preserved, 
when it is considered how careless he was himself of their preservation, 
leaving them in the hands of stage-managers when he retired from the 
world, apparently regardless of its applause, and unconscious of the 
power and value of his productions. 


Home Recreations, Mary Howirr’s Tates anv Srortes, Tue C,- 
RAVAN, Firesipe Fairies, Hearts anp Homes, from the press o! 
D. Appleton & Co., New York. 


These works are all got up with the usual good taste and accuracy 
of the publishers; and the matter is mostly designed for the instruc tion 
and entertainment of youthful readers. The first, — Home Recreations, 
by Grandfather Merryman,—is a collection of ‘ Tales of Peril and Ad- 
venture, Voyages and Travels, Biography, Manners and Customs, 
Poetry, &c.”—The Tales and Stories by Mary Howitt, are in the 
best style of that practised and entertaining writer. They have the 
great merit of simplicity of language and purity of thought—and whilst 
boys and girls take delight in reading them, the moral lessons are so 
mixed up with the entertainment that they never fail toinstruct. Th: 
Caravan is a collection of tales, translated from the German by G. P. 
Quackenbos. If the judgment of our young friends, who have read 
them, is to be relied on, they are pleasant and interesting stories which 
do credit to the author. Of the Fireside Fairies, or Christmas of 
Aunt Elsie’s, we also hear the opinion universally expressed, that this 
volume has met the approbation of “the little people for whom it was 
expressly designed.” It has, therefore, accomplished its object, which, 
we learn from the preface, is so “to deck familiar, yet important truths, 
and the home duties of every day life in the drapery of fiction,” as t: 
reach the mind of the child. Hearts and Homes is a tale by a distin- 
guished writer, Mrs. Ellis, which needs not our opinion or encomium 
to make it acceptable to the public. 


Reco.uections or DEPARTED FRIENDs. By the Rev. Wm. Berrian, 
D. D., Rector of Trinity Church. New York. Stanford and 
Swords. 


We are indebted to the author for a copy of this well written, and, 
to us, deeply interesting volume. It contains a series of brief notices 
of his personal friends, ‘who have died in the faith. Among them are 
the names of John Henry Hobart, Cornelius R. Duffie, Robert ‘Troup, 
Jacob Lorillard, Thomas Lyell, John C. Rudd, David B. Ogden, and 
others; all of chen are well known to New Yorkers, and some ol! 
whom have a reputation for talent and worth, wide as the Union. 

Dr. Berrian is an able and agreeable writer, and his descriptions 
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of character are truthful and impressive. Of Mr. Duffie, whom we 
remember as a classmate, highly esteemed, he thus writes: 

“His piety was of the most engaging character; for while he was careful 
to adoim the doctrine of Christ by the strictness and purity of his life, yet 
there was such a gentleness in his manners, such sweetness of temper, such 
lowliness of heart, and unaffected modesty in his carriage, as represented re- 
ligion in her own meek and winning air, and gave a powerful and persuasive 
influence to his example.” , 

Referring to the advanced age and unimpaired faculties of David B. 
Ogden, the eminent jurist, he uses this language: 

“We are apt to think that at that age all the purposes of life are accom- 
plished, that active exertion is at an end, that desire has failed, that this 
mortal existence itself, on the conditions with which it must be held, would 
soon become a burden, ... it was not so in respect to our departed friend, 
. . . there was a freshness of feeling in him which is but seldom found in so 
old a man; a cheerfulness of spirit which, in despite of the vexations and 
trials of life, was an unfailing source of comfort to himself, and which shed 
perpetual sunshine on those around him.”’ 

His intellectual strength and his piety are thus described : 

“The peculiar and characteristic distinction of his logical mind was considered 
to consist in its clearness, consecutiveness and force, in seizing upon the 
general bearing and the strong points of every case, and urging it with the 
utmost precision and energy to its just conclusion. . . . The levity, ungodli- 
ness and skepticism, which he had met with in his promiscuous intercourse 
with the world produced not the slightest effect upon his devout and well 
ordered mind; and having all rational ground for his faith as a Christian, he 
received its holiest mysteries, and most incomprehensible truths with the 
meekness and simplicity of a child.” 


Memorrs oF THE Lire or Witit1aM Wirt. By John P. Kennedy. 
Lea and Blanchard. Philadelphia. 


We received a copy of this popular work at so late an hour as to be 
unable to do justice to its merits by more than a general notice. The 
established reputation of Mr. Kennedy as an author, and the success 
of his work, which has already passed to a second edition, are sufficient 
guarantees of its value. He has exhibited the incidents in the life and 
the character of the highly gifted William Wirt with a master’s hand. 
We question whether any contemporaneous biography will be read more 
generally or with more interest, as the author has been able to inter- 
weave with the narrative so many of the familiar letters of Wirt and 
uis friends—all of which abound with brilliant thoughts, sound philo- 
sophy, or touching expressions of affection and duty. Mr. Wirt was 
one of those instances of successful talent so often seen in this country. 
The son of a tavern-keeper at Bladensburgh, he rose to high rank in 
his profession—electrified the public by his brilliant eloquence on the 
trial of Aaron Burr—enjoyed the personal friendship of Jefferson, 
Madison and Monroe, and became Attorney General of the United 
States. 
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Tue Anoto-Saxon. Published in London by Longman& Co. Edited 
by the Author of Proverbial Philosophy. Agent in Philadelphia, 
Mr. Moore, 193 Chestnut Street. 


We are indebted to the politeness of the Rev. Dr. Lyons for the 
numbers of this new, original and elegant periodical. Its grand de- 
sign, as declared in the prospectus, is to promote ‘unity and brotherly 
good will”? among Anglo-Saxons, and all of Anglo-Saxon origin and 
relationship throughout the globe.. In one of the numbers some light 
is thrown upon the meaning of that comprehensive appellative “Ang|o- 
Saxon,” which of late has come so generally into use. 

«By Saxon race, (says Dr. Knox,) I mean the classic German of antiquity 
now represented with more or less admixture by the Norwegian, Swede 
Dane, Hollander, &e. . The insular Saxon is an offset from the continen tal 
occupies England as distinct from Wales, the eastern coasts of Scotland an 
of Ireland. In America he is already paramount lord of all the northern por- 
tion—there the Saxon, true to his nature, has changed his name; he calls 
himself an ‘American.’ . . . The Anglo-Saxon in England stands on neutra! 
ground. Anxious for the statu quo throughout the world, he dreads continental! 
wars. His fleets are ever ready to support dynasties. As a merchant, he 
intermeddles every where; as a Saxon, his colonies continually threaten re- 
volt. It is the same with Holland, also me eg by) a thoroughly Saxon race 
—the twin-brothers iu fact of the Saxon English.” 


A map is given in the first number, on which are marked the parts 
of the earth’s surface under the rule of the Anglo-Saxon race, and the 
population of those portions is set down at 188,177,763. This is a 
wide field for the diffusion of those principles of concord and amit) 
which Mr. Tupper proposes in his magnificent scheme. We regre' 
we have not room for a longer notice; but we heartily wish him suc- 
cess. Certainly he has given us four numbers full of beautiful en- 
gravings, replete with interesting matter, and in which we have fact 
and theory, philesophy, religion and poetry, admirably combined. As 
an example of the latter, we select the following specimens: 


“The blended memories of the good and great, 
Whom time has harmonized in excellence, 
Are a fair meeting field—let angry hate 
And jealous emulance be banished thence, 
With sordid creed, and bigot self-pretence. 
Thoughts that are holy, actions that are brave— 
Counsels of wisdom, words of influence— 
These are the sureties that are strong to save.”’ 


‘¢______. when most forlorn, 
In darkest hours of pain and anguish, 
No wild despair, or faithless scorn, 
Shall bid all Hope within me languish. 
What tho’ from earthly fount may flow 
No solace for a heart self-broken ! 
Yet prayer avails—and none so low 
For whom God’s goodness has no token.” 





Obituary. 


OBITUARY NOTICES. 
SEPTEMBER, 1849. 


Sept. 4th. At Palermo, on board the U. S. frigate Constitution, 
Capt. Joun Gwinn, of the Mediterranean squadron. He was a na- 
tive of Maryland, and entered the naval service of the United States 
in 1809. 

6th, At Brahan Castle, England, Epwarp Srantey, D.D., Bishop 
of Norwich, aged 70. 

117A. In the city of Mexico, General Martano Parepes, Presi- 
dent of Mexico, at the commencement of the late war. 


19th. At Woodbury, N. J., Jonan Carre ct, aged 91, a venera- 
ble soldier of the revolution, who fought at the battle of Princeton. 


20th. In California, on the Upper Sacramento, Capt. W. H. 
Warner, of the Topographical Engineers. He was murdered by 
a party of Indians, who shot him down whilst he was leading a 
command, eight arrows having entered his body, and one passing 


entirely through it. 
In Germany, Strauss, the celebrated musical composer. It is 
said that thirty thousand persons attended his funeral. 


OcToBER. 


Oct. 1st. In France, at Fontenay, M. Jean Baptiste Rosriiarp, 
aged 113 years. He retained his faculties to the last. 

In Saxony, at Raudnitz, Madame Scurapenr, one of the first tra- 
gediens in Germany, at the advanced age of 84. The emperor, 
Francis I., had her portrait painted and placed in the imperial mu- 
seum. 

In England, Admiral Sir Epwarp Owen, at the age of 78, a dis- 
tinguished officer. 


4th. In Philadelphia, Penn., Danrex Firier, Esq., formerly 
High Sheriff of the city and county. 


6th. At the Washington Hospital, Baltimore, Epgar A. Por, 
Esq. He was a poet of singular originality and power—of rare 
genius, great scholarship, and a caustic and severe critic, as well as 
writer in other departments of pure literature. At about 38 years 
of age, he terminated a life of those trials to which genius is too 
often subject. 


7th. In Texas, near the Colorado river, Lieut. Monrcomery P. 
Harrison, (grandson of the late President of that name.) He was 
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killed by the Indians. He had ridden out from camp on the after- 
noon of that day alone, for the purpose of ascertaining the proper 
road. No Indian signs had previously been seen, and no Indians 
were supposed to be near. He was found pierced in many places 
with arrows, and shot, as is supposed, with his own pistol. 


11¢h. At Porte Grande, Island of St. Vincent, Commander Gor. 
pon, of the U.S. navy. He had been in command of the African 
squadron. 


At Vernon, N. Y., Capt. Srepnen Brieuam, at the age of 95. 
He served at Bunker Hill. 


14¢h. At Hardwicke House, England, Dr. Coppiesrone, Bishop 
of Llandaff, aged 73. He was distinguished for his classical attain- 
ments, and his excellent private life. 


16¢h. In California, Captain Herman Tuorn, of the U.S. army, 
drowned in crossing the Colorado river, near Gila. 


20¢h. At Windsor, Vermont, Hon. Jonarnan H. Hvpnzarp, 
aged 81 years. He was a representative in Congress for several 
years, and a judge of the supreme court. 

At York, Penn. Rev. Ropertr Carucart, D.D. He was proba- 
bly the oldest minister in the Presbyterian church, having attained 
the age of 90, 


25th. In New Hampshire, on the White mountains, Mr. Frepe- 
RICK STRICKLAND, an English gentleman, about thirty years of age, 
and heir to large estates, who had been travelling for some months 
in this country. He separated himself from his companions, lost 
his way, and perished on the mountains. 


26th. At Boston, Mass., Coarntes E, Horn, at the age of 63— 
an eminent composer of music. 


At Exeter, New Hampshire, Bensamin Asporr, LL.D., at the 
age of 87. He was extensively known as the principal of Exeter 
Academy, at which Daniel Webster, Lewis Cass, and other distin- 
guished men were educated. 


27th. In Baltimore county, Md., Tostas E. Sranssury, 93 years 
old. He lived and died in the place where he was born. From the 
opening events of the revolutionary war, down to within a very re- 
cent period, he participated actively in national and state affairs, was 
repeatedly a member of the legislature, and presided as speaker o! 
the house of delegates. 

At Geneva, N. Y., Major Davin B. Dovetass, Professor of Ma- 
thematics and Natural Philosophy in Geneva College. He entered 
the army at an early age, and distinguished himself in the battles o! 
Lundy’s Lane and Fort Erie. After the war, he took a leading par' 
in re-organizing the military academy, and remained a professor 
there until 1830, since which he has been extensively employed in 
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civil engineering on some of the principal works in the United 
States, and was, for several years, acting president of Kenyon col- 
lege. He prepared the plans and estimates of the Croton aqueduct. 
He was a gentleman of great worth, of polished manners, and sin- 
cere piety. 

29th. At Albany, N. Y., Dr. Perer Wenpett, Chancellor of 
the Regents of the University of New York, and the oldest resident 
physician in that city, in the 64th year of his age. He was widely 
known, and highly respected for his intelligence, probity, and use- 
fulness. 


30th.. At Shoreham, Vt., Hon. Siras Jenison, for several years 
governor of that State. 


In Paris, Freperick Francis Cuoprn,at the age of 39. He was 
born near Warsaw, and was one of the most remarkable musicians 
in the world, Chopin shunned public performances. His delight 
was to have around him a circle of musicians and pupils who would 
listen to his ravishing strains as he sat extemporizing and inspired 
at the piano. 


NovEMBER. 


Nov. 1st. At New Haven, Conn., Hon. Exizur Goopricn, LL.D. 
at the age of 89. 

Mr. Goodrich was one of the very few survivors among the men 
who figured in public life under the administrations of W rashington 
and the elder Adams. Indeed, since the death of the late Albert 
Gallatin, he is believed to have been the eldest survivor among the 
members of Congress during that period. 


At Kingston, Rhode Island, Sytv1a Torry, at the age of 112. 
Her youngest child lived with her, and was 87. 


ith. At Waterloo, Ill., Rev. Perer Rogers, in his hundredth 
year. He was one of Washington’s life guards in the war of Inde- 
pendence, and perhaps the last of that noble band. 


16¢h. In Germany, Prince Leorpotp ALExanpER HonENLone, 
Bishop of Sardica, Grand Provost and Canon of the Chapter of 
Groswardein, Hungary, and Mitred Abbot of St. Michael of Ga- 
borjau, was a scion of the Waldenburg branch of the ancient and il- 
lustrious German family of Hohenlohe. The prince was born Au- 
gust 17, 1794, and very early in life devoted himself to the service 
of religion. His fervour and piety were so ardent, and his prayers 
in behalf of the sick and afflicted proved so frequently successful, 
that many believed that he was gifted with a miraculous power. 
Some five and twenty years ago, this supposed divine attribute cre- 
ated a great sensation, and became the universal theme of conversa- 
tion. The subject was then much and seriously discussed on both 
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sides. Since that little or nothing has been heard of the prince, 
who, it appears, shrank from the strange publicity given to him, and 
confined himself subsequently to the zealous and exemplary per- 
formance of his high clerical and episcopal functions. 

Prince Hohenlohe, whatever might be the faith in his miracles, 
was much esteemed and beloved for the mildness and benevolence 
of his disposition; and his death is very generally regretted. 


24th. In England, Lady Cuartorre Liypsay, an accomplishes 
and highly gifted woman, the last surviving child of the celebrated 
statesman, Lord North. She was one of the household of Car ‘line, 
Princess of Wales. 


26¢h. In Rhode Island, Mrs. Hensnaw, the mother of Bishop 
Henshaw, at the age of 79. She was devotedly pious, and antici- 
pated death with calm composure. On the day of her death, she 
withdrew to her room, apparently well, and in fifteen minutes after 
she was found by one of her daughters seated in the same arm chair 
in which her husband had died in 1825—her spectacles on—the 
Bible and Prayer-Book on the stand before her—not a limb, fea- 
ture or muscle moved, perfectly life-like; but her heart had ceased 
to beat. 


27th. At Macon, Georgia, Gen. Duncan J. Ciincn. He was for 
many years an officer in the United States army. He served with 
high distinction in the war of 1812, was retained as a colonel upon 
the reduction of the army at its close, soon acquired a brevet as 
brigadier general, and with that rank, commanded in Florida in 
1835-6, at the commencement of the Seminole war. He was truly 
a hero at the battle of Withalacoochee. He was afterwards a mem- 
ber of Congress, and recently a candidate for Governor of Georgia. 

He was “a soldier without reproach, and an honest man.” 


At Roxbury, Mass., JoserH Apams, in the hundredth year of his 
age. 


DECEMBER. 


Dec. 1st. In England, Esenezer Ex iort, the celebrated “ corn- 
Jaw rhymer,” and devoted friend of humanity, at the age of 70. Ii 
Scott be the poet of Tweedside, and Wordsworth of the Lakes, to 
Elliott, assuredly, belong the heights and dales of Yorkshire—and, 
yet more, its “broad towns,’’ in which manufacture is unable to de- 
stroy or efface the elements of poetry that lie in the human heart, 
“with all its dreams and sighs.”” 

At Canonsburgh, S. C., Capt. Jonn Writiamson, of the U.S. 
army. He wasa native of N. Jersey, and an accomplished officer. 


In England, Witrit1am Cuartes Keppet, Earl of Albemarle, at 
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an advanced age. He succeeded to the peerage when he was only 
six months old. 


3d. At Newport, R. I., Hon. Wittram Hunter, LL.D. He 
was in the senate of the United States, and in 1834 he accepted 
from Gen. Jackson the appointment of Chargé d’Affaires to Brazil, 
and in 1841 he was made minister plenipotentiary at that court, 
where he remained till 1844, 

Recently, at Brussels, M. Vernerest, the most celebrated book 
collector in Europe, perhaps in the world. He had founded a very 
curious establishment, consisting of a house of several stories, and 
as high as a church, and disposed so as to contain about 300,000 
volumes, arranged according to their subjects. 

In England, ADELAIDE, Queen Dowager, at the age of 58. She 
was a daughter of the Duke of Saxe Meiningen, and her baptismal 
name was Adelaide Louisa Theresa Caroline Amelia. She was 
married in 1818 to William IV., then Duke of Clarence, eight years 
after his separation from Mrs. Jordan, the actress. She was recom- 
mended to the prince by the Queen mother, for her many amiable 
qualities and domestic virtues. A large portion of her annual al- 
lowance from the British exchequer has been devoted to deeds of 
charity and Christian benevolence, and an elegant English church 
in the island of Malta, remains, with other works of the kind, to 
commemorate her piety. She was a devoted wiie to the late king, 
and though better fitted for private domestic life, she never failed 
to command the respect of all, even in the gay circles of the court. 

In York, Wiitt1am Erry, a great modern painter. Like Rem- 
brandt and Constable, he was a miller’s son, and made his first 
sketches with chalk on the mill floor. He travelled and studied 
much in Rome, Venice, Florence, and France. His art was to him 
a source of unalloyed happiness. 

In England, two of the heroes of the peninsular war, Sir GrorGE 
Anson, and Sir Joun Ormsspy VaAnpDELEUR, who fought at Sala- 
manca, Vittoria, Rodrigo, and Waterloo, under “the iron Duke.” 


5th. At Philadelphia, Penn., WritLt1am Suorr, in the 91st year 
of his age. 

He was a native of Virginia, and educated in the same class with 
Chief Justice Marshall,—was secretary of legation to Mr. Jefferson 
—was Chargé to the French republic, and was the first citizen of 
the United States nominated and appointed to a public office under 
the federal constitution. During the administration of General 
Washington, who evinced for him high personal regard, he was suc- 
cessively appointed minister resident at the Hague, and commis- 
sioner, and subsequently minister to Spain. 


9th. At Boston, Joun Bromrierp, Esq. He bequeathed $205 000 
to charitable institutions. 
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At Cooperstown, N. Y., Judge Morenovse, of the 6th judicial 
district—an upright and highly esteemed man. 


12th. In London, Sir Mare IsaAmpert Brunet, Vice Presiden: 
of the Royal Society and of the institution of civil engineers, a ja- 
tive of France. He built the Bowery theatre, New York, furnishe, 
plans for canals, invented the circular saw for cutting veneers of ya- 
luable woods, built steamboats, and was the engineer of the tunn¢ 
under the river Thames, London. 


20¢h. In Washington county, N. Y., Wittram MI cer, © t}y 
prophet of the Millerites,” at the age of 68. He was a native o! 
Pittsfield, Mass., and during the last war with England, served as 
captain of volunteers on the northern frontier. He began to speak 
in public assemblies upon the subject of the millennium in 183). 
and in the ten years which preceded the time which he had set fo; 
the confirmation of all prophecy, he laboured assiduously in th 
middle and northern states, averaging, it is said, nearly one sermoy 
a day for more than half that period. He was uneducated, and not 
largely read in even the common English commentaries; his views 
were absurd, and supported but feebly; yet he succeeded in build 
ing up a sect of some thirty or forty thousand disciples, which dis- 
appeared rapidly after the close of the “day of probation” in 1843, 
after which time Mr. Miller himself did not often advocate or de. 
fend his views in public. 


25th. At San Francisco, California, Groner H. Vart, Esq. 
Troy, N. Y., at the age of 30. He was a young man of noble qual i 
ties of heart ‘and head—of intelligence and talent of the first orde: 
He contributed to this work the ‘interesting articles on China a 
the opium trade. 





Poe 


try. 


POETRY. 


THE 


ARK. 


(From the Anglo-Saxon.) 


What is it floats upon that world of seas— 

Without an anchor, and without a guide? 

From the strange sight each sea-born monster 
flees, 


And the mad wave turns harmless from its side. | 


[t is the sanctuary of life floats there, 
Safe amidst torrents, cradled on the waves— 


The Hand that made a delug’d world despair, | 


Unseen protects it, and midst ruin saves. 


The strife is o’er—no more the ark of peace 
Lay on the bosom of the avenging flood; 


| For at His word, who bade “the waters cease.’ 
On the bare summit of the mount it stood. 


} 
| 
| 


And is it so? Great God of power and grace 
That thus thy terrors did thine ark enfold, 

Is it ‘midst vengeance on a fallen race 

| That we thy miracles of love behold ? 


| 
| 


| Then fearless thro’ the world’s tempestuous 
| sea, 

| Saviour of men, to Thee my spirit flies— 

| Thy timid wounded dove will haste to Thee, 
| And from thy shelt’ring hand to heaven arise ! 


ADDITION TO GRAY’S ELEGY, 


The following lines were published many ye 


ars ago anonymously, in a Rhode Island paper 


The author, who was the Rev. James D. Knowles, believed that Gray had not given to the 
subject of his muse enough of religious character to render the charm complete; hence he wrote 
these verses to follow the stanzas in the elegy beginning with the words— 


“ Far from the maddening crowd's ignoble stir.’’ 


No airy dreams their simple fancies fired, 
No thirst for wealth, no panting after fame; | 

But truth divine sublimer hopes inspired, 
And urged them onward to a nobler aim. 


From every cottage, with the day arose 


They gladly thronged their grateful hymns t 
raise, 
Oft as the calm and holy Sabbath shone ; 
The mingled tribute of their prayers and praise 
In sweet communion rose before the throne. 


The hallowed voice of spirit-breathing prayer; | Here, from those honoured lips, which sacred 


And artless anthems, at the peaceful close, 
Like holy incense charmed the evening air. 


Though they, each tome of human lore un- 
known, 
The brilliant path of science never trod, 
he sacred volume claimed their hearts alone, 
Which taught the way to glory and to God. 


fire 
From heaven’s high chancery hath touched 
to hear 
Truths which their zeal inflame, their hopes 
inspire, 
Give wings to faith, and check afiection’s 
tear. 


When life flowed by, and like an angel, death 





Here they from truth’s eternal fountain drew 
; The pure and gladdened waters day by day, 
Learned since our days are evil, fleet and few, 
To walk in wisdom’s bright and peaceful 
way. 


' 


Inyon lone pile, o'erwhich has strangely passed, | 
_ The heavy hand of all destroying time, 
Through whose low mouldering aisle now 
sighs the blast, 
And round whose altars grass and ivy climb. 


Came to release them to the worlds on high, 
Praise trembled still on each expiring breath, 
And holy triumph beamed from every eye. 


Then gentle hands their “dust todust” consign; 
With quiet tears the simple rites are said; 
And here they sleep, till at the trump Divine, 

The earth and ocean render up their dead. 
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A SISTER'S LOVE. 


More constant than the evening star, A living fount which ever flows, 
Which mildly bearns above— Warmed by love's pure ray. 
That diadem—oh! dearer far 

A sister’s gentle love! | Gem of the heart! Life’s gift divine, 
|  Bequeathed as from above, 
Brighter than dew drop on the rose, | Glad offering at affection’s shrine— 

Than nature’s smile more gay— | A sister's holy love ! 


JUDGE GENTLY. 


Oh, there has many a tear been shed, | But let the harshness of reproof, 
And many a heart been broken, With kindest tones be blended. 
For want of a gentle hand stretched forth, 
Or a word in kindness spoken, | The seeds of good are every where, 
And, in the guiltiest bosom, 
Then oh, with brotherly regard, | Should, by quickening rays of love, 
Greet every son of sorrow, Put forth their tender blossom. 
So from each tone of love his heart 
New hope, new strength, shall borrow. | While many a tempted soul hath been 
To deeds of evil hardened, 
Nor turn, with cold and scornful eye, | Who felt that bitterness of grief, 
From him who hath offended, | The first offence unpardoned. 


LET US GIVE THANKS. 
BY ELIZA COOK. 


Let us give thanks, with grateful soul, The flower yields its odour breaths, 
To Him who sendeth all ; As gentle winds go past; 

To Him who bids the planets roll, The grasshopper that lurks beneath, 
And sees a ‘ sparrow fall.” Chirps merrily and fast; 

Though grief and tears may dim our joys, The ring-dove coos upon the spray, 
And care and strife arrest, The larks full anthems pour; 

"Tis man, too often, that alloys The bees start with a jocund lay, 
The lot his Maker blest: The waves sing on the shore ; 

While sunshine lights the boundless sky, Hosannas fill the wood and wild, 
And dew drops teed the sod— Where human step ne'er trod; 

While stars and rainbows live on high— And nature, like an unweaned child, 
Let us give thanks to God. Smiles on its parent, God. 


We till the earth in labour's health, Say, brothers, shall the bird and bloom 
We plant the acorn cup: ‘Thus teach, and teach in vain? 

The fields are crowned with golden wealth, Shall all the love rays that illume, 
The green tree springeth up; Le lost in clouds of pain? 

The sweet, eternal waters gush Shall hearts be dead and vision blind 
From fountain and from vale; To all that mercy deals? 

The vineyards blush with purple flush, Shall soul and reason fail to find 
The yellow hop leaves trail; The shrine where instinct kneels? 

And while the harvest flings its gold, Ah, no!—while glory lights the sky, 
And cowslips deck the sod— And beauty paints the sod— 

While limpid streams are clear and cold, While stars and rainbows live on high, 
Let us give thanks to God, Let us give thanks to God. 








Documents. 


DOCUMENTS. 


STATE PAPERS 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


MESSAGE OF THE PResIDENT OF THE UNITED States TO BOTH Houses OF THE 
Tuirty-rirst Concress, Decemper, 1849. 

Fellow-Citizens of the Senate and House of Representatives :—Sixty years have 

elapsed since the establishment of this government, and the Congress of the 
l Tnite »d States again assembles to legislate for an empire of freemen. The pre- 
dictions of evil prophets, who formerly pretended to foretell the downfall of 
our institutions, are now remembered only to be derided, and the United States 
of America, at this moment, present to the world the most stable and perma- 
nent government on earth. 

Such is the result of the Jabours of those who have gone before us. Upon 
Congress will eminently depend the future maintenance of our system of free 

government, and the transmission of it unimpaired to posterity. 

We are at peace with all the nations of the world, and seek to maintain our 
cherished relations of amity with them. During the past year, we have 
been blessed, by a kind Providence, with an abundance of the fruits of the 
earth; and, although the destroying angel for a time visited extensive portions 
of our territory with the ravages of a “dre adful pestilence, yet the Almighty 


has at length deigned to stay his hand, and to restore the inestimab] He blessing 


of general health to a people who have acknowledged his power, deprecated 
his wrath, and implored his merciful protection. 

While enjoying the benefits of amicable intercourse with foreign nations, 
we have not been insensible to the distractions and wars which have prevailed 
in other quarters of the world. It is a proper theme of a to Him 
who rules the destinies of nations, that we have been able to maintain. amidst 
all these contests, an independent and neutral position ade co belligerent 
powers, 

Our relations with Great Britain are of the most friendly character. In con- 
sequence of the recent alteration of the British navigation acts, British vessels 
from British and other foreign ports, will, (under our existing laws,) after the 
first day of January next, be admitted to entry in our ports, a cargoes of 
the growth, manufacture, or production of any part of the world, on the same 
terms, as to duties, imposts, and charges, as vessels of the United States with 
their cargoes; and our vessels will be admitted to the same advantages in 
British ports, entering therein on the same terms as British vessels. Should 
no order in council disturb this legislative arrangement, the late act of the 
British Parliament, by which Great Britain is brought within the terms a 
posed by the act of Congress of the Ist of March, 1817, it is hoped, will t 
productive of benefit to both countries. 
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A slight interruption of diplomatic intercourse which occurred between t})/s 
government and France, | am happy to say, has been terminated, and our 1)- 
nister there has been received. It is, therefore, unnecessary to refer now | 
the circumstances which led to that interruption. I need not express to you 
the sincere satisfaction with which we shall welcome the arrival of anothe 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary from a sister republic 
which we have so long been, and still remain, bound by the strongest ties o| 
amity. 

Shortly after I had entered upon the discharge of the executive duties, | 
was apprized that a war steamer, belonging to the German empire, was be: 
fitted out in the harbor of New York, with the aid of some of our naval ot/\- 
cers, rendered under the permission of the late secretary of the navy. ‘I'lis 
permission was granted during an armistice between that empire and the k: 
dom of Denmark, which had been engaged in the Schleswig-Holstein wa; 
Apprehensive that this act of intervention, on our part, might be viewed as « 
violation of our neutral obligations, incurred by the treaty with Denmark, ani 
of the provisions of the aet of Congress of the 20th of April, 1818, I directed 
that no further aid should be rendered by any agent or officer of the nav, 
and I instructed the secretary of state to apprize the minister of the Germay 
empire, accredited to this government, of my determination to execute the 
Jaw of the United States, and to maintain the faith of treaties with all nations 
The correspondence, which ensued between the department of state and the 
ministerof the German empire, is herewith laid before you. The execution o/ 
the law and the observance of the treaty were deemed by me to be due to the 
honour of the country, as well as to the sacred obligations of the constitution, 
I shall not fail to pursue the same course, should a similar case arise with 
any other nation. Having avowed the opinion, on taking the oath of office, 
that, in disputes between conflicting foreign governments, it is our interest, 
not less than our duty, to remain strictly neutral, [ shall not abandon it. Y: 
will perceive from the correspondence submitted to you, in connexion wit! 
this subject, that the course adopted in this case has been properly regarded 
by the belligerent powers interested in the matter. 

Although a minister of the United States to the German empire was ap- 
pointed by my predecessor in August, 1848, and has, for a long time, bee 
attendance at Finukiert-enthe-diaies; and, although a minister appointed | 
represent that empire was received and accredited here, yet no such govern- 
ment as that of the German empire has been definitively constituted. \: 
Donelson, our representative at Frankfort, remained there several months 
the expectation that a union of the German states, under one constitutio: 
form of government, might, at length, be organized. It is believed by th 
well acquainted with the existing relations between Prussia and the states 
Germany, that no such union can be permanently established without her co- 
operation. In the events of the formation of such a union, and the organiza- 
tion of a central power in Germany, of which she should form a part, it woul 
become necessary to withdraw our minister at Berlin; but while Prussia ex- 
ists as an independent kingdom, and diplomatic relations are maintained with 
her, there can be no necessity for the coutinuance of the mission to Franktort 
I have, therefore, recalled Mr. Donelson, and directed the archives of thie le- 
gation at Frankfort to be transferred to the American legation at Berlin. 

Having been apprized that a considerable number of adventurers were en- 
gaged in fitting out a military expedition, within the United States, against a 
foreign country; and believing, from the best information [ could obtain, that 
it was destined to invade the island of Cuba, I deemed it due to the friendly 
relations existing between the United Statesand Spain—to the treaty betwe: 
the two nations—to the laws of the United States, and, above all, to the Ame- 
rican honour, to exert the lawful authority of this government in suppressing 
the expedition and preventing the invasion. 
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To this end, I issued a proclamation, enjoining it upon the officers of the 
United States, civil and military, to use all lawful means within their power. 
A copy of that proclamation is herewith submitted. The expedition has been 
suppressed, So long as the act of Congress, of the 20th of April, 1818, which 
owes its existence to the lawof nations, and to the policy of Washington him- 
self, shall remain on our statute-book, [ hold it to be the duty of the executive 
faithfully to obey its injunctions. ; 

While this expedition was in progress, I was informed that a foreigner, who 
claimed our protection, had been clandestinely, and, as was supposed, forcibly 
carried off in a vessel from New Orleans to the island of Cuba. I immedi- 
ately caused such steps to be taken as I thought necessary, in case the infor- 
mation I had received should prove correct, to vindicate the honour of the 
country, and the right of every person seeking an asylum on our soil to the 
protection of our laws. The person alleged to have been abducted was promptly 
restored, and the circumstances of the case are now about to undergo investi- 
gation before a judicial tribunal. I would respectfully suggest, that although 
the crime charged to have been committed in this case is held odious as be- 
ing in conflict with our opinions on the subject of national sovereignty and 
personal freedom, there is no prohibition of it, or punishment for it, provided 
in any act of Congress. The expediency of supplying this defect in our cri- 
minal code is, therefore, recommended to your consideration. 

I have scrupulously avoided any interference in the wars and contentions 
which have recently distracted Europe. 

During the late conflict between Austria and Hungary, there seemed to be 
a prospect that the latter might become an independent nation. However 
faint that prospect at the time appeared, ( thought it my duty, in accordance 
with the general sentiment of the American people, who deeply sympathized 
withthe Magyar patriots, to stand prepared, upon the contingency of the esta- 
blishment by her of a permanent government, to be the first to welcome inde- 
pendent Hungary into the family of nations. For this purpose I invested an 
agent, then in Europe, with power to declare our willingness prompily to 
recognise her independence in the eveut of her ability to sustain it. The 
powerful intervention of Russia, in the contest, extinguished the hepes of the 
struggling Magyars. ‘The United States did not, at any time. interfere in the 
contest; but the feelings of the uation were strongly enlisted in the cause, 
and by the sufferings of a brave people, who had made a gallaut though un- 
successful effort to be free. 

Our claims upon Portugal have been, during the past year, prosecuted with 
renewed vigour, and it has been my object to employ every effort of honoura- 
ble diplomacy to procure their adjustment. Our late Charge d’Affaires at 
Lisbon, the Hon. George W. Hopkins, made able and energetic, but unsuc- 
cessful efforts to settle these unpleasant matters of controversy, and to obtain 
indemnity for the wrongs which were the subjects of complaint. Our present 
Charge d’Affaires at that court will, also, bring to the prosecution of these 
claims ability and zeal. The revolutionary and distracted condition of Por- 
tugal, in past times, has been represented as one of the leading causes of her 
delay in indemnifying our suffering citizens. But [ must now say it is matter 
of profound regret that these claims have not yet been settled. The omission 

{ Portugal to do justice to the American claimants has now assumed a cha- 
racter so grave and serious, that I shall shortly make it the subject of a spe- 
cial message to Congress, with a view to such ultimate action as ils wisdom 
and patriotism may suggest. 

With Russia, Austria, Prussia. Sweden, Denmark, Belgium, the Nether- 
lands, and the Italian States, we still maintain our accus.omed amicable re- 
ations, 


During the recent revolutions in the papal states, our Charge d’Affaires at 
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Rome has been unable to present his letter of credence, which, indeed, he 
was directed by my predecessor to withhold until he should receive further 
orders. Such was the unsettled condition of things in those states, that it 
was not deemed expedient to give him any instructions on the subject of pre- 
senting his credential letter different from those with which he had been fur- 
nished by the Jate administration, until the 25th of June last, when, in conse- 
quence of the want of accurate information of the exact state of things, at that 
distance from us, he was instructed to exercise his own discretion in present- 
ing himself to the then existing government, if, in his judgment, suflicient!y 
stable ; or, if not, toawait further events. Since that period, Rome has under- 
gone another revolution, and he abides the establishment of a government 
sufficiently permanent to justify him in opening diplomatic intercourse with it. 

With the republic of Mexico it is our true policy to cultivate the most 
friendly relations. Since the ratification of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 
nothing has occurred of a serious character to disturb them. A faithful ob- 
servance of the treaty, and a sincere respect for her rights, cannot fail to se- 
cure the lasting confidence and friendship of that republic. The message of 
my predecessor to the house of representatives, of the &th of February last, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution of that body, a copy of a 
paper called a protocol, signed at Queretaro, on the 30th of May, 1848, by the 
commissioners of the United States and the minister of foreign affairs otf the 
Mexican government, having been a subject of correspondence between the 
departmeut of state and the envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary 
of that republic accredited to this government, a transcript of that correspond- 
ence is herewith submitted. 

The commissioner on the part of the United States for marking the boundary 
between the two republics, though delayed in reaching San Diego by unfore- 
seen obstacles, arrived at that place within a short period after the time re- 
quired by the treaty, and was there joined by the commissioner on the part 
of Mexico. They entered upon their duties, and, at the date of the latest 
intelligence from that quarter, some progress had been made in the survey. 
The expenses incident to the organization of the commission, and to its con- 
veyance to the point where its operations were to begin, have so much re- 
duced the fund appropriated by Congress, that a further sum, to cover the 
charges which must be incurred during the present fiscal year, will be neces- 
sary. The great length of frontier along which the boundary extends, the 
nature of the adjacent territory, and the difficulty of obtaining supplies, except 
at or near the extremes of the line, render it also indispensable that a liberal! 
provision should be made to meet the necessary charges during the fiscal year 
ending on the 30th of June, 1851. | accordingly recommend this subject to 
your attention, 

In the adjustment of the claims of American citizens on Mexico, provided 
for by the late treaty, the employment of counsel, on the part of the govern- 
ment, may become important for the purpose of assisting the commissioners 
in protecting the interests of the United States. I recommend this subject to 
the early and favourable consideration of Congress. 

Complaints have been made in regard to the inefflicienev of the means pro- 
vided by the government of New Grenada for transporting the United States 
mail across the Isthmus of Panama, pursuant to our postal convention with 
that republic, of the 6th of March, 1844. Our Charge d’Affaires at Bogota 
has been directed to make such representations to the government of New 
Grenada as will, it is hoped, lead toa prompt removal of this canse of com- 
plaint. 

Tae sanguinary civil war with which the republic of Venezuela has for 
some time past been ravaged, has been brought toa close. In its progress, 
the rightsof some of our cilizens resident or trading there have been violated 
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The restoration of order will afford the Venezuelan government an opportu- 
nity to examine and redress these grievances, and others of long standing, 
which our representatives at Caraccas have, hitherto, ineffectually urged upon 
the attention of that government. 

The extension of the coast of the United States on the Pacific, and the unex- 
ampled rapidity with which the inhabitants of California, especially, are in- 
creasing in numbers, have imparted new consequence to our relations with 
the other countries whose territories border upon that ocean. It is probable 
that the intercourse between those countries and our possessions in that quar- 
ter, particularly with the republic of Chili, will become extensive and mu- 
tually advantageous, in proportion as California and Oregon shall increase in 
population and wealth. It isdesirable, therefore, that this government should 
do every thing in its power to foster and strengthen its relations with those 
states, and that the spirit of amity between us should be mutual and cordial. 

I recommend the observance ot the same course towards all other American 
States. The United States stand as the great American power to which, as 
their nataral ally and friend, they will always be disposed first to look for 
mediation and assistance, in the event of any collision between them and any 
European nation, As such, we may often kindly mediate in their behalf, 
without entangling ourselves in foreign wars or unnecessary controversies. 
Whenever the faith of our treaties with any of them shall require our interfe- 
rence, we must necessarily interpose. 

A convention has been negotiated with Brazil, providing for the satisfaction 
of American claims on that government, and it will be submitted to the se- 
nate. Since the last session of Congress, we have received an envoy extraor- 
dinary and minister plenipotentiary from that empire, and our relations with 
it are founded upon the most amicable understanding. 

Your attention is earnestly invited to an amendment of our existing laws 
relating to the African slave trade, with a view to the effectual suppression 
of that barbarous traffic. It is not to be denied that this trade is still, in part, 
carried on by means of vessels built in the United States, and owned or navi- 
gated by some of our citizens. The correspondence between the department 
of state and the minister and consul of the United States at Rio de Janeiro, 
which has from time to time been laid before Congress, represents that it isa 
customary device to evade the penalties of our laws by means of sea-letters. 
Vessels sold in Brazil, when provided with such papers by the consul, instead 
of returning to the United States for a new register, proceed at once to the 
coast of Africa, for the purpose of obtaining cargoes of slaves. 

Much additional information of the same character has recently been trans- 
mitted to the department of state. It has not been considered the policy of 
our laws to subject an American citizen, who, in a foreign country, purchases 
a vessel built in the United States, to the inconvenience of sending her jiome 
fora new register, before permitting her to proceed on a voyage. Any alte- 
ration of the laws, which might have a tendency to impede the free transfer 
of property in vessels between our citizens, or the free navigaiion of those 
vessels between different parts of the world, when employed in lawful com- 
merce, should be well aud cautiously considered; but I trust that your wis- 
dom will devise a method by which our general policy, in this respect, may 
be preserved, and at the same time the abuse of our flag, by means of sea- 
letters, in the manner indicated, may be prevented. 

Having ascertained that there is no prospect of the re-union of the five 
States of Central America, which formerly composed the republic of that 
name, we have separately negotiated with some of them treaties of amity and 
commerce, which will be laid before the senate. 

A contract having been concluded with the State of Nicaragua, by a com. 


pany composed of American citizens, for the purpose of constructing a ship 
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canal] through the territory of that State, to connect the Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans, | have directed the negotiation of a treaty with Nicaragua, pledging 
both governments to protect those who shall engage in and perfect the work. 
All other nations are invited by the State of Nicaragua to enter into the same 
treaty stipulations with her, and the benefit to be derived by each from such 
an arrangement, will be the protection of this great inter-oceanie communi- 
cation against any power which might seek to obstruct it, Or 0 Monopolize 
its advantages. All States, entering into such a treaty, will enjoy the right 
of passage through the canal on payment of the same tolls. 

The work, if constructed under these guarantees, will beeome a bond of 
peace, instead of a subject of contention and strife, between the nations of the 
earth. Should the great maritime states of Europe consent to this arrange- 
ment, (and we have no reason to suppose that a proposition so fair and bonour- 
able will be opposed by any,) the energies of their people and ours will co- 
operate in promoting the success of the enterprise. 1} do not recommend any 
appropriation from the national treasury for this purpose, nor do I believe that 
such an appropriation is necessary. Private enterprise, if properly protected 
will complete the*work, should it prove to be feasible. The parties who have 
procured the charter from Nicaragua, for its construction, desire no assist- 
ance from this government beyond its protection; and they profess that, 
having examined the proposed line of communication, they will be ready to 
commence the undertaking whenever that pretection shall be extended to 
them. Should there appear to be reason, on examining the whole evidence, 
1o entertain a serious doubt of the practicability of constructing such a canal, 
that doubt could be speedily solved by an actual exploration of the route. 

Should such a work be constructed, under the common protection of all 
nations, for equal benefits to all, it would be neither jnst nor expedient thai 
any great maritime state should command the communieation. The terri- 
tory through which the canal may be opened ought to be freed from the claims 
of any foreign power. No such power should occupy such a position that 
would enable it hereafter to exercise so controlling an influence over the 
commerce of the world, or to obstruct a highway which ought to be dedicated 
to the eommon uses of mankind. 

The routes across the Isthmus, at Tehvantepee and Panama, are also worthy 
of our serious consideration. They did not fail to engage the attention of my 
predecessor. The negotiator of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was instructed 
to offer a very large sum of money for the right of transit across the Isthmus 
of Tehuantepec. 

The Mexican government did not accede to the proposition for the pur- 
chase of the right of way, probably beeanse it had already contracted with 
private individuals for the construction of a passage from the Guasacualco 
siver to Tehuantepec. I shall not renew any proposition to purehase, for 
money, a right which ought to be equally secured to all nations, on payment 
of a reasonable toll to the owners of the improvement, who would, doubtless, 
be well contented with that compensation and the guarautees of the maritime 
States of the world, in separate treaties negotiated with Mexico, binding her 
and them to protect those who should construct the work. Such gearanices 
would do more to secure the completion of the communication through the 
territory of Mexico, than any other reasonable consideration that could be of 
fered; and as Mexico herself would be the greatest gainer by the opening of 
this communication between the Gulf and the Pacitic ocean, it is presumed 
that she would not hesitate to yield her aid, in the manner proposed, to ac- 
complish an improvement so important to her own best interests. 

We have reason to hope that the proposed rail-road across the Isthmus of 
Panama will be successfully constructed, under the protection of the late 
treaty with New Grenada, ratified and exchanged by my predecessor on the 
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10th day of June, 1848, which guaranties the perfect neutrality of the Isthmus, 
and the rights of sovereignty and property of New Grenada over that territory, 
‘with a view that the free transit from ocean to ocean may not be interrupted 
or embarrassed” during the existence of the treaty. It is our policy to en- 
courage every practicable route across the Isthmus, which connects North 
and South America, either by rail-road or canal, which the energy and enter- 
prise of our citizens may induce them to complete; and I consider it obliga- 
tory upon me to adopt that policy, especially in consequence of the absolute 
necessity of facilitating intercourse with our possessions on the Pacific. 

The position of the Sandwich Islands, with reference to the territory of the 
United States on the Pacific; the success of our persevering and benevolent citi- 
zens who have repaired to that remote quarter in Christianizing the natives and 
inducing them to adopt a system of government and laws suited to their capacity 
and wants; and the use made by our numerous whale-ships of the harbours of 
the islands as places of resort for obtaining refreshments and repairs, all combine 
to render their destiny peculiarly interesting to us. 

It is our duty to encourage the authorities of those islands in their efforts to 
improve the moral and political condition of the inhabitants; and we should make 
reasonable allowances for the difficulties inseparable from this task. We desire 
that the islands may maintain their independence, and that other nations should 
concur with us in this sentiment. We could, in no event, be indifferent to their 
passing under the dominion of any other power. The principal commercial 
states have in this a common interest, and it is to be hoped that no one of them 
will attempt to interpose obstacles to the entire independence of the islands. 

The receipts into the treasury for the fiscal year ending on the thirtieth of June 
last, were, in cash, forty-eight millions eight hundred and thirty thousand ninety- 
seven dollars and fifty cents, (48,830,097 50,) and in Treasury notes funded, ten 
millions eight hundred and thirty-three thousand dollars, (10,833,000,) making 
an aggregate of fifty-nine millions six hundred and sixty-three thousand ninety- 
seven dollars and fifty cents, (59,663,097 50,) and the expenditures, for the 
same time, were, in cash, forty-six millions seven hundred and ninety-eight thou- 
sand six hundred and sixty-seven dollars and eighty-two cents, (46,798,667 82,) 
and in Treasury notes, funded, ten millions eight hundred and thirty-three thou- 
sand dollars, (10,833.000,) making an aggregate of fifty-seven millions six hun- 
dred and thirty-one thousand six hundred and sixty-seven dollars and eighty-two 
cents, (57,631,667 82.) 

The accounts and estimates which will be submitted to Congress in the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, show that there will probably be a deficit occa- 
sioned by the expenses of the Mexican war and treaty, on the first day of July 
next, of five millions eight hundred and twenty-eight thousand one hundred and 
twenty-one dollars and sixty-six cents, (5,828,121 66,) and on the first day of 
July, 1851, of ten millions five hundred and forty-seven thousand and ninety-two 
dollars and seventy-three cents, (10,547,092 73,) making in the whole a probable 
deficit, to be provided for, of sixteen millions three hundred and seventy-five 
thousand two hundred and fourteen dollars and thirty-nine cents, (16,375,214 39.) 

The extraordinary expenses of the war with Mexico, and the purchase of Ca- 
lifornia and New Mexico, exceed in amount this deficit, together with the loans 
heretofore made for those objects. 1 therefore recommend that authority be given 
to borrow whatever sum may be necessary to cover that deficit. 1 recommend 
the observance of strict economy in the appropriation and expenditure of the pub- 
lie money. 

1 recommend a revision of the existing tariff, and its adjustment on a basis which 
may augment the revenue. I do not doubt the right or duty of Congress to en- 
courage domestic industry, which is the great source of national as well as in- 
dividual wealth and prosperity. 1 look to the wisdom and patriotism of Congress 
for the adoption of a system which may place home labour at last on a sure and 
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permanent footing, and, by due encouragement of manufactures, give a new an| 
increased stimulus to agriculture, and promote the development of our vast re. 
sources, and the extension of our commerce. Believing that to the attainment o; 
these ends (as well as the necessary augmentation of the revenue and the pre- 
vention of frauds,) a system of specific duties is best adapted, I strongly recoin- 
mend to Congress the adoption of that system, fixing the duties at rates hig} 
enough to afford substantial and sufficient encouragement to our own industry. 
and at the same time so adjusted as to insure stability. j 

The question of the continuance of the sub-Treasury system is respectfully s\})- 
mitted to the wisdom of Congress. If continued, important modifications of 
appear to be indispensable. 

For further details and views of the above, and other matters connected wi:! 
commerce, the finances and revenues, I refer to the report of the Secretary of tl 
Treasury. 

No direct aid has been given by the general government to the improvemen: 
of agriculture, except by the expenditure of small sums for the collection av 
publication of agricultural statistics, and for some chemical analyses, which hay 
been, thus far, paid for out of the patent fund. This aid is, in my opinion, whol!) 
inadequate. ‘To give to this leading branch of American industry the encourage- 
ment which it merits, I respectfully recommend the establishment of an Agricul- 
tural Bureau, to be connected with the Department of the Interior. ‘To elevat 
the social condition of the agriculturist, to increase his prosperity, and to extend 


‘his means of usefulness to his country, by multiplying his sources of informa- 


tion, should be the study of every statesman, and a primary object with every le- 
gislator. 

No civil government having been provided by Congress for California, th: 
people of that territory, impelled by the necessities of their political condition 
recently met in convention for the purpose of forming a constitution and stat 
government, which, the latest advices give me reason to suppose, has been ac- 
complished ; and it is believed they will shortly apply for the admission of Cali- 
fornia into the Union as a sovereign state. Should such be the case, and shoul 
their constitution be conformable to the requisitions of the constitution of th: 
United States, I recommend their application to the favourable consideration 0! 
Congress. 

The people of New Mexico will also, it is believed, at no very distant period 
present themselves for admission into the union. Preparatory to the admission 
of California and New Mexico, the people of each will have instituted for them- 
selves a republican form of government, “laying its foundations in such princi- 
ples, and organizing its powers in such form as to them shall seem most likely 
to effect their safety and happiness.”’ 

By awaiting their action, all causes of uneasiness may be avoided, and confi- 
dence and kind feeling preserved. With a view of maintaining the harmony and 
tranquillity so dear to all, we should abstain from the introduction of those ex- 
citing topics of a sectional character which have hitherto produced painful appre- 
hensions in the public mind; and I repeat the solemn warning of the first and 
most illustrious of my predecessors, against furnishing “any ground for charac- 
terizing parties by geographical discriminations.” 

A collector has been appointed at San Francisco under the act of Congress ex- 
tending the revenue laws over California; and measures have been taken to or- 
ganize the custom-house at that and the other ports mentioned in that act, at tle 
earliest period practicable. ‘The collector proceeded overland, and advices have 
not yet been received of his arrival at San Francisco. Meanwhile it is under- 
stood that the customs have continued to be collected there by officers acting 
under the military authority, as they were during the administration of my pre- 
decessor. 

It will, I think, be expedient to confirm the collections thus made, and direct 
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the avails (after sach allowances as Congress may think fit to authorize.) to be 
expended within the territory, or to be paid into the treasury, for the purpose of 
meeting appropriations for the improvement of its rivers and harbours. 

A party, engaged on the coast survey, was despatched to Oregon in January 
last. According to the latest advices, they had not left California; and directions 
have been given to them, as soon as they shall have fixed on the sites of the two 
light-houses, and the buoys authorized to be constructed and placed in Oregon, 
to proceed without delay to make reconnoisances of the most important points on 
the coast of California, and especially to examine and determine on sites for light- 
houses on that coast, the speedy erection of which is urgently demanded by our 
rapidly increasing commerce. 

] have transferred the Indian agencies from upper Missouri and Council Bluffs 
to Santa Fe and Salt Lake; and have caused to be appointed sub-agents in the 
valleys of the Gila, the Sacramento, and San Joaquin rivers. Still further legal 
provisions will be necessary for the effective and successful extension of our sys- 
tem of Indian intercourse over the new territories. 

I recommend the establishment of a branch mint in California, as it will, in 
my opinion, afford important facilities to those engaged in mining, as well as to 
the government in the disposition of the mineral lands. 

I also recommend that commissions be organized by Congress to examine and 
decide upon the validity of the present subsisting land titles in California and 
New Mexico; and that provision be made for the establishment of offices of sur- 
veyor general in New Mexico, California, and Oregon, and for the surveying and 
bringing into market the public lands in those territories. ‘Those Jands remote 
in position and difficult of access, ought to be disposed of on terms liberal to all, 
but especially favourable to the early emigrants. 

In order that the situation and character of the principal mineral deposites in 
California may be ascertained, | recommend that a geological and mineralogical 
exploration be connected with the linear surveys, and that the mineral lands be 
divided into small lots suitable for mining, and be disposed of, by sale or lease, 
so as to give our citizens an opportunity of procuring a permanent right of pro- 
perty in the soil. ‘This would seem to be as important to the success of mining 
as of agricultural pursuits. 

The great mineral wealth of California, and the advantages which its ports 
and harbours, and those of Oregon afford to commerce, especially with the islands 
of the Pacific and Indian oceans, and the populous regions of Eastern Asia, make 
it certain that there will arise, in a few years, large and prosperous communities 
on our western coast. It therefore becomes important that a line of communica- 
tion, the best and most expeditious which the nature of the country will admit, 
Should be opened within the territory of the United States from the navigable 
waters of the Atlantic or the Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific. 

Opinion, as elicited and expressed by two large and respectable conventions 
lately assembled at St. Louis and Memphis, points to a railroad as that which, 
if practicable, will best meet the wishes and wants of the country. But while 
this, if in successful operation, would be a work of great national importance, 
and of a value to the country which it would be difficult to estimate, it ought also 
to be regarded as an undertaking of vast magnitude and expense, and one which 
must, if it be indeed practicable, encounter many difficulties in its construction 
and use, 

Therefore, to’ avoid failure and disappointment; to enable Congress to judge 
whether in the condition of the country through which it must pass, the work be 
feasible, and if it be found so, whether it should be undertaken as a national im- 
provement, or left to individual enterprise ; and in the latter alternative, what aid, 
if any, ought to be extended to it by the government. I recommend, as a prelimi- 
nary measure, a careful reconnoisance of the proposed several routes by a scienti- 
fic corps, and a report as to the practicability of making such a road, with an 
estimate of the cost of its construction and support. 
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For further views on these and other matters connected with the duties of 
the home department, I refer you to the report of the secretary of the interior, 

I recommend early appropriations for continuing the river and harbour im. 
provements which have been already begun, and also for the construction of 
those for which estimates have been made, as well as for examinations and estj- 
mates preparatory to the commencement of such others as the wants of our coun- 
try, and especially the advance of our population over new districts, and the ex. 
tension of commerce, may render necessary. An estimate of the amount which 
can be advantageously expended within the next fiscal year, under the direction 
of the bureau of topographical engineers, accompanies the report of the secretary 
of war, to which I respectfully invite the attention of Congress. ; 

The cession of territory made by the late treaty with Mexico, has greatly ex- 
tended our exposed frontier, and rendered its defence more difficult. That treaty 
has also brought us under obligations to Mexico, to comply with whieh a mil)- 
tary force is requisite. But our military establishment is not materially changed 
as to its efficiency from the condition in which it stood before the commencement 
of the Mexican war. Some addition to it will therefore be necessary ; and I re- 
commend to the favourable consideration of Congress an increase of the severa| 
corps of the army at our distant western posts, as proposed in the accompanying 
report of the secretary of war. 

Great embarrassment has resulted from the effect upon rank in the army here- 
tofore given to brevet and staff commissions. ‘The views of the secretary of war 
on this subject are deemed important, and if carried into effect will, it is believed, 
promote the harmony of the service. The plan proposed for retiring disabled of- 
ficers, and providing an asylum for such of the rank and file as from age, wounds, 
and other infirmities, occasioned by service, have become unfit to perform their 
respective duties, is recommended as a means of increasing the efficiency of th 
army, and as an act of justice due from a grateful country to the faithfal soldier. 

The accompanying report of the secretary of the navy presents a ful! and satis- 
factory account of the condition and operations of the naval service during the 
past year. Our citizens engaged in the legitimate pursuits of commerce have 
enjoyed its benefits. Wherever our national vessels have gone, they have been 
received with respect, our officers have been treated with kindness and courtesy, 
and they have, on all occasions, pursued a course of strict neutrality, in accord- 
ance with the policy of our government. 

The naval force at present in commission is as large as is admissible, with the 
number of men authorized by Congress to be employed. 

I invite your attention to the recommendation of the secretary of the navy on 
the subject of a reorganization of the navy in its various grades of officers, and 
the establishing of a retired list for such of the officers as are disqualified for active 
and etfective service. Should Congress adopt some such measure as is recom- 
mended, it will greatly increase the efficiency of the navy, and reduce its expen- 
ditures. 

I also ask your attention to the views expressed by him in reference to 
the employment of war-steamers, and in regard to the contracts for the trans- 
portation of the United States’ mails, and the operation of the system upon 
the prosperity of the Navy. 

By an act of Congress passed August 14, 1848, provision was made for ex- 
tending post-office and mail accommodations to California and Oregon. Ex- 
ertions have been made to execute that law ; but the limited provisions of the 
act, the inadequacy of the means it authorizes, the ill adaptation of our post- 
office laws to the situation of that country, and the measure of compensation 
for services allowed by those laws, compared with the prices of labour and 
rents in California, render those exertions, in a great degree, ineffectual. More 
particular and efficient provision by law is required on this subject. 

The act of 1845, reducing postage, has now, by its operation during four 
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years, produced results fully showing that the income from such reduced 
postage is sufficient to sustain the whole expense of the service of the Post- 
Office Department, not including the cost of transportation in mail steamers on 
the lines from New York to Chagres, and from Pauama to Astoria, which have 
not been considered by Congress as properly belonging to the mail service. 

It is submitted to the wisdom of Congress, whether a further reduction of 
postage should not now be made. more particularly on the letter correspon- 
dence. This should be relieved from the unjust burden of transporting and 
delivering the franked matter of Congress, for which public service provision 
should be made from the treasury. | confidently believe that a change may 
safely be made, reducing all single letter postage to the uniform rate of five 
cents. regardless of distance, without thereby imposing any greater tax on 
the treasury than would constitute a very moderate compensation for this 
public service ; and I therefore respectfully recommend such a reduction. 

Should Congress prefer to abolish the fianking privilege entirely, it seems 
pre bable that no demand on the Treasury would result from the proposed re- 
duction of postage. Whether any further diminution should now be made, or 
the result of the reduction to five cents, which | have recommended, should 
be first tested, is submitted to your decision. 

Since the commencement of the last session of Congress, a postal treaty 
with Great Britain has been received and ratified, and such regulations have 
been formed by the Post-Office Departments of the two countries, in pursu- 
ance of that treaty, as to carry its provisions into full operation. The attempt 
to extend this same arrangement, through England, to France, has not been 
equally successful; but the purpose has not been abandoned. 

For a particular statement of the condition of the Post-Office Department, 
and other matters connected with that branch of the public service, I refer 
you to the report of the Postmaster General. 

By the act of the 3d of March, 1849, a Board was constituted to make ar- 
rangements for taking the seventh census, composed of the Secretary of State, 
the Attorney General, and the Postmaster General; and it was made the duty 
of this Board “to prepare and cause to be printed such forms and schedules 
as might be necessary for the ful] enumeration of the inhabitants of the United 
States; and also proper forms and schedules for collecting in statistical tables, 
under proper heads, such information as to mines, agriculture, commerce, 
manufactures, education, and other topics, as would exhibit a full view of the 
pursuits, industry, education, and resources of the country.” 

The duties enjoined upon the census board, thus established, having been 
periormed, it now rests with Congress to enact a law for carrying into effect 
the provision of the constitution Which requires an actual enumeration of the 
people of the United States within the ensuing year. 

Among the duties assigned by the constitution to the general government 
is one of local and limited application, but not, on that account, the less obli- 
yatory; I allude to the trust committed to Congress, as the exclusive legisla- 
tor and sole guardian of the interests of the District of Columbia. I beg to 
commend these interests to your kind attention. As the national metropolis, 
the city of Washington must be an object of general interest; and, founded as 
it was under the auspices of him whose immortal name it bears, its claims to 
the fostering care of Congress present themselves with additional strength. 
Whatever can contribute to its prosperity must enlist the feelings of its cou- 
stilutional guardians. and command their favourable consideration. 

Our government is one of limited powers, and its successful administration 
eminently depends on the confinement of each of its co-ordinate branches 
within its own appropriate sphere. The first section of the Constitution or- 
dains that “all legislative powers therein granted shall be vested in a Con- 
gress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Re- 
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presentatives.” The executive has authority to recommend (not to dictate 
measures to Congress. 

Having performed that duty, the executive department of the governmen: 
cannot rightfully control the decision of Congress on any subject of legislation 
until that decision shall have been officially submitted to the President {o; 
approval. The check provided by the constitution, in the clause couter;iy, 
the qualified veto, will never be exercised by me, except in the cases cop. 
templated by the fathers of the republic. I view it as an extreme measure 
to be resorted to only in extraordinary cases—as where it may become tieces. 
sary to defend the executive against the encroachments of the legislative 
power, or to prevent hasty and inconsiderate or unconstitutional legislation. 

By cautiously confining this remedy within the sphere prescribed to i: 
the cotemporaneous expositions of the framers of the constitution, the w: 
the people, legitimately expressed on all subjects of legislation, through tie; 
constitutional organs, the senators and representatives of the United State: 
will have its full effect. As indispensable to the preservation of our systey, 
of self-government, the independence of the representatives of the States 
and people is guarantied by the constitution; and they owe no responsibility 
to any human power but their constituents. , 

By holding the representative responsible only to the people, and exempt- 
ing him from all other influences, we elevate the character of the constitueit 
and quicken his sense of responsibility to his country. It is under these cir- 
cumstances only that the elector can feel that, in the choice of the law-make, 
he is himself, truly, a component part of the sovereign power of the natio: 
With equal care we should study to defend the rights of the executive an\ 
judicial departments. Our government can only be preserved in its puri! 
by the suppression and entire elimination of every claim or tendency of on 
co-ordinate branch to encroachment upon another. 

With the strict observance of this rule and the other injunctions of the 
stitution—with a sedulous inculcation of that respect and love for the u 
of the States, which our fathers cherished and enjoined upon their childs 
and with the aid of that over-ruling Providence which has so long ani s 
kindly guarded our liberties and institutions, we may reasonably expect 
transmit them with their innumerable blessings to the remotest posterity. 

But attachment to the union of the States should be habitually fostere 
every American heart. For more than half a century, during which kingdom: 
and empires have fallen, this Union has stood unshaken. The patriots \ 
formed it have long since descended to the grave; yet still it remains, | 
proudest monument to their memory, and the object of affection and admis. 
tion with every one worthy to bear the American name. 

In my judgment its dissolution would be the greatest of calamities, and ' 
avert that, should be the study of every American. Upon its preserva: 
must depend our own happiness and that of countless generations to come. 
Whatever dangers may threaten it, I shall stand by it and maintain it in ils 
integrity, to the full extent of the cbligatious imposed, and the power con- 
ferred upon me by the constitution. 


Wasnineton, December 4th, 1849. Z. TAYLOR. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 
Treasury DerartMenrt, | 
December 1849. § 
The Secretary of the Treasury reports: 
RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 
The receipts and expenditures for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 151”, 
were: 
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Receipts from customs, ‘ r 4 : . $28.346.738 82 
Do. do. public lands, F ; : 1.688.959 55 
Do. do. miscellaneous sources . 1.038.649 13 
Do. do. avails of Treasury notes and loan ns in ‘spe cie, 17,755.750 00 
Do. do. do. funded, ‘ é t : 10.833.000 00 

259,663,097 50 

Add balance in the Treasury July 1, 1848, . > 153.534 60 





$59,.816.632 10 
The expe onditures for the same fiscal year 


we ar, ineash,  . . . . ©46,798.667 82 
Treasury notes funded, , ‘ 10,833,000 00— $57,631,667 82 
Leaving a balance in the Treasury July 1, 1849, ; S2.184.964 28 


as appears in detail by accompanying statement A, 
ESTIMATES. 
The estimated receipts and expenditures for the fiscal year ending 30th 
June, 1850, are: 
Receipts from customs—lIst quarter, by 











actual returns, . ; - $11,643.728 54 
Receipts from customs—2d, 3d and 4th 
quarters, as estimated, . , 19,856,271 46— $31,500,000 00 
Receipts from public lands, . ° ; , 1.700.000 00 
Do. do. miscellaneous source s, ‘ J ‘ 1.200.000 00 
$34,400,000 00 
Receipts from avails of loans in specie, . $399,050 00 
Do. do. do. in Treasury notesfunded, 839,450 00— 1.238.500 00 
Total ree eipts, . : . $35,.638.500 00 
Add balance in the Tre asury, July Ist, 1849, , . 2,181,964 28 
Total means as estimated, : : , ‘ $37.823.464 28 


EXPENDITURES, VIZ.: 
The actual expenditures for the first quar- 
ter, ending 30th of September, 1849, 
were, . . $8,904,829 96 
As appears in detail by accompanying 
statement B. 
7 estimated expenditures d 


} 
th 
i 


uring the 

er three quarters, from the Ist of Oct., 
1849. 1 to 30th June, 1850, are: 

Civil list, foreign intercourse and miscel- 


laneous, ; 10,330,116 62 
Expenses of colle eting revenue from cus- 

toms, ‘ . : : ‘ 1.925.000 00 
Expenses of collecting revenue from lands, 113.850 00 
Army D oper, &e., ; ; 8.245.039 80 
Forti tic ations, ordnance, arming militia, &e., 1,997,420 93 
Inter al improvements, &c.,_. © 77,072 30 
In lian Department, : ‘ ‘ 859,963 73 
Pensions, , : ‘ 682,630 77 
Naval establishments, . 6.814,783 43 
Interest on public debt and’ r reasury notes, 3,700,878 40— $43,651,585 94 





Deficit Ist of July, 1850, $5,828,121 66 
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The estimated receipts and expenditures for the fiscal year commencjjs 
July 1, 1850, and ending June 30, 1851, are: 
Receipts from customs, , . ° « $32,000 000 o9 
Do. do. public lands, ‘ 4 2,150 OU0 va 
Do. do. miscellaneous sources, 300.000 60 


Total estimated receipts, . ° , , . $34,450,000 09 
The expenditures during the same period, as estimated by the severa| 
partments of State, Treasury, War, Navy, Interior, and Postmaster Geuerg 

are :— 
The balances of former appropriations which will be required 
to be expended this year, . ° ‘ ‘ » $5,656,530 34 
Permanent and indefinite appropriations, 5,643,410 24 
Specific appropriations asked for this year, . 33,697,152 15 
$44,997,092 73 
This sum is composed of the following particulars: 
Civil list, foreign intercourse and miscellaneous, 11,088.724 
Expenses of collecting revenue from customs, ; 2,750,000 
Expenses of collecting revenue from lands, ‘ 170,835 
Army proper, &c., ; ‘ ‘ ° 8,296,183 
Fortifications, ordnance, arming militia, &e., 2,015,446 
Internal improvements, &c., . ‘ ‘ 1,247,203 : 
Indian department, ‘ . 1,912,710 5 
Pensions, ; » . * ‘ 1.927.010 00 
Naval establishment, . 11,353,129 64 


Interest on Treasury notes and public debt, ‘ 3,742,951 13 
Purchase of stock of the loan of 28th January, 1817, 492,898 97 


$44,997,092 73 
Deficit July 1, 1851, $10,547,092 73 
Do. July 1, 1850, . : ; 5,828,121 6 


Total deficit, 1850 and 1851, . ; ‘ ‘ . $16,375,214 39 


Prior to the first of July last, the expenses of collecting the revenue | 
customs were paid out of the accruing revenue at the several ports, aud 0 
the balance came into the treasury; of course the receipts at the treasu') 
actual and estimated, were of the net revenue after deducting all expenses. 

By the act of 3d March last, the system was changed from and after !st 
July, 1849, and, accordingly, the receipts, actual and estimated, from that 
date, are of the gross revenue, and estimates are submitted of the expenses 
of collection. 

The alteration thus made in the law must prove to be salutary, as the al- 
tention of Congress will be annually drawn to the expenditures under this 
head, and they will be enabled to limit them in a spirit of economy as sev: 
as the exigencies of the public service will admit. 

Notwithstanding the great increase of the business of the country, the act 
of 17th June, 1844, has prevented any addition to the number of inspectors, 
gaugers, weighers, measurers, or markers, (in any district then established.) 
since its passage, except ten inspectors at New Orleans, per act 3d March, 
1845, and the consequence is, that at all the large ports the number o! 
spectors is insufficient for the discharge of the duties of those offies, and the 
prevention of breaches or evasions of the revenue laws. 

These duties have been greatly increased by the establishment of the ware- 








x 
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housing system, and the difficulties thereby enhanced without any provision 
for increasing the number of officers to meet the emergencies of the new ser- 
vice. In addition to the temporary “aids to the revenue” appointed by some 
of the collectors under the authority of the act of 1799, I have been compelled 
to meet in part the emergency thus occasioned by authorizing, at the perts of 
New York, Boston, New Orleans, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Bristol, R. 1, 
the employment of thirty-two additional clerks to act as storekeepers, and 
relieve from attendance upon the warehouses that number of inspectors, in 
order that they might attend to their appropriate duties; and have declined 
assenting to requests for similar authority from other ports, only because the 
necessity did not appear to be of so urgent a character as to make it impos- 
sible to await the action of Congress on this subject. 

The establishment of new collection districts in Texas and California, and 
the probable necessity of creating more, will of course make an addition to 
the expenses heretofore incurred, as well as to the revenue to be received. 

The preventive service is amalgamated by our system with the service of 
collection, There are now 110 cellection districts in the United States. Of 
this number, eighteen are maintained at the public expense, not having col- 
lected any revenue during the past year. There are thirty-six at which the 
revenue collected is not sufficient to meet the annual expenses, and but fifty- 
six at which the gross revenue exceeds the expenses. 

Under these circumstances, [ submit the estimates herewith presented 
(marked C) of the expenses of collecting the revenue from customs on the 
present seale of service, submitting to the wisdom of Congress the question of 
reducing that seale, and the mode of such reduction. | annex to the report 
copies of letters (marked T) received from collectors of the customs on the 
subject. In my judgment, no reduction is practicable, consistently with the 
security of the revenue ; on the contrary, | have no doubt that the force should 
be increased. 

I deem it proper to invite the early attention of congress to the appropria- 
tion required for the second half of the current fiscal year, for which a sepa- 
rate estimate is submitted, (C,) as required by the 3d section of the act of 3d 
of March last. ‘The entire revenne from customs being paid into the publie 
treasury, and remittances made to each collector for all the expenses of col- 
lection, very great embarrassment would result if the necessary appropriations 
were delayed. 

Under the provisions of the 6th section of the act of 3d March last, I pre- 
sent herewith a “statement of the amount of money expended at each custom 
house in the United States during the fiscal year ending the 30th June last, 
and also the number of persons employed, and the occupation ard salary ot 
each person, at each of the said custom-houses during the period aforesaid,” 
(marked D.) 

It will be seen, from the statement referred to, that full complement of 
officers for twenty-four revenue vessels were charged upon the revenue. 
The number of officers has been reduced to sixteen of each grade. 

. 
PUBLIC DEBT. 


_Annexed will be found table marked (E), in compliance with the 22d section 
{the act of the 28th of January, 1847, containing the information required there- 
by, respecting the issue, redemption, purchase, and resale of treasury notes. 

As required by the first section of the act of the 10th August. 1846, a state- 
ment is appended (marked E E) showing the amount of treasury notes paid with- 
in the preceding year under the provisions of that act. 

Statement (F) shows the payments into the treasury on account of the loan 
of 1848, 


The public debt amounted, on the Ist of October, 1848, agreeably to table (O) 
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annexed to the last report of my predecessor, to the sum of $65,778.450 4). 
Since that time, $1,073,756 70 of the debt has been redeemed and extinguis)ed 
by the purchase of stocks, &c. Of the amount thus redeemed and extinguish 
there were—on account of the debt of the cities of the District of Columbia as. 
sumed by the act of 20th May, 1836, $60,000; on account of the old funded 
and unfunded debt, $5,089 58; of treasury notes purchased at par and received jn 
payment for lands and customs, $2,150; of military bounty serip, $233,075. of 
the stock of 1842, 380,700; of the stock of 1843, $136,000; of the stock of [848 
$260,000; of the stock of 1847, $382,500; which last was paid for out of the land 
fund, and purchased by Hugh Maxwell, Esq., collector of New York, with ty 
aid (kindly afforded) of C. W. Lawrence, Esq., the late collector of that port 
whose resignation had, at that time, just taken effect, and who had acquired som 
experience in similar operations, from having been employed in them by the 
government in the previous year. See statement hereto annexed marked (G. 

The public debt now amounts to the sum of $61,704,693 71, which will be je- 
deemable as follows :— 

Parts of the old funded and unfunded debt on presentation, © $,122.735 10 
Debts of the district cities assumed by Congress, 360,000, pay- 

able annually, ° 960,000 00 
Five per cent. stock, per act of August, 1846, redeemable 9th 

August, 1851, ° 303,573 9 
Five per cent. loan, of 3d March, 1813, redeemable Ist July, 1853, 6,468,231 35 
Six per cent. loan of 22d July, 1846, redeemable 12th Novem- 

ber, 1856, 4,999,149 45 
Six per cent. loan of 15th April, 18 12, redeemable 31st Decem- 

ber, 1862, . - 8.198.686 
Six per cent. loan of 28th Jan., 1817, redeemable Ist Sen.. 1868, 27,618,550 55 

Do. do. do do do. 149.828 00 
Six percent. loan of 31st March, 1848, redeemable Ist July, 1868, 15,740,000 | 
Treasury notes issued prior to 1846, payable on presentation; if 
, converted into stock, under the act of January, 1847, will be 
redeemable Ist July, 1868, : . . : 144,139 31 
$64,701,693 71 
WAYS AND MEANS. 

It will be observed, that there is estimated a deficit on the Ist July next 
$5,828,121 66, and on the Ist July, 1851, of $10,548.092 73; making, in 
whole an estimated deficit of $16,375.214 39, to be provided for, arising from th 
expenses of the war and treaty with Mexico. 

In order to aid in forming an estimate of the expenses occasioned by the 
with Mexico, I have directed a statement to be prepared, which is hereto annex: 
(marked H.) showing the excess of the expenses of the army proper for th: 
years from Ist April, 1846, to Ist April, 1849. over those for the three years | 
mediately preceding; and the excess of the expenses of the navy proper for 1 
and a half years from Ist April, 1846, to Ist October, 1818, over those for | 
two and a half Sears immediately preceding. 

‘The excess of army expenditures thus ascertained was, $58,853,993 41 
The excess of navy expenditures, ° ern 4,751,627 
Making together the sum of, . ° - $63,605,621 31 
The increase of debt by the loans and treasury notes authorized 

by the acts of July 22, 1846, 28th January, 1847, and March 

31, 1848, was ‘ A 4 , 49,000,000 00 
The difference between these sums, viz. » $14,605,62 a 31 
was of course paid out of the revenue Cincleding halance on Ist April, 1846, 
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$563,061 39 premiums on loans) towards the extraordinary military and naval 
expenses of the war. 

In addition to these expenses, (without taking into the calculation sundry 
smaller items,) the number of military land warrants issuable under the act of 
jith February, 1847, and the act of August 10, 1848, is to be taken into consi- 
deration. Under those acts, 65,171 warrants for 160 acres each, and 5,219 for 
40 aeres each, have already been issued. Claims to the amount of 9,000 have 
been suspended or rejected, and it is estimated that the number of claims yet to be 
yresented will amount to 17,000. (See statement marked (1,) hereto annexed.) 

The whole amount of warrants issuable under the act above mentioned, may, 
therefore, be estimated as equal to 90,000 of 160 acres each, which, at $200 each, 
will amount to $18,000,000. Of course, until these warrants shall be exhausted, 
a large proportion of the revenue from sales of public lands must be thereby 
diverted. 

My predecessor estimated the revenue from public lands, for the last fiscal 
year, to be received at the treasury, at $3,000,000. 

' The actual receipts at the treasury from that source in the year ending 30th of 
June, 1848, were $3,328,642 56. 

During the calendar years 1847 and 1848, and three-quarters of 1849, there 
were located for patents on military bounty land warrants 5,025,400 acres, 
amounting, at $1 25 per acre, to the sum of $6,281,750, viz.: 

In 1847, 239,880 acres, . ° $ 299.850 00 
In 1848, 2,288,960 acres, 2.861.200 00 
3 of 1849, 2,496,560 acres, 3,120,700 00 


5,025,400 $6,281,750 00 

See Statement marked (J.) * 

The receipts at the treasury from sales of public lands during the last fiscal 
year were $1,688,959 55. 

It is not probable that additional sales would have been made to the full extent 
of the number of acres located under the military bounty land warrants, but I 
think it may be safely considered that this source of revenue may be taken at 
nearly $4,000,000, of which a part is absorbed by the land warrants; a part, say 
$1,657.050, (that being the amount paid and payable during the present fiscal 
year,) is applied to the payment of interest on the loan and treasury notes, under 
the act of January 28, 1847; and the remainder is pledged to the extinguishment 
of the debt created under that act. I estimate $2,000,000 per annum of the re- 
venue from lands as diverted by the land warrants and the extinguishment of 

bt. 

"Daal the last fiscal year there were paid, under stipulations in the treaty with 
Mexico, sums amounting in all to $7.629,108. 

Publie debt to the amount of $790.566 39 (including treasury notes received 
for customs and lands.) was also paid off or purchased out of the general funds 
of the treasury and extinguished, besides $382.500 of the stock ‘and treasury 
notes issued under the act of 1847, purchased out of the land fund and cancelled. 
See statement marked (K.) Of these sums, $890,175 was new debt contracted 
since the commencement of the war. 

The balance in the treasury, on the Ist of July, 1849, was $2,184,964 28. 

The aggregate of these sums, viz.: 

Balance in the treasury on Ist July, 1849, . $2,184,964 28 
Payments under the treaty, ° 7,629,108 00 
Payments out of general fund on account of debt, 790,566 39 
Land fund diverted, ° . ° ° 2,000,000 00 


Amounting to, e . $12.604.638 67 
and would. have made a balance i in the treasury to ‘that amount on the Ist July, 
VOL. I1I.—DEC., 1849. 35 
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1819, had none of them been applied to the extraordinary purposes above desi, 
nated. 

During the current fiseal year there will be required, in May next, for the pa 
ment of an instalment to Mexico, $3,510,000, and the land revenue estimated ; 
diverted, will be 2,000,000 dollars, making together 5,540,000 dollars, whic: 
added to the aforesaid sum of 12,604,638 dollars and 67 cents, would ma| 
18,144,638 dollars and 67 cents, from which deducting the estimated deficit | 


: 


the Ist July, 1850, of 5,828,121 dollars and 66 cents, would have left an esi. 


mated balance in the treasury, on that day, of 12,316,517 dollars and one cen 
Adding to that balance the instalment to Mexico, due in 1851, 3,360,000 dollar 
and the revenue from lands diverted, 2,000,000 dollars, would make an aggrega 
of 17,676,517 dollars and one cent; from which deducting the estimated desi 
on the Ist of July, 1851, 10,547,092 dollars and 73 cents, would have made » 
estimated balance in the treasury, on that day, of 7,129,424 dollars and 28 cen) 
I have gone into this detail for the purpose of showing that the resources 
the country are ample, that the estimated deficit will have arisen from the ext 
ordinary expenses of the war and treaty with Mexico, and that the justly hi: 


public credit of the United States is not endangered by the fact that, in this pos)- 


tion of affairs, a new loan will be required. 
Under these circumstances, | propose that authority be given to raise such sum 


not exceeding $16,500.000 as may be found necessary from time to time, by the 
issue of stock or treasury notes, on such terms of interest (not exceeding six pe: 


cent.) and re-payment, as the president in his discretion shall, previous to the) 
being issued, think fit to order. 


Authority has already been given by the act of March 3d, 1849 to issue stock 


for $3,250,000 appropriated to carry into effect the L5th article of the treaty wit! 
Mexico. 


To provide for the payment out of the revenue of the instalment which wi | 
be due to Mexico in the fiseal year ending 30th June, 1852, to secure the raising 


of a fund for the gradual extinguishment of our heavy public debt, and to plac 


the revenue on a sure basis of sufficiency for all the expenditares of the govery- 


ment, it will be necessary to adopt measures for increasing the revenue; and th 


most available means to that end are to be found in raising the duties on imports. 


That an economy as rigid as may be found compatible with the necessities of th 
country will regulate the appropriations, under existing circumstances, cann 
be doubted. 


In proposing some alterations in the existing tariff, with a view, as well to the 


necessary augmentation of the revenue as the encouragement of industry. 1 thin 
it right to present distinctly the views entertained on the latter subject, in 1! 


hope that a course may be adopted by the wisdom and patriotism of Congress 


which may tend to harmonize discordant feelings and promote the genera! pros 
perity. 

J. Lentertain no doubt of the rightful power of Congress to regulate commerce 
and levy imposts and duties, with the purpose of encouraging our own industry 
In selecting for adoption one of two proposed regulations of commerce, it wou 


appear to be clearly the right of Congress to choose that one which would, in its 
opinion, be most salutary to the country; and, in like manner, in laying imposts 


and duties, it would seein that the endeavour ought to be to regard the interest 
of the whole people, not as little, but as much as possible. 


It is not a question of assuming a power not expressly granted by the consti- 


tation, on the ground that it may tend to the attainment of a general end there: 
expressed. Here the power to regulate commerce, and the power to levy at 


collect duties, are expressly given, and the only question is, whether they ougls 


or ought not to be exercised with a view to the general good. 
It seems to me, that to exercise these or any other powers with any other view 


would be a misuse of power, and subversive of the legitimate end of government. 





1849.] Documents. 519 


I find no obligation written in the constitution to lay taxes, duties or imposts 
at the lowest rate that wi!l yield the largest revenue. 

If it were true, that a duty laid on a given article with a view to encourage 
our own productions is unlawful, because it may operate, by discouraging im- 
portation, as a partial prohibition, the proposition would be equally true of every 
duty laid with that intent, whether it were above or below the maximum revenue 
rate. But, as under the power to regulate commerce, it is competent for Congress 
to enact a direct and total prohibition of the importation of any article, it can be 
no objection to an act levying duties, that it may operate in partially preventing 
importation. Whether it be wise or just so to levy duties, is another question. 
What I mean to say now is, that there is no prohibition of it in the constitution, 
The proposition is maintained, as universally true, that the express grant of a 
power to Congress gives to that body the right of exercising that power in such 
manner aS, in its opinion, may be most conducive to the advantage of the country. 

As instances of the exercise of the power of regulating commerce, may be 
mentioned the prohibition of importations, except at designated ports; the prohi- 
bition of the coasting trade to all foreign vessels, and to all American vessels. 
not licensed and enrolled ; the prohibition of certain trade to foreign vessels under 
the navigation act of 1817; the prohibition of certain trade to American vessels 
by the non-intercourse act, and of all trade by the embargo act; the drawback on 
the re-exportation of foreign goods: finally, the prohibition of the introduction of 
adulterated drags into the country by the act of 26th July, 1848. 

Under the power to levy taxes, duties and imposts, I refer to the discriminating 
tonnage duties on foreign vessels, the discriminating duties on their cargoes. the 
preamble to the first law imposing duties passed under the constitution, and the 
enactments of most of the subsequent ones, 

These enactments show that at most or all periods of our history the views 
which I have expressed appear to have been sustained and acted on, 

II. All legislation designed to favour a particular class to the prejudice of 
others, or to injure a particular class for the benefit of others, is manifestly un- 
wise and unjust. Nothing canbe more destructive of the true interes*s of the country 
than such legislation, except the refusal of really salutary legislation, under an 
erroneous impression that it might favour one class to the prejudice of others, 
while in fact the denial of it injures all classes, and benefits nobody. 

Ill. As every producer in one branch of useful industry is also a consumer of 
the products of others, and as his ability to consume depends apon the profits 
of his production, it follows that to give prosperity to one branch of industry is 
to increase that of the rest. Within each branch of industry there will be in- 
dividual rivalry; but among the several branches of useful industry there must 
always exist an unbroken harmony of interest. 

No country can attain a due strength of prosperity that does not by its own 
Jabour carry its own productions, as nearly as possible, to the point necessary to 
fit them for ultimate consumption. ‘To export its raw material and re-i iport 
the articles manufactured from it, or to neglect its own raw materials and import 
the articles manufactured from that of another country, is to pretermit the means 
which nature has provided for its advancement. @ 

For instance, we exported, during the fiscal year, ending 30th June, I84y. raw 
cotton to the value of about sixty-six millions of dollars. If that eotton had 
been spun and woven at home, (supposing its value to be increased four-fold by 
manufacture.) it would have produced a value of about one hundred and ninety- 
eight millions in addition. What would have been the effect of this increased 
production on the prosperity of the country ? 

This question would not be completely answered by merely prononncis 
added value of one hundred and ninety-eight millions of dollars to he 
profit to the manufacturer, any more than the question of the efeet of the pro- 
duction of wheat would | 


! 
the 


oO 
{ 
j 


ire 


ye answered by deducting the cost of seed wheat from 
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the value of the crop, and pronouncing the remainder to be a large profit to the 
farmer. 

The manufacture of cotton cloth is begun with the planting of the cotton—it 
is carried to a certain point by the planter, and then taken up and perfected by 
the spinner and weaver. The planter and manufacturer are not engaged in dif- 
ferent branches of industry, but in the same—the one commences the process 
which the other completes, Cotton-seed of insignificant value, being by regular 
stages of labour developed and brought to the form of cotton cloth, has acquired 
a value of about two hundred and sixty-four millions. 

The planting States have added many millions to the annual productions of 
the country by the culture of cotton. By continuing the process, they could 
quadruple that addition. 

The planter would then have a market at his door for all his produce, and the 
farmer would, in like manner, have a home market for his. The power of con- 
sumption of not only breadstuffs, but of every article useful or necessary in the 
feeding, clothing, and housing of man, would be vastly increased—the consumer 
and producer would be brought nearer to each other—and in fact a stimulus 
would be applied to every branch of productive industry. 

It is gratifying to know that the manufacture of cotton has already been in- 
troduced into several of the planting States (see document marked (W) hereto an- 
nexed,) and it ought not to be doubted will rapidly be extended. 

The manufacture of iron, wool, and other staples would lead to similar results, 
The effect would be a vast augmentation of our wealth and power. 

Upon commerce the effects might be expected to be, if possible, still more 
marked. It is not enough to say that no country ever diminished its commerce 
by increasing its productions—and that no injury would therefore result to that in- 
terest. There would probably be not only a great increase in the amount, but an 
improvement not less important in the nature of our commerce. 

Of the immense addition that would accrue to our internal and coasting trade, 
(which in every country form the great and most valuable body of commerce.) 
it is unnecessary to do more than merely speak in passing—ut it may be wel! 
to offer a few remarks on foreign commerce, 

Commerce is the machinery of exchange. It is the handmaid cf agriculture 
and manufactures, It will not be affirmed that it is ever positively injurious— 
but it will be more or less useful as it co-operates more or less with the produc- 
tive industry of the country. The mere carriage of commodities by sea or land 
is necessarily profitable only to the carrier, who is paid for it. It may be useful 
or not to others, according to circumstances. The farmer finds a rail-road a great 
convenience, but he understands that it is better employed in carrying his crop 
than in carrying away his seed-wheat and manure. 

The commerce which should consist in carrying cotton-seed abroad, to be there 
grown, would not be so useful as that which is now occupied in exporting the 
raw cotton grown at home. We should easily understand, also, that the com- 
merce thus employed would be much more limited in amount and much less 
profitable to the carriers than what we now have. Yet our present commerce is, 
in fact, of the same nature with that above described. The seed bears to the 
cotton the same relation which the cotton bears to the cloth. If we now export 
cotton of the value of about sixty-six millions, the same cotton, when converted 
into cloth, would make an export of some two hundred and sixty-four millions, 
or some two hundred and forty-five millions after deducting the fifteen or twenty 
millions which would be required for our own consumption, (in addition to the 
portion of our present manufactures consumed at home.) and our imports would 
be thereby in like manner increased. 

England, at this moment, derives a large portion of her power from spinning 
and weaving our cotton. When we shall spin and weave it ourselves, make 
our own iron, and manufacture our other staples, we shall have transferred to 
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this country the great centres of wealth, commerce, civilization, and political, as 
well as moral and intellectual power. 

At present, we are far from having the amount of foreign commerce which is 
due to our position, as a vastly productive country, with an extensive coast, 
good harbours, great internal water-courses, and a people unsurpassed in mari- 
time skill and enterprise. 

Our annual products were estimated by my predecessor in this department, at 
three thousand million dollars, while our average exports are about one hundred 
and thirteen millions, and our imports about one hundred and six millions, making 
together two hundred and nineteen millions, exclusive of gold and silver and of 
foreign commodities imported and re-exported. An eminent British authority 
estimates the annual creation of wealth in Great Britain and Ireland, at between 
two thousand one hundred, and two thousand two hundred millions. If we add, 
for articles omitted by him, between three and four hundred millions, we shall 
have a total of two thousand five hundred millions. 

The British exports and imports amount annually to about five hundred and 
twenty millions, exclusive of gold and silver, and of foreign commodities im- 
ported and re-exported. {f their foreign trade were brought down to our scale 
upon this estimate, it would be reduced to about one hundred and eighty-three 
millions. If ours were raised to their scale, it would reach about six hundred 
and twenty-four millions. 

Estimating the population of Great Britain and Ireland at thirty millions, and 
our population at twenty-one millions, their foreign trade averages $i7 33 for 
each individual: ours $10 42. If their foreign trade were no greater than ours, 
in proportion to population, it would be reduced from five hundred and twenty to 
three hundred and twelve millions. If our foreign trade were as great in pro- 
portion to population as is theirs, it would be swelled in amount from two hun- 
dred and nineteen to three hundred and sixty-four millions. 

A leading cause of the existing difference is to be found in the fact that Great 
Britain exports chiefly what she has first brought to the form in which it is ready 
for ultimate consumption ; it is at the stage of its highest value, and her market 
is almost co-extensive with the civilized world. 

All history shows that where are the workshops of the world, there must be 
the marts of the world, and the heart of wealth, commerce and power. It is as 
vain to hope to make these marts by providing warehouses, as it would be to 
make a crop by buiiding a barn. 

IV. Whether we can have workshops to work up, at least, our own materials, 
must depend upon the question, whether we have or can obtain sufficient advan- 
tages to justify the pursuit of this kind of industry. 

The circumstances favourable to production in this country may be stated to be: 
Ist. Facility in procuring raw materials. 2d. Abundance of fuel. 3d. Abun- 
dance of food and other articles necessary for the sustenance and housing of the 
labourer. 4th. The superior efficiency of the labourers in comparison with those 
of other countries. 

The circumstances supposed to be unfavourable to our production may be thus 
classed — 

Ist. Want of capital. 

2d. Dearness of our labour as compared with that of other countries. 

3d. Insecurity by exposure to the influence of violent and excessive fluctuations 
of price in foreign markets, and to undue foreign competition. 

Ist. Capital, which is but the accumulated savings of labour, is believed to be 
abundant among ourselves for any purpose to which it ean be profitably applied. 
It is more divided than in some other countries, and associations of capital are 
therefore more common among us than elsewhere. It will be increased by the 
labour of every successive year, and for investments reasonably secure, it will 
flow in whenever required, as it has always heretofore done, from other cou ntries 
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where it may exist in greater abundance. The amount of capital required for 
a large production is not enormous. The whole capital, for instance, employed 
in the establishment and support of iron works in England and in Wales, in 1847, 
has been estimated at less than one hundred millions of dollars; the annual pro- 
duction then being about one million two hundred thoasand tons. 

2d. The difference between the price of labour here and in Great Britain, is cer- 
tainly great, and, it is to be hoped and expected, will never be diminished by a 
reduction of wages here. The difference has been estimated at an average of 
thirty-three percent. Probably the average difference is much more than that: 
in some branches, such as the manufacture of iron, it is certainly much greater. 
This difference is in part compensated by the disadvantages under which the 
foreign manufacturer is placed by the necessity in some branches of procuring 
his raw material from a great distance, or transporting a heavy article of produc- 
tion (such as iron) to a distant market. In addition, he is pressed by a heavy 
burden of taxation. The greater efficiency of our labour is to some extent an 
additional compensatory element. This includes the greater capacity for ae- 
quiring skill, the superior general intelligence, the higher imventive faculty, the 
greater moral and physical energy, both of action and enduranee, which our people 
possess in comparison with the foreign labourer. 

Better fed, clothed, housed and educated—conscious of the ability to lay up 
some capital annually from his savings—encouraged to invest that capital in the 
enterprise in which his labour is engaged—enjoying practica}ly greater civil and 
political liberty, looking forward to an indefinite future im which, through his 
own good conduct and example, he may expect each successive generation of his 
descendants to be better circumstanced than its predecessor, it cannot be doubted 
that these advantages add greatly to the efficiency of the American labourer. The 
precise extent to which they go towards compensating the difference in the price 
of labour, it is difficult to define. The efficiency of our labour may be expected 
to increase with the increase of reward to the Jabourer. 

In many of the New England factories, the labourers are encouraged to invest 
their surplus earnings in the stock of the eompany by which they are employed, 
and are thus stimulated, by direct personal interest, to the greatest exertion. 
it may be expected that this system will be introdueed into other branches in 
which it may be found practicable, tending, as it does, so powerfully to elevate 
the labourer, increase production, and praetically instruct all men in the great 
truth of the essential harmony of eapital and labour. 

3d. Capital flows freely at home and abroad in every productive channel in 
which it can flow safely, and will even incur great hazards, if they be such as 
its owner may hope to meet by the care and circumspection of himself or others 
to whom he has confided its management. But if he knows that skill, industry, 
and economy cannot avail him, and that, in addition to all the contingencies of 
rivalry and markets, he is to be further exposed to dangers arising from causes 
quite beyond his contro] or counteraction, he will hold back. The vacillations 
which have occurred in our policy have no doubt deterred a large amount of capi- 
tal from investment in industrial pursuits. The encouragement offered on one day, 
and on the faith of which fixed investments have been made, which are exposed 
to Joss by the withdrawal of that encouragement on the next, is in fact substan- 
tial discouragement. And the insecurity resulting from the repetition of such 
acts has been seriously detrimental. 

4th. The fluctuations in the foreign markets have, for many years, been 
such as seem to denote an unhealthy and feverish state of business. They 
are not in the natural course of a wholesome trade. They seem to betoken a 
change in existing arrangements, and the apprehension of such change is also 
evinced in the efforts now making in England to sustain the British manu- 
facturer, by putting at hazard other important branches of industry. The 
competition of new establishments with very large ones already in existence 
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abroad, and in which the price of labour is lower, is evidently not an equal 
competition. 

The capital fixed in machinery, furnaces, &c., cannot be changed, and the 
work of production will not cease until the price shall have been reduced to 
a point se little above the cost of materials, labour and repairs. Of course 
where the lower price is paid for labour there will be a larger margin for re- 
duction by the sacrifice of part of the profit; and where a great accumulation 
is in hand of the avails of the business of former years, the owner may find it 
his interest for a while to sell his commodity at less than the actual cost, if 
by that means he can drive out his rival, looking, of course, to subsequent re- 
imbursement (at least) when he shall again have the control of the market. 

This known necessity of the position of foreign manufactures of course tends 
to discourage new, as well as to defeat the successful operation of existing in- 
vestments of capital here, in similar enterprises, 

To counteract the influence of these unfavourable circumstances, which, so 
long as they continue, must greatly retard our advancement, limit our foreign 
commerce, and prevent the due progress of industry, I propose that the duties on 
the staple commodities, (whether raw material or manufactured articles,) in 
which foreign nations compete with our own productions, be raised to a point at 
which they will afford substantial and sufficient encouragement to our domestic 
industry, provide for the necessary increase and due security of the revenue, and 
insure the permanence and stability of the system. Experience has, I think, 
shown this to be a wise, just, and effectual mode to promote new and revive Jan- 
guishing branches of industry, provided the selection of the objects be wisely 
made and limited to those productions for which the country is naturally adapted. 

We have been, perhaps, too tong hesitating and vacillating on the threshold 
of a great career. ‘The want of stability in the course of legislation, and other 
disturbing causes, have heretofore occasioned inconveniences. The short duration 
of some of the tariff acts—the great expansion of the currency which occurred 
during their operation—the Compromise act, (a result of what was believed to 
be a political necessity,) which, whatever its effects on existing establishments, 
undoubtedly discouraged new adventurers—and, finally, the unexpected repeal 
of the act of 1842; these circumstances have certainly been of a retarding cha- 
racter. 

Yet it is impossible not to observe that, at every favourable moment, vast 
movements in advance have been made, and that the ground thus gained has not 
been entirely Jost. It is believed that every article, the manufacture of which 
has been established here, has, after that establishment continued gradually to 
diminish in price, and that, without a corresponding reduction in the wages of 
labour, which, indeed, could not be diminished by reason of an increased demand 
for it. Statements are annexed, marked (L,) exhibiting some instances of this 
result. - 

These facts lead irresistibly to the conclusion that our labour becomes so much 
more efficient by use, acquired skill, enlarged establishments, and new facilities 
derived from inventions, that the difference in price between it and the foreign 
labour, however serious an obstacle to successful competition, will become less 
80 with every year of our activity in the same branches of industry; and that it 
by no means follows that labour must be worse paid because its products are 
sold cheaper; or, that because labour is better paid, its products must be sold 
dearer, 

All that is wanting is a general determination that industry shall be encou- 
raged and supported in the home production and manufacture of iron, wool, cotton, 
sugar, and our other staples, and that the legislation necessary to sustain it shall 
be firmly adopted and persevered in. 

I will proceed to state the nature of the modifications which it appears expe- 
dient to make in the existing tariff, and, if required, will hereafter present a plan 
in detail. 
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1. The rates of duty are, in my opinion, too Jow, especially on articles similar 
to ourown staples. I conceive that the revenue has suffered materially from this 
circumstance. Indeed, I am compelled to believe that it would have been greatly 
diminished but for the extraordinary demand for our bread-stuffs and provisions, 
produced by the famine in Europe in 1847, and to a great extent continued by the 
short crop abroad in 1848. (See statement marked M, hereto annexed.) Even 
under these favourable circumstances, the average revenue from woollens, cot- 
tons, hempen goods, iron, sugar, hemp unmeanufactured, salt, and coal, has fallen 
under the act of 1846 from $14.162,607 to $13,392,624 50, taking the average 
from the receipts of 1845-6, and those of 1848-9; being an average diminution 
of $769,982 50, as will be seen by the table marked (N,) hereto annexed ; the 
Joss of annual revenue being as follows: 

On cottons, - - $918,894 00 
On hempen goods, 61,794 50 
On sagar, - 181,741 50 
On salt, - 348,438 00 
On coal, - 70,030 00 


$1,580,898 00 


The gain as follows: 
On woollens, - - - $355,592 50 
On iron, - - - 415,240 00 


On hemp unmanufactured, - 40,083 00 


$810,915 50 


The very small increase on the staples of woollens, iron, and unmanufactured 
hemp, compared with the vast injury occasioned to our production, and the di- 
minution thereby of our power of consumption, cannot fail to attract attention ; 
while on the other articles named the revenue and productions have both suf- 
fered materially. It is believed that the revenue could be greatly increased by 
increasing the duties on these and other articles. 

2. I propose a return to the system of specific duties on articles on which they 
can be conveniently laid. ‘The effects of the present ad valorem system are two- 
fold, viz. on the revenue and on our own productions. Experience has, I think, 
demonstrated that, looking exclusively to the revenue, a specific duty is more 
easily assessed, more favourable to commerce, more equal, and less exposed to 
frauds than any other system. Of course such a duty is not laid without refe- 
rence to the average cost of the commodity. This system obviates the difficul- 
ties and controversies which attend an appraisement of the foreign market value 
of each invoice, and it imposes an equal duty on equal quantities of the same 
commodity. Under the ad valorem sy@tem, goods of the same kind and quality, 
and between which there cannot be a difference in value in the same market at 
any given time, nevertheless may often pay different amounts of duty. Thus 
the hazards of trade are unnecessarily increased. 

To levy an ad valorem duty on a foreign valuation equably, at the different 

orts, is believed to be impossible. That the standard of value at any two ports 
is precisely the same at any given time is wholly improbable. The facilities 
afforded to frauds upon the revenue are very great, and it is apprehended that 
such frauds have been and are habitually and extensively practised. The state- 
ments annexed, (marked O,) to which i invite especial attention, exhibit in a 
strong light the oe ee to which this system is necessarily exposed. 

As the standard of value atevery port must at least depend upon the average of 
the invoices that are passed there, every successful attempt at undervaluation 
renders more easy all that follow it. The consequences are, not only that the 
revenue suffers, that a certain sum is in effect annually given by the public 
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among dishonest importers as a premium for their dishonesty, but that fair Ame- 
rican importers may be gradually driven out of the business, and their places 
supplied by unknown and unscrupulous foreign adventurers. As long ago as 
1801, Mr. Gallatin urged the extension of specific duties on the ground now re- 
peated—of the prevention of undervaluation. In his report of that year he used 
the following language: ‘* Without any view to an increase of revenue, but in 
order to guard, as far as possible, against the value of goods being underrated in 
the invoices, it would be eligible to lay specific duties on all such articles now 
paying duties ad valorem, as may be susceptible of that operation.” At that 
time specific duties were already laid on spirits and wines, sugar, molasses, tea, 
coffee, salt, pepper, steel, nails and spikes, hemp, coal, cordage, and several 
other articles. 

The 8th section of the act of 30th July, 1846, made it the duty of the collec- 
tor, within whose district merchandise may be imported or entered, to cause the 
dutiable value of such imports to be appraised, estimated, and ascertained in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of existing laws. 

By the 2d section of the act of 10th August, 1846, it is provided that, “* in ap- 
praising all goods at any port of the United States heretofore subjected to speci- 
fic duties, but upon which ad valorem duties are imposed by the act of the thir- 
tieth July last, entitled ‘an act reducing the duty on imports and for other pur- 
poses,’ reference shall be had to values and invoices of similar goods imported 
during the last fiscal year, under such general and uniform regulations for the 
prevention of frauds or undervaluations as shall be prescribed by the secretary 
of the treasury.”” 

It will be observed that these last recited provisions do not authorize the le- 
vying of duties on the value of similar merchandise in any preceding year, but 
merely a reference to such value and the invoices, for the purpose of aiding in 
the ascertainment of the value at the time fixed by existing laws. That time 
was, by circular issued by my predecessor, dated 6th July, 1847, determined to 
be the time of the shipment of the goods. My predecessor issued three circu- 
lars, calling the attention of the officers of the customs to the provisions of the 
2d section of the act of the 10th August, 1846; one dated the 11th and one the 
25th of November, 1846, and the last the 26th December, 1848, and there can 
be no doubt exhausted all practicable means for preventing undervaluations and 
frauds, so far as théy could be checked by treasury instructions and regulations. 
These efforts have been continued by the department; but the radical faults of 
the system are such that no vigilance, sagacity, or regulations, it is believed, 
have been or can be found effectual for the purpose, 

In England it is believed to have long been a settled point that specific or 
rated duties (which are ad valorem on an assumed value) are in every respect 
better for revenue and trade than any other system. 

The effect of the existing system on préduction is also striking, (see docu- 
ments marked — annexed.) It tends to aggravate the great fluctuations in price 
which are so injurious to trade as well as industry. 

When prices abroad are very high, the duty is high also; and when prices fall 
to a very Jow point, the duty is low in proportion. It is a sliding scale of the 
worst kind. If the duty forms a part of the price, it renders the extremes of 
fluctuation more remote from each other by a per centage on the range equal to 
the rate of the duty. If the fluctuation abroad be from $50 to $20, the range is 
of course $30. A specific duty of $15 would leave the range still $30. But at 
an ad valorem of 30 per cent., the highest point would be $65 and the lowest 
$26, making a range of $39. On every account I strongly recommend a return 
to the system of specific duties on all articles to which they can be conveniently 
applied. 

2 On those articles on which an ad valorem duty is retained, I recommend 
that it be levied on t'e market value in the principal markets of our own country 
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at the time of arrival. It would be easter to ascertain at our ports such market 
value, than it is to ascertain what was that of a foreign country at a past time. 
Every importer should declare the value of his goods, and by giving the option 
to the government to take them at the value thus declared, or levy the duty on 
the actual value, it is probable that comparatively few cases of undervaluation 
would occur. In connexion with this subject, and as a measure tending to the 
prevention of fraud, error, and want of uniformity of valuation at the various 
ports of our extended coast, | would recommend the appointment of appraisers 
at large, whose duty it shall be to visit, from time to time, the different custom- 
houses, interchange views, superintend the mode of appraisals, and suggest such 
practical reforms as may be deemed necessary to a just and equal enforcement 
of the revenue laws. The provisions of the constitution, which require that all 
duties and imposts shall be uniform throughout the United States, cannot, even 
with a home valuation, be fully and effectually enforced in practice without some 
system of general supervision, more perfect in this respect than any that can be 
established under the existing provision of law, which merely gives to the se- 
cretary of the treasury authority to direct the appraisers for any collection dis- 
trict to attend in any other collection district for the pyrpose of appraising any 
goods, wares, and merchandise imported therein. 

4. The laying a lower duty upon non-enumerated articles than is imposed upon 
those which are enumerated, leads to attempts at disguise, and to controversies 
and unnecessary litigation, which would be avoided by making the duty on non- 
enumerated articles higher than on the others. 

Different rates of duty on manufactures of the same material are also inconve- 
nient, and the same remark applies to the different rates imposed upon the ma- 
nufactures of wool and manufactures of worsted. 

The effect of laying the same or a higher rate of duty on the raw material than 
is imposed on the manufactured article, too evidently tends to injure our indus- 
try in competition with that of other countries, to require more than a passing 
observation. 


WAREHOUSES. 


A statement is herewith presented, (marked P.) showing the expenses in- 
curred during the last fiscal year in the execution of the act of the 6th August, 
1846, “to establish a warehousing system,” from which it will be seen they 
amount to $194,634,66 beyond all the receipts from storage, &c. .To this sum 
there are to be added many charges for rent, labour, clerk hire, stationery, Xc., 
that do not appear in these accounts, but justly belong to them. 

This subject is one of great embarrassment to the department. Congress has 
not made any provision for these expenses, unless they are embraced in the ap- 

ropriation for the expenses of collecting the revenue from customs. ‘T’o a 
arge extent, they are incurred without the receipt of any revenue whatever; 
and, in order to meet the provisions of this act, and grant all its facilities to 
commerce in the several districts, it must continue to impose an annual charge 
upon the treasury. This act provides that, in all cases where the duties upon 
imported merchandise are not paid within the period allowed by law, or when- 
ever the importer shall make entry for warehousing the same, the said merchan- 
dise shall be taken possession of by the collector and deposited in the public 
stores, or in other stores to be agreed on by the collector and the-importer. It 
appears also to be contemplated by the act that the storage shall be at the usual 
rates at the port of importation. 

The act of 3d March, 1841, requires ‘that all stores hereafter rented by the 
collector, naval officer, and surveyor, shall be on public account, and paid for 
by the collector as such.” 

These requirements of law have imposed upon this department the necessity 
of making ample provision for large quantities of merchandise in advance o! 
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their arrival, and of securing the attendance of competent officers, clerks, and 
labourers, to take charge of the same. The experience of three years fully 
proves that the receipts from storage at the usual rates, and no other should be 
charged, will not defray the expenses of the system. 

A statement is also presented, (marked Q.) showing the value of dutiable 
merchandise re-exported from 1821 to 1849, from which it will be seen that the 
total amount of such exports during that period was $293,716,670, or an annual 
average of $10,128,161. 

From the Ist December, 1846, to 30th June, 1849, the aggregate exports of 
dutiable merchandise from warehouse amounted to 87,213,810, or an annual 
average of $2,792,439. In these exports from warehouse there is included the 
merchandise that was imported from foreign countries and transported to Canada ; 
also the wheat, wheat-flour, &c., that have been transported from Canada, and 
the salted fish, &c., from other British North American provinces intended for 
shipment from our ports to foreign countries. 

During the three years preceding the enactment of the warehousing 

act, viz. in 1844, 1845, and 1846, the total exports of dutiable mer- 

chandise amounted to - ‘* ‘ e - $14,656,816 
During the three following years, 1847, 1848, and 1849, these ex- 

ports amounted to - - - - - : 17,556,182 


The increase of exports, which appears from this statement, to the extent of 
more than two millions of dollars, is made up of the wheat, flour, fish, &c., from 
the British North American provinces, and merchandise transported under the 
transportation act of 3d March, 1845, before referred to. 

From the returns made to this department, and the quarterly statements pub- 
lished, it is believed to be apparent that the operation of the warehousing act 
has not been beneficially felt in the general business of the country. 

The only descriptions of merchandise that will bear unnecessary and circui- 
tous transportation are the more valuable articles of manufactures, and these 
have not, to any considerable extent, sought a deposite in our warehouses with 
a view to re-exportation. Experience every where demonstrates that the com- 
modities which may with advantage be deposited in public warehouses are mainly 
such as are needed for the consumption of the country for food or manufacture. 
With the present frequent and rapid communications by steam with all parts of 
the commercial world, it cannot reasonably be expected that merchandise to 
any extent will be sent to our warehouses to await an export demand. 

As an illustration of these remarks, reference is made to the published quar- 
terly statements of the value of the merchandise in al] the public warehouses, 
(see table hereto annexed marked R.) from which it will be seen that the largest 
amount at the end of any quarter was - - - $7,830,010 00 
And the average amount at the end of each quarter was - 5,742,166 00 
Also, that the largest amount of duties payable on this merchan- 

dise at the end of any quarter was - - - 2,501,394 35 
And the average amount at the end of each quarter was - 1,800,100 52 

From these several statements it appears thet the practical operation of the 
warehousing act is a return to the system of credit upon duties, under a new 
name and form. 

The fifth section of the act of 3d March last, provides “ that all imports sub- 
ject to duty, and whereon the duties are not paid when assessed, shall be de- 
posited in the public warehouse, from whence they may be taken out for im- 
mediate exportation under the provisions of that act, at any time within two 
years; and, on payment of the duties, may be withdrawn for consumption with- 
in the United States at any time within one year; but no goods subject to duty 
shall be hereafter entered for drawback, or exported for drawback, after they 
are withdrawn from the custody of the officers of the customs.” 
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The effect of this section, if rigidly construed, would be to deprive the im- 
porter of the privilege of the transportation of merchandise under bond from 
one district to another, and of re-warehousing the same, under the provisions 
of the second section of the warehousing act, and thereby deprive a large por- 
tion of our citizens of any participation in its benefits. 

Under the belief that this was not the intention of Congress, no such instruc- 
tions have been issued. 

SUB-TREASURY, 

The question of the expediency of continuing the system established by the 
act entitled “An act to provide for the better organization of the treasury, and 
for the collection, safe keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the public 
revenue,” approved 6th August, 1846, is respectfully submitted to the wisdom 
of Congress. Experience has demonstrated some of the requirements of the 
act to be productive of great inconvenience—if, indeed, there be not some 
which, under the influence of strong necessity, are often violated. 

Disbursing officers, to whom drafts for large sums are issued, are, by existing 
arrangements, obliged to receive the full amount of said drafts at one payment 
from the proper assistant-treasurer, while their expenditures must be made in 
small sums from time totime. The custody of the money is thus forced upon 
them, without any provision for its convenience, or even safety. If the money 
is to be disbursed at points distant from the place where it is received, the bur- 
den of transferring it is in like manner imposed on them. If they adopt the 
usual and customary mode of keeping and transferring money, they violate the 
law. If they undertake themselves its custody and carriage, they incur great 
risk and responsibility. 

The actual carriage of coin from place to place, in the same town, is bur- 
densome; especially in those southern ports where silver is the coin chietly 
in use. 

The number of clerks authorized by law to be employed is believed to be 
much too limited. 

To alleviate some of the inconveniences attending the system, I respectfully 
suggest, if it is to be continued— 

Ist. That any person having a draft on an assistant-treasurer be permitted 
to deposite his draft with the assistant-treasurer, and draw for the amount from 
time to time in such sums as he may desire, upon his own orders, payable to 
any person or persons ; provided, that the whole amount of the draft should be 
——w drawn within a shurt period, say two weeks after the deposit of the 

raft. 

2d. That any disbursing officer having a draft on an assistant-treasurer should 
be permitted to deposit such draft, and draw for the amount in like manner ; 
provided that each order should be presented for payment within two weeks 
after its date. ‘These provisions would, it is believed, effectually prevent the 
checks or orders being used as currency. 

The proposed system would render necessary an increase of the force em- 
ployed in the offices of the several assistant-treasurers, and ought to be accou- 
panied by an increase of compensation. 

The inconvenience arising from the accumulation of coin at points where it 
iz not required for the public service, is very great; but it seems to be insepa- 
rable from the system itself. ‘To pay a public creditor with a draft on a remote 
office, which he cannot sell but at a discount, or collect in person without a 

journey, would be unseemly, and the government has no means itself of making 
transfers in such cases, other than the despatch of special messengers, at some 
expense and much risk of loss. oR 

The insecurity of the actual custody of the public money—confided, as it is, 
at the several points, to the vigilance and fidelity of one assistant-treasurer, 
and he inadequately compensated—is a subject which should attract the serious 
attention of Congress. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

By the third section of the act of 3d March, 1849, questions arising in respect 
to the refunding of duties collected in Mexico, or the remission of penalties im- 
posed, on the ground that the collection was improper or the penalties wrongfully 
enforced, are referred to the decision of the secretary of the treasury. I respect- 
fully submit that, as these duties and penalties were collected and imposed by 
officers of the army and navy, the right to determine the propriety of their col- 
lection or imposition would be better vested in the departments of war and the 
navy. In some, probably many of the cases, appeals were originally taken by 
the parties interested to the head of one or the other of these departments, and 
these appeals in some way formally or informally disposed of. It is embarrass- 
ing for the secretary of the treasury to determine how far that disposition is to be 
considered as intended to be final, and, if so intended, how far it is his duty 
under the law to re-open the case and decide it anew. 

In consequence of the recent alteration of the British navigation laws, British 
vessels, from British or other foreign ports, will, (under our existing laws,) after 
the first day of January next, be allowed to enter in our ports with cargoes of the 
growth, manufacture, or production of any part of the world, on the same terms 
as to duties, imposts, and charges, as vessels of the United States and their car- 
goes. 

i deem it proper to invite the consideration of Congress to the existing provi- 
sions of Jaw regulating the coasting trade of the United States, with a view to 
such modifications thereof as may be deemed expedient and proper to meet the 
altered condition of that trade which has arisen since the law regulating it was 

assed. 

: The law by which this trade is now regulated was enacted on the 18th of Feb- 
ruary, 1793, and its essential provisions have not been changed by subsequent 
legislation. Within the period elapsed since the date of the law, Congress is 
aware that great and important changes have taken place in the magnitude, cha- 
racter, and medium by which the coastwise and interior commerce of the country 
is carried on, owing to the increased facilities of transportation by the use of 
steam power, without any corresponding changes in the law to meet the altered 
condition of the trade. Hence a rigid enforcement of the existing requirements 
of the Jaw produces much delay and vexatious embarrassment to persons engaged 
in the prosecution of the trade, besides in some cases, particularly where carried 
on by the use of steam power, proving seriously detrimental to their interests, and 
thus presenting a just appeal for some further legislation on the subject. 

It is confidently believed that some of the requirements of the Jaw might be 
dispensed with, and others changed or modified, so as to relieve the trade from 
existing restrictions and embarrassments, without hazarding the security of the 
revenue. 

Should Congress feel disposed to act upon this subject, the department will, if 
so required by that body, submit views and recommendations in detail calculated, 
in its opinion, to accomplish the object desired. 

The operations of the coast survey, under the superintendence of Professor 
Bache, have been diligently and successfully prosecuted daring the past season, 
with satisfactory results in the respective branches of this important national 
work. The report of the superintendent, containing a detailed account of the ex- 
tension of the work during the season, and its present condition, will be sub- 
mitted to Congress at an early period of the session. 

Our lighthouse establishment has gradually enlarged until it has become one 
of great magnitude and importance. In July last it numbered two hundred and 
eighty-eight lighthouses and thirty-two floating lights. Of these, sixty-one are 
located upon the shores of the northern lakes and river St. Lawrence. Addi- 
tional lights have since been erected under appropriations made by the act of 3d 
March last, and others are in process of erection, a specia] report of which will 
be submitted to Congress without unnecessary delay. 
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Due attention has been given to the various local works provided for in appro- 
priations placed at the disposal of the department by acts of the last and previous 
sessions of Congress for the erections of custom-houses, marine hospitals, and for 
providing the facilities contemplated by Congress for the preservation of life and 
property from loss by shipwreck. 

The custom-house structure at New Orleans has progressed throughout the 
past season without interruption, and as rapidly as was deemed prudent with due 
regard to the massive character and general nature of the work, ‘The foundations 
have been laid, and the walls on the four sides of the boilding carried up to the 
plinth course of granite, which has been completed around the entire structure, 
The unexpended balance of the appropriation for this work will not, it is believed, 
prove sufficient to carry on the same beyond the close of the present month. It 
is therefore recommended that additional means be provided by Congress at an 
early day for the continuous prosecution of the work. 

The structures for similar objects at Savannah, Georgia, and Eastport, Maine, 
are also in a state of forwardness. Jn the former case the walls of the basement, 
and of the principal story, are completed, and the walls of the second story wil] 
be ready for the cornice by the first of February next, and, in the opinion of the 
superintendent, the whole structure will be completed in August, 1851. The 
custom-house at Eastport has advanced to the flooring of the second story, which 
has been laid, and the building covered in temporarily for the winter. A cus- 
tom-house building at Portland, in the state of Maine, has been purchased, as 
provided for in the general appropriation act of the last session. The purchase 
of the buildings for a similar purpose at Erie, Pennsylvania, as contemplated by 
the same act, has not been made for want of an act on the part of the legislature 
of that state giving its consent to the purchase, as required by the joint resolution 
of Congress of the 11th September, 1841. 

Some unavoidable delay has oceurred in completing the purchase of the site 
selected by my predecessor for the proposed custom-house structure at Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, occasioned by the requisite investigation and preparation of 
the title and transfer of the property. It is now completed, and, having been 
approved by the Attorney General, the proper conveyances have been duly exe- 
cuted, and the purchase-money paid. Proposals have also been invited for suita- 
ble designs or plans, with specifications and estimates for the contemplated 
building. ‘ 

The edifices erecting for marine hospitals at Cleveland, Ohio, Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania, and Louisville, Kentucky, are so far advanced as to warrant the belief 
that they will be ready for the reception of patients in the month of Jaly or August 
next. Bat little progress has been made in the buildings designed for the same 
object at Chicago, Illinois, Paducah, Kentucky, and Natchez, Mississippi, pre- 
liminary examinations having delayed the commencement of the work until late 
in the season. Nothing has been done towards the erection of the hospital edi- 
fices for which appropriations were made at St. Louis, Missouri, and at Napole- 
on, Arkansas, In the one case, because of the failure to secure a title to the site 
formerly parchased tor the object at St. Louis, and the impracticability of pro- 
curing another in time to commence the building consistently with the joint re- 
solution of Congress dated 10th September, 1841. In the other, because of the 
insalubrity of the site heretofore selected at Napoleon, and the hazard to which 
the structure would be exposed from the overflow of the waters. 

In connexion with the subject of marine hospitals, I would remark that expe- 
rience has fully demonstrated that the resources of the fund arising under the acts 
of 16th July, 1798, and 3d May, 1802, for the relief of sick and disabled seamen, 
with the aids from time to time derived from the bounty of Congress, are inade- 
quate to meet the demands of relief. As a necessary consequence, the depart- 
ment is compelled to adhere to restrictions imposed by my predecessurs in office. 
and to follow their example in like expedients, often arbitrary in character and 
partial in operation, yet essential to the proper control of the expenditures, In 
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view of these embarrassments, of the increased charges likely to arise from the 
establishment and organization of public hospitals, and looking to the favourable 
regard heretofore entertained for the claims of men who, by their labours and pe- 
rils in peace and war, contribute so largely to the wealth and power of the nation, 
means are asked in the estimates sufficient to provide for their destitution and 
sickness in all the ports of the Union. 

The moneys placed at the disposal of the department for providing means for 
the preservation of life and property, by the act of 3d March last, with the excep- 
tion of a portion expended for similar facilities at the west end of Fisher’s Island, 
in Long Island Sound, contiguous to the place of the wreck of the steamer At- 
lantic, have been applied to that part of the coast of New Jersey lying between 
Little Egg Harbour and Cape May, and to that part of the coast of Long Island 
lying eastward of the entrance into New York bay; and have been expended in 
the construction of life-boats and ears, the erection of houses at appropriate dis- 
tances from each other for their preservation, in the purchase of mortars, carro- 
nades, rockets, &c., and other approved apparatus for communicating with stranded 
vessels, 

In giving effect to the humane and munificent intentions of Congress, as mani- 
fested in successive appropriations for these purposes, the department has had 
the active co-operation of the ‘‘ Life-Saving Benevolent Association of New 
York,” and of the Board of Underwriters of Philadelphia. 

Fuller details, in regard to the works thus specially referred to. will be found 
in papers marked V. 

Communications have been addressed to the department showing the danger to 
be apprehended to the hospital building at Cleveland, from the sliding or falling 
in of the bank facing the lake, and urging the immediate expenditure of a por- 
tion of the moneys appropriated for the structure in a way calculated to arrest the 
further encroachment of the water. Yielding to these appeals, a sum not exceed- 
ing one thousand dollars was authorized to be applied in the way proposed. A 
further appropriation for the object is needed, and is respectfully recommended. 

By the act of 12th of August, 1848, six thousand dollars were appropriated for 
the erection of a beacon light on the South-west Ledge, in the harbour of New 
Haven, Connecticut, or for the removal of the ledge, as the department should 
deem best. In the belief that the interests of commerce dictated the removal of 
the obstruction so as to admit the passage of vessels drawing sixteen feet water, 
rather than the erection of the light, measures were taken to contract for the work ; 
but, as the offers exceeded the appropriation by several thousand dollars, the un- 
dertaking has been postponed until adequate means are provided by Congress. 

I transmit for the information of Congress an exhibit (marked S) showing the 
business and coinage of the mint at Philadelphia from Ist January to Ist No- 
vember, 1849. 

The statements of the accounts of the mint, as required by the 7th section of 
the act of 1792, and the assays of foreign coins required by the acts of 10th April, 
1806, 25th and 28th June, 1834, and 2d March, 1843, will be transmitted in a fu- 
ture communication. 

Reference is made to statement marked E, for the information required by the 
22d section of the act of 28th January, 1847. 

The mineral resources of our recently acquired possessions in California have 
opened an extensive field for the development of American enterprise. Some 
thousands of our countrymen, in the pursuit of profitable labour and advantageous 
commerce have found their way thither; and already vast regions, heretofore un- 
peopled and unexplored, are contributing to the metallic wealth of the world. 
Constitating as they now do a portion of our territory, it is due to ovr fellow-ci- 
tizens who inhabit them that their industry and enterprise should be cherished by 
wholesome laws. First in importance, as respects its commercial and financial 
bearing, the establishment of a branch of the mint of the United States at San 
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Francisco is recommended. Next, the erection of lighthouses on head-lands, 
and beacon lights and buoys to conduct vessels into the principal ports and har- 
bours. Third, the establishment of a marine hospital. Anticipating the favoura- 
ble action of Congress on the subject of the establishment of lights, beacons, and 
buoys, instructions have been given to the officer directing the operations of the 
coast survey, to cause such examinations and reports to be made as may be ne- 
cessary to determine upon appropriate locations for such structures. 
Respectfully submitted, 
W. M. MEREDITH, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 
War Department, Washington, November 30, 1849. 


Sir: I have the honour to present the following report of the operations of this 
department during the past year: 

The returns and statements of the adjutant-general, herewith, exhibit the 
strength and distribution of the military foree. Agreeably to these returns, the 
present strength of the army is less than the organization provided bylaw. The 
deficiency arises from the discharges, deaths, and desertions which have taken 

lace, and the difficnity of immediately supplying the want by new enlistments. 
The desertions have been most numerous in California, where the temptations 
to embark in more lucrative pursuits and the facilities for the sudden acquisition 
of wealth are so greatly multiplied. Out of a force of twelve hundred regular 
troops in that territory since the Ist of January, the desertions within the first 
eight months have equalled two-fifths of that number. The policy adopted by 
the commanding officer of granting short furloughs to the troops in smal] num- 
bers, for the purpose of enabling them to work for their individual benefit at the 
placers, had the effect to check desertions to a degree, but the emergencies of the 
service, and the limited number of troops for duty, prevented the measure from 
being carried out to the extent desired, and the evil of desertions consequently 
continues to exist. 

The recruiting of the army is regulated by the casualties in the service, so that 
the enlistments can at no time exceed the total fixed bylaw. The delays in re- 
ceiving these returns of casualties wil] always keep the actual force considerably 
below the legal standard. According to the practice which has long prevailed, 
the great majority of enlistments is made in the northern Atlantic cities and the 
adjacent interior towns, whence the recruits are sent to the general depot for in- 
struction, and finally distributed to the southern and western posts, according to 
the wants of the service. It necessarily follows that considerable time intervenes 
between the enlistment of the recruit and his presence with his company. Inde- 
pendently of this loss of time and service, and the fatal influence which a change 
of climate not unusually produces on the health of the recruit, his transportation 
and subsistence constitute a heavy expenditure. T’o remedy these disadvantages, 
and to encourage enlistments, in the vicinity of troops serving at frontier and re- 
mote stations, especially in California, Oregon, and New Mexico, it is recom- 
mended that a bounty be allowed to each recruit enlisted at or near such stations, 
equal to the cost of transporting and subsisting a recruit from the general depot 
to the place of such enlistment. To guard against desertions and promote good 
conduct, it is proposed that the bounty should be divided into instalments, so 
that their several amounts would be increasing annually according to length of 
service, and the largest amount be paid to the soldier on his discharge. This 
bounty would also be a strong inducement to old soldiers to re-enlist in their re- 
spective companies, an object always deemed of importance to the service. 

It has been found impracticable to carry into effect the provisions of the act of 
14th of August, 1848, which authorizes an increase of the rank and file of certain 
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regiments by transfers from others of the same arm; the present organization 
being too limited, and the difficulty of keeping the several companies up to their 
legal complement too great, to hazard a further reduction, with a due regard to 
the discipline and efficiency of the several corps. ‘The protection of our frontier 
lines previous to the late war with Mexico, was then deemed a task equal to the 
capacity of the army. The additions recently made seem to impose the neces- 
sity of increasing the military force, in order that its strength may be adequate 
to the wants which the vast extension of our territorial limits require. One ter- 
ritory, New Mexico, is almost surrounded by numerous tribes of predatory In- 
dians, and open at all points to their incursions. ‘The perils which are thus pre- 
sented retard the growth of frontier settlements, which, in their infancy, are at- 
tended with severe privations, demanding the exercise of the highest courage 
and energy of the pioneer. Exposure to the rapine of the savage should not be 
a superadded evil. The duty of the government is to afford protection. To 
enable it to do this effectually, it is submitted that the numerical strength of 
each company at the several military posts on our western frontier be increased 
to seventy-four privates, and that a part of the infantry be mounted as emergen- 
cies arise. This plan for increasing the defence of our frontiers, is respectiully 
presented as combining the greatest economy and security. Without a larger 
regular force, the executive will find the occasions frequent and necessary to 
make requisitions on the militia of the states, who are called into service for 
short periods, with injurious interruptions in their ordinary avocations, as well 
as great expense to them and the government. Experience has shown that for 
the preservation of peace and public tranquillity on our borders, the presence of a 
strong military force restrains the warlike inclinations of the Indians, whilst its 
absence has sometimes involved the government in protracted and costly wars. 
Great embarrassment has heretofore arisen from the supposed actual] rank 
which brevet commissions confer. Their recent multiplication will increase 
the difficulties and inconveniences to which the military service has been 
exposed. Apart from the conflicting claims of officers holding brevet com- 
missions, it may be affirmed that instances frequently occur when pay is pa- 
ramount to rank, and when the brevet rank itself cannot, in legal coutempla- 
tion, take effect. In the case of staff officers who have no command, and who 
can exercise none except by special assignment, these brevet commissions 
are only honorary distinctions; and, examined closely, this is the basis on 
which rest all brevets. The presumption is renomalie and just that every 
officer performs his required duty, and he who does more is entitled to ho- 
nourable reward. It is then respectfully submitted whether the object, in 
authorizing this class of commissions, is nct accomplished by retaining them 
as honorary distinctions, and restricting the officers holding them to their 
lineal rank and pay, according to the commissions by which they are mus- 
tered in their respective regiments and corps. If any exceptions be made to 
the rule here proposed, it is believed that in view of the more efficient disci- 
pline and service of the troops, brevet rank and pay should exist only when 
volunteers and militia are united with the regular army; or, when the officers 
having brevet commissions are detailed for duty by special assignment with 
difficult or expensive commands in remote departments or divisions. Accord- 
ing to law, brevet rank takes effect in detachments composed of different 
corps, but from the liberal construction which has heretofore been given to the 
articles of war, it would seem that every garrison at each of our numerous and 
widely-extended posts is considered a detachment from the main army, without 
any definite conception of the locality where its main body is concentrated. 
Auother inconvenience resulting to the service is the anomalous position of 
officers holdiug staff commissions which confer rank. These officers are not 
considered by established usage as eligible to the command of troops unless 
specially assigned, whilst at the same time they claim exemption from the 
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orders of their juniors in the line who succeed to suchcommands. This state 
of things is calculated to injure the service by a suspension, for the time be- 
ing, of the functions of the staff officers in cases where a junior line officer 
exercises the command ; to obviate which it is suggested that a law be enacted 
requiring officers of the general staff serving with troops to execute according 
to their respective duties all orders emanating from the senior officer of the 
line which may relate to the discipline, police, and good order of his command, 
and for which he alone is responsible. 

The necessity of adopting some rule for retiring disabled officers from the 
army, is more apparent at this time than at any former period of its history. 
The injorious effects of a foreign war, prosecuted in a climate unfavourable 
to health, and the casualties inseparable from a contest remarkable for the 
disparity of the opposing forces, have added to the list of those disabled from 
age, or other causes, aud greatly increased the number of ineffective officers. 
To retain them would but impede that activity and efficiency which the pro- 
tection of our recently extended frontiers necessarily demands from the army ; 
to discharge them without suitable provision, crippled and worn out in the 
public service, would be unjust and ungrateful. fn order to preserve the effi- 
ciency of the army, and without doing violence to a sense of justice towards 
this deserving class of officers, it is respectfully suggested that the Presideut 
be authorized to place on the retired list such as in his judgment may be 
disqualified from age, wounds, or other disability, with an allowance equal to 
the pay proper of their respective grades. An effective check on the exercise 
of this power would be found in a legal inhibition, declaring that no officer 
shall be retired until the senate shal! have confirmed the nomination of his 
successor. The number of officers to be comprehended in the list of those 
who may, with advantage to the public service, be retired, will probably not 


exceed cas Se the sum of whose pay will be less than fifteen thousand 
l 


dollars annually. 

I also respectfully recommend to favourable consideration the plan of pro- 
viding an asylum for the comfort and repose of veteran soldiers, on whom 
time and the perils of an arduous service have produced their natural or acci- 
dental effects, and I take leave to express ny concurrence in the views of the 
commanding general of the army on this subject. Should the suggestions of 
that officer be not approved, it is then submitted that some plan of benevo- 
lence and gratitude be commenced under the sanction of Congress, which 
shall require all disbursing officers of the army to receive and account for 
such sums as may be voluntarily contributed for this object. It is not doubted 
that at some future day a fund will be thus realized, which, judiciously em- 
ployed, will supply this essential want, and accomplish a purpose which will 
be universally approved. 

The effective power of the army is deemed to be inseparably connected with 
the military academy at West Point. As one of the means of national defence, 
it is not only the best, but one of the cheapest; unless the rule be inverted which 
admits that the most efficient corps are commanded by the most skilful officers. 
Having its organization on popular basis, and diffusing its benefits equally to all 
sections of the Union, this institution may be safely commended to the care and 
patronage of the government, not less for the brilliant achievements of its gradu- 
ates, than their happy example to others who are to follow them. 

The outrages committed by the Indians in New Mexico have been of a serious 
eharacter, resulting in the massacre of several of the inhabitants, and depreda- 
tions upon the property of the settlers to a considerable extent. ‘The troops in 
that territory have been constantly occupied during the past year in giving pro- 
tection to the settlements, and in pushing their scouts against the hostile and 
marauding bands. These duties have been performed with alacrity and zeal, 
vut not without privation and suffering on the part of troops operating ina broken 
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and difficult country, during the heats of summer and amidst the almost im- 
passable snows of winter. In the several affairs which took place, the Indians 
were generally encountered in superior numbers, and always routed with con- 
siderable loss in killed and wounded. The attacks of these marauding bands 
becoming more frequent as the spring opened, and often resulting in the murder 
of our citizens, the commanding officer, in order to afford greater protection than 
could be given by the limited regular force under his command, called into ser- 
vice an auxiliary volunteer force. Four companies of this description of troops 
were engaged for six months, and distributed so as to protect the lives and pro- 
perty of the inhabitants most exposed to attack. 

In September, a movement was made against the Navajoe Indians in their 
stronghold at the Canon of Cheille which resulted in a treaty with that nation, 
on terms similar to those granted to other tribes upon our frontiers, and the sur- 
render of several captives. 

Attempts were made under the orders issued from this department, in May 
jast, to open communications with the Indians remaining in Florida, with a view 
to ascertain their feelings in respect to emigration. Whilst the officer charged 
with the instructions was endeavouring to obtain interviews with the several 
chiefs in the vicinity of Charlotte Harbor, acts of violence and murder were 
committed by a small band of the tribe upon the settlements on Indian river and 
Pease Creek, which had the effect to frustrate, for a time, any effort at negotia- 
tion. On receiving intelligence of these outrages, from some of the inhabitants 
who had fled from the scenes of violence, arrangements were immediately made 
by the commanding officers at St. Augustine, Tampa Bay, and Key West, to 
afford that protection within their means which the cireumstances demanded. 
Prompt measures were also taken by this department to send re-enforcements to 
the troops in Florida, with a view to control the Indians, in case it should ap- 
pear, as this department did not then suppose, that these outrages had been dic- 
tated by a general feeling of hostility on the part of the several tribes. The 
number of troops thus collected in Florida within the month of September, was 
upwards of seventeen hundred, officers and men, a force deemed sufficient to give 
confidence to the inhabitants, and to promote the emigration of the Indians. 

Upon renewing the efforts to negotiate with the Indians, the principal chiefs, 
with their sub-chiefs and warriors, were met in council. They at once agreed 
to deliver up the offenders, (five in number,) whom they represented as having 
committed the murders without the sanction or knowledge of any chief, and in 
opposition to the wishes of the Indians. ‘Three of these have since been sur- 
rendered. Of the remaining two, one, in attempting to escape, was killed by 
the Indians, the other effected his escape; but his early capture and surrender 
have been promised by the chiefs. On the subject of emigration, the Indians 
requested time for deliberation, and a meeting in council has been arranged for 
a subsequent day. The policy which has been pursued, and which will pro- 
bably be continued for the removal of these Indians to their brethren west of the 
Mississippi, will be seen in the correspondence which accompanies this rr port. 

During the past spring and part of the summer, the troops in Texas had be- 
come greatly reduced in effective strength by the ravages of the cholera, which 
prevailed there to such an extent as to retard, in some measure, contemplated 
military movements, having for their object the establishment of a line of posts 
for the protection of the frontier settlement against the attacks of hostile bands, 
The frequency of these attacks, and the difficulty of covering so extended a fron- 
tier with the very limited disposable regular force, distributed in small com- 
mands at points remote from each other, made it necessary for the commanding 
general in Texas to avail himself of the authority, previously given, to call upon 
the executive of that State for three companies of mounted militia. Orders have 
been given for the discharge of those additional companies, and also those in 
New Mexico, as soon as the exigencies under which they were called into ser- 
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vice shall have ceased to exist, and it is recommended that appropriations be 
made by Congress to pay them for the time they have been employed. No re- 
cent disturbances in Texas have been reported, and from the proffers of peace 
which have been lately made by the Camanche nation, through their newly 
elected head chief, with manifestations of the most friendly dispositions towards 
the United States, and a determivation by them to abstain from any further de- 
predations upon our citizens, it is believed that the regular troops in that country 
will be sufficient for any emergency likely to arise. The operations in New 
Mexico and Texas, have resulted in the recovery of many of the captives previ- 
ously made by the Indians, several of whom have been restored to their homes 
in Mexico, agreeably to the provisions of the late treaty with that republic. 

The department was prevented by the demand for troops in Mexico, during 
the recent war, from effecting much in respect to the establishment of military 
posts on the route to Oregon, required by the act of the 19th May, 1846, beyond 
the selection of the first station on the Platte river, now Grand Island, known as 
Fort Kearny. Within the last spring, arrangements were made to place the 
regiment of mounted riflemen, originally designed for this service, upon the route. 
Early in May, the regiment moved from Fort Leavenworth, and proceeded via 
Fort Kearny to Fort Laramie, and, after establishing at that point the second 
military station, continued its march in the direction of Oregon. By the last 
intelligence received, the regiment had passed beyond Fort Hall, on the upper 
waters of the Columbia river, and doubtless, ere this, it has reached its ultimate 
destination, after having established the intermediate station between Fort Lara- 
mie and the Pacific, and giving escort to a large number of emigrants. 

To hasten and ensure the arrival of the officers connected with the customs in 
California, as well as of a navy agent for the port of San Francisco, and certain 
Indian agents transferred to, and sub-agents appvinted for, the territories of New 
Mexico and California, an order, under your direction, was given to the proper 
department to furnish to them transportation at public expense. About the same 
time, information reached the department that a large number of emigrants had 
assembled at or near Fort Leavenworth, and who, in their long journey to their 
new and distant homes on the Pacific, would probably encounter the increased 
wants which their numbers were well calculated to produce. Accordingly, the 
officers of the subsistence department with a like direction were ordered to re- 
lieve all cases of distress in the wilderness, without disclosing the benevolent 
purpose of the order. 

In connexion with the subject of providing the necessary means for the de- 
fence of our distant territories, the erection of fortifications for the protection of 
such of our harbors on the Pacifie as may be indicated by the board of engineer 
officers at present engaged in making examinations and surveys for these objects, 
is respectfully recommended. 

At an early period after the appropriation was available for surveys required 
to be made west of the Mississippi, and extending to the Pacific ocean, neces- 
sary instructions were given, and several routes suggested and directed to be ex- 
amined. The reports of the several corps engaged in this service will be fur- 
nished as soon as received. In the mean time, the instructions issued from this 
department are respectfully submitted. 

The estimates submitted for the improvements of harbors and rivers refer to 
works which have heretofore received the sanction of Congress. In respect to 
other and new works, it is presumed that, in accordance with a safe usage, no 
appropriations will be made without previous surveys and estimates by coimpe- 
tent officers. 

Should Congress make appropriations in conformity to the estimates, it is be- 
lieved that the amount could only be judiciously applied under the supervision 
of the corps charged with the superintendence of public works of this class. 
An excess of appropriation materially varying the estimated amount, would im- 
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pose the necessity of increasing the corps of Topographical Engineers, which is 
not recommended. 

In the interval of time between the proclamation of peace with the republic of 
Mexico and the period when our revenue laws were extended over Upper Cali- 
fornia, a large amount was collected by the officers of the army, as duties on 
importations into the several ports of that territory. The same system has been 
continued by these officers up to the arrival of the authorized agents of the trea- 
sury; who, doubtless, before this time, have superseded the military officers 
employed in this extraordinary service. The order given by the commander of 
the Pacific division required the collections to be continued till the military of- 
ficers were superseded by the proper officers of the treasury, and the amounts 
thus realized should be subject to the final decision of Congress. It is respect- 
fully recommended that their acts be affirmed. The officers, however, should be 
required to account fully, through the appropriate department, for all sums col- 
lected by them, and such disbursements allowed as may be deemed necessary 
and proper for the maintenance and support of the anomalous government of that 
territory. 

The peculiar condition of the territories of California and New Mexico, in re- 
spect to their internal governments, and the absence of any clearly defined au- 
thority by Congress for this object, has imposed delicate and difficult duties on 
the army. One of its — duties is to aid civil functionaries, when required, 
in the preservation of public tranquillity. But itis believed that the civil au- 
thority, so far as it had its origin in political power, in a great measure disap- 
peared by the transfer of the sovereignty and jurisdiction from Mexico to the 
United States. The military regulations established for their government during 
the war, were superseded by the return of peace. A large concourse of foreigh 
emigrants, not familiar with our institutions and habits, has been assembled in 
one of the territories and engaged in a pursuit eminently calculated to produce 
collisions and bloodshed. Amidst all these difficulties, the army, aided by the 
confirmed habit of self-government in which the American citizen is reared, has 
protected these territories from general or unusual disorders. I respectfully sub- 
mit a copy of the correspondence on this subject sent from and received at this 
department. 

he reports herewith of the chiefs of the several bureaus connected with this 
department, will exhibit in detail their respective operations, and to which J re- 
spectfully invite attention. The duties of these branches of the military service 
have been performed with accustomed fidelity, zeal, and ability. 
Respectfully submitted, 
GEO. W. CRAWFORD, 
To THe Presivent. Secretary of War. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. 


Navy Department, Dec. 1, 1849. 


Sir: I have the honour to present to you the annual report of the condition 
and operations of this department of the public service. 

The home squadron, under the command of Commodore Parker, consists of 
the flag-ship frigate Raritan, Capt. Page, the sloop-of-war Albany, Commander 
Randolph, the sloop-of-war Germantown, C mmander Lowndes, the steamer 
Vixen, Lieutenant Commanding Ward, the steamer Water-Witch, Lieutenant 
Commanding Totten, and the schooner Flirt, Lieutenant Commanding Farrand. 
The steamer Alleghany, commanded by Lieutenant Hunter, was temporarily 
attached to this squadron, but has been recently withdrawn and placed in ordi- 
nary at the Washington navy yard. The sloop-of-war Saratoga, Commander 
Nicholson, has also been withdrawn, and placed in ordinary at Norfolk. 

The vessels of the home squadron have been actively employed among the 
West India Islands, in the Gulf of Mexico, and along the Atlantic coast. 
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The squadron in the Pacific ocean, under the command of Commodore Jones, 
consists of the flag-ship Ohio, Commander Stribling, the frigate Savannah, Cap- 
tain Voorhees, the sloop-of-war St. Mary’s, Commander Johnston, the sloop-of- 
war Warren, Commander Long, the sloop-of-war Preble, Commander Glynn, 
the sloop-of-war Falmouth, Commander Pettigru, the sloop-of-war Vandalia, 
Commander Gardner, the sloop-of-war Vincennes, Commander Hudson, the 
store-ship Fredonia, Lieutenant Commanding Neville, the store-ship Southamp- 
ton, Lieutenant Commanding Handy, and the steamer Massachusetts. The 
razee Independence, bearing the broad pennant of Commodore Shubrick, re- 
turned from the Pacific ocean on the 26th of July last, afier distinguished and 
hnportant service in the war with Mexico. The vessel was taken out of com- 
mission. ‘The sloop-of-war Dale, Commander Rudd, also returned from the Pa- 
cific; she reached New York on the 23d of August, and was placed in ordinary. 
Orders have been given for the return of the Ohio, the Preble, and the store- 
ship Southampton, in consequence of the expiration of the periods of enlistment 
of their crews. On the 12th of January, 1849, Commodore Jones was ordered 
to exchange the Ohio for the Savannah as his flag-ship; the Ohio was ordered 
to proceed, under the commend of Capt. Voorhees, to China, to relieve Com- 
modore Geisinger in the command of the East India squadron, and Commodore 
Geisinger was ordered to return to the United States in the Ohio, by the way of 
Bengal. The terms of service of a large number of her cgew having expired, 
it was deemed expedient to revoke that order, and instructions were accordingly 
sent to Commodore Jones, on the 23d of June, to direct the immediate return of 
the Ohio by the way of Cape Horn; she sailed from the coast of California on 
the 15th of September, on her passage home. Captain Voorhees has proceeded 
to China in the sloop-of-war St. Mary’s, for the purpose of relieving Commo- 
dore Geisinger, who will return to the United States in that vessel; but, in the 
event of his having left the station, under a permission granted by the depart- 
ment on the 16th February, the St. Mary’s will be retained and constitute a 
part of the squadron under Commodore Voorhees. The Falmouth sailed from 
the United States on the 16th of May, the Vandalia on the Sth of Septem- 
ber, and the Vincennes on the 13th of November, with orders to join the 
command of Commodore Jones in the Pacific. The store-ship Supply, Lieute- 
nant Commanding Kennedy; is under orders, and wil} shortly sail with supplies 
and stores for the squadron in the Pacific. Commodore Jones reports that the 
crews of the vessels under his command have been greatly reduced by deser- 
tions, and by the expirations of terms of service of the men; he states also that 
there exists an unwillingness to re-enlist for the navy. The temptations held 
out by the prospect of obtaining gold, and the great demand for seamen, render 
it impossible to enlist men on the coast of California for the navy pay of from 
$10 to $12 per month, while the merchant service is paying from $85 to $150 
in the same ports. The evils resulting to the naval service from these causes 
are severely felt. Great efforts have been made to remedy them, and every ex- 
ertion that authority and discipline could enforce, has been made with but par- 
tial suecess. 

The squadron in the Mediterranean sea, under the command of Commodore 
Morgan, consists of the flag-ship razee Independence, Commander Blake; the 
frigate Cumberland, Captain Latimer; the frigate Constitution, Captain Cono- 
ver; the steamer Mississippi, Captain Long; the sloop-of-war Jamestown, Com- 
mander Mercer, and the store-ship Erie, Lieutenant Commanding Porter. ‘The 
frigate St. Lawrence, Captain Paulding. has also joined this squadron, 

The force now employed in the Mediterranean is believed to be larger and 
more efficient than at any previous period in our history, with the exception, 
perhaps, of the years 1804 and 1805, during the Tripolitan war. 

The steamers Princeton, Commander Engle, and Alleghany, Lieutenant Com- 
manding Hunter, were ordered home from the Mediterranean in consequence of 
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the reports of the necessity for extensive repairs. The Princeton has, since 
her return, undergone a strict and careful survey by a board of competent and 
skilful officers; their report condemned her as unworthy of repairs. She was, 
therefore, broken up, and such portions of her as were unserviceable for naval 
purposes were ordered to be sold. The schooner Taney also returned from the 
Mediterranean. ‘This vessel belongs to the treasury department, and, on her 
arrival, was turned over to that department; there being, however, no vessel of 
the navy at my command calculated for the service contemplated by the 2d sec- 
tion of the act making appropriations for the naval service, approved March 3d, 
1849, viz. for testing new routes and perfecting the discoveries made by Lieu- 
tenant Maury, in the course of his investigations of the winds and currents of 
the ocean, the Taney was again received and assigned to that service. Lieu- 
tenant Walsh, an officer well qualified for the duty, was intrusted with the 
command, detailed instructions were prepared for him, and he proceeded in their 
execution on the 26th of October. 

The death of Commodore Bolton, which occurred at Genoa on the 22d of Fe- 
bruary, rendered it necessary to order a senior captain to the command of the Me- 
diterranean squadron. Commodore Morgan was selected; he sailed from the 
United States in the steamer Mississippi on the 7th of June. Important consi- 
derations made it necessary, in the judgment of the department, to increase the 
force in the Mediterranean. By active exertions, two vessels, in addition to the 
Mississippi, (the razee Independence and the frigate Cumberland,) were de- 
spatched ; the former sailed on the 26th of July, and the latter on the 10th of Au- 
gust. The store-ship Erie, Lieutenant Commanding M‘Blair, returned from the 
Mediterranean on the 11th of July, and on the 5th of September she was again 
despatched, under the command of Lieutenant Porter, with supplies for the squad- 
ron. 

By the death of Commodore Bolton, the late Captain Gwinn was left the se- 
nior officer in this squadron; his reports show that the vessels of his command 
were actively employed under circumstances requiring the exercise of prudence 
and discretion to prevent embarrassments with belligerent powers. I am happy 
to say that our commerce has been fully protected, and friendly intercourse has 
not been interrupted. Informatidn has reached the department of the death of 
Captain Gwinn, which occurred at Palermo on the 4th of September, 1849. The 
reports from Commodore Morgan, since he took command of the squadron, are 
highly satisfactory. ‘The duty assigned him has been promptly performed, and 
the condition of his command reflects credit upon the service. 

The squadron on the coast of Brazil, under the command of Commodore Storer 
consists of the flag-ship frigate Brandywine, Captain Boarman, and the sloop-of- 
war St. Louis, Commander Cocke. The brig Perry, under the command of 
Lieutenant Tilton, returned from this station on the 10th of July, and was put 
under repairs for farther service. The store-ship Supply, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant Sinclair, returned from Brazil on the 4th of September. The store-ship 
Lexington, Lieutenant Commanding Mitchell, will sail in a few days with sup- 
plies for the squadron. It was the purpose of the department to increase the 
force on this station, and with this view the sloop-of-war John Adams, under the 
command of Commander Powell, sailed from the United States in june, with 
orders to report to Commodore Storer, as a part of his command; but it became 
necessary to relieve the sloop-of-war Decatur, on the coast of Africa, and on the 
29th of July, orders were issued to transfer the John Adams from the Brazil to 
the African station. The Decatur was ordered home on a report of the surgeon 
of the fleet relative to the health of the crew, and because the terms of service of 
a large number of the men had expired. The vessels under the command of 
Commodore Storer have been usefully employed in the suppression of the slave 
trade, in protecting our commerce, and rendering efficient service to vessels of 
the United States. 
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* The squadron on the coast of Africa, under the command of Commodore Gre- 
gory, consists of the flag-ship sloop-of-war Portsmouth, Commander Peck ; the 
sloop-of-war Yorktown, Commander Marston; the sloop-of-war John Adams, 
Commander Powell ; the brig Porpoise, Commander Gordon ; the brig Bainbridge, 
Commander Slaughter ; and brig Perry, Lieutenant Commanding Foot. The 
sloop-of-war Decatur, Commander Byrne, returned from the coast of Africa on 
the 15th of November. The brig Perry sailed from the United States on the 
27th of November. The store-ship Relief, commanded by Lieutenant Totten, 
sailed from New York on the 26th of October, with supplies for the squadrons 
on the coast of Africa and in the Mediterranean. The brig Porpoise will return 
to the United States on the arrival out of the Perry. 

In the month of August last the department was informed by Commodore 
Cooper that ill-health prevented his longer remaining on the coast of Africa in 
command of the squadron, and asked to be relieved. Orders were accordingly 
issued detaching him, and the command was assigned to Captain Gregory. Be- 
fore the departure of the Jatter officer, Commodore Cooper arrived at New York 
in the Portsmouth, (the flag-ship of the squadron,) in low health. The com- 
mand was immediately transferred to Captain Gregory, and he was ordered to 
proceed forthwith to the coast of Africa. Events, however, transpiring at the 
seat of government early in the month of September, rendered it proper to change 
for a time the destination of the Portsmouth, and orders were given on the 17th 
of September for Captain Gregory to proceed to the Mediterranean with despatches 
for Commodore Morgan; and, after performing that service, to repair to the sta- 
tion assigned him on the coast of Africa. The Portsmouth sailed from New 
York on the 20th of September. 

The reports received from Captain Paulding of the frigate St. Lawrence, while 
in the North Sea, are very satisfactory. His continuance there during the win- 
ter being considered unnecessary, orders were sent to him on the 13th of Sep- 
tember to proceed with the frigate to winter in the Mediterranean, and to report 
to Commodore Morgan. Should it be deemed advisable to keep up a force in the 
North Sea and the Baltic, vessels from the Mediterranean will be despatched in 
the spring on that service. 

The squadron in the China Seas, under the ‘command of Commodore Geisin- 
ger, consists of the flag-ship sloop-of-war Plymouth, Commander Gedney, and 
the brig Dolphin, Lieutenant Commanding Ogden. The sloop-of-war Preble was 
temporarily attached to this squadron; she has returned to the Pacific, and orders 
have been sent to Commodore Jones for her return to the United States. It is 
gratifying to state that the small force employed in the East Indies has been emi- 
nently useful to the commercial interests of our country in extending information, 
cultivating friendly relations, and affording protection to American seamen in 
that quarter. In a recent despatch, received from Commodore Geisinger, the 
important fact is stated that coal of an excellent quality is found at the island of 
Formosa, in a convenient position, and in abundance for the wants of steam na- 
vigation between California and China. 

{ am happy to report that no interruption has occurred to the fair and legal 
commercial pursuits of our citizens abroad. Wherever our national vessels 
have been shown, they have been received with marked respect, and our officers 
have been treated with kindness and courtesy ; they have on all occasions pur- 
sued a course of steady neutrality, in accordance with the policy of our govern- 
ment and in compliance with the instructions of this department. 

Under the 3d section of the act of the 8d of March, 1849, the secretary of 
war transferred to the navy department the following steamers, viz : the Massa- 
chusetts, Edith, Telegraph, Alabama, Fashion, Monmouth, New Orleans, and Ma- 
jor Tompkins. At the time of the transfer the Massachusetts and Edith were in 
the Pacific ocean, on special service connected with the war department; the 
others were at New Orleans. All these steamers were purchased during the 
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war with Mexico for the transportation of troops and supplies for the army. 
With the exception of the Massachusetts and Edith, they were wholly unfit 
for general naval purposes ; their retention was expensive, and as they were 
rapidly deteriorating in value, orders were given for their sale. The Alabama, 
New Orleans, and Major Tompkins have been sold and the proceeds paid into 
the treasury. The Fashion has been returned to the war department for the 
transportation of troops and supplies to Florida. The Telegraph and Mon- 
mouth remain to be sold. The Edith was wrecked and totally lost on the 24th 
of August last on the coast of California. 

Under a provision of the act making appropriations for the naval service, ap- 
proved March 3d, 1849, viz.: “that a competent officer of the navy, not below 
the grade of lieutenant, be charged with the duty of preparing the nautical al- 
manac for publication,” Lieutenant Davis has been selected to superintend the 
work, The preliminary arrangements have been commenced, and I have no 
doubt, from the eminent qualifications of this officer, the work will progress 
with all the rapidity practicable, where so great accuracy and precision are re- 
quired. ‘The report as to the manner in which Lieutenant Davis proposes to 
execute the important duty intrusted to him, and the progress made, will be 
found herewith transmitted. 

The practical experiments authorized by the same act, for testing the capacity 
and usefulness of the electro-magnetic power as a mechanical agent for the pur- 
poses of navigation and locomotion, have, in accordance with the act, been in- 
trusted to Professor Charles G. Page. The experiments are in progress; when 
they are completed, the result will be reported to Congress. 

The act of August 3d, 1848, directed the secretary of the navy to cause the 
observations to be made recommended by the American Philosophical Society 
and the Academy of Arts and Sciences. The necessary instruments have been 
procured and are on their way to Santiago in Chili, under the charge of two 
passed midshipmen. Lieutenant Gilliss, the officer selected to superintend the 
observations, left the United States in August last, to proceed by the way of 
Chagres and Panama, to the point selected. No report has been received from 
him. He is instructed to advise the department from time to time of the pro- 
gress made in the duty assigned him. 

Under the act of congress of the 3d of March, 1847, contracts were made 
with E. K. Collins and his associates, for the transportation of the mail be- 
tween New York and Liverpool; with A. G. Sloo for the transportation of the 
mail from New York and New Orleans, touching at Charleston, (if practicable,) 
Savannah and Havana, and from Havana to Chagres; and with Arnold Harris 
for the transportation of the mail from Panama to Astoria, in Oregon, to con- 
nect with the mail from Havana to Chagres across the Isthmus. 

The three sea-steamers under the contract for the Panama and Oregon line 
were accepted before the close of the year 1848. It is believed they are ac- 
tively employed in the service required by the law establishing the line. No 
provision is made, either by the law or under the contract, for the command of 
the steamers on this line by officers of the navy, nor for passed midshipmen to serve 
as watch officers. There have been no reports made to this department of the 
services rendered Ly the steamers on this line. 

The contractors for the Liverpool line engaged with the department to build 
five steamships, of not less than two thousand tons measurement, for the trans- 
portation of the mail between New York and Liverpool; the first of the steam- 
ships to be ready to perform the service in eighteen months from the date of the 
agreement, (1st November, 1847,) and three others as soon thereafter as each 
may be required to take its place in the line; that the fifth should be com- 
menced and built as early as may be practicable thereafter. By the 7th section 
of the act approved March 3d, 1849, the secretary of the navy was authorized 
80 to modify the contract as to postpone the commencement of the mail service 
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stipulated to be performed until the ist day of June, 1850, which has accord- 
ingly been done. The officer superintending the construction of the vessels 
expresses the opinion that the Atlantic will be the first in readiness; that it is 
possible she may sqil some time in the following month of January; the Pa- 
cific will be ready by the first of March; that two others will probably not be 
completed earlier than the first of August, 1850; and that a contract has been 
entered into by Mr. Collins for the frame of the fifth vessel. No information 
has yet been received of the probable period of her final completion. The 
department is informed that the contractors are making exertions to complete 
their vessels, to enter upon the service for which they are designed, by the time 
stipulated. 

The contractor for the New Orleans and Chagres line bound himself to 
establish a line of steamships, to consist of at least five vessels, for the trans. 
portation of the United States mail] from New York to New Orleans twice a 
month and back, touching at Charleston, (if practicable,) Savannah and Ha- 
vana, and from Havana to Chagres and back, twice a month; that two of 
the steamships should be completed and ready for service on the first day of 
October, 1848, and should be of the burden of not less than fifteen hundred 
tons; that, should the secretary of the navy determine to employ a steamer 
of not less than six hundred tons burden for the service between Havana 
and Chagres, in lieu of one of the five steamers of not less than fifteen hun- 
dred tons burden, then the contractor agreed to construct a steamship com- 
= in all respects for performing the service, and answering al] the condi- 
ions required by the law. The contractor further bound himself to complete 
and have in readiness for service the two remaining steamships by the first 
day of October, 1849; that the line of steamships should be kept up by alter- 
ations, repairs, or additions, (of approved character,) fully equal to the exigen- 
cies of the service, and the faithful accomplishment of the purposes intended 
by the law; that the vessels should be in full and entire operation on the 
first of October, 1849; that each and all of the said steamships should be com- 
manded by an officer of the navy of the United States, not below the grade 
of lieutenant, to be selected by the contractor with the approval and consent 
of the secretary of the navy; that the officers should be accommodated on 
board thereof, in a manner becoming their rank and station, without charge 
to the government of the United States; and further agreed to receive on 
board of each of said steamships, and accommodate in a manner suitable to 
their rank without charge to the government, four passed midshipmen of the 
United States navy, to serve as watch officers. In December last, before any 
of the vessels under this contract were completed, the contractors, desirous 
to meet the wishes of the department, proposed to place on the route, tem- 
porarily, the ocean steamer Falcon, and she was accepted until the steam- 
ships to be constructed under the contract should be ready to take their 
places on the line; the department reserving the right to terminate the ar- 
rangement whenever it should think proper to doso. In view of the facts 
that no vessel of this line has been completed, that the demands of our 
citizens require every facility for the transmission of the mails and for the 
transportation of passengers on this route which can be afforded, I have not 
thought proper to discontinue the service, and the Faleon has been, and con- 
tinues to be, actively and usefully engaged between New Orleans and Cha- 
gres. When the steamships contracted for shall be accepted for service, or 
when, from any other cause, the department deems it proper to dispense 
with the services of the Falcon, notice will be given to the proprietors in ac- 
cordance with the agreement under which she is now employed. But one 
steamship built under this contract has been reported as ready for the service, 
either by the contractor or his assignees, and that has not been accepted. 
Commodore Perry, the superintending agent, reported on the 17th of Septem- 
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ber that the Ohio was not then coppered, and consequently cannot be con- 
sidered as finally completed according to contract. The Ohio has, since that 
date, been placed, by her owners, on the line between New York and New 
Orleans, and sailed on the 20th of September on her first trip without being 
accepted by the department. The contractor, some days before the sailing 
of the Ohio, informed me that she would commence the mail service on the 20th 
of September, and asked that the watch officers provided by law should be 
sent on board. The vessel not having been completed according to the con- 
tract, I did not accept her in fulfilment thereof, and declined to order the 
officers to the service as suggested. ‘To prevent, however, any embarrass- 
ment or delay in the movements of the vessel, the officers were ordered to 
report to Commodore Perry, to be assigned to duty in the event of the com- 
pletion of the Ohio according to the agreement, and with permission, if she 
were not so completed, to join the ship on such terms as might be agreed 
upon between themselves and the proprietors. The vessel not having 
been completed, Commodore Perry declined to order the passed midshipmen 
to duty on board of her, and the terms which were proposed by the proprie- 
tors not being such as could be accepted by those officers, they did not join 
the ship. The vessel has gone on her third trip and has not yet been com- 
pleted, and I have no positive assurances that she will be finished on her 
return a third time to New York. The Georgia is progressing rapidly, and 
may be ready in January next. The construction of the other vessels for 
this line has not been commenced. 

By a contract of assignment, made on the 3d day of September, 1847, A. G. 
Sloo assigned his contract made with the United States to George Law, Marshall 
O. Roberts, and Bowes R. M‘Ilvaine, upon certain trusts declared in a deed 
dated the 17th of August, 1847, and the assignees and trustees have proceeded 
in the contracts with the United States. Difficulties have arisen between these 
parties which have led to a law-suit now pending in the courts of New York. 
The department regards this litigation as well calculated to embarrass and post- 
pone the final completion of the other vessels, if not to endanger the ultimate ful- 
filment of the contract with the government. 

The law under which these vessels are constructed does not clearly and dis- 
tinctly define the powers and rights of the government over them. While the 
proprietors have been willing to receive on board the passed midshipmen, they 
have nevertheless claimed the right to prescribe their duties, and to assign them 
their positions ; and while the passed midshipmen are received as watch officers, 
the executive duties of the ship and her navigation may be confided to others se- 
lected by the proprietors. 1, therefore, urgently invite the attention of Congress 
to the law under which the contract was made, to the service in which the ves- 
sels are to be engaged, and to the condition of the contract itself, that, should it 
be deemed advisable to extend the terms, then it may regulate the whole subject 
by some distinct and unequivocal legislation. 

After a careful consideration of this subject I cannot withhold the expression 
of an opinion adverse to embarking any further in the proposed union of public 
and private means in this system of ocean steamers, as calculated to promote the 
interest of the navy. Whatever may be the view which Congress may entertain 
as to the policy of transporting the United States mail, and affording facilities 
for the transportation of passengers and freight in the manner proposed by such a 
system, I entertain a decided opinion that if it should be regarded as the mode 
and manner which Congress has determined on for increasing the naval force of 
the United States, it will be found in the end entirely subversive of the object 
which it intends to promote. ‘To the extent to which the present contracts have 
committed the faith of the government, and to the extent of the obligations under 
the contracts, they are of course strictly to be regarded and scrupulously to be 
performed. Yet, as a naval establishment, I deprecate any farther extension of 





544 Quarterly Register and Magazine. [Dec., 


the system, as fraught with incalculable mischief to the navy, and involving im- 
mense expenditures of public money. All must appreciate the great importance 
of rapid, regular, and safe transmission of our mails to all quarters of the world, 
and all are sensible of the great commercial advantages that must result there- 
from, The contracts already made, and the sums already appropriated, are fully 
adequate to a thorough test of the experiment. I believe, however, it is a subject 
that should in the future be left to the competition of private enterprise. I fee] 
assured that in the straggle American enterprise and American industry wil] 
eventually be successful; for a naval establishment, that which we are most in 
need of, is an independent naval steam force, of such extent and of such magni- 
tude as the wisdom and liberality of Congress may think sufficient, and the ne- 
cessities of the country may require. 

Those governments from whose examples the present system was adopted, 
have immense independent steam navies, in which a proper military education 
and discipline are secured to the officers and men, and upon which they mainly 
rely for their naval strength and power. Until we have provided a steam power 
for our navy adequate for our protection, I cannot but consider it as premature 
and unwise to regard the proposed system as answering the necessities and wants 
of the government for a naval establishment. 

Congress has heretofore, in its liberality to the navy, and in view of the ne- 
cessity of an independent force, expended vast sums of money in establishing 
navy yards, and in the construction of docks and machinery of all kinds for the 
accommodation and equipment of vessels for its service. Thus there is afforded 
every facility required for the maintenance of the navy; and the large quantities 
of stores and materials which, under the former policy of the government have 
been procured and are now at its command, afford the means of building and 
equipping vessels better adapted to the naval service, and on terms more econo- 
mical than can be furnished from any other quarter. While the policy may have 
been wise to collect and prepare these materials in time of peace, so as to be at 
our command in periods of difficulty and emergency, the great change that has 
occurred in the condition of our country no longer renders it necessary to the same 
extent. Most of the materials required in the construction and outfit of a fleet, 
to any extent whatsoever, are to be found every where throughout the country, 
and no emergency can arise when a deficiency need be apprehended. To retain 
those on hand is unnecessary ; they are constantly deteriorating, and the constant 
improvements in the construction and equipment of vessels render it unwise to 
continue the present system of accumulation. The interest of the government 
would be promoted by discontinuing contracts for most of the materials we now 
possess, and by converting those on hand, as they may from time to time be re- 
quired, to the repairs and outfits of the vessels now in the service, and to the con- 
struction of such others as our necessities require. It would therefore seem pro- 
per and economical to avail ourselves of the advantages now at our command, 
and apply the materials now in store to such an extension of our naval force as is 
desired. 

The sums appropriated by Congress, and included in the navy appropriations, 
for the transportation of the United States mail between New York and Liver- 
pool, between New York and New Orleans, and Havana and Chagres, and be- 
tween Panama and Astoria, are as follows, viz. : 


By act approved August 3, 1848, - - $874,600 
By act approved March 3, 1849, - - - 874,600 

Total sum appropriated, - - - - $1,749,200 
Of which there has been drawn from the treasury the sum of €81,500 


Leaving unexpended the sum of - $1,067,700 
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The amount drawn from the treasury, viz. $681,500, was to make the advances 
to the contractors authorized by the act approved August 3, 1848. No advance, | 
however, has been made to either of the contractors for mail steamers by this de- 
partment since the month of May last. Prior to the 4th of March, 1849, the 
amount of one year’s service of the New York, New Orleans, and Chagres line 
had been advanced to the proprietors, since which no money has been drawn 
from the treasury on account of that line of steamers, the department not feeling 
itself at liberty, under the law and the cireumstances, to make advances beyond 
the amount of one year’s service. For the Liverpool line advances have been 
made amounting to $142,500, in equal sums, on the steamers Atlantic and Pa- 
cific, which advances are secured by liens on the vessels. 

A contract was made, under the authority granted by the act of Congress of 
April 14, 1842, with Robert L. Stevens, for the construction of a war steamer, 
shot and shell proof, to be built principally of iron, upon the plan of the said 
Stevens; and the sum of $250,000 was appropriated towards carrying the law 
into effect. The contract bore date the 10th of February, 1843; the time for its 
completion expired two years after the date of the contract. Nothing appears 
to have been done under this contract; no plan was furnished; the construction 
of the iron war steamer was not commenced. ‘The contract was renewed on 
the 14th of November, 1844, and the time extended for completing the vessels 
two years from that date. Some preparation was made under the second con- 
tract, and a portion of the materials was procured, but no plan was submitted 
by the contractor, and the secretary of the navy withheld all payments after 
December, 1845. Thus the matter rested until the 9th of September, 1848, 
when a third contract was made with Mr. Stevens, and four vears from that 
date were given for the completion of the iron war steamer. No precise plan 
has yet been submitted by the contractor to the department, and no progress 
has been made in the construction of the vessel beyond the purchase and deli- 
very of certain quantities of iron. Under these circumstances I declined to pay 
bills for iron presented in July last, and further payments under this contract 
wil] not be made, The matter, however, is submitted to Congress for its deci- 
sion. Of the sum appropriated for this object, there is now in the treasury an 
unexpended balance of $183,521 22, which it is believed should have been car- 
ried to the surplus fund. A report in this case, prepared by the chief of the 
Bureau of Construction, &c., is herewith submitted. 

The 13th section of the act of Congress of August 3, 1848, authorizes the 
secretary of the navy to cause persons in the naval service or marine corps, 
who shall become insane while in the service, to be placed in such Junatic 
hospitals as, in his opinion, will be most convenient and best calculated to 
promise a restoration to reason. I do not think it advisable to remove the in- 
sane of the navy or marine corps from the navy hospitals to private insti'utions. 
The skill and acquirements of the medical officers of the navy, and the com- 
forts and advantages to be afforded by the navy hospital fand, are believed to 
be ample for all the beneficent purposes designed by Congress for those un- 
fortunate persons. The number of insane persons at present in the navy hos- 
pitals is but twelve, and this number, it is believed, will not be greatly in- 
creased, The reports of the attending surgeons represent most of the cases 
as beyond the hope of amendment. 

A joint resolution of the 9th of May, 1848. authorized the secretary of the 
navy, if, in his opinion, it was advantageous to the public interest. to make 
contracts fora term not exceeding five years for the purchase of American 
watcr-rotted hemp for the use of the United States Navy, provided it could 
be had of equal quality with the best foreign hemp, and at a price not exceed- 
ing the average price of such hemp for the last five yeais. After the passage 
of this resolution all purchases in open market were suspended, and no foreign 
hemp has been purchased since that period. No advertisement for supplies 
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of hemp under the resolution was published until the 4th of March last. On 
that day proposals were invited for the delivery of a quantity of about five 
hundred tons annually for a term not exceeding five years. Under this ad- 
vertisement several offers were made; the form of the bidding, however, was 
decided to be erroneous, and not according to the law. All the bids were re- 
jected, and the department determined not to enter into contracts thereon. 
Prior to the passage of the resolution, purchases of hemp had been made, and 
contracts were in existence at its date, for the delivery of considerable quan- 
tities. There were in store at the navy yard at Boston, on the 30th of Sep- 
tember last, 762 tons of hemp, of which 600 tons were of foreign growth and 
preparation. At the period of the passage of the resolution an opinion was 
entertained that the heavy expenses to be incurred in preparing for the pro- 
duction of the finer qualities of water-rotted hemp deterted our farmers and 
hemp-growers from entering into contracts for a single year’s supply for the 
navy, and hopes were entertained that an extension of the terms of contracts 
to a longer period would induce the farmers and growers to enter into con- 
tracts with the government, and that such extension of time would justify the 
necessary outlay to be incurred in the erection of the machinery and fixtures 
required for its thorough ay 0 That such was the design of the reso. 
lution, and such the hopes of its friends and advocates, there can be no doubt. 
Experience, however, has not realized these expectations. The farmers and 
hemp-growers have evinced an unwillingness to enter into contracts, and nu- 
merous petitions and communications, remonstrating in the strongest terms 
against the proposed plan, have been forwarded to the department. But two 
bids were offered by the hemp-growers, and they were for small quantities, 
not exceeding twenty-five tons per year. Bids were offered by others than 
those engaged in the growth end preparation of the article, proposing to sup- 
ply the entire quantity annually required for the use of the navy for the term 
of five years. Under the authority vested in the department by the resolu- 
tion, had there been no objection to the legality of the bids themselves, it 
would have declined entering into contracts for the supply necessary for the 
next five years; as the result of such contract, if made, would have been to 
create an absolute monopoly in the hands of a single individual, or of an as- 
sociation, of the entire supply of water-rotted hemp for the navy, to the ex- 
clusion of farmers and growers, for whose benefit the resojution was obviously 
intended. The department is convinced that the object contemplated by the 
resolution cannot be attained under the existing provisions. Such alterations 
and limitations should be made as will prevent a monopoly, and which will 
secure the supply of hemp for the navy to those actually engaged in its growth 
and preparation. 

The opinion is entertained that if the government will make known its 
willingness and determination to purchase American water-rotted hemp alone, 
if it can be procured at a price not exceeding the average price paid for the 
last five years for foreign hemp, that quantities adequate to the wants of the 
navy, and of a quality greatly superior to the foreign hemp, would be prepared 
and offered by the farmers of the West at such points as would suit the con- 
venience of the government. 

The encouragement designed by the resolution was intended to reach the 
agricultural interest, and, by a regular and constant demand for all that may 
be required for the navy, afford the opportunity for fair experiment in the pre- 
paration at home of an article essential to the protection and prosperity of the 
country. 

The buildings in connexion with the ropewalk at Memphis will shortly be 
completed. A steam-engine and all other machinery required for the manu- 
facture of cordage has been contracted for; the machinegy is already com- 
pleted, the steam-engine is in a state of forwardness. The ropewalk and 
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machinery will be ready to commence operations for the manufacture of cord- 
age by the end of the month of June, 1850. 

The plan proposed will greatly promote the objects intended by Congress 
as well as the interest and convenience of those engaged in the preparation of 
hemp. The extensive manufacture of cordage at Memphis will render it 
necessary that considerable quantities of hemp should be delivered at that 
point. It can be reached with facility and cheapness by the farmers them- 
selves, who will attend the inspection and delivery. 

Under the direction of the bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography a series of 
experiments in gunnery have been in progress during the past summer at the 
navy yard in Washington; they have proved eminently successful in their re- 
sults, and are of great importance to the service. A system has been pre- 
pared for regulating the inspection, proof, and preservation of ordnance and 
ordnance stores, and of instruction in all matters relating to gunnery and its 
practice afloat. 

The observations, calculations, and experiments at the observatory, the pre- 
paration of maps and charts, the rating and regulating of chronometers, have 
been zealously continued. The urgent demands which are constantly ad- 
dressed to the superintendent for scientific information, for charts and sailing 
instructions, evince the increasing confidence every where felt by our com- 
mercial community in the skill, accuracy, and science with which the obser- 
vatory is conducted, 

A joint commission of engineer and navy officers was organized in Novem- 
ber, 1848, for the purpose of making an examination of the coast of the United 
States lying on the Pacific ocean, with reference to points of defence and oc- 
cupation, to security and accommodation of trade and commerce, and for 
naval and military purposes. The board left the United States during the 
last winter and arrived in California in April. The insufficiency and in- 
adequacy of the means at the disposal of the board, and the unsettled state 
of the country, have entirely prevented the prosecution of the examination, 
and no report has been made on the various important subjeets committed to 
its charge. I regret that it has not been in the power of this board to furnish 
accurate information as to the most eligible point for the location of a naval 
depot and establishment. The condition of our public ships (as well as of 
our numerous merchant ships engaged in a rapidly extending and lucrative 
commerce in the Pacific ocean, its remoteness from the Atlantic cities, and 
the long and perilous voyage around Cape Horn) renders some adequate and 
proper means for their repair on the coast of California absolutely necessary. 
Whenever the condition of that country and the prices of labour will justily 
the undertaking, the establishing of a navy yard, and the construction of a 
dock or marine railway for the refitting and repair of our vessels, are earnestly 
recommended, 

The accounts authorized to be settled under the act of 3d March, 1849, and 
under the joint resolution of the same date for the relief of pursers in the 
navy, have all been presented and received the necessary action of this de- 
partment, except those of pursers who have not yet returned to the United 
Yates. 

In execution of the 3d section of the act of 3d of August, 1848, for the con. 
struction of floating dry-docks, basins, and railways, at the navy yards at 
Kittery, Philadelphia, and Pensacola, contracts were entered into by the de- 
partment with Messrs. Gilbert and Secor and Messrs. Dakin and Moody. The 
contractors have commenced their operations, and have so far advanced with 
the works as to furnish evidence of their ability to complete their contracts 
within the specified periods. The time for the completion of the work at 
Kittery will expire before the termination of the next fiscal year. In order 
that the department may be enabled to meet its engagements under this con- 
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tract, it will be necessary that the entire amount estimated to complete the 
dock, &c., viz. $300,000, should be appropriated. ‘The time for the comple- 
tion of the dock at Philadelphia also terminates during the next fiscal year, 
and an appropriation of the sum of $371,242 is asked for to discharge our ob. 
ligations to the contractors. The dock at Pensacola has been commeuced, 
and considerable progress has been made in its construction. By the terms 
of the contract, the work is to be completed by the Ist of May, 1851. The 
amount which will be due upon its completion is $414,320, and an appropria- 
tion for that amount is also asked. 

The 8th section of the act of March 3d, 1849, repeals “the Jaw authorizing 
the appointment of prize agents,” and provides that all money remaining in 
the hands of prize agents and all proceeds of prizes hereafter accruing shal! 
be deposited in the treasury, to be distributed under the direction of the secre- 
tary of the navy. In conformity with this act the individuals who were 
acting as prize agents were called upon to deposite in the treasury the prize 
money remaining in their hands. These directions have been general! y com- 
plied with by officers of the navy acting as prize agents. In one or two cases 
private citizens, who had been appointed prize agents, refused to make the 
required deposite, upon the ground that, as they held powers of attorney to 
receive shares of prize money, and had actually received the amounts due 
from the proper officer of the prize court, they were not legally accountable 
for the funds in their hands, except to their constitnents, or to the courts in 
which the awards were made. The amounts which have been deposited are 
now in course of distribution by the fourth auditor of the treasury, under the 
direction of this department. 

There have been no acts of Congress authorizing the appointment, or regu- 
lating the duties or compensation of prize agents. The act for the better go- 
vernment of the navy, approved April 23, 1800, provides for the apportion- 
ment of prize money, and recognises the office of prize agents. An act ap- 
proved April 16, 1816, directs that the shares of prizes belonging to the cap- 
tors shall be paid to the parties entitled, or to their authorized agent or agents, 
upon the order of the proper court in term, or of the judge or judges in vaca- 
tion. A special act of Congress of March 3, 1823, directs that certain prize 
agents who should not account for prize moueys Which had been intrusted to 
them should “not receive from the treasury of the United States any salary 
or compensation” to which they may have been entitled. The right of ap- 
pointing prize agents does not appear to have been considered as vesied by 
any general law or usage in the navy department, but in the captors, subject 
to the recognition of the prize courts; and their compensation has been de- 
rived from a commission or per centage (not regulated by law) upon the 
amount to be distributed, which commission was deducted by them before 
payment of the shares. With regard to the prize agents appointed during the 
recent war with Mexico, it appears that the department expressly disclaimed 
any control over them, and it is not known that any bonds were required cf 
them by the captors or prize courts for the faithful discharge of their duties. 
The consequence of the absence of well-understood legal provisions on this 
subject, has been that the department has experienced some difficulty in ob- 
taining full and accurate information as to the disposition of the proceeds of 

rizes, and the returns which were required from the prize agents are still 
imperfect. Under the new law, however, no such difficulty need hereafter 
occur in ascertaining and protecting the rights of seamen, and of the govern- 
ment. The captures made at sea during the recent war were few in number, 
and of inconsiderable value, consisting chiefly of small coasting vessels. 

A revision and republication of the various laws passed for the government 
of the navy and of the general orders of thisdepartmeut urgently demand at- 
tention. The laws have been passed at various times, and the genera! orders 





1849. | | Documents. 549 


of the department, which constitute the larger portion of the rules and regu- 
Jations for the government of the navy, have been promulgated at different 
periods, and exist in a detached and undigested form. A proper revision 
of them and an accurate and concise digest is much needed. Measures will 
be taken at the earliest moment to effect this object, by means of a board of 
intelligent and experienced officers. 

Attention is most respectfully asked to our interest in the Pacific ocean and 
to the increasing obligations the government is under to protect and cherish 
it. The principle has become a settled one in the American mind, that the 
government is bound to afford at all times its countenance and aid to every 
citizen, wherever he may be, in the prosecution of the Jawful and honourable 
enterprise of commerce or of trade. To do less is to fall short of the objects 
and the ends for which it was created. As within the limits of our jurisdic- 
tion at home, the obligation is imperative to extend the protection of our laws 
and the means necessary to enforce them to every citizen, so beyond that 
jurisdiction the obligation is equaJly strong to afford him that protection to 
a by the laws of nations and the principles of justice, he is entitled 
abroad. 

Within a short period, we have added an extent of sea-coast to our posses- 
sions of more than nine hundred miles, embracing many good and one of the 
best harbors in the world, possessing immense mineral wealth, attracting to 
its shores the inhabitants of all nations, and inviting to it the commerce 
and trade of every climate. Crowds of emigrants are daily arriving and be- 
coming American citizens; large numbers of our own citizens, closely con- 
nected with us in every relation of life, have gone thither, and will doubtless 
shortly constitute an important portion of our republic. From their remote- 
ness and the difficulty of access, except by sea, their safety and prosperity 
depend mainly on the protection of our naval power. The trade of the Pa- 
cific is now the great commercial prize for which the world is contending. 
The competition is one in which our country is engaged against all others. 
The trade of China and the Pacific ocean, from the natural advantages which 
we possess, if properly fostered by the government, will be easily appropriated 
to ourselves in a fair and generous competition. Activity and energy will 
make it what it ought to be—an American commeice and an American trade. 
A steam navy is necessary to maintain our rights, and to afford the protection to 
our commerce required in this competition. While a just regard to the rights 
of all, to the present condition and pecuniary resources of our country, do not 
authorize unreasonable expenditures for the maintenance of the navy, our 
safety, honour and interest, wholly forbid a penurious restriction of the means 
necessary for its proper, uniform, and judicious increase. 

By an act of Congress approved March 3d, 1847, an appropriation was made 
for building and equipping four first-class sea-going steamships, which are 
now in progress of completion. I have given directions for their early prepa- 
ration and outfit. The Saranac will shortly be ready for sea; the San Jacinto 
will be ready for service in the spring ; the other two will be completed during 
the ensuing summer. The amount heretofore appropriated, it is believed, 
will be adequate to complete them. They will add greatly to the force, to 
the efficiency, and to the usefulness of our navy; and I respectfully submit to 
Congress the propriety of further appropriations for such additions to our steam 
force as may be deemed proper. 

As a measure of deep interest to the prosperity of the navy, I ask attention 
to its present organization. The numbers of officers in the higher grades are 
greater than are required, either for the vessels now in commission, for the 
number of men authorized by Congress to be employed, or for any increase 
of force afloat which may reasonably be expected. The numbers in the re- 
spective grades are disproportioned to each other. Its present organization 
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retards promotion. Age, infirmity, and want of employment have disquali- 
fied many for the performance of active professional duties. These evils are 
fi and acknowledged by all who have a just regard for the prosperity and 
honour of the service, 

The difficulty lies in suggesting a remedy, which, while it will relieve the 
— from unnecessary burdens and at the same time operate justly and 
liberally on those who have devoted large portions of their lives to the service, 
will afford regular and constant occupation to those who are retained, increase 
their energy and activity, and hold out to all the indispensable stimulus to 
honourable ambition, the prospect of promotion at a period of life when each 
is best qualified to discharge the duties required of him. Whatever may be 
the extent of our naval force, or the number of officers retained in the service, 
the largest proportion possible of the officers should be kept in active profes- 
sional employment, to acquire and ensure the requisite experience and pro- 
fessional skill which will render them efficient for command when an emer- 
gency may arise, and to make them really and truly the nucleus capable of 
any and every expansion which the future exigencies of the country may re- 

uire. 
- As the only practicable means of accomplishing these results, I recommend 
to Congress a reduction of the numbers in the various grades of officers to that 
point which will secure a sufficient number in each for such a naval force as 
Congress ney determine is necessary and proper, and that provision be made 
for a retired list for such officers as are disqualified for active service, on such 
terms and with such pay as may be thought liberal and just. 

Should Congress deem it proper to adopt such a system, it is believed a plan 
can be prepared which will meet the approbation of a large proportion of the 
officers themselves, and which will greatly reduce the expenditure of our naval 
establishment. 

I respectfully invite attention to the naval school at Annapolis. During the 
last year it has been under the superintendence of Commander Upshur, who 
has devoted himself with zeal to the discharge of his duties. Experience had 
disclosed many defects in its organization and suggested many improvements 
which might be readily effected without materially increasing the expendi- 
ture for the institution. In the month of October a board of officers was di- 
rected to revise and amend the regulations with a view to re-organize the 
school, conforming it, as nearly as the two branches of the service would per- 
mit, to the West Point Academy. The board discharged the duty in a man- 
ner highly acceptable and satisfactory to the department, and the hope is 
entertained that, under the system thus provided, the future discipline, in- 
struction, and management of the school will be promoted and advanced, and 
its beneficial influence on the efficiency and paeloaiie of the service greatly 
increased. In the education, discipline, and professional experience of a corps 
of officers, can we alone evince a just and proper appreciation of the maxim 
that we should “in time of peace prepare for war.”’ 

Under the authority given by the 9th section of the act of August 3d, 1848, 
transfers have been made from certain heads of appropriation to those which 
were deficient, amounting to $747,533 30, most of which must be restored to 
the heads from which the transfers were made, to effect which a special ac- 
count of the moneys transferred will be laid before Congress, and an appro- 
priation will be asked to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the naval 
service for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1850. 

I have the honour to submit herewith the reports from the several] bureaus 
of this department, together with the estimates for the naval service and for 
other objects placed under the control of the department for the fiscal year 
ending on the 30th of June, 1851; the gross amount of which is $9,203,356 15, 
from which should be deducted the sums for special objects, namely: 
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For transportation of the mail, $874.600 00 
For dry dock at New York, 180,000 00 
For floating docks, - 1,085.562 00 
For improvement of navy yards, 845,966 00 
For nautica] almanac, - 12.850 00 


Amounting to the sum of - . - - $2,998,978 00 
And leaving for one year’s expense of the naval service 
the sum of . - - . - $6,204,378 15 


The total amount drawn from the treasury during the fiscal year ending the 
30th of June, 1849, as shown by the statement of appropriations for the naval 
service prepared by the second comptroller of the treasury, is $13,167,966 86; 
from which deduct re-payments $2,269,623 99, and the sum of $10,898,342 87 
is shown as the expense of the navy and marine corps, and including all ob- 
jects placed under the contro] of the navy department for that year. 

The unexpended balance in the treasury of the appropriations for the naval 
service and marine corps on the 30th of June, 1849, was $2,039,798 13, all of 
which will be required to meet the outstanding obligations due from the ap- 
propriations made for that year. 

The value of stores and materials on hand at navy yards for naval purposes, 
exclusive of ships building, in ordinary, undergoing repairs and in commis- 
sion, navy yards and other public lands required for purposes of the navy, 
with their improvements, is $9,853,921 27. 

The report of the commandant of the marine corps, together with the esti- 
mates for its support duriug the fiscal year 1850 and 1851, are also submitted 
herewith. An increased appropriation is asked for to meet the pay of twelve 
officers of that corps who had been dropped at the termination of the war with 
Mexico, and who were re-appointed by the President under the authority of 
an act in their behalf passed at the last session of Congress, and to provide 
the estimated amount of $30,000 to pay the three months’ extra pay to the 
non-commissioned officers, privates, and musicians of the corps, who served 
with the army ia the war with Mexico. Two battalions of this corps, under 
the separate commands of Lieut. Col. Watson and Major Harris, were detached 
from the navy and transferred to the army to serve with it under the com- 
mand of Major-General Scott. The portion thus detached was clearly within 
the provisions of the joint resolution of Congress passed on the 10th of August, 
1848. Another portion of the corps, attached to and employed in those ves- 
sels of the United States despatched to the coast of Mexico to aid in subduing 
the cities and forts of the enemy and in conquering the couutry, preseuted 
their claims and asserted their right to the bounty land and extra pay pro- 
vided by that resolution. The payment of these demands having been re- 
fused, and doubts existing as to the true construction of the Jaw, I thought 
proper to refer the question to the attorney-general. In answer to my inquiry, 
he has expressed the opinion that the entire portion of the corps, whether 
serving on Jand or on board shipon the Mexican coast in the war with Mexico, 
is to be considered within the true meaning of the resolution of the 10th of 
August. 1848, as having “served with the army in the war with Mexico,” and 
entitled to the bounty land and other remuneration therein provided. 

No adequate provision has heretofore been made for the discharge of these 
claims, and an estimate has therefore been prepared. 

I have the honour to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


To the Presipent. WM. BALLARD PRESTON. 
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REPORT OF SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
DepaRTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, December 3, 1849. 


Sir: The act to establish the department of the interior was passed at the 
close of the last session of Congress, when the attention of that body was oc- 
cupied by a large accumulation of public business, in consequence of which 
it was left, in some respects, imperfect. The department is named in the 
title “A Home Department,” but the body of the act provides that it shall be 
called “ The Department of the Interior.” The title of the act, being the part 
Jast adopted in the process of enactment, is believed to express the intention 
of Congress as to the name, but the language of the act itself being impera- 
tive, I felt constrained to conform to it in the adoption of a seal, and in all 
other official acts. 

Important duties, requiring much clerical labour, were transferred from the 
President, and from the state, the treasury, and the war departments, to the 
department of the interior. The act provides for the appointment of a secre- 
tary and a chief clerk, but directs the employment of no other clerks, except 
in the provision, ‘‘ That the President of the United States, on the recommen- 
dation of the said secretary of the interior, may transfer from the treasury de- 
partment proper to the department of the interior such clerks in the office of 
the secretary of the treasury as perform the duties over which the supervision 
and control are given by this act to the secretary of the interior.” 

It was, however, ascertained, on careful examination, that there was no 
clerk who could be transferred, by virtue of this provision ; for, although some 
part of the duties of several clerks, employed in the office of the secretary of 
the treasury, was transferred to this department, yet there was not a transfer 
of all, or even the principal part, of the duties of any one clerk. Therefore, 
on taking charge of the new department, I found that there were onerous du- 
ties, running into much detail, enjoined by law to be performed, and no means 
provided to enable me to perform them. A great proportion was current bu- 
siness, which required attention from day to day, and would not bear post- 

nement. Pressed, therefore, by the necessities of the — service, | felt 
it incumbent on me to employ such clerical aid as would enable me to orga- 
nize the department, open its books, and keep up the current business, until 
Congress should make permanent provision for the full and regular discharge 
of all its duties. For this temporary purpose, I took from the general land 
office two clerks, from the Indian office one, from the pension office one ; and, 
in addition thereto, employed five—three of them at agreed salaries of eigh- 
teen hundred, fourteen hundred, and twelve hundred dollars respectively, 
subject to the approval of Congress; the other two at the usual per diem 
wages. There will be needed, asa permanent force in the department proper, 
ten clerks, whose compensation in the aggregate is estimated at fourteen thou- 
sand two hundred dollars. 

In addition to his various administrative duties, there are referred to the 
head of this department from the pension office, the general land office, and 
the office of Indian affairs, many cases for judicial decision, involving the exa- 
mination of evidence, and the determination of questions of law. The deci- 
sion of these cases, many of them of great magnitude and importance, require 
all the time, care, and research which are due to the safe and proper exercise 
of judicial functions. For many years there was a solicitor pertaining to the 
general land office, whose office was abolished in 1842. But since that time 
the acts of Congress giving bounty lands to soldiers who served in the Mexi- 
can war, have greatly increased the number of Jegal questions arising in that 
bureau, while those from the pension office, under the same acts and other 
laws conferring pensions and military bounties, are very numerous and often 
difficult. The number of private land claims, and questions arising out of our 
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Indian intercourse, wil] be also greatly increased by the extensiou of our set- 
tlements to Oregon and the accession of California and New Mexico. From 
all these sources will arise an amount of judicial duty sufficient to require the 
undivided time and attention of an able law officer, and which cannot be 
promptly and well discharged by the head of a department engaged in his 
daily administrative duties. In my opinion, therefore, the public service 
would be promoted by the creation of the office of solicitor of the department 
of the interior, which officer should be charged with the examination and de- 
cision of these various cases and claims. 

The act establishing the department of the interior was passed so immediately 
before the adjournment of Congress that no provision was or could be embodied 
in the general appropriation act for its support. In the law by which it is esta- 
blished there is a provision directing that a portion of the contingent fund of the 
office of the secretary of the treasury should be transferred to the office of the 
secretary of the interior. Under this provision the sum of four thousand dollars 
has been so transferred, leaving an estimated deficit to cover expenses incurred, 
and which must be incurred in said office, in the past and present fiscal years, of 
thirty-four thousand seven hundred and thirty-seven dollars and sixty-eight cents, 
for which an early appropriation will be desirable. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
In applying the appropriation for the painting and repairs of the capitol, it be- 
came necessary to examine with care the condition of the walls, and to remove 
such portions of the stone as were crumbling or falling off in scales, that the coat 
of paint might be laid upon a sound and solid surface. On this examination it 
was found that many of the stones, especially those near the base of the building, 
were disintegrated at the surface, and some were so much and so deeply affected 
that it was necessary to remove them. The capitol is a massive building, its 
walls are thick, and maintain a certain equality of temperature, changing slowly 
with the changes in the temperature of the air. In a change from cold to warm, 
the walls remain for a time cold, and there is condensed upon them a portion of 
the moisture of the atmosphere, as upon a pitcher containing ice water in a sultry 
day. The stone being very porous, readily absorbs the moisture, and the natural 
cement which seems to be slowly soluble in water, is dissolved or otherwise 
loses its adhesive power, and the stone crumbles to sand. A thick coat of paint, 
earefully applied from time to time, has been resorted to to preserve, and no 
doubt tends to preserve the building; but unless some other and more permanent 
protection be resorted to, it is destined to early dilapidation. If left wholly un- 
protected from atmospheric action for one-fifth of the time that marble structures 
are known to have stood, this noble edifice would become a mound of sand. 
The treasury building and the present patent office building are of the same 
material, and, having been in no manner protected, already show signs of decay. 
The cornice of the treasury building, which exposes a heavy mass of stone to 
atmospheric action, begins to be moss-grown; and pieces of the moulding of the 
patent office building have crumbled and fallen. Besides its tendency to disin- 
tegration on exposure, the stone in its best condition is weak, offering little more 
resistance to a crushing foree than common brick. These buildings cannot, with 
all possible care, be long preserved by the means at present adopted. Butif the 
stone, as it stands in the walls, could be rendered permanently and absolutely 
impermeable to moisture, the principal difficulty would be removed ; and this may 
perhaps be done by some means known to the arts, or which may be discovered by 
experiment. For this purpose I would recommend that specimens of the stone 
be carefully analyzed, and that a series of experiments be tried, with a view of 
finding some chemical agent, the application of which will prevent its absorption 
of moisture, and thus strengthen and render it durable. 
In consequence of the detective quality of this stone, and of reports from com- 
mittees of Congress in 1837 and 1839 condemning it, I thought proper to direct 
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that the wings of the Patent Office building should be constructed of a different 
material. After full consideration, a white marble, from a quarry in Baltimore 
county, Maryland, was selected. It is a strong stone, resisting about three 
times as great a crushing force as the sandstone of the front building. All the 
practicable tests which were applied show it to be durable. It is a material of 
great beauty, and it will be easier to make the front building correspond with it 
in colour, than with the gray gneiss, or any other strong and durable stone of 
mixed or varied colours, which could be readily procured. The work on the 
eastern wing is considerably advanced. Something has been done on the foun- 
dation of the western wing; but the whole appropriation has been expended, 
and it is important to the progress of the work that a further appropriation for 
its continuance be made at an early day. 

In order to make room for the foundation of the eastern wing, it became ne- 
cessary to remove a part of the conservatory in which is kept the rich collection 
of tropical plants that were selected and preserved with so much skill and care by 
Capt. Wilkes and the scientific gentlemen who accompanied him on the ex- 
ploring expedition. The appropriation which could be applied to that object 
being insufficient to erect a new building adapted to the purpose of their perma- 
nent preservation, it was thought best to remove that part of the structure which 
interfered with the foundation of the Patent Office, and rebuild it in a cheap 
manner, so as to preserve the plants until Congress might fix upon a spot on 
which a permanent building should be constructed, and select adjacent grounds 
for the cultivation of the hardier plants of the collection. 

Something has been done within the present season towards enclosing and 
protecting the waste and neglected portions of the public grounds; but, owing to 
the limited appropriation for that object, but little in planting or adorning them. 
And in carefully looking over the best planted portions of the grounds, near the 
President’s mansion, and about the capitol, it cannot but be observed how mea- 
ger is the collection of trees and shrubs, both native and exotic. In planting 
the newly enclosed grounds, this defect ought to be remedied, at least as to 
those of our native forests, of which many varieties, and some of them the most 
beautiful and the best fitted for plantations and lawns, have been wholly ne- 
glected. A rich variety of exotics, though desirable, is of less importance, as 
there are within the temperate zone on the eastern continent but few trees or 
shrubs which have not their congeneric on this, of at least equal luxuriance and 
beanty. 

Should Congress think fit, at an early day, to make the requisite appropria- 
tion, considerable progress may be made in the coming season in collecting 
o— varieties of forest trees and shrubs, and planting and improving the 

rounds, 
. The report of the Commissioner of Public Buildings will show the expendi- 
tures already made on the various improvements under his care, and also in the 
work thus far done on the wings of the Patent Office building, together with an 
estimate of deficiencies for the present, and necessary appropriations for the 
next fiscal year. 
PATENT OFFICE. 

The Patent Office, which marks the progress and collects the results of the 
inventive genius of the American people, is an object of increasing interest and 
importance. The skilful and ready application of the accumulated stores of hu- 
man knowledge, especially the natural sciences, to the wants and purposes of 
man, is a distinguishing characteristic of the present age. Not but that the dis- 
coveries of science are pressed as vigorously and with as great intellectual 
power in this as in the past, but the present is especially marked by the practi- 
cal application of every thing known, and which becomes known, to the daily 
wants and uses and purposes of life. 

In this noble struggle for the earliest attainment of the useful in the arts, this 
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pressing forward to the amelioration of the condition of man, the increasing of 
his comforts and lessening his toils by the application of science to the improve- 
ment of his industrial pursuits, that country will be foremost in which enlight- 
ened mind is most generally and most immediately brought into contact with 
operative labour. - 

It is in that fortunate concurrence of pursuits, where the hours of labour in 
the workshop are made to alternate with those of study and research, that there 
are cultivated and matured minds like those of Franklin, Rittenhouse, Watt, 
and Davy, rich in inductive science, and ready in its application to all that is 
useful or ennobling. Many of the best and ripest minds of our own country 
belong to this class of operative students, and have long been and are still de- 
voting themselves with signal success to scientific discoveries and mechanical 
improvements and inventions. 

There is, as a matter of course, among the inventions of the day, mixed with 
the well-directed and the useful, much that is wild and visionary, and therefore 
abortive ; and sometimes, perhaps, the vague and, for the present, useless fore- 
shadowing of important future discoveries. But the aggregate value of the la- 
bour and study of the class of inventors is beyond all estimate. They have 
proved themselves benefactors to their country, and are entitled to the especial 
consideration and care of the government. The report of the Commissioner of 
Patents, which wil! be presented at an early day, will show a large surplus fund 
accumulated from their contributions, a part of which was appropriated at the 
last session of Congress “towards the erection of the wings of the Patent Office 
building.” No part of this addition is considered necessary for the use of that 
office. Instead of thus directing this fund to a general purpose of the govern- 
ment, it would seem but just to apply it as the commissioner recommends, or in 
some other manner, that the wisdom of Congress may suggest, for the encou- 
ragement of the inventive arts and the reward of successful inventors. 

AGRICULTURAL BUR<AU, 

The agricultural interest stands first in importance in our country, and embo- 
dies within itself the principal clements of our national wealth and power; and 
it should be with us as it has been and is with all other prosperous civilized na- 
tions, a leading object of public care and patronage. ‘I'he principal nations of 
Europe have their agricultural boards, known by various names, under the direc- 
tion of men of high scientific attainments, supported out of the revenues, and con- 
nected with the administration of the government; and, to borrow the language 
of the Father of his country in his last annual message: “This species of esta- 
blishment contributes doubly to the increase of improvement, by stimulating to 
enterprise and experiment, and by drawing to a common centre the results every 
where of individual skill and observation, and spreading them thence over the 
whole nation. Experience accordingly has shown that they are very cheap in- 
struments of immense national benefit.” 

No direct aid has been extended by our government to agriculture, except by 
the yearly collection and publication, through the Patent Office, of some agricul- 
tural experiments and statistics, and recently the analysis of some soils and ve- 
getable productions. ‘The means thus applied, though useful in their results, are 
wholly inadequate. 

To meet the great object fully, and give to this leading branch of American in- 
dustry the aid which it so well merits, I respectfully suggest the establishment 
of an Agricultural Bureau, connected with this department, but separated from 
the Patent Office. ‘The expense would be small compared with the end to be ac- 
complished. 

If this suggestion should meet with the approbation of Congress, and the or- 
ganization of the bureau become a subject of consideration, much aid may be de- 
rived from consulting the systems adopted by France and Belgium, both of which 
have done much towards the advancement of agriculture as ascience. Belgium, 
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it is believed, has the best organized agricultural department, and, partly owing 
to this, partly to the natural fertility of its soil, the best cultivated and most 
highly productive country in Europe. 


PENSION OFFICE. 


The amount of business in the Pension Bureau is large. The number of in- 
valid pensioners has increased during the last year nine hundred and eighty-nine. 
The whole number now on the list is four thousand one hundred and fifteen. 


The amount of claims for bounty land warrants filed prior to the 5th of 
November last was about : . ‘ ° ‘ 83,000 

Of these there have been suspended or rejected about 9,000. 

The number which remain to be filed may be estimated at 20,000 


Making an aggregate of . . : . 103,000 
PUBLIC LANDS. 


It will be seen by the report of the commissioner of the General Land Office, 
that the surveys of public lands have been pressed forward with diligence and 
energy, so as to bring new and good lands into market sufficient to supply the 
wants of emigration. 


The quantity sold for cash in the first three quarters of the year 
1848 was. . . . : . 1,448,240.51 aeres. 
In the first three quarters of 1849, : : 887,206.40 “ 


Showing a diminution of . . ; ; 
The amount located by bounty warrants in the first three quar- 
ters of 1848 . ‘ . . . . 1,525,200 acres, 


561,034.11 “ 


In the first three quarters of 1849, : . . 2,496,560 “ 


Showing an increase of ° . . : 
And making together an aggregate increase over the sales and 
locations of the first three quarters of the preceding year of 410,325.89 acres. 


971,360 “ 


This small advance in the aggregate of sales indicates very aceurately the gra- 
dual increase of agricultural migration. Our admirable land system, which was 
devised by the founders of the republic, and modified from time to time as expe- 
rience indicated changes, which would adapt it more perfectly to the wants of 
the people, has been thus far effectual, and will, while it is preserved, be effec- 
tual in preventing alike large monopolies of land and speculations injurious to 
those who purchase for cultivation. The capitalist cannot purchase up the na- 
tional domain, and while the United States continues to be a vender in the mar- 
ket, prices are necessarily kept down to her minimum. Hence land is now sel- 
dom purchased on specalation, and even those who hold the bounty land warrants 
for sale do not find it profitable to locate them, for they are not thereby enhanced 
in value. Generally, the farmer who emigrates prefers to select his own farm 
out of a wider area of good land, rather than to take, at a little larger price, the 
selection of another. These warrants, therefore, add little to the annual sales of 
the public lands. The soldiers do not generally locate them; but they are used, 
where money would otherwise be used, as a means of payment. 


The claims for bounties, under the acts of February 11, 1847, and 10th 
August, 1848, as shown above, are, in round numbers. ° 83,000 

Estimated numbers yet to be filed . : . . : 20,000 
Making in the aggregate _ . 103,000 


Of these, 2,922 have been satisfied in money, and 70,390 have 
been allowed—to be satisfied in land—which will require 10,636,120 acres. 
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And should there be but 100,000 valid claims, as is estimated, 
then there will remain 26,688 unsatisfied claims, which, if 
settled in land, will require a further quantity of . 4,020,480 acres. 


14,656,600 “ 


Making inall . ‘ . ° , ° 
Prior to Ist of October last there had been located with these 
Mexican war warrants . , . ° , 5,025,400 “ 
Leaving yet to be located : : : : 9,631,200 “ 

The proportion of warrants used instead of purchase money in the ordinary 
sales will sew absorb them in the three next ensuing years, and sooner, 
if they take the place of cash generally in the current sales. Until the bounty 
warrants are exhausted, the receipts in cash from the sales of the public lands 
must be comparatively small. 

The attention of this department was early directed to the continuation of 
the geological exploration and surveys of the mineral lands in Michigan, 
Wisconsin, and Iowa. On the 12th of April, about the opening of the season 
for field operations, Dr. Charles T. Jackson, the principal geologist, who had 
conducted in person the survey of the mineral lands in Michigan, resigned 
his situation, and recommended the appointment of his two assistants, Mr. J. 
W. Foster and Mr. J. D. Whitney, Jr., to finish the work. In afew days, how- 
ever, he asked leave to withdraw his resignation. After looking into the pro- 
gress of the work, and considering the time which it had required for its exe- 
cution thus far, I was convinced that he could not, by any effort which it was 
reasonable to require of him, conduct the field work in person and prepare a 
report of what he had already done, and what was yet to be done, in time for 
it to be laid before Congress at their coming session. I therefore dispensed 
with his farther services in the field, and instructed him to finish his analysis 
of the minerals collected, and prepare a report of the work done by him in 
the two preceding years. This report has been recently received, and will 
accompany that of the commissioner of the general Jand office. It will be 
found to contain much historical information touching the early explorations 
of the country bordering on Lake Superior, with a full and able description 
of the geological relations and character of the rich deposites of native copper 
on Isle Royal and Keeweenaw point. 

The magnetic observations of Dr. Locke, one of the assistant geologists 
charged with that service by Dr. Jackson, will be regarded with peculiar in- 
terest. The magnetic energy which manifests itself at different points on the 
earth’s surface, by its action on the needle in different directions, and with 
different degrees of force, giving to it what are called its dip, its declination, 
and its intensity; the diurnal variationsof each of these, the variations of each 
of them in long periods of time, and the manner in which they are affected by 
meteorological and electrical phenomena, have for many years past been ob- 
jects of great interest to science, and of careful observation on almost every 
part of the earth’s surface accessible to civilized man. Our linear surveyors 
and our topographical corps, in their survey of Lake Superior, have found it 
necessary to observe the magnetic action so far only as regards the declina- 
tion of the needle, or its direction toward or variation from the true pole. The 
observations uf Dr. Locke, which accompany Dr. Jackson’s report, are there- 
fore all that we have in that region which regards the magnetic force in its 
various manifestations, and it is matter of regret that they could not have 
been longer continued and further extended. 

The residue of the field work of this district was intrusted to Messrs. Foster 
and Whitney, who have pressed it forward with much diligence and industry. 
Their report is not yet completed, but the synopsis and the geological maps 
which they have returned, and which will accompany the report of the com- 
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missioner of the genera] land office, are highly satisfactory to the department 
and creditable to themselves. Their maps designate by quarter sections the 
lands on which valuable mineral deposites are found, so that the agricultural 
lands within the mineral region can now be offered for sale pursuant to law. 

Dr. Owen, the geologist for Wisconsin and lowa, has furnished all the data 
necessary to enable the land office to bring into market the mineral lands of the 
Chippewa district in Wisconsin, and he has extended his exploration and survey 
over not only the northern parts of Iowa and Wisconsin, but Minesota also as 
far north as the United States boundary line, and west a short distance beyond 
the Red river of the north. His report, which is in course of preparation, will, it 
is believed, be not only a valuable contribution to science, but contain also the 
best information which we have of the agricultural capabilities and the mineral 
wealth of the extensive district of country which he has explored. A further 
appropriation will be necessary to enable him to complete the analysis of minerals 
which he has collected, and to prepare his report. 


PUBLIC LANDS IN OREGON, CALIFORNIA, AND NEW MEXICO. 

No provision has yet been made to extend the laws for the neg ° a of the 
public lands in the territories of Oregon, California, and New Mexico. The 
public interest would seem to require that this should be done at an early day. 
To carry it into effect the negotiation of treaties with the Indian tribes who claim 
title to the lands, the creation of the office of surveyor general in each of those 
territories, and the establishment of land offices in convenient districts, will be 
necessary, accompanied with the usual appropriations for surveys. 

Nothing beyond this, or out of the ordinary course of things, will be required, 
in providing for the disposition of the lands in Oregon, except the adjustment of 
a few titles of British subjects, provided for by the treaty of August 5th, 1846, 
which may be referred to the judges of the territory, and some generous provision 
for the early emigrants, in consideration of the hardships which they encountered 
in the first settlement of this distant and exposed frontier. 

New Mexico has long been settled, and portions of the land in that territory 
are held by titles granted by Spain, or by Mexico since her separation from the 
Spanish monarchy. It will be necessary to establish a judicial commission to 
examine and settle these titles, so far as they are subject to doubt or controversy. 
A large proportion of them is, it is believed, of ancient date and evidenced by 
long and uninterrupted occupancy. 

In California such commission will be more especially necessary. Many of 
the older grants in that territory, of considerable extent, have been resumed by the 
sovereign authority, and are now held under new grants, which require examina- 
tion. Many important and commanding points are claimed under very recent 
grants of a questionable character; and but a part of the public records were, at 
the time of our last advices, in the possession, or within the knowledge of the 
— authorities. There is, however, a large amount of land in this territory, 

eld b gp of unquestionable validity, and some of them, especially those 
granted for pasturage, are large, covering many square leagues in extent. A 
considerable amount also is held by inchoate titles, regular and fair in their in- 
ception, but which have not been perfected. These titles, where commenced in 
— faith, by concession from the Spanish or Mexican authorities, ought to be 
avourably regarded, especially if followed by possession. In no case should 
the occupant of the soil suffer injury, by the transfer of the sovereignty to the 
United States. This consideration has induced Congress to confirm inceptive 
grants, even where the conditions were not fulfilled, in all cases where it could 
reasonably be supposed that the government which made the grant would have 
waived or allowed further time for their performance. 

This liberal consideration ought not, however, to be extended to doubtful 
grants of positions on the bays, islands, and head Jands, which, when acquired, 





1849. ] Documents. 559 


were known to be necessary to the United States, as sites for forts, light-houses, 
or other objects of a national character. It is understood that, titles of some kind, 
generally not valid without the confirmation of Congress, have been procured, 
and are claimed, to some of these points, which, if confirmed to and made the 
property of individuals, must be purchased back at a very large price. The 
right of the United States to such sites, where valid, ought to be at once asserted; 
and every spot necessary to the use of the government should be selected and 
separated from the general mass of public lands, and reserved from sale, and 
from the operation of the pre-emption laws, as they shall be extended to that 
territory. 
MINERAL LANDS IN CALIFORNIA. 

It is understood that a few of the larger grants cover, to some extent, the mines 
of gold and quicksilver. 

By the laws of Spain these mines did not pass by a grant of the land, but re- 
mained in the crown, subject to be disposed of according to such ordinances and 
regulations as might be from time to time adopted. Any individual might enter 
upon the lands of another to search for ores of the precious metals, and, having 
discovered a mine, he might register, and thus acquire the right to work it on 
paying to the owner the damage done to the surface, and to the crown, whose 
property it was, a fifth or tenth, according to the quality of the mine. If the 
finder neglected to work, or worked it imperfectly, it might be denounced by any 
other person, whereby he would become entitled. 

This right to the mines of precious metals, which by the laws of Spain re- 
mained in the crown, is believed to have been also retained by Mexico while she 
was sovereign of the territory, and to have passed by her transfer to the United 
States. It is a right of the sovereign in the soil as perfect as if it had been ex- 
pressly reserved in the body of the grant; and it will rest with Congress to de- 
termine whether, in those cases where lands duly granted contain gold, this right 
shall be.asserted or relinquished. If relinquished, it will require an express law 
to effect the object; and if retained, legislation will be necessary to provide a 
mode by which it shall be exercised. For it is to be observed that the regula- 
tion permitting the acquisition of a right in the mines by registry or by denounce- 
ment was simply a mode of exercising by the sovereign the proprietary right 
which he had in the treasure as it lay in and was connected with the soil. 
Consequently, whenever that right was transferred by the transfer of the eminent 
domain, the mode adopted for its exercise ceased to be legal, for the same reason 
that the Spanish mode of disposing of the public lands in the first instance ceased 
to be rot after the transfer of the sovereignty. 

Thus it appears that the deposites of gold, wherever found in the territory, are 
the property of the United States. Those, however, which are known to exist 
upon the lands of individuals are of small comparative importance, by far the 
larger part being upon unclaimed public lands. Still our information respecting 
them is yet extremely limited; what we know in general is, that they are of great 
extent and extraordinary productiveness, even though rudely wrought. The 
gold is found sometimes in masses, the largest of which brought to the mint 
weighed eighty-nine ounces. ‘They are generally equal to the standard of our 
coin in purity, and their appearance that of metal forced into the fissures and 
cavities of the rocks in a state of fusion. Some, however, are flattened, ap- 
parently by pressure, and scratched as if by attrition on a rough surface. One 
small mass which was exhibited had about five parts in weight of gold to one of 
quartz, intimately blended, and both together bouldered, as to form a handsome 
rounded pebble, with a surface of about equal parts quartz and gold. A very 
large proportion of the gold, however, is obtained in small scales by washing the 
earth, which is dug up in the beds of the streams, or near their margin. A mass 
of the crude earth, as taken at random from a placer, was tested by the director 
of the United States mint at Philadelphia, and found to contain 2644 grains of 
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gold, being, in value, a fraction over $10, to 100 Ibs. of earth. It cannot, how- 
ever, be reasonably supposed that the average alluvial earth in the placers is so 
highly auriferous. 

o existing law puts it in the power of the Executive to regulate these 
mines, or protect them from intrusion. Hence, in addition to our owr citizens, 
thousands of persons, of all nations and languages, flock in and gatuer gold, 
which they carry away to enrich themselves, leaving the lands the less in 
value by what they have abstracted ; and they render for it no remuneration, 
direct or indirect, to the government or people of the United States. Our 
laws, so strict in the preservation of public property that they punish our 
own citizens for cutting timber upon the public lands, ought not to permit 
strangers, who are not and who never intend to become citizens, to enter at 
pleasure on these lands and take from them the gold which constitutes nearly 
all their value. 

Some legal provision is necessary for the protection and disposition of these 
mines, and it is a matter worthy of much consideration how they should 
be disposed of so as best to promote the public interest and encourage indi- 
vidual enterprise. In the division of these lands regard should be had to the 
convenience of working every part of them containing gold, whether in the 
alluvion merely or in the fixed rocks. And, that such division may be made 
in the best manner practicable to promote the general interest and increase 
the value of the whole, a geological and mineralogical exploration should be 
connected with the linear surveys, which should be made with the assist- 
ance and under the supervision of a skilful engineer of mines. 

The mining ordinanees of Spain provide a mode of laying out the mines 
which applies only to districts where veins of ore occur in the rocks, and 
where it is to be mined by following the metalliferous dike or stratum in the 
direction of its dip and along its line of strike. But the gold which is found 
in the alluvion in California is continuous over a great extent of country, and 
it may be wrought upon any lot having surface earth and access to water. 
This district may be, therefore, divided into small lots witha narrow front on the 
margin of the streams, and extending back in the form of a parallelogram. 
Where gold is found in the rocks in situ the lots to embrace it should be 
larger, and laid off according to the Spanish method with regard to dip and 
strike. But so various are the conditions under which the precious metals 
may be found, by a careful geological exploration, that the mode of laying 
off the ground cannot be afely anticipated, but must be left to the direction, 
on the spot, of a skilful engineer, whose services will be indispensable. 

The division, disposition, and management of these mines will require 
much detail; but, if placed on a proper footing, they may be made a source 
of considerable revenue. It. is due to the nation at large that this rich de- 
posite of mineral wealth should be made productive, so as to meet, in pro- 
cess of time, the heavy expense incurred in its acquisition. It is also due 
to those who become the lessees or purchasers of the mines that they should 
be furnished by the government with such scientific aid and directions as may 
enable them to conduct their operations, not only to the advantage of the 
treasury, but also with convenience and profit to themselves, This scientific 
aid cannot be procured by individuals, as our people have little experience 
in mining, and there is not in the United States a school of mines, or any in 
which mining is taught as a separate science. 

If the United States sell the mineral lands for cash, and transfer at once 
all title to the gold which they contain, but a very small part of their value 
will probably be realized. It would be better, in my opinion, to transfer them 
by sale or lease, reserving a part of the gold collected as rent or seignorage. 

After mature reflection, I am satisfied that a mint at some convenient point 
will be advantageous to the miner, and the best medium for the collection 
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and transmission of the gold reserved. Gamboa, a Spanish author of much 
science and practical observation, and at one time president of the Royal 
Academy of Mexico, strongly recommended the establishment of a mint in 
their principal mining district, as a means of collecting and transmitting the 
rents reserved by the crown, and especially to give a legitimate currency to 
the miners, that they might not be compelled, from necessity, to barter their 
bullion, in violation of law. The same reasons would apply here with equal 
force. 

When the land is properly divided, it will, in my opinion, be best to dispose 
of it, whether by lease or sale, so as to create an estate to be held only on 
condition that the gold collected from the mine shall be delivered into the 
custody of an officer of the branch mint. Out of the gold so deposited there 
should be retained, for rent and assay, or coinage, a fixed per cent., such as 
may be deemed reasonable, and the residue passed to the credit of the miner, 
an 4g to him at his option in coin or stamped bullion, or its value in drafts 
on the treasury or mint of the United States. The gold in the mine, and 
after it is gathered until brought into the mint, should be and remain the 
property of the United States. The barter, sale, gift, or exportation of any por- 
tion of it before it shall have been delivered at the mint, and so coined, or 
assayed and stamped, or its concealment with intent to avoid the payment of 
rent or seignorage, should involve a forfeiture of the gold itself, and also of the 
mine. The terms of lease or sale should be favourable to the miner, and the 
law should be stringent to enforce the payment of seignorage and rents. 

So far as the surface deposites extend, I am of opinion that leases will, for yet 
a further reason, be preferable to sales of the lands. If sold, they will pass at 
once into the hands of large capitalists; if leased, industrious men without 
capital may become the proprietors, as they can work the mines and pay the 
rent out of the proceeds. But where gold is found in the rocks in place the 
case is different. These must necessarily fall at once into the hands of large 
capitalists or joint stock companies, as they cannot be wrought without a 
heavy investment. 

Some persons, whose opinions are entitled to much weight, apprehend difficulty 
in collecting the rents, if the mode of disposition which I suggest be adopted ; 
but this, I think, is without a full consideration of the condition of the country 
and the means of enforcement. Gold, unless coined or stamped at the mint, 
could not circulate in California against a legal provision, and subject to a penalty 
such as is suggested. It could not be carried across the continent without risk 
of loss or detection, which would make the value of insurance equal to the rent. 
In any other direction it must pass the ports of California, and be there liable to 
detection. 

Since the discovery of the mines, gold in California has not ranged higher 
than $16 per onnce; its actual value is a fraction over $18. The difference be- 
tween its true value and the highest price at which it has sold, or would pro- 
bably ever sell, except to houses transacting an open, regular, and legal business, 
is therefore one ninth, being more than half the amount that ought to be reserved 
as rent or seignorage. 

If the penalty suggested above should be provided for an attempted evasion, 
and the ordinary advantages given to the officer or other person who should de- 
tect the fraud, as in case of smuggling, it would not be the interest of any one 
to become a dealer in the prohibited article at a small profit and great risk; nor 
would the miner risk a sale at a small advance of price, to be obtained at the ha- 
zard of a heavy forfeiture. The absolute security of the lawful business, the 
safety of the fund when deposited in the treasury of the United States, and the 
small profit and great risk of attempted frauds, would be reasonable security 
against them. 

The property of the United States in the mines of quicksilver, derived from 
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Spain through Mexico, with the eminent domain, is, as I have shown, the same 
as that to the gold, already considered. Indeed. the laws of Spain asserted more 
sternly, and guarded more strictly the rights of the crown to that metal than to 
gold and silver. This arose from the scarcity of quicksilver, it being found in 
sufficient quantities to be worth mining in but few known places on the globe: 
while its necessary use, in separating silver from its matrix, makes it an essential! 
ingredient in silver mining operations. 

The deposite of quicksilver, known to exist in California, is a sulphuret of 
mercury, or native cinnabar, The stratum of mineral, several feet in thickness, 
has been traced for a considerable distance along its line of strike. The speci- 
mens assayed at the mint range from 15.5 to 33.35 per cent. of metal; it is easy 
of access, and is mined and reduced without difficulty. So much of the mine as 
has been traced is situated on a ranch, to which the title is probably valid; and 
since the United States took possession of the country an attempt has been made 
to aequire title to the mine by denouncement. This proceeding is, for the reasons 
that I have already given, invalid. It, therefore, remains for Congress to deter- 
mine whether they will relinquish or assert the title of the United States in this 
imine, 

ROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 

The population of California, already considerable in numbers, is rapidly in- 
creasing by immigration. Adventurers, attracted there in search of gold, are 
gradually forming a fixed population, and must, in the nature of things, soon 
draw after and connect with them the ordinary accompaniments of social life. 
Its mining will become a regular branch of productive industry, employing many 
hands and moch machinery, and affording the necessary encouragement on the 
spot to the building up of work shops and the exercise of the mechauic arts. It 
has already a considerable commerce, which is constantly increasing, and must 
soon become extensive, not only with our own country and Europe, but with 
China and the Pacific Islands, including Japan, whose ports it is believed will 
be opened to the admissionof its gold. ‘This concurrence of favourable elements 
among which should be included the agricultural and manufacturing capacities 
of Oregon, will cause to spring up, with a rapidity heretofore unexainpled, large 
and prosperous communities on our Pacific coast. 

Some means of communication across the continent, through our own territory, 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, a road which can be passed over with re\son- 
able speed and safety, is necessary to meet the wants of our citizens on either 
coast, and is equally necessary to aid the government in controlling the Indian 
tribes of the intermediate country, and in protecting from their depredations our 
two lines of frontier settlements, which will now gradually approach each other. 
Opinion, as expressed and elicited by two large and respectable conventions, 1e- 
cently assembled at St. Louis and Memphis, points to a railroad as that which 
would best meet the wants and satisfy the wishes of our people. But what that 
road will be, and where and by whom constructed, must depend upon the action 
of Congress, founded on such information as a careful reconnoissance of the coun- 
try by a scientific corps may furnish. 


INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

The wild tribes of Indians, who have their hunting-grounds in the great prairie, 
through which our emigrants to California pass, have, during the present year, 
been more than usually pacific. ‘They have suffered our people to pass through 
their country with little interruption, though they travelled in great numbers, and 
consumed, on their route, much grass and game. For these the Indians expect 
compensation, and their claim is just. The prairie is their pasture-field; the 
buffalo their herds, and if used by us they ought to be paid for. I concur in the 
recommendation of the commissioner of Indian affairs, that treaties be negotiated 
with these tribes, stipulating for the right of way through their country, and the 
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use of grass and game. paying them therefor small annuities in useful articles of 
merchandise, and agricultural implements and instruction. By these means we 
may gain their good will and have a guarantee for their good conduct, in their de- 

endence upon us. which will soon become habitual, for the annuities, and the 
fear of their loss, in case of transgression. And by these means, and with the 
aid of religions and benevolent societies, they may be, perhaps, turned from their 
roving habits, their thirst for war and bloodshed allayed, and they may be gra- 
dually won over to agriculture, and ultimately to civilization. 

This is the more important, as the time is at hand when the herds of buffalo, 
which are now rapidly disappearing, will be insufficient to supply them with 
subsistence. 

A band of the Seminoles, who remained in Florida under the temporary ar- 
rangement made with them in 1842, have been since that time in the care of the 
military. It was proposed to transfer their supervision to this department for the 
purpose of effecting their peaceable removal, and a sub-agent was appointed to 
take charge of them. But, before he entered upon the effective discharge of his 
duties, a marauding party of the band attacked and murdered some of our citizens, 
and burnt and destroyed their property. It was therefore deemed necessary at 
once to protect the adjacent settlements by a military force, and the sub-agent 
thereby becoming unnecessary, his services were dispensed with, and these 
Indians again placed under the sole supervision of the department of war. 

A portion of the Indians in Texas were, in the early part of the season, guilty 
of an outbreak of a more extensive and serious character. Before they could be 
checked they ravaged a large extent of country along the Rio Grande, commit- 
ting a number of murders, taking several women and children captive, and de- 
stroying and carrying off a considerable amount of property. The marauders were 
driven back and chastised by a military force. 

I would especially invite attention to the necessity of some arrangement with 
the state of ‘Texas by which the laws of the United States regulating Indian in- 
tercourse may be extended to the tribes within her limits. Until such an arrange- 
ment can be made the pacification of this department will be, for many reasons, 
ineffectual to secure that extensive frontier from depredation, or give the protection 
stipulated by treaty to the adjacent provinces of Mexico. 

tis important that, at as early a period as practicable, a suitable number of 
agents should be authorized, and the necessary appropriations made by Congress, 
to enable the department properly and efficiently to manage our Indian affairs in 
the territories of Oregon, California and New Mexico, and to restrain the Indians 
of the two latter territories from committing depredations upon the citizens of 
Mexico. 

No special provision having been made with respect to our Indian intercourse 
in Oregon, three sub-agents were appointed by the late administration last year 
for the Indians there; from whom, or from the governor, who is ex-officio super- 
intendent of Indian affairs, no reports have yet been received. 

In consequence of a like omission to make provision for California and New 
Mexico, two agents, occupying less important positions, were transferred—one 
to the vicinity of the Great Salt Lake, in California, and the other to Santa Fe; 
and three sub-agents in addition were appointed for the Indians at other points in 
those territories. ‘These agents were instructed to report fully, as early as prac- 
ticable, in relation to the locality, numbers, character, and habits of the Indians, 
in order to put it in the power of the department to lay before Congress such in- 
formation as would enable that body to adopt proper measures in regard to them. 
In consequence of the great distance and the difficulty of communication, no re- 
ports from them have been received, except a brief communication from the agent 
to the Great Salt Lake, which wil] accompany the report of the commissioner on 
Indian affairs. 

Most of the tribes permanently located on our western borders, particularly the 


.* 
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more southern, continue steadily to advance in civilization, and in all the elements 
of substantial prosperity. The establishment of manual labour schools, in charge 
of missionary societies of various religious denominations, is working a great 
moral and social revolution among several of the tribes; and if the department 
had the means of extending the benefits of these institutions to those more desti- 
tute, who have no funds set apart by the treaty for these purposes, it would no 
doubt be productive of like happy results. With this view, and in consideration 
of the great addition to the Indian population, with whom we are brought into 
contact by the settlement of Oregon, and the accession of California and New 
Mexico, i would recommend that the annual appropriation for the civilization of 
the Indians be increased. For a particular detail! of our Indian intercourse during 
the past year, ] refer to the accompanying report of the commissioner of Indian 
affairs, whose suggestions and recommendations I fully approve. 
I have the honour to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
To rae Presipent or THE Unirep Srates. T. EWING 


REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL. 
Post Orrice Department, December 3, 1849. 


Sir: The number of post offices in the United States at the close of the year 
ending June 30th, 1849, was 16,747; there having been 921 established, and 333 
discontinued within the year; making an increase within the year of 588, 

The number of postmasters appointed within the year ending June 30th, 1849, 
was 6,333. Of that number— 


2,782 were appointed in consequence of resignations. 

183 were appointed in consequence of deaths. 

284 were appointed in consequence of changes of site of office. 
2,103 were appointed in consequence of removals. 

11 were appointed in consequence of commissions expired and not renewed. 

26 were appointed in consequence of commissions renewed. 

& 23 were appointed in consequence of becoming presidential, by income ex- 
ceeding $1,000. 

921 were appointed in consequence of new offices. 

In 1845 important changes were made by law in the postage and mail service 
of the United States. One of those changes was a large reduction of postage; 
another, and almost equally important one to the pecuniary condition of this de- 
partment, consisted in directing all mail service to be let to the lowest bidder, ir- 
respective of the mode of conveyance, and abolishing the previous regulations 
requiring the new contractor to take the stage stock of his predecessor. ‘This 
single regulation reduced the contracts of 1845 in New England and New York, 
the first section let under that law, more than $250,000. Another law of 1845 
was that requiring a classification of the railroad service, and fixing the maxi- 
mum prices of those classes. The effect of these laws greatly diminished the 
price of mail transportation, and aided in bringing so soon the expenses of the 
service within the income derived from the reduced postage ; so that now, though 
the amount of service is very greatly enhanced, its expense bears no correspond- 
ing proportion. The mail contracts, which are for four years, are made one sec- 
tion in each year; so that the whole service had undergone the process of reduc- 
tion under the operation of those Jaws in June, 1848. Therefore, the condition 
of the department is, as it was expected to be, found most favourable as to its 
expenses at the close of the year ending June 30th, 1849. The actual cost for 
each mile the mail was transported in the year preceding June, 1845, was eight 
cents one mill, and under the operation of the laws of 1845 the cost per mile of 
the mail transportation in June last was five cents six mills; making a difference 
of two and a half cents per mile, being more than one-quarter. 
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The number of mail routes in the United States on the first day of July, 1849, 
was 4,943, and the number of contractors 4,190. The length of these routes was 
167,703 miles. 

On those routes the mail was transported 42,547,069 miles at the cost of 
$2,428,515, which makes the average cost of transporting the mail last year five 
cents six mills per mile. ‘To this should be added the transportation of the fo- 
reign mail by Southampton to Bremen, and the mail from Charleston and Sa- 
vannah to Havana, and also the transportation of the mail across the isthmus of 
Panama; all which is done at the expense of this department, to the amount of 
$255,692. 

The extent and cost of this service of the past year, as compared with that of 
the year preceding, will be seen by the following tabular statement, and by refe- 
rence to the report of the First Assistant Postmaster General, hereto appended : 


Mail Service of 1848 and 1849 compared. 


1848. 1849. 
Miles. Cost. Miles. Cost. 
Length of post routes = - 163,208 167,703 
Annual transportation, mode not 
specified - - - 417,774,191 $751,500 18,573,364 $777,415 
Ditto coach - 14,555,188 796,992 15,025,552 736,710 
Ditto steamboat 4,385,800 262,019 4,083,976 278,650 
Ditto railroad 4,327,400 584,192 4,861,177 635,740 








Total annual transportation 
within the U.S. - - 41,012,579 2,394,703 42,544,069 2,428,515 








Route agencies and mail mes- 
sengers - . - 54,063 61,513 
The gross revenue for the year ending June 30, 1849, amounted to $4,905, 176.28, 
derived from the following sources: 


From letter postage, including stamps sold ‘ $3,882,762 62 
From newspaper and pamphlet postage - 819,016 20 
From fines - . - - 43 75 
From miscellaneous items - - 3,254 21 
From dead letter money sold - - 99 50 


4,705,176 28 
From the appropriation made by the 12th section of the act of 3d 
March, 1847, for mail services to the government - - 200,000 00 


$4,905,176 28 
The expenditures during the year were : 
For transportation of mails . $2,577,407 71 
For compensation to postmasters 1,320,921 34 
For ship, steamboat, and way letters 36,174 45 
For wrapping paper - - 23,936 03 
For office furniture - 4,219 69 
For advertising - - 61,813 32 
For mail bags - - 20,276 38 
For blanks - - 20,802 71 
For mail locks, keys, and stamps 4,586 50 
For mail depredations and special agents 21,223 00 
For clerks for offices (the offices of postmasters) 317,218 36 
For miscellaneous payments - - - 70,437 89 
For post office laws and regulations - - 31 75 





$4,479,049 13 


Excess of gross revenue for the year - $426,127 15 
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The appropriations made under the 12th section of the act of 3d March, 
1847, remaining in the treasury undrawn, exclusive of the appropri- 
ation for the past year, already noticed, amounted to - - 265,555 5h 


$691,682 70 
Thus showing the sum of $691,682 70 unexpended of the past year, including 
the former appropriations granted to this department for the transportation of free 
matter of the departments. 


Estimates for the current year ending June 30, 1850. 


The provisions of the Jaws of 1845 for reducing the cost of mail service having 
produced their entire effect on all the contracts (as all have now passed under 
their influence) before the commencement of this year, it was expected that in 
the further contracts a clear and decided advance of cost would ensue. This ex- 
pectation was in some measure verified by the letting to contract last spring the 
northern section, including New England and New York. The aggregate cost 
for the service was at that letting much increased. The whole cost for service in 
that section, under the contracts made in 1845, including agencies, was $531,412 
The whole cost for service in that section by the contracts of 1849, is 628,393 
Making an increase of - - - - - - 96,981 


One cause of this is that more service is now contracted for there to be done. 
Instead of 10,919,174 miles of transportation per year, 11,568,825 miles is per- 
formed, being an increase of 649,651 miles per annum. Another cause, and the 
greatest, perhaps, is owing to the change of mail service from coaches to the 
many newly finished railroads in that section. which is a much more expensive 
service. he service, in that section, in carriages or on horseback, which was 
open to free competition, has now been let at even a more reduced rate than be- 
fore, and amounts only to about three cents for each mile the mail is transported. 
On the other hand, in the railroad and steamboat service, where monopoly ex- 
cludes competition, the expense is increased, and the transportation amounts to 
nine cents for each mile the mail is carried, even under the law of 1845, fixing a 
maximum of price to the classes of service. 

The expenses of the service of the department for the current year, ending with 
Jane next, will, therefore, be increased by the amount of increase in the eastern 
section, $96,981; also by the cost of new routes in other sections, ordered by 
Congress, $57,333, and by extensions and improvements, ordered by the depart- 
ment, about $28,083, to which must be added a probable sum of $50,000 for Ca- 
lifornia, and a sum to meet other contingencies of $25,000. These additions to 
the expenses of the service of the last year will constitute the amount of the cur- 
rent expenses of this year, as thus stated: 

Expenditures as last year - - - - $4,479,949 13 
Additions.—Excess of cost of service in eastern section 96,981 00 
New routes let in other sections - - - 57,333 00 
New service ordered - - - - 28,083 00 
Expenses for California - - - 50,000 00 
Expense of mail across Isthmus - - 5,692 00 
Publishing new edition of Post Office laws - 8,000 00 
Other miscellaneous items - - - 25,000 00 
Whole expenditures of the service of the department for current year $4,750,138 13 

To meet this expenditure, in addition to the $200,000 appropriated by virtue 
of the 12th section of the act of 1847, to pay for the franked matter of the de- 
partment, the entire reliance is on receipts from postage. It becomes necessary 
to estimate that amount. This cannot with safety be done by taking the income 
of the past year, and adding thereto the same per cent. of increase that year 
shows on the preceding. ‘The effect from reduction of postage had passed, and 
the two preceding years showed little more than the regular and natural increase, 
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keeping pace with the growth of the country. The great increase of the last year 
was unnatural, and owing to temporary causes of disturbance which have passed 
by. Some more safe basis of estimation must be found. 

To exhibit separately the increase in the revenue derived from letter postage 
and from printed matter, the following comparison is instituted between the past 
and the preceding year: 

Year ending June Yearending June Rate of 

30, 1848. 30, 1849. increase, 

Letter postage including stamps sold, $3,350,304 $3,882,762 15 9-10 
Newspaper and pamphiet postage, - 767,335 819,016 6 7-10 

Aggregate, - . - - $4,117,639 $4,701,778 14 2-10 

It will be observed that the letter postage increased in the past year 15 9-10 
per cent., and that the aggregate increase is 14 1-5. The rate of increase upon 
letters being extraordinary, and much beyond the natural growth of our popula- 
tion and business, and being double that of the previous year, it cannot be ex- 
pected to continue, especially as the causes to which it is mainly attributable 
have ceased to operate. 

These were the retaliatory postage act of the 27th June, 1848, which was su- 
perseded by the postal treaty with Great Britain in Febroary, 1849, and the 
greater frequency of correspondence induced by the presidential canvass in the 
fall of 1848. In estimating the revenue for the current year, it will therefore be 
necessary to assume something like the natural increase of the revenue as the 
basis of the calculation. To ascertain as nearly as may be what is that natural 
rate of increase, I take the aggregate revenue from postages, year by year, since 
the reduction on the Ist July, 1845, and show what has been the annual rates of 
increase, thus: 

Postages on letters, news) Amount of 
papers and pamphlets. increase. Rate of increase. 
Year ending— 
June 30,1846, - - = - $3,443,840 
os 2 3,832,117 $388,277 11 27-100 per ct. 
« = «1848, - - - 4,117,639 285,522 743-100 =“ 
a 4,701,778 584,139 1420-100 « 
Average of the 3 years from 1846, 1096-100 « 
Average of 1847 and 1548, _- 935-100“ 

The average of the years 1847 and 1848 appears to be 9 35-100 per cent., and 
of the three years ending 30th June, 1849, nearly eleven per cent.; but as it has 
been shown that there were temporary causes operating to increase unnaturally 
the postages of the year ending 30th June, 1849, it is deemed safest to take 9 per 
cent. as the rate, omitting the fraction, and the revenue of 1848 as the basis for 
estimating the revenue for the year ending 30th June, 1850, thus: 

Revenue from postages for year ending June 30, 1848 - - - $4,117,639 00 
Add nine per cent. - . - - - - - - - 370,587 00 
Revenue for year 1849 by natural increase - - $4,458,226 00 
Add nine per cent. - - - - - - 403,94) 00 


Probable revenue for year ending June 30, 1850 - - - - $4,892,166 vd 

To this add balance on hand June 30, 1x49 - - - - - 691,682 70 

Appropriation for free matter for departments for year ending June 
e+. «ais eae ae. 200,000 00 


$5,783,848 70 
Deduct expenditures before stated 4,750,138 13 


$1,033,710 57 
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This amount will be subject to a still further reduction of about 
$175,000, payable to Great Britain for the balance of postage col- 
lected forthe past and current year- - - - - = 


Leaving a balance on 30th of June, 1850, of - $358,710 57 
RATE OF POSTAGE. 


It seems long to have been the received principle in this department that its 
expenses should be always kept within the income furnished by postage, and 
all exertions at the improvement and extension of the service are to be limited to 
and fall within such receipts. The opinion of the community without the de- 
partment is believed to be, that the general post-office, being for the dissemina- 
tion of intelligence and advancement of business, is not a proper subject of taxa- 
tion—that no burden for public service should lean upon it, and that the rate of 
postage should only be such as will pay the expense of the care, conveyance, and 
delivery of the matter on which the postage is laid. These views are in no way 
incompatible, and may both be successfully regarded, provided a reasonable com- 
pensation be made to the department for the service it performs by those for 
whose benefit such service is required. 

lt must be quite obvious that there can he no practicable method of ascertain- 
ing the expense of mail service on each particular letter or paper, as it fluctuates 
with the cost in each different section of the country; but what is the proper 
proportion of each class of service may be settled with a good degree of justice, 
if when ascertained it is to bear its fair proportion, and that only. 

The classes of service now required are three: the care, transportation, and 
delivery—Ist, of letters—2d, of newspapers and pamphlets—3d, matter carried 
without compensation. Itis by postage on the two first classes of service that 
the whole expenses of the department are now sustained. 

The whole number of letters charged with postage passing through the mails 
the past year, reckoned on the postage received, agreeably to a basis heretofore 
approved, amounted to sixty-two millions. On all these letters the postage col- 
lected was $3,882,762; on newspapers and pamphlets, $819,016. 

It is well known that the postage on the newspapers and pamphlets, in pro- 
portion to their weight and numbers, is in a very great degree less than the letter 

ostage; so that they do not pay their proportion of the expenses of the service. 

t, therefore, follows that the letter postage pays now, not only for its own cost, 
but also for what the paper postage falls short of its proportion, and also for all 
the other operations and services of the department, including the expense of al] 
the matter carried for the public without pay from government. This brings us 
to inquire what is the extent of this class of service rendered without pay from 
the employers. First, what is the nature and amount of this franked matter? 
The beads of the different dénartments frank all the mail matter sent from their 
respective departments, and receive free all to them directed. Under the act of 
1845, an account was kept by the post-office of the city of Washington, of all 
such matter received by the departments for the year ending June 30, 1846, but 
no account of the matter sent from them. ‘The postage on that received, at the 
present rate, was $250,383 83, and the amount as then estimated at the treasury 
on the matter sent would be fully equal, so that the same then amounted to 
$500,767 66. (Ex. Doc. 64, 2d Ses. 29 Cong.) In 1847 this mode of payment 
was abolished, and the only provision since for this service rendered to the exe- 
cutive departments, is an appropriation of two hundred thousand dollars per 
annum. It is always to be recollected that no amount of appropriation, however 
large, to pay for franked matter, will ever in any degree relieve the letter or paper 
postage. so long as such postage actually pays the whole expense of the depart- 
ment, whereby such appropriation remains as surplus undrawn from the Trea- 
sury. 
But the principal part of the franked matter, for which no payment is made to 


175,000 00 
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the department, consists in the letters, papers, and documents franked by the 
members of the senate and house of representatives. The amount of this matter 
cannot be ascertained with entire accuracy, as much is forwarded of which no 
account is kept. 

By a report from the clerk’s office of the house of representatives, it appears 
that, during the two sessions of the 30th Congress, ending in March last, the 
extra number of public documents for distribution was 370,350, and their weight 
was 467,762 pounds. Printed speeches folded for members to frank, 6,584,500, 
which are estimated at one ounce each, 411,531 pounds; though one-half of this 
shows the annual amount of this matter from the house of representatives the 
two past years. ‘This does not include the written correspondence of the mem- 
bers, or the mail matter by them received. No report direct from the senate is 
received, but by a report from the post-office in this city, it appears that during 
the year ending June 30th, 1849, the number of free written mail matter sent, 
was - - - - - - 484,210 
Received, - - - - - . 819,293 


Making, - - - 1,308,503 
Printed Senate speeches, 397,630 

“~~ documents, 170,715 568,345 
House documents, - 3,448,250 


5,320,098 

The letter postage and pamphlet postage, to which this matter would have 
been subject, if not franked, is computed by that report at $792,709. 

It should be recollected that the post-office department is not only required to 
mail and transport this matter, after requiring the hire of additional coaches and 
teams, but is also subject to the actual payment of money contributed entirely by 
the letter postage in this manner. By Jaw, two cents each is allowed every 
postmaster for the delivery of a free letter or package, if his income does not 
exceed $2,000 per annum. The proportion of theve free papers, delivered by 
postmasters of $2,000 income, will not exceed one-tenth. T'wo cents each on 
the foregoing number, deducting one-tenth, was $95,161, which is actually paid 
to postmasters for delivering this free matter, out of money received for letter 
postage. Thus, it appears that for the delivery of nine-tenths of the miilions of 
printed speeches franked and transported in the mails without compensation, (the 
printing of which cost about one cent each,) there is paid two cents each, not by 
the person who sends or by the person who receives it, or by the country as for 
a public service, but by those who pay postage on their private correspondence. 

It rests entirely in the wisdom of Congress to decide whether this franking by 
its members is a valuable public service, proper to continue, and it is not intended 
to make any remark on that topic. Were it abolished, there would probably be 
very much less of such matter printed; but the postage on the remainder, toge- 
ther with that on the correspondence of the members, and the relief of the ex- 
pense of the transportation and delivery of this franked matter, would enable the 
department to sustain itself, though the postage was materially reduced on letters. 
But if Congress continue this franking, as a valuable public service, it is but 
just and proper that the letter correspondence, by a reduction on its postage, be 
relieved from its support, and that provision be made therefor in the same man- 
ner that other branches of public service are sustained. 

Another great additional demand of public service by the post-office depart- 
ment without compensation is made this year—that is, the transmission of all the 
blanks, returns, and correspondence required in taking the census of 1850. Three 
thousand reams of these blanks are already engaged. 

It has heen said that the newspaper and pamphlet postage is not in proportion 
to the cost of their transportation; but it is not, therefore, to be understood that 
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any increase of that postage is proposed. It has long been regarded as sound 
public policy to promote the circulation of these publications by cheap postage, 
and it may be advisable to proceed further in this policy, especially in promoting 
their circulation in the vicinity of their places of publication, provided no decided 
injustice be done to the postmasters within that same vicinity. 

It would be desirable to have a fixed sum granted from the treasury for this 
public service, as to free matter, and then the postage so reduced and arranged as 
to provide for the remainder; but that course is impractieable, as the money from 
the treasury cannot be drawn until that from postage is first exhausted; and, 
therefore, the only safe way is to make reduetions of postage from time to time, 
until justice is produced by leaving a balance to be annually drawn from the 
treasury, equivalent to the publie service performed ; and no extent of reduction 
whieh does not produce this effect is suffieient so long as public service is re- 

uired to be performed free of postage. 

What should be the degree or measure of the reduction of postage at this time, 
is entirely a question to be settled by Congress, but it #s proposed respeetfully 
to submit what would be the probable effect of one measure of reduction. 

The most obvious and prominent feature now in our postage is the double 
price, ten cents, charged on all single letters earried over three hundred miles. 
Ihe reduction of this ten cent postage, and eharging all single letters at five cents 
each, would much simplify the manner of accounting, and render the same both 
more facile and perfect, would remove the dissatisfaction arising from the great 
difference in the postage in different offices, even in the same vicinity, but sep1- 
rated by this arbitrary line, and would promote and encowrage the correspondence 
and intercourse by mail between the most distant parts of the eountry, which 
most need and demand it, in precise proportion as their other means of intercom- 
munication are slow and unfrequent. 

The next inquiry is, what would be the effect of this reduction on the receipts 
from postage, and how would it affeet the treasury? 

It is not possible from any returns or data in the department to ascertain, with 
much precision, the number of letters passing annually in the mai! under this 
charge of ten cents. Even if the numberof ten cent letters were actually known, 
it would still be impossible to determine how many of them were ten cent letters 
from being double. Thenee arises the great difference im the estimate of loss of 
revenue from such a reduction as was presented im the report of the postmaster- 
genera} last year, to wit, $715,187, and that of the first assistant, $306,738. 

From a careful] examination now made of the data in the department, it is esti- 
mated that the whole number of charged letters sent through the mails the past 
year was 62,000,000; and of this number, about 15,500,000 were subject to the 
ten cent postage on aecount of distanee. If then the reduetion were to bring no 
more letters into the mail, the diminution of revenue therefrom the first year 
would be $775,000. It is already shown that the surplus on the first day of July 
last was $691,682 70; and that on the first of July next will be $358,719 57; 
which will undoubtedly inerease in future years by nataral aecumulation and by 
inerease of the number of letters arising from this reduction. It therefore follows 
that sueh reduetion will, in the first year, oeeasion no charge on the treasury, and 
it is extremely uncertain whether its operation ean ever produce that effeet. A 
brief tria} of this experiment will show its effect, and if it should not produce any 
important draught on the treasury, then further reduetions of postage should be 
made. Whether any further reduction should be made, and a eorresponding pro- 
vision from the treasury adopted until after this has been tested by experiment, is 
respectfully submitted. Should the reduction now recommended produce, on ex- 
periment, a successful result without heavy charge on the treasury, the next step 
should probably be a reduction of the five to three cents postage on single lettess, 


if prepaid. 
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RAILROAD SERVICE. 

This is a constantly increasing service. In the current year the length of rail- 
road routes is 6,138 miles, being an increase within two years of 1,149 miles; 
and it is almost daily increasing, as new roads are being completed. On these 
routes the mail is now transported 5,749,040 miles annually. It is true that this 
service is done with more despatch than the same amount of service in any other 
way, yet it is at much greater cost. The law of 1845, requiring this service to 
be classed, and fixing the maximum compensation, has in some degree reduced 
the cost. There is one feature of this service which frequently embarrasses the 
operations of the department. In all the ordinary mail contracts, provision is 
made that the time of arrival and departure and connexion of the mails is subject 
to the order of the department. This feature has never been admitted by the rail- 
road proprietors to be inserted in their contracts. It is provided in them that if 
any change is made without their consent, they may abandon the contract. This 
often deprives the department of the power to make such changes and improve- 
ments in the time of the transportation of the mails as the public convenience re- 
quires, and subjects it to censure by those who know not this circumstance. 


FOREIGN MAIL SERVICE. 


The mail service by the way of Southampton to Bremen has been, under the 
contract with this department, carried the past year by the steamships Wash- 
ington and Hermann for the sum of two hundred thousand dollars, and the 
gross amount realized in postage from that service for the year ending October 
4th was $61,1)4. 20. The gross amount from Ist June, 1847,to October 4th, 
1848, was $29,082. 51. 

Notice has recently been received from the proprietors that this service will 
be suspended until February next, in order to make the necessary repairs now 
required for the safety of these steamships. 

The mail from Charleston, via Savannah, to Havana, under the contract 
with this department, has been carried, since the 18th October, 1848, in the 
steamer Isabel, with a good degree of regularity, at the cost of $35,086. 22. 
No other foreign mail is carried by contract with this department. 

By a contract with the Navy department, made by direction of law, provision 
was made for carrying a mail twice in each month between New York and New 
Orleans, via Charleston, Savannah, and Havana, and also for like transporta- 
tion between Havana and Chagres. This was entered upon in December, 1848, 
and has been partially performed. Under a like contract with the navy depart- 
ment, steamships are carrying the mails on the Pacific, between Panama and 
California, once in each month. By atreaty, the government of New Grenada is 
bound to transport the mail across the Isthmus. This service, more particularly 
on the Atlantic and across the Isthmus, has been very imperfectly performed, and 
the connexions have been very unsuccessful. This the department has not 
been able entirely to remedy, the contractors not being within its control. Ex- 
ertions have, however, been continued, and such arrangements have been made 
and assurances received, as to give a good degree of confidence that, with 
the co-operation of the navy department, the mails will hereafter receive regu- 
lar despatch through this entire route of great and increasing importance. 

By the present organization of the post-office department, established in 
1836, the mail service of the United States is sustained by appropriations en- 
tirely from the money derived from postage. 

Congress, by the act of March 3, 1847, entitled “ An act providing for the 
building and equipment of four naval steamships,” entered on the policy of en- 
couraging the erection by individuals of war steamers, so that, on the emer- 
gency of a war, they might be ready for public use. Contracts were ordered 
and made by the navy department for three lines of war steamers; one from 
New York via Havana to New Orleans, and from Havana to Chagres, and onc 
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from Panama to California and Astoria, and one between New York and Liver- 
pool; all which, requiring thirteen war steamships, were to carry the mail, and 
to receive, when completed, the sum of $874,000 per annum from the treasury. 
Whether this policy is to be continued or extended, is entirely a question for 
Congress; but it seems proper to observe that any change by which this shall 
be declared mai/ service, and this great additional demand be made a claim on 
the income from postage, will greatly embarrass and derange the operations 
of the department. So great is the cost of building and sustaining these ves- 
sels, and so small the postage to be derived therefrom, that it will, if so ordered, 
defeat the present system of sustaining the mails within this country; put an 
end to all extension of its accommodations, all reduction of postage, and al! 
improvement of its condition. It is much to be hoped that no proposition so 
disastrous in its consequences will be entertained. In any course Congress 
may think proper to pursue in relation to those war steamers, their support, 
while continued, must be drawn from the treasury, as provided when adopted, 
and as is now done. 

The transportation of the mail across the Isthmus, being in a foreign country, 
is the proper subject-matter of a treaty, and is not within the power of this de- 
partment. It is, however, respectfully suggested that this service, now done 
by the government of New Grenada, is very tardily and carelessly performed, 
and the compensation under the treaty probably inadequate. Reliable infor- 
mation has been received that would willingly yield up this service. A 
new arrangement should immediately be made by treaty, if practicable, permit- 
ting this service to be performed by ourselves, but guarantying its protection 
there, and placing it under the direction of this department. The amount re- 
quired by the treaty to be paid to New Grenada for carrying that mail, being in 
no other way provided for by Congress, has been paid by this department up 
to this time. 

No steamship has yet been despatched on the mail service from New York 
to Liverpool under the contract with the navy department, but is expected soon 
to be done. 

Since the last session of Congress, the postal treaty with Great Britain has 
been carried into full operation by regulations settled in pursuance of the treaty 
by this department me 3 the post-office department of that country, which regu- 
lations have been promulgated. The leading feature of that arrangement is, 
that letters on which the postage is wholly prepaid, or on which none is paid, 
pass through the mails between the two countries, and are despatched and de- 
livered in the same manner as if those countries were one; and an account is 
kept in each of the postage collected for the other, which is periodically settled. 
The effect of this is, that, while the sea service is almost entirely performed by 
the British steamships, the sea postage belonging to them makes the balance 
in accounting largely against us. The operation of this is no injury, as we ac- 
tually receive all we pay, but it is stated, in order to explain, that now all this 
postage goes into the account of postage received in this department, and to 
swell its apparent amount, when it is subject always to the annual reduction of 
this balance payable to Great Britain. Whenever our mail steamships shall 
perform service between New York and Liverpool, which is soon expected, it 
will tend to correct this balance. The efforts to extend this arrangement 
through England to France have not been successful. 


MAIL SERVICE IN CALIFORNIA. 

By the third section of the act of Congress entitled “An act to establish 
certain post routes, approved August 14, 1848,”’ the postmaster-general was 
authorized to appoint postmasters at places on the Pacific, in California, and 
to appoint agents for making arrangements for the establishment of post-offices 
and conveyance of mails in California and Oregon. Under this act, as early 
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as November, 1848, a postmaster was appointed for San Francisco, and agents 
were appointed and sent on that business. That postmaster entered on his du- 
ties, and for a time attempted their discharge, but finding, as he writes, no 
sufficient income for the expense of room and assistance, or even for his sup- 
port, he resigned. No report from those agents has ever been received. In 
April last another agent was sent, who immediately departed and entered upon 
his duties; and also another postmaster for San Francisco, who has also ar- 
rived there; and from information received from them and others, there is good 
reason to believe that all reasonable exertions are being made to give to the 
—— there all the mail facilities the limited means legally applicable will 
afford. 

The laws regulating the post-office duties and service are in many respects 
ill adapted to the circumstances and condition of that country. Many letters 
have been sent there for persons passing the overland route; and, if the same 
were to be treated as dead letters at the end of the second quarter after their 
arrival, they would be sent back before these persons would arrive there. In- 
deed, the sending as dead letters to the department here those letters mailed 
from one office to another in California, would be worse than useless. No suf- 
ficient pecuniary means are at the command of the department for this service. 

The price of Libeer or personal service, and the rent required for office room, 
are such that no allowance now authorized by law can secure a post office in 
California. Nor can the mails be transported within the country for any com- 

nsation which the postage received there will furnish. No sufficient returns 

ave been received by which to determine the expense of what has already been 
done, but it fully appears that provision must be made, much beyond the yield of 
the postage there, to meet the cost of even a very limited supply of mail accommo- 
dation in that country. This subject requires the early attention of Congress, 
and at the same time provision should be made for extending mails to Oregon 
and New Mexico. 


OPERATIONS WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT. 


As our country expands in dimensions, and our settlements extend in area; as 
our population increases in density, and business in activity, the service of the 
mail must have a corresponding advancement; and it follows unavoidably that 
the business and labour within the department are every year rapidly augmenting, 
demanding from time to time addition of force for their performance. In 1836, 
the department was re-organized, and by law a much less number of clerks pro- 
vided for than had theretofore been used. In putting that organization in opera- 
tion, it was immediately found impracticable to proceed with such reduced force 
only, and temporary clerks to the number of eight were employed in 1837. These 
were continued by temporary appropriations until 1842, when by law they be- 
came permanent; but no provision has been made for any additional clerks since 
1837. Such, in the mean time, has been the progress of the service, and such 
the increase of business, that the pressure on the clerks has become so great, and 
delays so unavoidable, as absolutely to require now additional force, or the public 
service must suffer. The pressure is on all the bureaus of the department. In 
the contract office, where the care and arrangement of the mail service is extend- 
ing in daily demand, and where the extent of correspondence is permanently the 
greatest. Inthe appointment office, business increases with the increase of the 
number of offices. [n the financial bureau, ander the third assistant, the labour 
is much increased, as to that branch falls the care of the dead letter office, and 
the receipts and charge of the quarterly returns. 

In the last year there were received 2,100,000 dead letters, all of which have 
been opened and examined. Of these, 4,964, containing money to the amount of 
$32,067, have been registered, and the same sent out for delivery to the owners, 
and 998 letters containing other enclosures of value. The inspection office, whose 
duties include all matters relating to the performance or failure of mail service, 
all depredations on the mail, and also the supply of mail bags, locks and keys, 
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is a branch increasing in direct ratio with the general service. In this office 
alone, during the past year, there were received 134,436 communications. The 
number of supposed depredations reported was 1,226, which were supposed to 
include $169,107. ‘Twenty-nine depredators were arrested, and the amount of 
money reclaimed or otherwise accounted for was $77,779. 

To show the great increase of service and the consequent demand for the in- 
crease of force in the department, the following comparative statement is made: 

In 1837 the number of post offices was 11,767, now 17,164—four hundred and 
seventeen having been established since June last. 


No. of dead letters in 1837, - 900,000, now - 2,100,000 
No. of quarterly returns in 1837,  48,000,now . 73,000 
No. of mail contractors “  . 1,682, now : ‘ 4,190 
Length of routes « . +141,242 miles,now . . 167,703 
Ann. mail transportation “ 32,597,006 miles, now . . 42,544,069 

The number of communications received at the department annually cannot be 
less than 370,000. 

To perform this service the present force is inadequate, and it has been found 
absolutely necessary to employ temporary clerk service, compensation for which 
should be made, and which necessity, it is hoped, will be prevented by some per- 
manent provision for supply, that the public service may not suffer. 

AUDITOR. 

A most important branch of the post office department is, by the organization 
of 1836, committed to the auditor; not only that of auditing all claims for ser- 
vice, but more particularly that of keeping the accounts and collecting all moneys 
derived from postages or otherwise. 

The manner in which this has been performed, as appears by his report hereto 
annexed, is satisfactory evidence as well of the efficiency of the system as of 
energy and success in its execution. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, your obedient servant. 

J. COLLAMER. 
To THe Presipent or THE Unirep States. Postmaster General. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 


PROCLAMATION TO THE PEOPLE OF CALIFORNIA. 


The delegates of the people assembled in convention have formed a consti- 
tution, which is now presented for your ratification. The time and manner 
of voting on this constitution, and of holding the first general election, are 
clearly set forth in the schedule; the whole subject is therefore left for your 
unbiassed and deliberate consideration. 

The prefect (or person exercising the functions of that office,) of each dis- 
trict, will designate the places for opening the polls, and give due notice of 
y election, in accordance with the provisions of the constitution and sche- 

ule. 

The people are now called upon to form a government for themselves, and 
to designate such officers as they desire to make and execute the laws. That 
their choice may be wisely made, and that the government so organized may 
secure the permanent welfare and happiness of the people of the new state, 
is the sincere and earnest wish of the present executive, who, if the constitu- 
tion be ratified, will, with pleasure, surrender his powers to whomsoever the 
people may designate as his successor. 

Given at Monterey, California, this 12th day of October, A. D., 1849. 

(Signed) B. Rivey, 
Brevet Brig. Gen. U. §. A., and Gov. of California. 

(Official!) H. W. Hatweck, 
Brevet Captain, and Secretary of State. 
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CONSTITUTION. 


WE, the People of California, grateful io the Almighty God for our freedom, in 
order to secure tts blessings, do establish this Constitution. 
ARTICLE I.—DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 

Section 1, All men are by nature free and independent, and have certain 
inalienable rights, among which are those of enjoying and defending life and 
liberty, acquiring, possessing and protecting property, and pursuing and ob- 
taining safety and happiness. 

2. All political power is inherent in the people. Government is instituted 
for the protection, security, and benefit of the people; and they have the right 
to alter or reform the same, whenever the public good may require it. 

3. The right of trial by jury shall be secured to all, and remain inviolate 
for ever; but a jury trial may be waived by the parties, in all civil cases, in 
the manner to be prescribed by law. 

4. The free exercise aud enjoyment of religious profession and worship, 
without discrimination or preference, shall for ever be allowed in this state: 
and no person shall be rendered incompetent to be a witness on account of 
his opinions on matters of religious belief; but the liberty of conscience, hereby 
secured, shall not be so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or jus- 
tify practices inconsistent with the peace or safety of this state. 

5. The privilege of the writ of rs corpus shall not be suspended, unless 
when, in cases of rebellion or invasion, the public safety may require its sus- 

nsion,. 
ar Excessive bail shal] not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor 
shall cruel or unusual punishment be inflicted, nor shall witnesses be unrea- 
sonably detained. 

7. All persons shall be bailable, by sufficient sureties; unless for capital 
offences, when the proof is evident or the presumption great. 

8. No person shal! be held to answer for a capital or other infamous crime, 
(except in cases of impeachment, and in cases of militia, when in actual ser- 
vice, and the land and naval forces in time of war, or which this state may 
keep with the consent of congress in time of peace, and in cases of petit lar- 
ceny under the regulation of the legislature,) unless on presentment or indict- 
ment of a grand jury, and in any trial in any court whatever, the party accused 
shall be allowed to appear and defend in person and with counsel, as in civil 
actions. No person shall be subject to be twice put in jeopardy for the same 
offence; nor shall he be compelled, in any criminal case, to be a witness 
against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due pro- 
cess of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use without just 
compensation. 

9. Every citizen may freely speak, write, and publish his sentiments on all 
subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right; and no Jaw shall be 
passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech or of the press. In all cri- 
minal prosecutions or indictments for libels, the truth may be given in evi- 
dence to the jury; and if it shall appear to the jury that the matter charged 
as libellous is true, and was published with seed motives and for justifiable 
ends, the party shall be acquitted; and the jury shall have the right to deter- 
mine the law and the fact. 

10. The people shall have the right freely to assemble together, to consult 
for the common good, to instruct their representatives, and to petition the le- 
gislature for redress of grievances. 

11. All laws of a general nature shall have a uniform operation. 

12. The military shall be subordinate to the civil power. No standing army 
shall be kept up by this state in time of peace; and in time of war no appro- 
priation for a standing army shall be for a longer time than two years. 
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is a branch increasing in direct ratio with the general service. In this office 
alone, during the past year, there were received 134,436 communications. ‘The 
number of supposed depredations reported was 1,226, which were supposed to 
include $169,107. ‘Twenty-nine depredators were arrested, and the amount of 
money reclaimed or otherwise accounted for was $77,779. 

To show the great increase of service and the consequent demand for the in- 
crease of force in the a, the following comparative statement is made: 

In 1837 the number of post offices was 11,767, now 17,164—four hundred and 
seventeen having been established since June last. 


No. of dead letters in 1837, - 900,000, now ° - 2,100,000 
No. of quarterly returns in 1837, 48,000, now ° . 73,000 
No. of mail contractors “ * 1,682, now ‘ 3 4,190 
Length of routes « . +141,242 miles,now . . 167,703 
Ann. mail transportation “ 32,597,006 miles, now . 42,544,069 

The number of communications received at the department annually cannot be 
less than 370,000. 

To perform this service the present force is inadequate, and it has been found 
absolutely necessary to employ temporary clerk service, compensation for which 
should be made, and which necessity, it is hoped, will be prevented by some per- 
manent provision for supply, that the public service may not suffer. 


AUDITOR. 


A most important branch of the post office department is, by the organization 
of 1836, committed to the auditor; not only that of auditing all claims for ser- 
vice, but more particularly that of keeping the accounts and collecting all moneys 
derived from postages or otherwise. 

The manner in which this has been performed, as appears by his report hereto 
annexed, is satisfactory evidence as well of the efficiency of the system as of 
energy and success in its execution. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, your obedient servant. 

J. COLLAMER. 
To THe Presipent or THE Unirep Srares. Postmaster General. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 


PROCLAMATION TO THE PEOPLE OF CALIFORNIA, 


The delegates of the people assembled in convention have formed a consti- 
tution, which is now presented for your ratification. The time and manner 
of voting on this constitution, and of holding the first general election, are 
clearly set forth in the schedule; the whole subject is therefore left for your 
unbiassed and deliberate consideration. 

The prefect (or person exercising the functions of that office,) of each dis- 
trict, will designate the places for opening the polls, and give due notice of 
- election, in accordance with the provisions of the constitution and sche- 

ule. 

The people are now called upon to form a government for themselves, and 
to designate such officers as they desire to make and execute the laws. That 
their choice may be wisely made, and that the government so organized may 
secure the permanent welfare and happiness of the people of the new state, 
is the sincere and earnest wish of the present executive, who, if the constitu- 
tion be ratified, will, with pleasure, surrender his powers to whomsoever the 
people may designate as his successor. 

Given at Monterey, California, this 12th day of October, A. D., 1849. 

(Signed) B. Rivey, 
Brevet Brig. Gen. U. §. A., and Gov. of California. 

(Official) H. W. Hatweck, 
Brevet Captain, and Secretary of State. 
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CONSTITUTION. 


WE, the People of California, grateful to the Almighty God for our freedom, in 
order to secure its blessings, do establish this Constitution. 


ARTICLE I.—DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 


Section 1. All men are by nature free and independent, and have certain 
inalienable rights, among which are those of enjoying and defending life and 
liberty, acquiring, pomeees and protecting property, and pursuing and ob- 
taining safety and happiness. 

2. All political power is inherent in the people. Government is instituted 
for the protection, security, and benefit of the people; and they have the right 
to alter or reform the same, whenever the public good may require it. 

3. The right of trial by jury shall be secured to all, and remain inviolate 
for ever; but a jury trial may be waived by the parties, in all civil cases, in 
the manner to be prescribed by law. 

4. The free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, 
without discrimination or preference, shal! for ever be allowed in this state: 
and no person shall be rendered incompetent to be a witness on account of 
his opinions on matters of religious belief; but the liberty of conscience, hereby 
secured, shall not be so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or jus- 
tify practices inconsistent with the peace or safety of this state. 

5. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shal] not be suspended, unless 
when, in cases of rebellion or invasion, the public safety may require its sus- 

nsion. 

5 Excessive bail shal] not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor 
shall cruel or unusual punishment be inflicted, nor shall witnesses be unrea- 
sonably detained. 

7. All persons shall be bailable, by sufficient sureties; unless for capital 
offences, when the proof is evident or the presumption great. 

8. No person shall be held to answer for a capital or other infamous crime, 
(except in cases of impeachment, and in cases of militia, when in actual ser- 
vice, and the land and naval forces in time of war, or which this state may 
keep with the consent of congress in time of peace, and in cases of petit lar- 
ceny under the regulation of the legislature,) unless on presentment or indict- 
ment of a grand jury, and in any trial in any court whatever, the party accused 
shall be allowed to appear and defend in person and with counsel, as in civil 
actions. No person shall be subject to be twice put in jeopardy for the same 
offence; nor shall he be compelled, in any criminal case, to be a witness 
against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due pro- 
cess of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use without just 
compensation. 

9. Every citizen may freely speak, write, and publish his sentiments on all 
subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right; and no Jaw shall be 
passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech or of the press. In all cri- 
minal prosecutions or indictments for libels, the truth may be given in evi- 
dence to the jury; and if it shall appear to the jury that the matter charged 
as libellous is true, and was published with good motives and for justifiable 
ends, the party shall be acquitted; and the jury shall have the right to deter- 
mine the ie and the fact. 

10. The people shall have the right freely to assemble together, to consult 
for the common good, to instruct their representatives, and to petition the le- 
gislature for redress of grievances. 

11. All laws of a general nature shall have a uniform operation. 

12. The military shall be subordinate to the civil power. No standing army 
shall be kept up by this state in time of peace; and in time of war no appro- 
priation for a standing army shall be for a longer time than two years. 
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13. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house, without 
the consent of the owner; nor in time of war, except in the manner to be pre- 
scribed by law. 

14. Representation shall be apportioned according to population. 

15. No person shall be imprisoned for debt, in any civil action on mesne or 
final process, unless in cases of fraud: and no person shall be imprisoned for 
a militia fine in time of peace. 

16. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of 
contracts shall ever be ihe 

17. Foreigners who are, or who may hereafter, become bona fide residents 
of this state, shall enjoy the same rights in respect to the possession, enjoy- 
ment, and inheritance of property, as native-born citizens. 

18. Neither slavery, nor involuntary servitude, unless for the punishment 
of crimes, shall ever be tolerated in this state. 

19. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 
and effects, against unreasonable seizures and searches, shall not be violated ; 
and no warrant shall issue but on probable cause, supported by oath or affir- 
mation, particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons and 
things to be seized. 

20. Treason against the state shall consist only in levying war against it, 
adhering to its enemies, or giving them aid and comfort. No person shal! be 
convicted of treason, unless on the evidence of two witnesses to the same overt 
act, or confession in open court. 

21. This enumeration of rights shall not be construed to impair or deny 
others retained by the people. 


ARTICLE II.—RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE. 


Sec. 1. Every white male citizen of the United States, and every white 
male citizen of Mexico, who shall have elected to become a citizen of the 
United States, under the treaty of peace exchanged and ratified at Queretaro, 
on the 30th day of May, 1848, of the age of twenty-one years, who shall have 
been a resident of the state six months next preceding the election, and the 
county or district in which he claims his vote thirty days, shall be entitled to 
vote at all elections which are now or hereafter may be authorized by law: 
Provided, that nothing herein contained, shall be construed to prevent the 
legislature, by a two-thirds concurrent vote, from admitting to the right of 
suffrage, Indians, or the descendants of Indians, in such special cases as such 
a proportion of the legislative body may deem just and proper. 

2. Electors shall, in all cases except treason, felony, or breach of the peace, 
be privileged from arrest on the days of the election, during their attendance 
at such election, going to and returning therefrom. 

3. No elector shall be obliged to perform militia duty on the day of election, 
except in the time of war or public danger. 

4. For the purpose of voting, no person shall be deemed to have gained or 
lost a residence by reason of his presence or absence while employed in the 
service of the United States; nor while engaged in the navigation of the waters 
of this state, or of the United States, or of the high seas; nor while a student 
of i seminary of learning; nor while kept at any almshouse, or other asylum, 
at public expense; nor while confined in any public prison. 

5. No idiot or insane person, or person convicted of any infamous crime, 
shall be entitled to the privileges ae elector. 

6. All elections by the people shall be by ballot. 


ARTICLE IJI.—DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS. 


The powers of the government of the State of California shall be divided 
into three separate departments: the legislative, the executive, and judicial; 
and no person charged with the exercise of powers properly belonging to one 
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of these departments, shall exercise any functions appertaining to either of 
the others, except in the cases hereinafter expressly directed or permitted. 


ARTICLE IV.—LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

Sec, 1. The legislative power of this state shall be vested ir a senate and 
assembly, which shall be designated the legislature of the state of California; 
and the enacting clause of every law shall be as follows: *‘ The people of the 
State of California, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows.” 

2. The sessions of the legislature shall be annual, and shall commence on 
the first Monday of January, next ensuing the election of its members; unless 
the governor of the state shall, in the interim, convene the legislature by pro- 
clamation. 

3. The members of the assembly shall be chosen annually, by the qualified 
electors of their respective districts, on the Tuesday next after the first Mon- 
day in November, unless otherwise ordered by the legislatare, and their term 
of office shall be one year. 

4. Senators and members of assembly shall be duly qualified electors in 
the respective counties and districts which they represent. 

5. Senators shall be chosen for the term of two years, at the same time and 
places as members of assembly ; and no person shal] be a member of the se- 
nate or assembly who has not been a citizen and inhabitant of the state one 
year, and of the county or district for which he shall be chosen, six months 
next before his election. 

6. The number of senators shal] not be Jess than one-third, nor more than 
one-half, of that of the members of assembly; and at the first session of the 
legislature after this constitution takes effect, the senators shall be divided 
by lot, as equally as may be, into two classes; the seats of the senators of the 
first class shal] be vacated at the expiration of the first year, so that one-half 
shall be chosen annually. 

7. When the number of senators is increased, they shall be apportioned by 
lot, so as to keep the two classes as nearly equal in number as possible. 

8. Each house shall choose its own officers and judge of the qualifications, 
elections, and returns of its own members. 

9. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do business; but 
a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may compel the attend- 
ance of absent members, in such manner and under such penalties as each 
house may provide. 

10. Each house shall determine the rules of its own proceedings, and may, 
—_ the concurrence of two-thirds of all the members elected, expel a mem- 

er. 

11. Each house shall keep a journal of its own proceedings, and publish the 
same, and the yeas and nays of the members of either house, on any ques- 
tion, shall, at the desire of any three members present, be entered on the 
journal. 

12. Members of the legislature shall, in all cases except treason, felony, 
and breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest, and they shall not be sub- 
ject to any civil process during the session of the legislature, nor for fifteen 
days next before the commencement and after the termination of each session. 

13. When vacancies occur in either house, the governor, or the person ex- 
ercising the functions of the governor, shall issue writs of election to fill such 
vacancies. 

14. The doors of each house sha!! be open, except on such occasions as, in 
the opinion of the house, may require secrecy. 

15. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more 
than three days, nor to any other place than that in which they may be sitting. 

16 Any bill may originate in either house of the legislature, and all bills 
passed by one house may be amended in the other. 
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17. Every bill which may have passed the legislature, shall, before it be- 
comes a law, be presented to the governor. If he approves it, he shall sign it; 
but if not, he shall return it, with his objections, to the house in which it ori- 
ginated, which shal] enter the same upon the journal and proceed to reconsi- 
der it. If, after such reconsideration, it again pass both houses, by yeas and 
nays, by a majority of two-thirds of the ables of each house present, it 
shall become a law, notwithstanding the governor's objections. If any bill 
shall not be returned within ten days after it shall have been presented to 
him, (Sunday excepted,) the same shal] be a Jaw, in like manner as if he had 
signed it, unless the legislature by adjournment prevent such return. 

18. The assembly shall have the sole power of impeachment; and all im- 
peachments shall be tried by the senate. When sitting for that purpose, the 
senators shall be upon oath or affirmation; and no person shall be convicted 
without the concurrence of two-thirds of the members present. 

19. The Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, Secretary of State, Comptroller, 
Treasurer, Attorney-General, Surveyor-Genera], Justices of the Supreme Court, 
and Judges of District Courts, shall be liable to impeachment for any misde- 
meanor in office; but judgment in such cases shall extend only to removal 
from office, and disqualification to hold any office of honour, trust or profit, 
under the state: but the party convicted, or acquitted, shall nevertheless be 
liable to indictment, trial me punishment, according to law. All other civil 
officers shall be tried, for misdemeanors in office, in such manner as the le- 
gislature may provide. 

20. No senator, or member of assembly, shall, during the term for which 
he shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil office of profit, under 
this state, which shall have been created, or the emoluments of which shall 
have been increased during such term, except such office as may be filled by 
elections by the people. 

21. No person holding any lucrative office under the Uaited States, or any 
other power, shall be eligible to any civil office of profit, under this state: 
Provided, that officers in the militia, to which there is attached no annual 
salary, or local officers and postmasters, whose compensation does not exceed 
five hundred dollars per annum, shall not be deemed lucrative. 

22. No person who shall be convicted of the embezzlement or defaleation 
of the public funds of this state, shall ever be eligible to any office of honour, 
trust or profit, under this state: and the Jegislature shall, as soon as practicable, 
pass a Jaw providing for the punishment of such embezzlement, or defalcation, 
as a felony. 

23. No money shall be drawn from the treasury but in conseqnence of ap- 
propriations made by Jaw. An actual statement of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the public moneys, shall be attached to, and published with the laws 
at every regular session of the legislature. 

24. The members of the legislature shall receive for their services, a com- 
pensation to be fixed by law, and paid out of the public treasury; but no in- 
crease of the compensation shal] take effect during the term i which the 
members of either house shall have been elected. 

25. Every law enacted by the legislature shall embrace but one object, and 
that shall be expressed in the title: and no law shall be revised, or amended, 
by reference to its title; but in such case, the act revised, or section amended, 
shall be re-enacted and published at length. 

26. No divoree shall be granted by the legislature. 

27. No lottery shall be authorized by this state, nor shall the sale of lottery 
tickets be allowed. 

28. The enumeration of the inhabitants of this state shal! be taken, under 
the direction of the legislature, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-two, and one thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, and at the end of 
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every ten years thereafter; and these enumerations, together with the census 
that may be taken, under the direction of the Congress of the United States, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty, and every subsequent ten 
years, shall serve as the basis of representation in both houses of the legisla- 
ture. 

29. The number of senators and members of assembly shall, at the first 
session of the Jegislature, holden after the enumerations herein provided for 
are made, be fixed by the legislature, and apportioned among the several 
counties and districts to be established by law, according to the number of 
white inhabitants. The number of members of assembly shall not be less 
than twenty-four, nor more than thirty-six, until the number of inhabitants 
within this state shall amount to one hundred thousand ; and after that period, 
at such ratio that the whole number of members of assembly shal! never be 
less than thirty, nor more than eighty. 

30. When a congressional, senatorial, or assembly district shall be composed 
of two or more counties, it shall not be separated by any county belonging to 
another district; and no county shall ,be Tivided, in forming a congressional, 
senatorial, or assembly district. 

31. Corporations may be formed under general Jaws, but shail not be cre- 
ated by special act, except for municipal purposes. All general laws and 
special acts passed pursuant to this section may be altered fiom time to time, 
or repealed, 

32. Dues from corporations shall be secured by such individual liability of 
the corporators, and other means, as may be prescribed by law. 

33. The term corporations, as used in this article, shall be construed to in- 
clude all associations and joint stock companies, having any of the powers or 
privileges of corporations not possessed by individuals or partnerships. And 
all corporations shall have the right to sue, and shall be subject to be sued, 
in all courts, in like cases as natural persons. 

34. The legislature shall have no power to pass any act granting any char- 
ter for banking purposes; but associations may be formed under general laws, 
for the deposite of gold and silver; but no such association shal] make, issue, 
or put in circulation, any bill, check, ticket, promissory note, or other paper or 
the paper of any bank to circulate as money. 

35. The legislature of this state shall prohibit, by law, any person or per- 
sons, associations, company, or corporation, from exercising the privileges of 
banking, or creating paper to circulate as money. 

36. Each stockholder of a corporation or joint stock association, shal] be in- 
dividually and personally liable for his proportion of all its debts and liabili- 
ties. 

37. It shall be the duty of the legislature to provide for the organization of 
cities and incorporated villages, and to restrict their power of taxation, assess- 
ment, borrowing money, contracting debts, and loaning their credit, so as to 
prevent abuses in assessments, and in contracting debts by such municipal 
corporations. 

33. In all elections by the legislature, the members thereof shall vote viva 
voce, aud the votes shall be entered on the journal. 


ARTICLE V.—EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Sec.1. The supreme executive power of this state shall be vested in a chief 
magistrate, who shal] be styled the Governor of the State of California. 

2. The governor shall be elected by the qualified electors, at the time and 
places of voting for members of assembly, and shall hold his office two years 
from the time of his installation, and until his successor shall be qualified. 

3. No person shall be eligible to the office of governor, (except at the first 
election,) who has not been a citizen of the United States and a resident of 
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this state two years next preceding the election, and attained the age of 
twenty-five years at the time of said election. 

4. The returns of every election for governor shall be sealed up and trans- 
mitted to the seat of government, directed to the speaker of the assembly, 
who shall, during the first week of the session, open and publish them in pre- 
sence of beth houses of the legislature. The person having the highest num- 
ber of votes shall be governor: but in case any two or more have an equal 
and the highest number of votes, the legislature shall, by joint vote of both 
houses, choose one of said persons, so having an equal and the highest num- 
ber ef votes, for governor. 

5. The governor shall be commander-in-chief of the militia, the army, and 
navy of this state. 

6. He shall transact all executive business with the officers of government, 
civil and military, and may require information in writing from the officers of 
the executive department, upon any subject relating to the duties of their re- 
spective oftlices. 

7. He shall see that the laws are faithfully executed. 

8. When any office shall, from any cause, become vacant, and no mode is 
provided by the constitution and laws for filling such vacancy, the governor 
shall have power to fill such vacancy by granting a commission, which shall 
expire at the end of the next session of the legislature, or at the next election 
by the people. 

9. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the legislature by procla- 
mation, and shall state to both houses, when assembled, the purpose for which 
they shall have been convened. 

10. He shall communicate, by message, to the legislature at every session, 
eas condition of the state, and recommend such matters as he shall deem ex- 

edient. 
. 11. In case of a disagreement between the two houses, with respect to the 
time of adjournment, the governor shall have power to adjourn the legislature 
to such time as he may think proper ; provided it be not beyond the time fixed 
for the meeting of the next legislature. 

12. No person shall, while holding any office under the United States, or this 
state, exercise the office of governor, except as hereinafter expressly provided. 

13. The governor shall have the power to grant reprieves, and pardons after 
conviction, for all offences except treason, and cases of impeachment, upon 
such conditions, and with such restrictions and limitations, as he may think 
proper, subject to such regulations as may be provided by law relative to the 
manner of applying for pardons. Upon conviction for treason, he shal! have 
the power to suspend the execution of the sentence until the case shal! be 
reported to the legislature at its next meeting, when the legislature shall 
either pardon, direct the execution of the sentence, or grant a further reprieve. 
He shall communicate to the legislature, at the beginning of every session, 
every case of reprieve, or pardon granted, stating the name of the convict, the 
crime of which he was convicted, the sentence and its date, and the date of 
the pardon or reprieve. 

14. There shall be a seal of this state, which shall be kept by the governor, 
and used by him officially, and shall be called “‘The great Seal of the State 
of California.” 

15. All grants and commissions shall be in the name and by the authority 
of the people of the state of California, sealed with the great sea! of the state, 
signed by the governor, and countersigned by the secretary of state. 

16. A lieutenant-governor shall be elected at the same time and place, and 
in the same manner as the governor; and his term of office, and his qualifi- 
cations of eligibility shall also be the same. He shall be president of the 
senate, but shall only have the casting vote therein. If, during a vacancy of 
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the office of governor, the lieutenant governor shall be impeached, displaced, 
resign, die, or become incapable of performing the duties of his office, or be 
absent from the state, the president of the senate shall act as governor, until 
the vacancy be filled, or the disability shall cease. 

17. In case of the impeachment of the governor, or his removal from office, 
death, inability to discharge the powers and duties of the said office, resigna- 
tion, or absence from the state, the powers and duties of the office shall de- 
volve upon the lieutenant governor for the residue of the term, or until the 
disability shall cease. But when the governor shall, with the consent of the 
legislature, be out of the state in time of war, at the head of any military force 
thereof, he shall continue commander-in-chief of all the military force of the 
state. 

18. Asecretary of state, a comptroller, a treasurer, an attorney-general, and 
surveyor-general, shal] be chosen in the manner provided in this constitution ; 
and the term of office, and eligibility of each, shall be the same as are pre- 
scribed for the governor and lieutenant-governor. 

19. The secretary of state shall be appointed by the governor, by and with 
the advice and consent of the senate. He shal! keep a fair record of the offi- 
cial acts of the legislative and executive departments of the government; and 
shall, when required, lay the same, and all matters relative thereto, before 
either branch of the legislature; and shall perform such other duties as shall 
be assigned him by law. 

20. The comptroller, treasurer, attorney-general, and surveyor-general shall 
be chosen by joint vote of the two houses of the legislature, at their first ses- 
sion under the constitution, and thereafter shall be elected at the same time 
and place, and in the same manner as the governor and lieutenant-governor. 

21. The governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, comptroller, trea- 
surer, attorney-general, and surveyor-general, shall each, at stated times 
during their continuance in office, receive for their services a compensation 
which shal] not be increased or diminished during the term for which they 
shall have been elected; but neither of these officers shall receive for his own 
use any fees for the performance of his official duties. 


ARTICLE VI.——JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. 


1. The judicial power of this State shall be vested in a Supreme Court, 
District Courts, in County Courts, and in Justices of the Peace. The legis- 
Jature may also establish such municipal and other inferior courts as may be 
deemed necessary. 

2. The Supreme Court shall consist of a Chief Justice and two Associate 
Justices, any two of whom shall constitute a quorum. 

3. The Justices of the Supreme Court shall be elected at the general elec- 
tion, by the qualified electors of the State, and shall hold their office for the 
term of six years from the first day of January next after their election ; pro- 
vided that the legislature shall, at its first meeting, elect a Chief Justice and 
two Associate Justices of the Supreme Court, by joint vote of both houses, 
and so classify them that one shall go out of office every two years. After 
the first election the senior justice in commission shall be the chief justice. 

4. The supreme court shall have appellate jurisdiction in all the cases 
when the matter in dispute exceeds two hundred dollars, when the legalit 
of any tax, toll, or impost or municipal fine is in question: and in al] crimi- 
nal cases amounting to felony or questions of lJawalone. And the said court, 
and each of the justices thereof, as well as all district and county jadges, 
shall have power to issue writs of habeas corpus at the instance of any per- 
son held in actual custody, They shall also have power to issue all other 
writs and process necessary to the exercise of their appellate jurisdiction, 
and shall be conservators of peace throughout the state. 
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5. The state shall be divided by the first legislature into a convenient 
number of districts ng 2) to such alteration from time to time as the pub- 
lic good may require ; for each of which a district judge shall be appointed 
by the joint vote of the legislature, at its first meeting, who shall hold his 
office for two years from the first day of January next after his election ; after 
which, said judges shall be elected by the qualified electors of their respect- 
ive districts, at the general election, and shall hold their office for the term 
of six years. 

6. The district courts shall have original jurisdiction, in law and equity, 
in all civil cases where the amount in dispute exceeds two hundred dollars, 
exclusive of interest. In all criminal cases not otherwise provided for, and 
in all issues of fact joined in the probate courts, their jurisdiction shall be 
unlimited. 

7. The legislature shall provide for the election, by the people, of a clerk 
of the supreme court, and county clerks, district attorneys, sheriffs, coroners, 
and other necessary officers; and shall fix by law their duties and compensa- 
tion. County clerks shall be, ea officio, clerks of the district courts in and 
for their respective counties. 

8. There shall be elected in each of the organized counties of this state, 
one county judge, who shall hold his office for four years. He shall hold 
the county court, and perform the duties of surrogate, or probate judge. The 
county judge, with two justices of the peace, to be designated according to 
law, shall hold courts of sessions, with such criminal jurisdiction as the 
legislature shall prescribe, and he shall perform such other duties as shal! 
be ey by law. 

9. The county courts shal] have jurisdiction, in cases arising in justices’ 
courts, and in special cases, as the legislature may prescribe, but shall have 
no original civil jurisdiction, except in such special cases. 

10. The times and places of holding the terms of the supreme court. and 
the general and special terms of the district courts, within the several districts, 
shall be provided for by law. 

11. No judicial officer, except a justice of the peace, shall receive to his 
own use, any fees or perquisites of office. 

12. The legislature shall provide for the speedy publication of all statute 
laws, and of such judicial decisions as it may deem expedient; and all 
laws and judicial decisions shall be free for publication by any person. 

13. Tribunals for conciliation may be established, with such powers and 
duties as may be prescribed by law; but such tribunals shall have no power 
to render judgment to be obligatory on the parties, except they voluntarily 
submit their matters in difference, and agree to abide the judgment, or as- 
sent thereto in the presence of such tribunal, in such cases as shall be pre- 
scribed by law. 

14. The legislature shall determine the number of justices of the peace, to be 
elected in each county, city, and town, and incorporated village of the state, 
and fix by law their powers, duties and responsibilities. It shall also deter- 
mine in what cases appeals may be made from justices’ courts to the county 
courts, 

15. The justices of the supreme court, and judges of the district court, 
shall severally, at stated times during their continuance in office, receive 
for their services a compensation, to be paid out of the treasury, which shall 
not be increased or diminished during the term for which they shall have 
been elected. The county judges shall also severally, at stated times, re- 
ceive for their services a compensation to be paid out of the county treasury 
of their respective counties, which shall not be increased or diminished 
during the term for which they shall have been elected. 

16. The justices of the supreme court and district judges shall be ineli- 
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gible to any other office, during the term for which they shall have been 
elected. 

17. Judges shall not charge juries with respect to matters of fact, but may 
state the testimony and declare the law. 

18. The style of all process shall be “The People of the State of Califor- 
nia;”’ all the prosecutions shall be conducted in the name and by the authori- 
ty of the same. 

ARTICLE VII.—-MILITIA, 

Sec. 1. The Legislature shall provide by law, for organizing and disciplin- 
ing the militia, in such manner as they shall deem expedient, not incompa- 
tible with the Constitution and laws of the United States, 

2. Officers of the militia shall be elected, or appointed, in such manner as 
the legislature shal! from time to time direct; and shall be commissioned by 
the governor, 

3. The governor shall have power to call forth the militia, to execute the 
laws of the state, to suppress insurrections, and repel invasions. 


ARTICLE VIII.——-STATE DEBTS. 


The legislature shall not in any manner create any debt or debts, liability 
or liabilities, which shall singly, or in the aggregate, with any previous debts 
or liabilities, exceed the sum of three hundred thousand dollars, except 
in case of war, to repel invasion or suppress insurrection, unless the same 
shall be authorized by some law for some single object or work, to be dis- 
tinctly specified therein, which law shall provide ways and means, exclusive 
of loans, for the payment of the interest of such debt or liability, as it falls 
due, and also pay and discharge the principal of such debt or liability with- 
in twenty years from the time of the contracting thereef, and shall be irrepeal- 
able wntil the principal and interest thereon shall be paid and discharged ; but 
no such Jaw shall take effect until, at a general election, it shall have been 
submitted to the people, and have received a majority of all the votes cast 
for and against it at such election; and all money raised by authority of such 
law, shall be applied only to the specific object therein stated, or to the pay- 
ment of the debt’ thereby created; and such Jaw shall be published in at 
least one newspaper in each judicial district, if one be published therein, 
throughout the state, for three months next preceding the election at which 
it is sabmitted to the peeple. 


ARTICLE IX.—EDUCATION. 


Sec, 1. The legislature shall provide for the election, by the people, of a 
superintendent of public instruction who shall hold his office for three 
years, and whose duties shall be prescribed by law, and who shall receive 
such compensation as the legislature may direct. 

2. The legislature shall encourage, by all suitable means, the promotion 
of intellectual, scientific, moral and agricultural improvements. The pro- 
ceeds of all land that may be granted by the United States to this State for 
the support of schools, which may be sold or disposed of, and the five hun- 
dred thousand acres of land granted to the new states, under an act of con- 
gress distributing the proceeds of the public lands among the several states 
of the Union, approved A. D, 1841; and all estates of deceased persons who 
may have died without leaving a will or heir, and also such percent. as may 
be granted by Congress on the sale of lands in this state, shall be and re- 
main a perpetual fund, the interest of which, together with all the rents of 
the unsold lands, and such other means as the legislature may provide, shall 
be inviolably anpropriated to the support of common schools throughout the 
State. 

3. The legislature shall provide for a system of common schools, by which 
a school shall be kept up and supported in each dis:rict at least three months 
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in every year: and any school district neglecting to keep up and support 
such a school, may be deprived of its proportion of the interest of the pub- 
lic fund during such neglect. 

4. The legislature shall take measures for the protection, improvement, or 
other disposition of such lands as have been, or may hereafter be reserved 
or granted by the United States, or any person or persons to this state for the 
use of a university; and the funds accruing frum the rents or sale of such 
Jands, or from any other source for the purpose aforesaid, shall be and remain 
a permanent fund, the interest of which shall be applied to the support of 
said university, with such branches as the public convenience may demand, 
for the promotion of literature, the arts and sciences, as may be authorized 
by the terms of such grant. And it shall be the duty of the legislature as 
soon as may be, to provide effectual means for the improvement and perma- 
nent security of the funds of said university. 


ARTICLE X.—MODE OF AMENDING AND REVISING THE CONSTITUTION. 


Section 1. Any amendment, or amendments to this constitution, may be 
proposed in the senate or assembly; and if the same shall be agreed to by a 
majority of the members elected to each of the two houses, such proposed 
amendment, or amendments, shall be entered on their journals, with the yeas 
and nays taken thereon, and referred to the legislature then next to be 
chosen, and shall be published for three months next preceding the time of 
making such choice. And if, in the legislature next chosen as aforesaid, 
such proposed amendment or amendments shall be agreed to by a majority 
of all the members elected to each house, then it shall be the duty of the 
legislature to submit such proposed amendment or amendments to the people, 
in such manner, and at such time as the legislature shall prescribe; and if 
the people shall approve and ratify such amendment or amendments, by a 
majority of the electors qualified to vote for members of the legislature 
voting thereon, such amendment or amendments shall become part of the 
constitntion. 

2. And if, at any time, two-thirds of the senate and assembly shall think 
it necessary to revise and change this entire constitution; they shall recom- 
mend to the electors, at the next election for members of the legislature, to 
vote for or against the convention, if it shall appear that a majority of the 
electors voting at such election have voted in favour of calling a convention, 
the legislature shall, at its next session, provide by law for calling a conven- 
tion, to be holden within six months after the passage of such Jaw ; and such 
convention shall consist of a number of members not less than that of both 
branches of the legislature. 

ARTICLE XI.—-MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

Sec. 1. The first session of the legislature shall be held at Pueblo de San 
Jose ; which place shall be the permanent seat of government, until removed 
by law: Provided, however, that two-thirds of all the. members elected to 
each house of the legislature shall concur in the passage of each law. 

2. Any citizen of this state who shall, after the adoption of this constitu- 
tion, fight a duel with deadly weapons, or send or accept a challenge to fight 
a duel with deadly weapons, either within this state or out of it; or who 
shal] act as second, or knowingly aid and assist in any manner those thus 
offending, shal] not be allowed to hold any office of profit, or enjoy the right 
of suffrage under this constitution. 

3. Members of the legislature, and all officers, executive and judicial, ex- 
cept such inferior officers as may be by law exempted, shall before they en- 
ter on the duties of their respective offices, take and subscribe the following 
oath or affirmation ; 

‘“‘[ do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that I will support 
the constitution of the United States and the constitution of the state of 
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California; and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of the office—ac- 
cording to the best of my ability.”’ And no other oath, declaration, or test, 
shall be required as a qualification for any office or public trust. 

4. The legislature shall establish a system of county and town govern- 
ments, which shall be as nearly uniform as practicable throughout the 
state. 

5. The legislature shall have power to provide for the election of a board 
of supervisors in each county; and these supervisors shall, jointly and indi- 
vidually, perform such duties as may be prescribed by law. 

6. All officers whose election or appointment is not provided for by this 
constitution, and all officers whose offices may hereafter be created by 
_ shall be elected by the people or appointed, as the legislature may 

irect. 

7. When the duration of any office is not provided for by this constitution 
it may be declared by Jaw; and if not so declared, such office shall be held 
during the pleasure of the authority making the appointment; nor shall the 
duration of any office, not fixed by this constitution, ever exceed four 
years. 

, 8. The fiscal year shall commence on the first day of July. 

9. Each county, town, city, and incorporated village, shall make provision 
for the support of its own officers, subject to such restrictions and regulations 
as the legislature may prescribe. 

10, The credit of the state shall not in any manner be given or loaned to, 
or in aid of any individual, association, or corporation; nor shall the state, 
directly or indirectly, become a stockholder in any association or corporation. 

11. Suits may be brought against the state in such manner, and in such 
courts, as shall be directed by law. 

12. No contract of marriage, if otherwise duly made, shall be invalidated, 
for want of conformity te the requirements of any religious sect. 

13. Taxation shall be equal and uniform throughout the state. All pro- 
perty in this state shall be taxed in proportion to its value, to be ascertained 
as directed by law; but assessors and collectors of town, county, and state 
taxes, shall be elected by the qualified electors of the district, county, or 
town, in which the property taxed for state, county, or town purposes is 
situated. 

14. All property, both real and personal, of the wife, owned or claimed, 
by her before her marriage, and that acquired afterward by gift, devise, or 
descent, shall be her separate property; and laws shall be passed more 
clearly defining the rights of the wife, in relation as well to her separate 
property, as to that held in common with her husband. Laws shal] also be 
passed providing for the registration of the wife’s separate property. 

15. The legislature shall protect by law, from forced sale, a certain portion 
of the homestead and other property of all heads of families. 

16. No perpetuities shall be allowed, except for eleemosynary purposes. 

17. Every person shall be disqualified from holding any office of profit 
in this state, who shall have been convicted of having given, or offered a 
bribe, to procure his election or appointment. 

18. Laws shall be made, to exclude from office, serving on juries, and 
from the right of suffrage, those who shall hereafter be convicted of bribery, 
perjury, forgery, or other high crimes. The privilege of free suffrage shall 
e supported by laws regulating elections, and prohibiting, under adequate 
penalties, all undue influence thereon, from power, bribery, tumult, or other 
improper practice. 

19. Absence from this state on business of this state or of the United 
States, shall not affect the question of residence of any person. 

20. A plurality of the votes given at any election shall constitute a choice, 
where not otherwise directed in this constitution. 
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21. All laws, decrees, regulations, and provisions, which from their nature 
require publication, shall be published in English and Spanish. 


ARTICLE XII.— BOUNDARY. 


The boundary of the state of California shall be as follows: 

Commencing at the point of intersection of the 42d degree of north lati- 
tude with the 120th degree of longitade west from Greenwich, and running 
south on the line of said 120th degree of west longitude, until it inter- 
sects the 39th degree of north latitude, thenee running in a straight line in 
a south-easterly direction to the river Colorado, at a point where it intersects 
the 35th degree of north latitude, thence down the middle of the channel of 
said river, to the boundary line between the United States and Mexico, as 
established by the treaty of May 30th, 1848; thence running west and along 
said boundary line to the Paeific Ocean, and extending therein three English 
miles; thence running ia a north-westerly direction, and following the direc- 
tion of the Pacific coast to the 42d degree of north latitude, thence on the 
line of the 42d degsee of north latitude to the place of beginning. Also all 
the islands, harbours and bays, along and adjacent to the Pacific coast. 


SCHEDULE. 


Sec. 1. All rights, prosecutions, claims and contracts, as well of individuals 
as of bodies corporate, and all laws in force at the time of the adoption of 
this constitution, and not inconsistent therewith, until altered or repealed 
by the legislature, shall continue, as if the same had not been adopted. 

2. The legislature shall provide for the removal of all causes which may 
be pending when this constitution goes into effect, to courts created by the 
same. 

3. In order that no inconvenience may result to the public service, from 
the taking effect of this constitution, no officer shall be superseded thereby, 
nor the laws relative to the duties of the several officers be changed until 
the entering into office of the new officers t0 be appointed under this 
constitution. 

4. The provisions of this constitution concerning the term of residence 
necessary to enable persons to hold certain offices therein mentioned, shal! 
not be held to apply to officers chosen by the people at the first election, or 
by the legislature at its first session. Roe: 

5. Every citizen of California, declared a legal voter by this constitution, 
and every citizen of the United States, a resident of this state on the day 
of election, shall be entitled to vote at the first general election under this 
constitution, and on the question of the adoption thereof. 

6. This constitution shall be submitted to the people, for their ratification 
or rejection, at the general election to be held on Tuesday, the thirteenth 
day of November next. The executive of the existing government of Cali- 
fornia is hereby requested to issue a proclamation to the people, directing 
the prefects of the several districts, or in case of vacancy, the sub-prefect, 
or senior judge of first instance, to cause such election to be held, on the 
day aforesaid, in their respective districts. ‘The election shall be conducted 
in the manner which was prescribed for the election of delegates to this con- 
vention, except that the prefect, sub-prefect, or senior judge of first instance 
ordering such election in each district, shall have power to designate any ad- 
ditional number of places for opening the polls, and that in every place of 
holding the election, a regular poll-list shall be kept by the judges and in- 
spectors of election. It shall also be the duty of these judges and inspect- 
ors of election, on the day aforesaid, to receive the votes of the electors 
quulified to vote at such election. Each voter shall express his opinion, by 
depositing in the ballot-box a ticket, whereon shal] be written or printed, 
‘For the constitution,” or “‘ Against the constitution,” or some such words as 
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will distinctly convey the intention of the voter. These judges and inspect- 
ors shall also receive the votes for the several officers to be voted for at the 
said election as herein provided. At the close of the election, the judges 
and inspectors shall carefully count each ballot, and forthwith make dupli- 
cate returns thereof to the prefect, sub-prefect, or senior judge of the first 
instance, as the case may be, of their respective districts; and said prefect, 
oo or senior judge of first instance, shall transmit one of the same, 
by the most safe and rapid conveyance, to the secretary of state. Upon 
the receipt of said returns, or on the tenth day of December next, if the re- 
turns be not sooner received, it shall be the duty of a board of canvassers, 
to consist of the secretary of state, one of the judges of the superior court, 
the prefect, judge of first instance, and an alcalde of the district of Mon- 
terey, or any three of the aforementioned officers, in the presence of all who 
shall choose to attend, to compare the votes given at said election, and to im- 
mediately publish an abstract of the same in one or more of the newspapers of 
California. And the executive will also immediately after ascertaining that 
the constitution has been ratified by the people, make proclamation of the 
fact; and thenceforth this constitution shall be ordained and established as 
the constitution of California. 

7. If this constitution shall be ratified by the people of California, the 
executive of the existing government is hereby requested, immediately after 
the same shall be ascertained, in the manner herein directed, to cause a 
fair copy thereof to be forwarded to the president of the United States, in 
order that he may lay it before the Congress of the United States. 

8. At the general election aforesaid, viz.: the thirteenth day of November 
next, there shall be elected a governor, lieutenant-governor, members of the 
legislature, and also two members of Congress. 

9. If this constitution shall be ratified by the people of California, the 
legislature shall assemble at the seat of government, on the fifteenth day of 
December next, and in order to complete the organization of that body, the 
senate shall elect a president pro tempore, until the lieutenant-governor shall 
be installed into office. 

10. On the organization of the legislature, it shall be the duty of the sec- 
retary of state to lay before each house a copy of the abstract made by the 
board of canvassers, and if called for, the original returns of election; in 
order that each house may judge of the correctness of the report of said 
board of canvassers. 

11. The legislature, at its first session, shall elect such officers as may be 
ordered by this constitution to be elected by that body, and within four days 
after its organization, proceed to elect two senators to the Congress of the 
United States. But no law passed by this legislature shall take effect until 
signed by the governor after his installation into office. 

12. The senators and representatives to the Congress of the United States, 
elected by the legislature and people of California, as herein directed, shall 
be furnished with certified copies of this constitution, when ratified, which 
they shail lay before the Congress of the United States, requesting in the 
name of the people of California, the admission of the state of California 
into the American Union. 

13. All officers of this state, other than members of the legislature, shall 
be installed into office on the fifteenth day of December next, or as soon 
thereafter as practicable. : 

14. Until the legislature shall divide the state into counties, and senatorial 
and assembly districts, as directed by this constitution, the following shall 
be the apportionment of the two houses of the legislature, viz.: the districts 
of San Diego and Los Angelos, sha]l jointly elect two senators; the districts 
of Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo, shall jointly elect one senator; the 
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district of Monterey, one senator; the district of San Jose, one senator; the 
district of San Francisco, two senators; the district of Sonoma, one senator ; 
the district of Sacramento, four senators; and the district of San Joaquin, 
four senators: and the district of San Diego shall elect one member of as- 
sembly ; the district of Los Angelos, two members of assembly; the district 
of Santa Barbara, two members of assembly; the district of San Luis Obispo, 
one member of assembly; the district of Monterey, two members of assem- 
bly; the district of San Jose, three members of assembly; the district of 
San Francisco, five members of assembly; the district of Sonoma, two mem- 
bers of assembly; the district of Sacramento, nine members of assembly ; 
and the district of San Joaquin, nine members of assembly. 

15. Until the legislature shall otherwise direct, in accordance with the 
provisions of this constitution, the salary of the governor shall be ten thou- 
sand dollars per annum ; and the salary of a lieutenant governor shal] be double 
the pay of a state senator; and the pay of members of the legislature shall 
be sixteen dollars per diem, while in attendance, and sixteen dollars for 
every twenty miles’ travel by the usual route from their residences to the 
place of holding the session of the legislature, and in returning therefrom. 
And the legislature shall fix the salaries of all officers, other than those elected 
by the | ye at the first election. 

16. The limitation of the powers of the legislature contained in article 
8th of this constitution, shall not extend to the first legislature elected under 
the same, which is hereby authorized to negotiate for such amount as may 
be necessary to pay the expenses of the state government. 

R. SEMPLE. 
President of the Convention and Delegate from Benicia. 
Wo. G. Marcy, Secretary. 


J. Aram, C. T. Botts, E. Brown, 

J. A. Carrillo, J. M. Covarrubias, E. O. Crosby, 

P. De La Guerra, L. Dent, M. Dominguez, 
K. H. Dimmick, A. J. Ellis, S. C. Foster, 

E. Gilbert, W. M. Gwinn, H. W. Halleck, 
Julian Hanks, L. W. Hastings, Henry Hill, 

J. Hobson, J. M‘H. Hollingsworth, J. D. Hoppe, 

J. M. Jones, T. O. Larkin, Francis J. Lippitt, 
B. 8. Lippincott, M. M. M‘Carver, John M‘Dougal, 
B. F. Moore, Myron Norton, P, Ord, 

Miguel Pedrorena, A. M. Pico, R. M. Price, 
Hugo Reid, Jacinto Rodriguez, Pedro Sansevain, 
W. E. Shannon, W.S. Sherwood, J. R. Snyder, 

A. Stearns, W. M. Steuart, J. A. Sutter, 
Henry A. Tefft, 8. L. Vermule, M. G. Vallejo, 

J. Walker, O. M. Wozencraft. 


THE CONSTITUTION OF THE NEW STATE OF DESERET.* 


Whereas, A large number of citizens of the United States, before and since 
the treaty of peace with the Republic of Mexico, emigrated to, and settled in, 
that portion of the territory of the United States, lying west of the Rocky 
Mountains, and in the Great Interior Basin of Upper California; and, 

Whereas, By reason of said treaty, all civil organization originating from 
the republic of Mexico became abrogated ; and 


* The State of Deseret is the name given by the Mormons of the Salt Lake Valley to the 
country in which they live. The title is of Mormon origin, signifying the “ Honey Bee,” as 
typical of industry and its kindred virtues, 
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Whereas, The Congress of the United States has failed to provide a form 
of civil government for the territory so acquired, or any portion thereof; and 

Whereas, Civil government and laws are necessary for the security, peace, 
and prosperity of society; and 

Whereas, It is a fundamental principle in all repubiican governments, that 
all political power is inherent in the people; and governments instituted for 
their protection, security and benefit, should emanate from the same— 

Therefore, Your committee beg leave to recommend the adoption of the 
following Constitution, until the Congress of the United States shall other- 
wate ——— for the government of the territory hereinafter named and de- 
scribed. 

We, the sven: grateful to the Supreme Being for the blessings hitherto 
enjoyed, and feeling our dependence on Him for a continuation of those bless- 
ings, do ordain and establish a free and independent government, by the 
name of the state of Deseret ; including all the territory of the United States 
within the following boundaries, to wit: commencing at the 33d degree of 
north latitude, where it crosses the 108th degree of longitude, west of Green- 
wich; thence running south and west to the northern boundary of Mexico; 
thence west to, and down the main channel of the Gila River, on the north- 
ern line of Mexico, and on the northern boundary of Lower California to the 
Pacific Ocean; thence along the coast north-westerly to 118 deg. 30 min. of 
west longitude; thence north to where said Jine intersects the dividing ridge 
of the Sierra Nevada mountains; thence north along the summit of the Sierra 
Nevada mountains to the dividing range of mountains that separate the 
waters flowing into the Columbia river, from the waters flowing into the 
Great Basin; thence easterly, along the dividing range of mountains that se- 
parate said waters flowing into the Columbia River on the north, from the 
waters flowing into the Great Basin on the south, to the summit of the Wind 
River chain of mountains ; thence south-east and south, by the dividing range 
of mountains that separate the waters flowing into the Gulf of Mexico from 
the waters flowing into the Gulf of California; to the place of beginning, as 
set forth ina map drawn by Charles Preuss, and published by order of the 
Senate of the United States, in 1848. 


ARTICLE If. 


The powers of government of the state of Deseret shall be divided into three 
distinct departments, viz.:—Legislative, Executive and Judiciary. 


ARTICLE II.--OF THE LEGISLATIVE. 


Sec. 1. The legislative authority of this state shall be vested in a general 
assembly, consisting of a senate and house of representatives; both to be 
elected by the people. 

Sec. 2. The session of the general assembly shall be annual; and the first 
session be held on the first Monday of July next; and, thereafter, on the first 
Monday of December, unless the governor of the state shall convene the as- 
sembly, in the interim, by proclamation. 

Sec. 3. The members o the house of representatives shall be chosen bien- 
nially, by the qualified electors of their respective districis, on the first 
Monday in August; whose term of office shall continue two years from the 
day of the general election. 

ec. 4. No person shall be a member of the house of representatives, who 
has not attained the age of twenty-five years; the same to be a free white 
male citizen of the United States, and an inhabitant of this State one year 
preceding the time of his election, and a resident of the district or county 
thirty days next preceding his election; and have, at his election, an actual 
residence in the district he may be chosen to represent. 

Sec. 5. Senators shall be chosen for the term of four years, at the same time 
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and place of representatives; they shall be thirty years of age, and possess 
the qualifications of representatives, as to residence and citizenship. 

Sec. 6. The number of senators shall not be less than one-third, nor more 
than one-half of the representatives; and at the first session of the general 
assembly, after this constitution takes effect, the senate shall be divided by 
lot, as equal as may be, into two classes; the seats of the senators of the first 
class shall be vacated at the expiration of two years, so that one-half of the 
Senate shall be elected biennially. 

Sec. 7. Each house shall choose its own officers, and judge of the qualifica- 
tion, election, and return of its own members, and contested elections shall 
be determined in such a manner as shal! hereafter be determined by law. 

Sec. 8. A majority in each house shall constitute a quorum to do business ; 
but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and compe! the attend- 
ance of absent members, in such manner and under such penalty as each 
house may provide. 

Sec. 9. Each house shall have all powers necessary for a branch of the 
General Assembly of a free and independent government. 

Sec. 10. Each member of the assembly shall be privileged from civil ar- 
rest during any session, and going to and returning from the same. 

Sec. 11. Neither house shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for 
more than three days; nor to any other place than that in which they may be 
sitting. 

Sec. 12. The assembly shall, at its first session, provide for an enumera- 
tion of the white inhabitants, and an apportionment for the senators and re- 
presentatives. 

Sec. 13. Each member of the assembly shall take an oath or affirmation to 
support the constitution of the United States, and of this state; and members 
shall, and are hereby empowered to administer said oath or affirmation to 
each other. 

Sec. 14. The veto power of the governor shall be allowed by the assembly, 
except on bills, whieh, when re-considered, shall be again passed by a ma- 
jority of two-thirds of those present; and any bill vetoed by the governor shall 

e returned within ten days, (Sundays excepted,) with his objections; other- 
wise it shall become a law, unless the assembly, by adjournment, prevents 
its return. 


Sec. 15. see § law passed by the assembly shall take effect from and after 


due publication by authority. 
_ Sec. 16. The voters of this state may elect, at the first election, not exceed- 
ing seventeen Senators, and thirty-five Representatives. 


ARTICLE III.—OF THE EXECUTIVE. 


Sec. 1. The executive power shall be vested in a governor, who shall hold 
his office for four years. A lieutenant governor shall be elected at the same 
time, and for the same term, who shall be the president of the senate. 

Sec. 2. No person shall be eligible to the office of governor or lieutenant 
governor, who has not been a citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
this State, two years next preceding his election, and attained the age of 
thirty-five years at the time of his election. 

Sec. 3. The governor shal] be commander-in-chief of the militia, navy, and 
all the armies of this state. 

Sec. 4. He shall transact all executive business with the officers of govern- 
ment, civil and military; and may require information in writing from the of- 
ficers of the executive department, upon any subject relating to the duties of 
their respective offices. 

Sec. 5. He shall see that the laws are faithfully executed. 

Sec. 6. When any office shall, from any cause, become vacant, and no mode 
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is prescribed by the constitution and laws for filling such vacancy, the gover- 
nor shall have power to fill such vacancy, by granting a commission, which 
shall expire when such vacancy shall be filled by due course of law. 

Sec. 7. He shall also haye power to convene the general assembly by pro- 
clamation, when, in his opinion, the interests of the state require it. 

Sec. 8. He shall communicate by message to the general assembly, at 
every session, the condition of the state, and recommend such matters as he 
shall deem expedient. 

Sec. 9. In case of disagreement in the general assembly, with regard to 
the time of adjournment, the governor shall have power to dissolve the ses- 
sion by proclamation. 

Sec. 10. No person shall, while holding any lucrative office under the 
United States, or this State, execute the office of governor, except as shall be 
prescribed by law. 

Sec. 11. The governor shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons, 
and commute punishments after convictions, except in cases of impeachments. 

Sec. 12. The governor shail receive for his services such compensation as 
shall hereafter be provided by law. 

Sec. 13. There shall be a seal of this state, which shall be kept by the 
governor, and used by him officially; and shall be called the great seal of 
the State of Deseret. 

Sec. 14. All grants and commissions shall be in the name and by the au- 
thority of the people of the State of Deseret; sealed with the great seal of 
this State, signed by the governor, and countersigned by the secretary of 
state. 

Sec. 15. A secretary of state, auditor of public accounts, and treasurer, 
shall be elected by the qualified electors, who shall continue in office for the 
term of four years. The secretary of state shall keep a fair register of all the 
official acts of the governor, and shall, when required, lay the same, together 
with all papers, minutes and vouchers, relative thereto, before either branch 
of the general assembly, and shall perform such other duties as shall be as- 
signed him by law. 

Sec. 16. Incase of the impeachment of the governor, his removal from office, 
death, resignation, or absence from the state, the powers and duties of the 
office shall devolve upon the lieutenant governor, until such disability shall 
cease, or the vacancy be filled. s 

ARTICLE IV.—OF THE JUDICIARY. 

Sec. 1. The judicial power shall be vested in a supreme court, and such 
inferior courts as the general assembly shall from time to time establish. 

Sec. 2. The supreme court shall consist of a chief justice, and two asso- 
ciates, either two of whom shall be a quorum to hold courts. 

Sec. 3. The judges of the supreme court shall be elected by joint vote of 
both houses of the general assembly, and shall hold their courts at such time 
and place as the general assembly shall direct; and hold their office for the 
term of four years, and until their successors are elected and qualified. The 
judges of the supreme court shall be conservators of the peace throughout the 
state, and shall exercise such other jurisdictions and appellate powers as shall 
be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 4. The style of all process shall be the state of Deseret; and all pro- 
secutions shall be in the name and by the authority of the state. 


ARTICLE V.—OF ELECTIONS. 

Sec. 1. The governor, lieutenant governor, auditor of accounts, treasurer, 
and secretary of state, shall be elected by the qualified electors, as provided 
for members of the general assembly, and at the time and place appointed for 
holding the same. 
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Sec. 2. The returns of every election for governor, lieutenant governor, av- 
ditor, treasurer and secretary of state, shall be sealed up, and transmitted 
forthwith to the seat of government, directed to the speaker of the house of 
representatives, who shall, during the first week of the session, open and 
publish them in the presence of both houses of the genera] assembly; and the 
persons receiving a majority of all the legal votes cast for their respective of- 
fices, shall be declared duly elected. 

Sec. 3. The governor, lieutenant governor, auditor, treasurer and secretary 
of state, shall, before entering upon the duties of their respective offices, take 
an oath or affirmation, to support the constitution of the United States, and of 
this state; which oath, or affirmation, shall be administered by the speaker 
of the house of representatives. 

Sec. 4. The first election for members of the general assembly, and other 
officers under this constitution, shall be held on the first Monday of May next, 
at the usual places of holding public meetings, in the different districts and 
settlements; at which time and place the qualified voters. shall vote for or 
agaipst the adoption of this constitution ; and if a majority of al] the legal votes 
shall be in favour of its adoption, the same shall take effect from and after 
said election. 

Sec. 5. At the time and place of holding the elections, the qualified electors 
shall organize the polls by appointing two judges, who shall be authorized to 

ualify each other, and appoint two suitable persons as clerks; and said judges 
shall, at the close of said election, seal up the number of votes so cast, and 
forthwith transmit them to the president of this convention. 

Sec. 6. The returns of the first election herein provided for, shall be made 
to the chairman of this convention, who, together with the two secretaries, 
shall proceed immediately to open said returns, and count the votes; upon 
ascertaining the persons receiving a majority of votes, they shall forthwith 
notify them of their election. 

Sec. 7. The general assembly shall, at its first session, provide by law a 
general system of election for officers, under this constitution, and such other 
officers as may be hereafter created by law. 

Sec. 8. The manner of voting shall be by ballot. 

Sec. 9. The general assembly shall meet at Great Salt Lake city, which 
place shall be the seat of government until otherwise provided by law. 

Sec. 10. All white male residents of this state, over the age of twenty-one 
years, shall have the privilege of voting at the first election, and at the adop- 
tion of this constitution; provided, that no person in the military, naval, or 
marine service of the United States, shall SS considered a resident of this 
state, by being stationed in any garrison, barrack, military or naval place, or 
station within this state, unless otherwise provided for by law. 


ARTICLE VI.—OF MILITIA. 

Sec. 1. The militia of this state shall be composed of all able-bodied white 
male citizens, between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, except such 
as are or may hereafter be exempt, by the laws of the United States, or of this 
state, and shall be armed, equipped and trained, as the general assembly may 
provide by law. 

Sec. 2. All commissioned officers of the militia (staff officers excepted) 
shall be elected by the ys liable to perform military duty in their re- 
spective divisions; and all commissioned officers shall be commissioned by 
the governor. 

ARTICLE VII.—AMENDMENTS OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

Sec. 1. If at any time the general assembly shall deem it necessary, and 
for the best interest of the state, that this constitution should be revised, al- 
tered or amended, the assembly shall cause such revisions, alterations or 
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amendments, to be published in the same manner as shall be provided for the 
publication of the statutes; and appoint a day, not less than thirty days there- 
after, for the electors of the commonwealth to assemble in their several pre- 
cincts, and vote for, or against, said revisions, alterations or amendments; and if 
a majority of said electors shall vote in fayour of said revisions, alterations or 
amendments, the same shall thereafter become parts and parcels of this con- 
stitution ; otherwise, this constitution shall remain unaltered. 


ARTICLE VIII.—DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 

Sec. 1. In republican governments, all men should be born equally free and 
independent, and possess certain natural, essential, and inalienable rights, 
among which are those of enjoying and defending their life and liberty; ac- 
quiring, possessing and protecting property ; and of seeking and obtaining their 
safety and happiness. 

Sec. 2. All political power is inherent in the people, and all free govern- 
ments are founded in their authority, and instituted for their benefit; there- 
fore they have an inalienable and indefeasible right to institute government ; 
and to alter, reform, and totally change the same, when their safety, happi- 
ness, and the public good shall require it. 

Sec. 3. All men have a natural and inalienable right to worship God ac- 
cording to the dictates of their own consciences; and the general assembly 
shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof, or disturb any person in his religious worship or senti- 
ments; areeige, he does not disturb the public peace, nor obstruct others in 
their religious worship; and all persons demeaning themselves peaceably, as 
good members of the state, shall be equally under the protection of the laws; 
and no subordination or preference of any one sect or denomination to another, 
shall ever be established by law; nor shall any religious test be ever required 
for any office of trust under this state. 

Sec. 4. Any citizen of this state, who may hereafter be engaged, either di- 
rectly or indirectly, in a duel, either as principal or accessory before the fact, 
shall be disqualified from holding any office under the constitution and laws 
of this state. 

Sec. 5. Every person may speak, write, and publish his sentiments, on all 
subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right; and no law shall be 
passed to abridge the liberty of speech or of the press. 

Sec. 6. The people shall be secure in their persons, houses, papers and pos- 
sessions, from unreasonable searches and seizures. 

Sec. 7. The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate; and all criminals 
shall be heard by self, or counsel, at their own election. 

Sec. 8. AJ] penalties and punishments shall be in proportion to the offence ; 
and all offences, before conviction, shall be bailable; except capital offences, 
where the proof is evident, or the presumption great. 

Sec. 9. The writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless in case of 
rebellion, or invasion, or the public safety shall require it. 

Sec. 10. Treason against this state shall consist only in levying war against 
it, or adhering to its enemies, or giving them aid and comfort. 

Sec. 11. The general assembly shall pass no bill of attainder, or ex post 
facto laws, or law impairing the obligation of contracts, to hinder the execu- 
tion of justice. 

Sec. 12. The laws shall not be suspended, but by the legislative or execu- 
tive authority. 

Sec. 13. The right of petition, by the people, shall be preserved inviolate. 

Sec. 14. The right of citizens to keep and bear arms for common defence, 
shall not be questioned. 

Sec. 15. Private property shall not be taken for public use, without just 
compensation, 
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Sec. 16. No standing army shall be kept up in time of peace, and the mili- 
tary shall, at all times, and in all places, be in strict subordination to the civil 

wer. 

Sec. 17. The enumeration of certain rights, shall not be construed to impair, 
nor deny others, retained by the people. 


Great Sart Lake City, Great Basin, 
North America, March 8, 1849. 


MEMORIAL. 


To the Honourable Senate and House of Representatives, in Congress assembled : 

Your memorialists, members of the general assembly of the state of Dese- 
ret, would respectfully lay before your honourable body the wishes and in- 
terests of our constituents, together with the reasons and design of our early 
organization as a civil government, to which the consideration of your honour- 
able body is most earnestly solicited. 

Whereas, The history of all ages proves that civil governments, combining 
in their administration the protection of person, property, character, and re- 
ligion—encouraging the science of agriculture, manufactures, and literature, 
are productive of the highest, happiest, and purest state of society; and, 

Whereas, All political power is inherent in the people, and governments, 
to be permanent and satisfactory, should emanate from the same; and, 

Whereas, The inhabitants of all newly settled countries and territories, 
who have become acquainted with their climate, cultivated their soil, tested 
their mineral productions, and investigated their commercial advantages, are 
the best judges of the kinds of government and Jaws necessary for their growth 
and prosperity ; and, 

Whereas, Congress have failed to provide, by law, a form of civil govern- 
ment for this or any other portion of territory ceded to the United States by 
the republic of Mexico, in the late treaty of peace; and 

Whereas, Since the expiration of the Mexican civil authority, however weak 
and imbecile, anarchy to an alarming extent has prevailed—the revolver and 
bowie knife have been the highest law of the land—the strong have prevailed 
against the weak—while person, property, character and religion, have been 
unaided, and virtue unprotected; and, 

Whereas, From the discovery of the valuable gold mines west of the Sierra 
Nevada mountains, many thousands of able bodied men are emigrating to 
that section, armed with all the implements and munitions of war; and, 

Whereas, Strong fears have been, and still are entertained, from the fail- 
ure cf Congress to provide legal civil authorities, that political aspirants may 
subject the government of the United States to the sacrifice of much blood 
and treasure in extending jurisdiction over that valuable country; and, 

Whereas, The inhabitants of the state of Deseret, in view of their own se- 
curity, and for the preservation of the constitutional right of the United States 
to hold jurisdiction there, have organized a provisional state goverument, 
under which the civil policy of the nation is duly maintained ; and, 

Whereas, There are so many natural barriers to prevent communication 
with any other state or territory belonging to the United States, during a great 
portion of the year, such as snow-capped mountains, sandy deserts, sedge 
plains, saleratus lakes aud swamps, over which it is very difficult to effect a 
passage ; and, 

Whereas, It is important in meting out the boundaries of the states and 
territories, so to establish them that the heads of departments may be able 
to communicate with all branches of their government with the least possible 
delay; and, 

Whereas, There are comparatively no navigable rivers, lakes, or other na- 
tural channels of commerce ; and whereas, no valuable mines of gold, silver, 
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iron, copper, or lead, have as yet been discovered within the boundaries of 
this state, commerce must necessarily be limited to few branches of trade and 
manufactures; and whereas, the laws of all states and territories should be 
adapted to their geographical location, protecting and regulating those branches 
of trade only which the country is capable of sustaining; thereby relieving 
the government from the expense of those complicated and voluminous sta- 
tutes which a more commercial state requires; and whereas, there is now a 
sufficient number of individuals residing within the state of Deseret to sup- 
port a state government, thereby relieving the general government from the 
expense of a territorial government, in that section ; and in evidence of which, 
the inhabitants have already erected a legislative hall, equal to most, and 
surpassed by few in the older states— 

our memorialists, therefore, ask your honourable body to favourably con- 
sider their interests; and, if consistent with the constitution and usages of 
the federal government, that the constitution accompanying this memorial be 
ratified, and that the'state of Deseret be admitted into the Union on an equal 
footing with other states, or such other form of civil government as your wis- 
dom and magnanimity may award to the people of Deseret. And, upon the 
adoption of any form of government here, that their delegate be received, and 
their interests properly and faithfully represented in the Congress of the United 
States. And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

On motion, it was voted that the report be accepted, and the committee dis- 
charged from further duties. 

Parley P. Pratt offered the following resolutions :— 

Resolved, Ist. The senate concurring therein, that two thousand copies of 
this memorial, together with the constitution, and an abstract of all records, 
journals, and other documents pertaining to the organization of this state, be 

wrinted. 
Resolved, 2d. That the President of the United States, the senate, and the 
house of representatives, each be furnished with a copy thereof. 

The resolutions were seconded and passed. 

House adjourned until Monday, at 10 A. M. 


PROVISIONAL StaTe OF Deseret; ss. 


I hereby certify that the foregoing constitution, memorial, synopsis of 
journal, &c., are a true copy of public documents on file in my office. 
Given under my hand, at my office, in the Great Salt Lake City, this 18th 
day of July, A. D, 1849. 
WILLARD RICHARDS. 


Secretary of State. 


THE WRONGS OF HUNGARY STATED BY THE LONDON 
HUNGARIAN COMMITTEE. 


The following document has been issued by the London Hungarian Com- 
mittee: 

I. Hungary is an ancient constitutional monarchy, which used to elect its 
kings. Every new king was solemnly crowned with the crown of St. Stephen, 
after taking the coronation oath on Hungarian soil, in which he swore to up- 
hold the constitution. In the year 1687, the royalty was made hereditary in 
the family of Hapsburg; but, so far was Hungary from becoming a province of 
Austria, to this year not a single Austrian has Soa allowed to hold office in 
the Hungarian kingdom. An Austrian is a foreigner in Hungarian law and 
practice. 

Il. The kings of the house of Hapsburg have, notwithstanding, made various 
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attempts to overthrow the liberties of Hungary. After repeated attempts to 
fuse Hungary into Austria, and repeated insurrections, a long struggle, begun 
by Leopold I., was ended in 1711 by Joseph [., who was constrained to con- 
firm the old constitution. Again, by the efforts of Joseph II. to enforee the 
German language, and suppress the municipalities, a revolt was kindled, 
which his successor, Leopold II. finally pacified (in 1790) only by withdraw- 
ing all his brother's innovations, and making a peculiarly distinct avowal, 
that (Art. 10) “ Hungary, with her appanages. is a free Museen, and in regard 
to her whole legal form of Government (including all the tribunals) indepen- 
dent; that is, entangled with no other kingdom or people; but having her own 
peculiar consistence and constitution, accordingly to be governed by her legi- 
timately crowned King after her peculiar laws and customs.” Nevertheless, 
Francis I. dared to violate his coronation oath by not assembling the Diet 
from 1811 to 1825. At last he was compelled to give way by the pussive re- 
sistance to all government. From that year onward, the Hungarians have 
struggled successfully for internal reforms by constitutional methods, though 
perpetually thwarted by the bigotry, ignorance, and perverse ambition of the 
Austrian cabinet or crown. 

III. The internal reforms which they desire were chiefly the following: 
To remove or lessen the distinctions between the privileged and unprivileged 
classes; and improve the principles of taxation and of the tenure of land. 
Next, to extend perfect toleration of religious creed to all. The high Magyar 
nobility are generally Roman Catholics; yet they have been as willing tocon- 
cede toleration as the lower nobilit and middle classes, who are generally 
Protestants. Thirdly, to establish free trade with all nations, For the Aus- 
trian cabinet choose to confine this great country to Austria for its market, 
while treating Hungarian produce as foreign. Fourthly, to maintain a free 
press, and the right especially of publishing the debates and proceedings of 
the Diet. Fifthly, in general to develop the great resources of Hungary by 
all sorts of material improvement in agriculture, in roads, in bridges. ‘To 
this, of late, has been added a struggle for general education. 

IV. One mode of resistance applied by Austria, was to extinguish Parlia- 
mentary bills by the veto of the crown; the fear of which paralyzed the upper 
house—a body always naturally disposed to lean to Austria, Against this 
the Hungarians had no adequate constitutional weapon to use, since the Aus- 
trian cabinet was not resporsible to the Hungarian Diet. The often repeated 
legal declaration of their independence, and in particular the distinct compact 
of Leopold II. in 1790-91, justified them in desiring by peaceful and consti- 
tutional means to attain an independent ministry directly responsible to their 
own parliament. 

V. Such a Ministry had been long talked of and elaimed in the Diet. In fact 
the Conservative party and the opposition had differed little as to the objects at 
which they aimed, but chiefly as to the vehemence with which they should 

ressthem ; the Conservatives pleading to “give time ”’ to the Austrian cabinet. 

ut in March, 1848, the Conservatives, as a separate party, vauished, by the 
great mass of them acceding to the opposition. Kossuth carried a unanimous 
vote, that the Constitution of Hungary could never be free from the eternal 
machinations of the Austrian cabinet, until Constitutional Government was 
established in the foreign possessions of the crown, so as to restore the legal 
status of the period at which the Diet freely conferred the royalty on the house 
of Hapsburg. This vote paralyzed the Austrian authorities. Vienna arose 
against Metternich, and a revolallel took place there. A Constitution and a 
National Guard were enacted. The Hungarian Diet immediately claimed for 
itself also a responsible Ministry. This was granted without delay, and 
Count Louis Batthyany was made Premier. But on the same day, March 
15, Jellachich was appointed Ban of Croatia. In a letter to Vienna, dated 
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March 24, 1848, the Archduke Stephen, Viceroy of Hungary, is found to have 
suggested three modes of destroying the Hungarian Constitution; either to 
excite the peasants against the nobles, as in Gallicia, and stand by while the 
parties slaughter each other ; or to tamper with Batthyany’s honesty; or to in- 
vade and: overpower Hungary by military force. A transcript of this letter, 
in the Archduke’s handwriting, was afterwards found among his papers when 
he fled from Pesth, and was officially published with all the necessary veri- 
fications. The Austrians have not dared to disown it. 

Before March ended, a deputation of all the leading members of both 
Houses from Hungary appeared in Vienna, carrying to the King their unani- 
mous claim that he would consent to various bills. In these, the greatest 
constitutional change was the restoration of the old union between the Diets 
of Hungary and of Transylvania. But socially the most important laws were 
the popes of all classes and creeds, and the noble enactment which con- 
verted the peasants into freeholders of the soil, quit of all the old feudal bur- 
dens. This bill had passed both the Houses by Feb. 4, 1848, before the French 
Revolution had broken out; so little had that great event to do with the re- 
forming efforts of the Hungarians. The Austrian cabinet, seeing their over- 
whelming unanimity, felt that resistance was impossible. Accordingly Fer- 
dinand proceeded with the Court to Presburg, and ratified the laws by oath. 
This is the reform of April 11, 1848, which all patriotic Hungarians fondly 
looked upon as their charter of constitutional rights, opening to them the pro- 
mise of a career in which they should emulate Great Britain, as a pattern of 
a united, legal, tolerant, free, and loyal country. 

VI. Croatia is a province of the Hungarian crown; and there Jellachich, as 
Governor, openly organized revolt against Hungary, by military terrorism, and 
by promising Slavonic supremacy. On Batthyany’s urgency, King Ferdi- 
nand declared Jellachich a rebel, and exhorted the Diet to raise up an army 
against him; but always avoided finally to sanction their bills. Meanwhile 
Radetzky defeated Charles Albert. Jellachich dropped the mask of Croatian- 
ism, and announced to Batthyany that there should be no peace until a minis- 
try at Vienna ruled over Hungary. In September, as the King would neither 
allow troops to be raised in Hungary, nor the Hungarian regiments to be re- 
called from Italy for home defence, a Hungarian ah io was sent to the 
Austrian Diet; but it was denied admittance by aid of the Slavonic party. 
To catch stray votes (it seems,) Latour, Austrian Minister at War, in the Diet, 
Sept. 2, solemnly disavowed any connexion with Jellachich’s movement; yet, 
on Sept. 4, a royal ordinance (officially published in Croatia only,) reinstated 
Jellachich in all his dignities; who, soon after, crossed the Drave to invade 
Hungary, with a well-appointed army 65,000 strong. As he openly showed 
the King’s commission, Batthyany resigned, Sept. 9, since he did not know 
how to act by the King’s command against the King’s command. No succes- 
sor was appointed; and the Hungarian Diet had no choice but to form a com- 
mittee of safety. To embarrass them in this, the King reopened negotiation 
with Batthyany, Sept. 14, but still eluded any practical result by refusing to 
put down Jellachich. Meanwhile, Sept. 16, despatches were intercepted, in 
which Jellachich thanked Latour for supplies of money and material of war. 
The Hungarian Diet published them officially, and distributed them by thou- 
sands. But Hungary was still unarmed, and Jellachich was burning, plunder- 
ing, slaughtering. Sept. 25, Lamberg was sent to Pesth, in the illegal charac- 
ter of Imperial Commissary of Hungary, but was immediately murdered by 
the rage of the populace. Masses of volunteers were assembled by the elo- 
quence of Kossuth, which, with the aid of only 3,000 regular troops, met and 
repulsed Jellachich at Sukoro, Sept. 29, and chased him out of their country. 
But Latour was far too deep in guilt to recede. A royal rescript of October 3, 
lissolved the Hungarian Diet, forbade all municipal action, superseded the 
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judicial tribunals, declared Hungary under martial law, and appointed Jella- 
chich civil and military governor of that country, with discretionary power oj 
life and death, and an expressly unlimited despotism. It likewise distinctly 
announced the determination of the crown to incorporate Hungary into Aus- 
tria. Troops from Vienna were publicly ordered by Latour (Oct. 6) to march 
against the Hungarians. This order, coupled with alarm inspired by the ap- 

roach of Jellachich (whose defeat was kept secret,) led to the émeute in 

ienna, in which Latour was murdered, a murder which was made a pretext 
for bombarding Vienna, and destroying the newly sanctioned constitution. 
Windischgratz, the agent in this work, joined his forces to those of Auersperg, 
who, meanwhile, had sheltered Jellachich. 

At all this the Hungarians were so infuriated that, after deposing the Gene- 
rals (who were believed traitorously to have allowed Jellachich to escape,) 
with inferior artillery, and with forces not half of the Austrians, who were 
75,000 strong beside their reserves, they fought and lost the battle of Schwe- 
chat, Oct. 30. This was the first and last battle fought by the Hungarians 
on Austrian soil, fought only against those who were protecting a ruthless 
enemy, who had desolated Hungary by countless outrages; yet this is trum- 
peted by the Austrians as Hungarian aggression. Jellachich (Nov. 2) entered 
Vienna in triumph, and was intrusted with a great army in the course of the 
whole war that followed. It is, then, impossible to doubt that the Austrians 
had supplied him with arms, money, and authority from the beginning, and 
that they began this bloody war by combined art, dom and treachery, while 
Hungary was in profound peace. 

VII. The cabinet now tried to obtain from Ferdinand a direct permission 
to carry into detail the rescript of October 3, and seize Hungary by right of 
conquest. But as Ferdinand began to be troubled with religious scruples, 
they resolved to depose him, and put his nephew on the throne—a youth of 
eighteen, educated by the Jesuits, and accustomed to obey his mother, the 
Archduchess Sophia, who was so identified by the Viennese with the cabinet 
as to be called the Lady Camarilla. 

By intrigue of some sort they induced the half-witted Emperor to sign the 
act of his own abdication, and at once seated Francis Joseph in his place. 
who, not having taken the coronation oath, might be assured by his directors 
that he committed no wrong in invading the Jaws and constitution of Hun- 
gary! An Austrian army marched into the country, and in the course ot 
January and February overran and occupied it as far as the Theiss, eastward, 
and as high as the Morosch, northward: the Russians meanwhile penetrated 
into Transylvania. The usurpation of the archduchess and cabinet seemed 
to have triumphed. 

VIII. On March 4, 1849, Count Stadion published his new constitution for 
fusing down Hangary into a part of the Austrian empire. If previously Hun- 
gary had been under Russian despotism, this constitution would have seemed 
highly liberal, and from an Austrian point of view such it was; but to the 
Hungarians it was an intolerable slavery. First, it virtually annihilated their 
municipalities, and subjected their police to Vienna. Next, it would have 
enabled the Austrian cabinet to put in Austrian civil and military oflicers 
every where in Hungary—an innovation as odious to the Hungarians, as would 
French police magistrates, excisemen, overseers, colonels and lord-lieutenunts, 
be to the English nation. Thirdly, it swamped their parliament among a 
host of foreigners, ignorant of Hungary and its wants, and incapable of legis- 
lating well for it. Fourthly, # was enacted without the pretence of law, by 
the mere stroke of Count Stadion’s pen. If the Hungarian constitution, four 
teen times solemnly sworn to by kings of the house of Hapsburg, was to be 
thus violated, what possible security could the nation have for this new- 
fangled constitution of Stadion, if it were ever so good in itself? If they ad- 
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mitted such a right in the Austrian crown, in six months a new ordinance 
might reduce them ander a pure despotism. In the face of wrong so intense, 
it is not worth while to name secondary grievances; but it was most bitterly 
felt that such was the reward of the constant loyalty of Hungary to the house 
of Hapsburg, and such the sequel to that solemn act by which Ferdinand had 
so happily ratified their recent glorious reforms! 

On reviewing the constitutional question, it was clear to the Hungarians, 
first, that Ferdinand had no legal power to abdicate without leave of the Diet, 
which leave it was impossible to grant, since, in the course of nature, Ferdi- 
nand might yet have direct heirs; secondly, that if he became incapacitated, 
it was the right of the Diet to appoint a regent; thirdly, that if Ferdinand had 
died, Francis Joseph was not the heir to the Hungarian crown, but his father, 
Ferdinand’s brother ; fourthly, that allegiance is not fully due to the true heir 
until he has been crowned; fifthly, that if Francis Joseph had been ever so 
much the true heir, and had been ever so lawfully crowned, the ordinances 
would be a breach of his oath, essentially null and void, and equivalent to a 
renunciation of his compact with the people ; sixthly, that even to Austria the 
ministry of Stadion—or, rather, the Archduchess—was no better than a knot 
of intriguers, which had practised on the clouded intellect of the sovereign to 
grasp a despotism for itself, while over Hungary it had no more ostensible 
right than had that of Prussia or France. AJ] Hungary, therefore, rose to re- 
sist—Slovachs and Magyars, Germans and Wallechs, Catholics and Protes- 
tants, Greeks and Jews, nobles, traders and peasants, rich and poor, progres- 
sionists and conservatives. Ferdinand was still regarded as their legitimate, 
but unlawfully deposed King. 

IX. Between the Theiss and the Marosch, Kossuth organized the means of 
fabricating arms and money; and in the course of March and April a series 
of tremendous battles took place in which the Austrians were some fifteen 
times defeated, and, without a single change of fortune, their armies, 130,000 
strong, were swept out of Hungary with immense slaughter. Only certain 
fortresses remained in their power, and those were sure to fall by mere lapse 
of time. The Austrian cabinet was desperate at losing a game in which it 
had risked so much. Its more scrupulous members had retired, including 
Stadion himself. Bioodier generals were brought forward, and the interven- 
tion of Russia (long promised, and granted as early as February in Transyl- 
vania) was publicly avowed. This act finally alienated from Austria every 
patriotic Hungarian. 

X. Upon the entrance of the Russians with the consent of Francis Joseph, 
the Hungarian Parliament, on the 14th April, after reciting the acts of perfidy 
and atrocity by which the house of Hapsburg had destroyed its compact with 
the nation, solemnly pronounced that house to have forfeited the crown. 
During the existing crisis, Kossuth, according to the Constitutional precedent, 
was made Governor of the country. 

XI. We all know how Hungary, deprived of her ports, taken by surprise, 
isolated and abandoned, has been overwhelmed by the combined hosts of her 
unscrupulous foes. But has England nothing to say to this? 

For three centuries, at least, Hungary has been a prominent member of the 
European family of nations. Her constitutional union to the house of Haps- 
burg has been a notorious public fact; and in the Emperor of Austria, as King 
of Hungary, Europe has long seen a powerful barrier against Russian eneroach- 
ment. That Hungary is not Austria—that the Emperor of Austria has no 
right in Hungary except as its Constitutional King—is as public a fact in 
Europe as that Hanover was never part of England. When Hungary pro- 
claimed to us that the Emperor of Austria was no longer her King—that she 
had found the house of Hapsburg traitorous, and had legally deposed it; and 
when the Hungarian nation had, by a unanimous effort, actually expelled her 
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invaders—there was the very same reason for our acknowledging the inde- 
pendence of Hungary, as we ever had for recognising the Emperor of Austria 
as King of Hungary atall. We have grievously neglected our duty by su- 
ineness ; but the Emperor of Russia has perpetrated a breach of internationa! 
aw, most cruel and dreadful; only less wicked than the outrage of Austria, 
because it was not also treacherous and ungrateful. Indignation and pity 
for the Hungarians is for a moment swallowed up by admiration, when we 
contrast their humane generosity toward prisoners of war with the ferocious 
cruelty of the Austrians toward the armed and unarmed of both sexes. 

XII. The English crown is peculiarly affected by these events; because 
they destroy the confidence of nations in the oaths of Princes; especially con- 
sidering that Hungary was the only great community on the continent, whose 
ancient liberties had not been violently and treacherously annihilated by its 
King. No guarantees of right any longer exist, except those which have been 
wrested out by popular violence, and established on some doctrinaire basis. 
The aristocracy of Knglaod are deeply concerned, when the only remaining 
continental aristocracy possessed of constitutional rights and taking the lead 
of a willing nation, is remorselessly trampled under foot. Our commonalty 
is concerned, when deprived of commercial intercourse with fourteen millions 
of agriculturists. Our_religious feelings are shocked, when Hungarian zeal 
for universal toleration is overridden by the Romanist bigotry of Austria. Our 
liberties are endangered by the spectacle of two sovereigns tearing in pieces 
a noble nation from pure hatred of its constitutionalism which nine centuries 
have not made sacred in theireyes. Thesecurity of all Europe is endangered 
by the virtual vassalage of Austria to Russia, which this calamitous outrage 
has entailed; for Austria is now so abhorred in Hungary that she cannot keep 
her conquest except by Russian aid. Every one foresaw this from the be- 
ginning: the Government of Vienna knew it, as well as that of St. Petersburg. 
Such are the results of the conspiracy of the Austrian cabinet against their 
Emperor, against his kingdom of Hungary, against the new-born liberties o/ 
Vienna, and against the balance of power in Europe. 

XIII. What remains for England to do, but firmly to declare to Austria: 
‘Until we see the Constitution as it was before October, 1848, re-established 
in Hungary, we do not acknowledge your position in Lombardy; for Hungary 
had a far better right to her national existence and independence than you to 
your empire over the foreign Lombards?” 

A military tyrant may, at any moment, commit an act of rapine with sum- 
mary speed ; sage and moderate by-standers need time to learn and judge of 
the case. If we extend the doctrine of faits accomplis to the high-handed 
crime under which Hungary still lies bleeding, we proclaim impunity and 
recognition to every unprincipled marauder. 


KOSSUTH’S LETTER TO LORD PALMERSTON. 
“ Wippin, (Turkey,) Sept. 20. 


“Your Excellency is no doubt already informed of the fall of my country— 
unhappy Hungary, assuredly worthy of a better fate. 

“It was not prompted by the spirit of disorder, or the ambitious views of 
faction; it was not a revolutionary leaning which induced my native country 
to accept the mortal struggle maintained so gloriously, and brought, by nefa- 
rious means, to so unfortunate an end. 

‘‘ Hungary has deserved from her kings the historical epithet of ‘generous 
nation,’ for she never allowed herself to be surpassed in loyalty and faithful 
adherence to her sovereigns by any nation in the world. 

“ Nothing but the most revolting treachery, the most tyrannical oppression, 
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and cruelties unheard of in the words of history—nothing but the infernal 
doom of annihilation to her national existence preserved through a thousand 
ws, throngh adversities so numerous—were able to rouse her to oppose the 

| stroke aimed at her very life, to enable her to repulse the tyrannical as- 

Its of the ungrateful Hapsbarghs, or to accept the struggle for life, honour, 
liberty, forced upon her. And she has nobly fought the holy battle, in 
wich, with the aid of Almighty God, she prevailed against Austria, whom 
we crushed to the earth, standing firm even when attacked by the Russian 
giant in the consciousness of justice, in our hope in God, and in our, hope, my 
lord, in the generous feelings of your great and glorious nation, the natural 
supporter of justice and humanity throughout the world. But this is over— 
what tyranny began, has been by treachery concluded. On all sides aban- 
doned, my poor country has fallen, not through the overwhelming power of 
two great empires, but by the faults, and I may say treason, of her own sons. 

“To these untoward events, I pray God, that my unhappy country may be 
the only sacrifice; and that the true interests of peace, freedom, and civiliza- 
tion through the world may not be involved in our unhappy fate. 

“Mr. Francis Pulasky, our diplomatic agent in London, has received ample 
information as to the cause of this sudden and unlooked-for change in the 
affairs of Hungary, and is instructed to communicate it to your excellency, if 
you are graciously pleased to receive the same. It is not antipathy to Aus- 
tria, though so well merited at the hands of every Hungarian, but a true con- 
viction which makes me say, that even Austria has lost far more by her vic- 
tory—gained through Russian aid—than she would have lost in merited de- 
feat through honourable arrangement. Fallen from her position of a first-rate 
power, she has now forfeited her self-consistency, and has sunk into the obe- 
dient instrument of Russian ambition and of Russian commands, 

“ Russia only has gained at this sanguinary game; she has extended and 
strengthened her influence in the east of Europe, and threatens already in a 
fearful manner, with outstretching arms, not only the integrity, but the moral 
basis of the Turkish empire. 

‘“‘ May it please you, my lord, to allow me to communicate to your excel- 
leney a most revolting condition which the Turkish government, at the sug- 
gestion of Russia, is about to impose upon us, poor houseless exiles. 

“[ the governor of unhappy Hungary, after having, I believe, as a good 
citizen and honest man, fulfilled to the last my duties to my country, had no 
choice left me between the repose of the grave and the inexpressible anguish 
of expatriation. 

“‘ Many of my brethren in misfortune had preceded me on the Turkish ter- 
ritory. I followed thither in the hope that I should be permitted to pass to 
England, and there, under the protection of the English people—a protection 
never yet denied to persecuted man—allowed to repose for awhile my wearied 
head on the hospitable shore of your happy island. 

“But even with these views, I would rather have surrendered myself to 
my deadliest enemy, than to cause any difficulty to the Turkish government, 
whose situation I well knew how to appreciate, and therefore did not intrude 
on the Turkish territories without previously inquiring whether I and my com- 
panions in misfortune, would be willingly received, and the protection of the 
Sultan granted to us. 

“We received the assurance that we were welcome guests, and should 
enjoy the full protection of his majesty, the Padisha, who would rather sacri- 
fice 50,000 men of his own subjects than allow one hair of our heads to be 
injured. 

“It was only on this assurance that we passed into Turkish territory, and 
according to the generous assurance we were received and tended on our 
journey, received in Widdin as the Sultan’s guests, and treated hospitably 
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during four weeks, whilst waiting from Constantinople further orders as to the 
continuation of our sad journey to some distant shore. 

“ Even the ambassadors of England and France, to whom [ ventured in the 
—_ of humanity to appeal, were so kind as to assure me of their full sym- 

vathy. 

are His Majesty, the Sultan, was also so gracious as to give a decided nega- 
tive to the inhuman pretensions of our extradition demanded by Russia and 
Austria. 

‘But a fresh letter from his Majesty, the Czar, arrived at Constantinople, 
and its consequence was the suggestion sent to us by an express messenger 
of the Turkish government, that the Poles and Hungarians, and particularly 
myself, Count Casimer Batthiany, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Hungary under 
my government, and the Generals Messaros and Perczel, (all present here,) 
would be surrendered, unless we choose to abjure the faith of our forefathers 
in the religion of Christ, and become Mussulmans. And thus five thousand 
Christians are placed in the terrible alternative, either of facing the scaffold 
or of purchasing their lives by abandoning their faith. So low is already 
fallen the once mighty Turkey, that she can devise no other means to answer 
or evade the demands of Russia. 

“ Words fail me to qualify these astonishing suggestions, such as never 
have been made yet to the fallen chief of a generous nation, and could hardly 
have been expected in the nineteenth century. 

‘“« My answer does not admit of hesitation. Between death and shame, the 
choice can be neither dubious nor difficult. Governor of Hungary, and elected 
to that high place by the confidence of fifteen millions of my countrymen, I 
know well what I owe to the honour of my country, even in exile. Even as 
a private individual, I have an honourable path to pursue. Once the governor 
of a generous country—I leave no inheritance to my children—they shall, at 
least, bear an unsullied name. God’s will be done. Iam prepare: to die; 
but as [| think this measure dishonourable and injurious to Turkey, whose in- 
terest I sincerely have at heart, and as I feel it a duty to save my companions 
in exile, if I can, from a degrading alternative, I have replied to the Grand 
Vizier, in a conciliatory manner, and took also the liberty to apply to Sir Strat- 
ford Canning and General Aupich, for their generous aid against this tyrannic 
act. In full reliance on the noble sentiments and generous principles of your 
excellency, by which, as wel] as through your wisdom, I trust to be excused 
in enclosing copies of my two letters to the Grand Vizier and Sir Stratford 
Canning. 

“Tam informed that the whole matter is a cabal against the ministry of 
Reschid Pacha, whose enemies would wish to force him to our extradition, in 
order to lower it in public estimation, and render impossible its continuance 
in office. It is certain, that in the grand council, held on the Yth and 10th of 
September, after a tumultuous debate, the majority of the council declared in 
favour of our extradition, the majority of the ministry against it. No decision 
was come to, in consequence of the altercation which took place; but, not- 
withstanding, the ministry thought fit to make us the revolting suggestion | 
have named. 

‘This mode of solving the difficulty would not, [ am convinced, save the 
ministry, because a protection only given, in contradiction of the Sultan’s ge- 
nerous feeling, of the price of five thousand Christians abandoning their faith, 
would be revolting to the whole Christian world, and prove badly calculated 
to win sympathies for Turkey, in the event of a war with Russia, which, in 
the opinion of the most experienced Turkish statesmen, is approaching fast. 

‘‘As to my native couutry, Turkey does, I believe, already feel the Joss of 
the neglected opportunity of having given to Hangary, at least, some moral 
help to enable it to check the advance of the common enemy. But, it ap- 
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pears to me, that it would be a very ill-advised mode of gaining Hungarian 
sympathy, by sending me to an Austrian scaffold, and forcing my unhappy 
companions to abjure their religion or accept the same alternative. 

“No friends to the Turkish government would spring up from my blood, 
shed by her broken faith, but many deadly foes. My lord, your heart will, 
| am sure, excuse my having called your attention to our unhappy faith, since 
it has now assumed political importance. Abandoned, in this unsocial land, 
by the whole world, even the first duties of humanity give us no promise of 
protection, unless, my lord, you and your generous nation come forward to 
yrotect us. 

“What steps it may be expedient that you should take, what we have a 
right to expect from the well known generosity of England, it would be hardly 
fitting for me to enter on. I place my own and my companions’ fate in your 
hands, my lord, and, in the name of humanity, throw myself under the pro- 
tection of England. 

“Time presses—our doom may in a few days be sealed. Allow me to make 
an humble, personal request. I am a man, my lord, prepared to face the 
worst; and I can die with a free look at heaven, as I have lived. But I am, 
also, my lord, a husband, son, and father; my poor, true-hearted wife, my 
children, and my noble old mother are wandering about Hungary. They will 
probably soon fall into the hands of those Austrians who delight in torturing 
even feeble women, and with whom the innocence of childhood is no protec- 
tion against persecutions. I conjure your excellency, in the name of the Most 
High, to put a stop to these cruelties by your powerful mediation, and espe- 
cially to accord to my wife and children an asylum on the soil of the generous 
English people. 

‘As to my poor, my loved, and noble country, must she, too, perish for ever? 
Shall she, unaided, abandoned to her fate, and unavenged, be doomed to anni- 
hilation by her tyrants? Will England, once her hope, not become her con- 
solation ? 

“The political interests of civilized Europe, so many weighty considera- 
tions respecting England herself, and chiefly the maintenance of the Ottoman 
Empire, are too intimately bound up with the existence of Hungary for me to 
lose all hope. My lord, may God, the Almighty, for many years shield you, 
that you may long protect the unfortunate, and live to be the guardian of the 
rights of freedom and humanity. I subscribe myself, with the most perfect 
respect and esteem, (Signed) L. Kossurs.” 


CALIFORNIA. 


Secretary of War to the President. 
War Department, 
Wasuineton, January 18, 1850. 

Sir: I have the honour of laying before you copies of documents embracing 
the information called for from this department by the resolution of the house of 
representatives on the 31st ultimo. 

I beg leave to remark that the exercise of civil authority by any military officer 
in California, since the termination of the war with Mexico, was first assumed 
by Brevet Brigadier General Mason, under his proclamation, which was issued 
on the 7th of August, 1848, the next day after the intelligence reached him that 
peace had been restored between the United States and Mexico. ‘This procla- 
mation was communicated to the department on the 22d of November, 1848, and 
its receipt acknowledged by the proper bureau on the 27th of January, 1849, 
without any comment. 

On the 13th of April, 1849, this officer was relieved of his command in Cali- 
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fornia, and was succeeded by Brevet Brigadier General Riley. At this period it 
appears to have been the purpose of this latter officer, with the advice of his pre- 
decessor, to have secured to the con le of that territory a further enjoyment of the 
laws, customs, and usages applicable to their condition and wants, and at the 
same time to have provided for the organization of a government, such as is con- 
templated by the ninth article of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and the con- 
stitution of the United States. The cause of delay in executing the purpose of 
this officer is fully explained by the following extract from a communication from 
the commanding general of the Pacific division, dated January 20, 1849, to this 
department. 

‘‘ Under the hope that some act of the last congress had provided, or at least 
defined, the government of California, it was thonght prudent to await intelli- 
gence of the close of the session, and then, if nothing had been done in Wash- 
ington, to put in action the machinery of the laws already existing here, and at 
the same time propose to the people of California to form a state constitution, 


and present it at the next session of Congress, when their admission into the 
Union as a State would at once solve so many difficulties; and, while it removed 
a cause of disagreement at home, would give them an opportunity of legislating 
for themselves, 

‘The steamer Edith has been sent to Mazatlan for the necessary intelligence, 
and, on her arrival with information that no other than a revenue law had been 
passed, Genera] Riley issued a proclamation for the election of the necessary 
executive and judicial officers under the existing laws, and recommending, at the 
same time, the election of delegates to a convention to form a State constitu- 
tion. Mr. King arrived at the time these proclamations were about being issued, 
and it was matter of great congratulation that the Government, by anticipation, 
had approved of the latter measure. Every means will be used to give the people 
of California an opportunity of expressing their wishes on this point, and of 
bringing the matter to a happy conclusion.” 

The necessity of a civil government in California, adequate to protect and 
control its increased population, composed of persons who had flocked from all 
quarters of the globe, was daily rendered more apparent. The common employ- 
ment in which every interest was directly or remotely connected, and of a mass 
so dissimilar in habits and lamguages, and probably a part not without a lively 
sense of an exclusive enjoyment, showed the absolute want of an authority capa- 
ble of upholding public and private rights. Indeed, this want was so obvious 
and urgent, that legislative assemblies were established in several districts of 
California, and by their authority the existing customs and laws, already ad- 
verted to, were attempted to be superseded. ‘The whole plan was considered as 
irregular, and would, in the end, have been dangerous to the public peace and 
the public interests, 

The first duty of the army was to execute the order of March 15, 1848, “to take 
measures with a view to its (California) permanent occupation ;” and the second, 
in my opinion, was to separate, as far as practicable, the citizens from the con- 
trol of martial law. The executive powers exercised by the two commanding 
officers in California were varied only by the emergencies as they arose, which 
may be seen by their several reports on the civil affairs of that territory. In their 
respective administrations, each has endeavoured to avoid the application of the 
principles and practices of military law. 

Respectfully submitted, 
To the Presipenr, G. W. CRAWFORD. 
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, Gray’s Elegy, addition to, 499. 

Great Britain, history of, 31, 335. 
navigation Laws, 31, 338. 
exports of, 405. 
income and expenditures, 403. 
Queen’s visit to Ireland, 33, 71. 
Speech of Queen, 294. 
Cotton trade of, 406. 
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Mint of U.S., by Dr. Patterson, 396-7. 
Missionaries, Syria and Africa, 367. 
Missionary operations, 418, 
Mists and Clouds, Dr. Hare, 478. 
Monagas defeats Paez, 21, 332. 
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607 
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River in the Desert, 351. 
Rives, Mr., his reception in France, 340, 
364. 























698 


Roenne, Baron, and Mr. Clayton, 7, 8. 
Roman Catholics, 124, 419. 
Rome, address of Constituent Assembly, 
289. 
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